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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PASTOR of Arizona).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 21, 2010.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ED PASTOR

to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

PRAYER

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Ar-
menian Apostolic Church of America,
New York, New York, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Almighty God, we seek Your grace
and wisdom in our lives and in our
leaders that they may serve Your peo-
ple with truth and justice.

Remember Your faithful servants,
the Armenian people, who for 95 Aprils
have lived with the memory of the
genocide of 12 million of their nation.
We pray that such barbarity never
again be inflicted upon any of Your
creatures. We give thanks for the bless-
ings that You have bestowed upon the
remnant of the Armenian people who
were welcomed and given new life in
the United States of America. We
thank You for delivering us from the
depths of despair into this land of lib-
erty.

Bless America, the country of great-
ness and goodness. Renew the values of
our American heritage so that America
will remain the country of truth, free-
dom, justice, and peace.

We stand before You and ask this in
Your name and for Your glory. Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. DAVIS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

WELCOMING ARCHBISHOP
OSHAGAN CHOLOYAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. MALONEY) is recognized for
1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, as a
proud member of the Congressional
Caucus on Armenian Issues, and the
Representative of a large and vibrant
community of Armenian Americans, I
rise to welcome His Eminence Arch-
bishop Oshagan Choloyan in his offer-
ing of the opening prayer, and join my
colleagues this week in the sad com-
memoration of the Armenian genocide.

On this 95th anniversary of the geno-
cide, I join with a chorus of voices that
grows louder with each passing year.
We simply will not allow the planned
elimination of an entire people to re-
main in the shadows of history. The
Armenian genocide must be acknowl-
edged, studied, and never, ever allowed
to happen again.

The archbishop is the head of the Ar-
menian Church in the United States,
which is located in my district. As the
spiritual shepherd of several hundred
thousand Armenian Americans in the
Eastern United States, he plays a sig-

nificant role in the life of the Arme-
nian community. It is a great honor to
welcome him today.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

—————

INTRODUCING HOME HEALTH
CARE PLANNING IMPROVEMENT
ACT

(Ms. SCHWARTZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Seniors who see a
nurse practitioner or physician’s as-
sistant as their primary care provider
face unnecessary delays in receiving
necessary home health services. Medi-
care recognizes that nurse practi-
tioners and physician’s assistants diag-
nose and care for patients, prescribe
medications, and order nursing home
services for seniors, all in accordance
with State law.

But even when State laws explicitly
include ordering home health -care
within the scope of practice for nurse
practitioners, as Pennsylvania does,
Medicare still requires a physician’s
signature for referral and payment.
That Medicare allows nurse practi-
tioners and PA’s to sign the forms to
place a senior in a nursing home but
not for less expensive home health care
just doesn’t make sense. This require-
ment leads to unnecessary and costly
delays.

I urge my colleagues to join with me
to fix this problem and to ensure that
seniors get the care that they need in
appropriate and cost efficient settings
by cosponsoring my bill, H.R. 4993, the
Home Health Care Planning and Im-
provement Act, and make sure that
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seniors get the care they need in the
right setting.

———

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
RULING

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, last week U.S. District Judge Bar-
bara Crabb ruled that the National Day
of Prayer violates the first amendment
to the Constitution despite decades of
statute and tradition. This is another
disappointing example of activist
judges making decisions that fly in the
face of the Constitution, violating con-
gressional intent, and the values of our
Founders. John Adams declared, ‘“‘Our
Constitution was made only for a
moral and religious people. It is wholly
inadequate to the government of any
other.”

Every year on the first Thursday of
May we gather as a people to pray and
acknowledge our Nation’s need and
place before eternity. George Wash-
ington said, “Of all the dispositions
and habits which lead to political pros-
perity, religion and morality are indis-
pensable. In vain would that man claim
the tribute of patriotism, who should
labor to subvert these great pillars of
human happiness.”

This ruling is not what our Founders
intended and does a disservice to our
history as a religious Nation. I call on
Attorney General Eric Holder to appeal
this ruling.

—————

FINANCIAL REGULATORY REFORM

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. We need financial regu-
latory reform. In 2008, our country wit-
nessed the failure of some of the big-
gest and most interconnected compa-
nies in our economy. Years of greed
and irresponsible behavior allowed fi-
nancial institutions to make casino
bets with the money of hardworking
American families.

Last year the Financial Services
Committee and this Chamber passed a
comprehensive set of reforms that will
prevent these abuses from happening
again. This reform finally put the
American consumer over the bottom
lines of banks. They will allow share-
holders to have a say on the excessive
bonuses that many executives receive
regardless of performance, and they
will end the problems of too big to fail.

The time has come for Members of
both Chambers to stop making false ac-
cusations in return for political gains.
Let’s work together and pass financial
regulatory reform. It’s time for change.

————
THE CASE OF JAMIE LEIGH JONES

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Jamie Leigh Jones was a 20-year-old
and went to Iraq as a civilian con-
tractor. Here is her story: after being
in Iraq just a few days, she said she was
drugged and gang raped by fellow em-
ployees. She was held hostage in a
cargo container for 24 hours without
food or water. She was assaulted so
badly that later she had to have recon-
structive surgery.

She convinced one of the people
guarding her to let her borrow a cell
phone. She called her dad. Her dad
called my office in Texas. With the
help of the State Department, we
helped immediately to rescue her, and
she was quickly brought back to Amer-
ica.

But no one has been held accountable
for these crimes. The rape kit and the
forensic evidence apparently were com-
promised by somebody in Iraq. During
this Victims’ Rights Week, we need to
realize that when citizens go to a war
zone and serve their country and a
crime is committed against them, they
should have justice.

People like Jamie Leigh Jones de-
serve the protection of our law. The
long arm of the law should reach in
lands far away to hold perpetrators ac-
countable for assaulting fellow Ameri-
cans in time of war because justice is
what we do in this country.

And that’s just the way it is.

————
WHOSE SIDE ARE WE ON?

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, all across
northeast Wisconsin, everywhere I go
people are asking me whose side am I
on? Whose side are we on?

Isn’t it time we finally began to work
together to solve these complex prob-
lems, to help rebuild our country, to
rebuild our jobs, bring these jobs back
home where they belong instead of
sending them overseas? Whose side are
we really on?

Isn’t it time we pursued each and
every one of the crooks on Wall Street
who took our money? People in Wis-
consin want their money back. They
want their jobs back. And they are
going to be asking the question whose
side are we on? Well, let’s work to-
gether, rebuild our families, our com-
munities, and make certain that any
bank, any bank or any investment firm
that is too big to fail ceases to exist.
Let’s break up the big banks on Wall
Street.

———
IRAN’S MILITARY CAPABILITIES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday the Department of
Defense released the Military Power
Report on Iran. The report is designed
to provide Congress and the White
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House with an assessment of Iran’s cur-
rent military capabilities and the re-
gime’s future military strategy.

The report served as a stark re-
minder of the military and nuclear re-
alities in the region. Sadly, it is incom-
plete because it lacked information
about funding provided by Iran’s mili-
tary branches and also information
about military doctrine. The informa-
tion that the report does include con-
firms Iran’s efforts to hide its nuclear
infrastructure, their support of nuclear
terrorist surrogates, and the terrifying
investment in a missile that could hit
America in less than 5 years.

Now is the time for the administra-
tion and Congress to put forward an ef-
fective strategy to deal with Iran. It is
imperative that both parties work vigi-
lantly with our allies around the world
to ensure Iran does not continue down
this dangerous road.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September
11th in the Global War on Terrorism.

Congratulations Columbia Mayor-
Elect Steve Benjamin and Council-
woman Leona Plaugh, joining Tameika
Isaac Devine and Sam Davis.

—————

CONGRATULATING VILLA MARIA
ACADEMY ON THEIR SECOND
CONSECUTIVE STATE CHAMPION-
SHIP IN BASKETBALL

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate the women
of Villa Maria Academy from ZErie,
Pennsylvania, my hometown, for their
extraordinary basketball team on their
second straight PIAA Class AA State
Basketball Championship.

On March 26, Villa Maria sealed their
state championship after defeating
York Catholic High School 52-44 at
Penn State University. More than 2,000
people filled the stands as the Villa
Maria Victors lived up to their name.
The team was led by seniors Kayla
McBride, Ashley Prischak, Kaylyn
Maruca, Cara Wyant, Kelly Ek, and
Erica Webber, who all helped secure
Villa’s back-to-back State champion-
ships. Coach Scott Dibble steered this
great team to victory and finished the
season with a 28-2 record.

As a Villa Maria alum and former
basketball player, I am so proud to
offer well-deserved congratulations to
the Villa Victors on behalf of the U.S.
House of Representatives. I can’t wait
to see next year’s three-peat.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF GENERAL
MIKOLAJCIK

(Mr. BROWN of South Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
of my good friend, General Thomas
Mikolajcik, known to many of his
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friends as General Mik, for his lasting
commitment to our Nation’s military
and veterans.

After 27 years of active duty in the
Air Force, General Mik returned to
Charleston, where he served as chair-
man of the Charleston Chamber of
Commerce’s Military Affairs Com-
mittee. In 2005, he was diagnosed with
ALS. At that time, the disease was not
recognized as a service-connected dis-
order by the VA. Because of the high
incidence rate among veterans, General
Mik worked tirelessly with me, the en-
tire VA Committee, and General Peake
to change VA regulations to make ALS
a presumptive disease. He also played
an instrumental role in the establish-
ment of the National ALS Registry.

Because of his valiant efforts, no vet-
eran will ever have to fight for dis-
ability after they have been diagnosed
with ALS. General Mik always put
service to our country and his fellow
countrymen first, and he will be great-
ly missed.

———

FINANCIAL REGULATORY REFORM

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker,
when I recently visited a restaurant in
my rural district, a gentleman ap-
proached me to say that he was a Re-
publican and had never voted for a
Democrat, but he voted for President
Obama. He stated his appreciation that
the President was standing up to greed,
that he was standing up to Wall Street
and corporate America. He felt that
corporate greed is among the greatest
challenges facing our Nation, and he is
absolutely correct.

The first day President Obama took
office, the country was at the brink of
economic ruin triggered by financial
deregulation and banks that pursued
reckless investments to produce quick
profits. Wall Street was acting more
like casinos than banks, taking big
gambles, and when they lost, forcing
the taxpayers to pay. They got rich,
everyone else got squeezed.

Democrats have a solution. Wall
Street doesn’t like it, but we have a so-
lution. We want transparency, we want
accountability, and we will not stop
until that happens.

——
0O 1015
WE CAN DO BETTER

(Mr. GINGREY of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I come to the floor this morning
with a simple message: we can do bet-
ter. Just look around.

What has been accomplished under
the Democratic leadership? A takeover
of our health care system, otherwise
known as ObamaCare, which spends
money we don’t have, without lowering

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

the cost of health care. A cap-and-tax
energy bill which would cost the aver-
age American family an additional
$3,000 annually for the energy. And, of
course, the failed stimulus legislation
costing $861 billion that has yet to cre-
ate a single non-government job, leav-
ing our unemployment rate at an abys-
mal 9.7 percent.

Now the Senate is considering a per-
manent bailout for Wall Street, and
the President’s top economic adviser is
pushing for a European-style value
added tax on top of our current tax sys-
tem.

Mr. Speaker, the American people de-
serve better than they’re currently get-
ting, and House Republicans have a
commonsense solution that will create
jobs, lower the tax burden for Amer-
ican families, and stop spending money
that we don’t have.

———
HONORING EARTH DAY

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, this week
we celebrate Earth Day. Since its in-
ception following the tragic oil spill off
Santa Barbara, Earth Day has become
a call to action on behalf of the envi-
ronment.

As one who represents this coastline,
one of the most beautiful and sensitive
areas in America, I know that every
day is Earth Day. But the important
thing about this year’s celebration is
that it marks a turning point for our
Nation. Under Democratic leadership
our country is finally poised to begin
addressing our longstanding energy
issues.

Through the Recovery Act, for exam-
ple, we’ve launched a clean energy
economy that’s creating millions of
jobs, reducing our dependence on dirty
energy sources, and, through effi-
ciencies, lowering energy costs for
American families and businesses.

Now is the time to seize the unprece-
dented opportunity before us. The
clean energy legislation we’ve passed
in this Chamber will be the legacy we
leave for our children and our grand-
children. To protect them and all who
come after us, we must continue mak-
ing these smart investments and meet
the challenges of the 21st century.

————

STOP THE ENDLESS BAILOUTS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, beginning
in the fall of 2008, Congress approved,
and the Bush and Obama administra-
tions began to hand out taxpayer
money freely to banks and, eventually,
auto companies, with little trans-
parency and, in some cases, little hope
that the money would be repaid.

Now, the Senate is set to consider
legislation that will create a perma-
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nent culture of bailouts on Wall Street.
The legislation moves us away from
sending failed companies into bank-
ruptcy and toward government-man-
aged bailouts. There would be a dif-
ferent set of rules for the largest firms,
rules that create a perverse incentive
for these companies to take risks, rules
that encourage lower rates for the larg-
est firms because of the implicit gov-
ernment guarantee. Ultimately, we
would be creating a dozen new Fannies
and Freddies, not reforming a broken
system of government oversight.

I think the American people have had
enough of bailouts. The Dodd bill cre-
ates an endless cycle of failure where
Wall Street bankers are the only ones
who come out ahead. It should be
stopped.

———

AN INJUSTICE TO AMERICAN
WORKERS AND TAXPAYERS

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I come to
the floor to speak against a significant
injustice to both American workers
and the American taxpayer, and that is
the decision by the Air Force to extend
the deadline for offering bids for the
Air Force’s new imperative tanker,
which has allowed an illegally sub-
sidized competitor, the EADS Com-
pany, which has now taken advantage
of that, to the disadvantage of Amer-
ican workers and the disadvantage of
American taxpayers. It is inconceiv-
able to me that we have extended this
deadline to allow a competitor to offer
a bid that will be illegally subsidized
by European governments.

If this travesty is allowed to happen,
we could lose thousands of jobs. The
taxpayers would have been suffering
seeing these illegal subsidies, and a
great injustice will have been per-
petrated.

This cannot stand. We should con-
tinue to fight this grave injustice.

———

RESTORING U.S.
COMPETITIVENESS

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, our
country is on an unsustainable path
with trillion-dollar deficits annually,
continued massive government spend-
ing, and an atmosphere of uncertainty
as President Obama and congressional
Democrats have enacted $760 million in
gross new tax increases since 2009, with
more tax increases planned. It’s no
wonder that unemployment remains
stubbornly high and economic growth
is sluggish. These policies are a threat
to U.S. competitiveness.

We need a commonsense policy to
promote growth. We need to cut gov-
ernment spending and adhere to a bal-
anced budget. We need to increase U.S.
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exports by implementing the three free
trade agreements that we’ve already
negotiated. That way, we show that
America keeps its commitments. And
we need to lower the corporate tax rate
so that our U.S. companies can com-
pete against foreign competitors.

These are commonsense policies that
will lead to U.S. competitiveness, job
growth, and economic growth.

————
BATTLE OF SAN JACINTO DAY

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, on April 21, 1836, 174 years ago
today, Texas forces led by General Sam
Houston dealt a decisive blow to Gen-
eral Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna and
his oppressive government.

Several weeks after signing the
Texas Declaration of Independence in
March of 1836, roughly 900 members of
the Texan army overpowered a much
larger Mexican Army in a surprise at-
tack. Some 700 Mexican soldiers were
killed and 730 captured, while nine Tex-
ans died.

The Texas army quickly and silently
moved toward Santa Anna’s camp.
They were able to get very close be-
cause General Santa Anna was still
pleased with his victory at the Alamo
and failed to post men to watch the
Texans’ actions. At close range, the
“Twin Sisters” drawn by rawhide
thongs, were wheeled into position to
begin unloading shells at the napping
Mexican Army. The cannons were gifts
from the people of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Texas soldiers followed the bombard-
ment and yelled and shouted ‘‘Remem-
ber the Alamo” and ‘“Remember
Goliad” stopping only a few yards from
the Mexican solders to open fire in a
surprise attack.

The Mexican soldiers were better
trained than their Texas opponents.
They were caught off guard. It was a
bold attack in broad daylight.

Texas General Sam Houston, former
Member of this Congress from Ten-
nessee, future President of the Repub-
lic of Texas, future U.S. Senator and
Governor of Texas, had two horses shot
out from under him and was shot and
his ankle was shattered.

Santa Anna was captured that day
and held prisoner and signed peace
treaties to give Texas independence.

The battle is memorialized along the
San Jacinto River with a monument in
our district in La Porte, Texas. A panel
on the side of the monument states:
“Measured by its results, San Jacinto
was one of the decisive battles of the
world. The freedom of Texas from Mex-
ico won here led to annexation and to
the Mexican War, resulting in the ac-
quisition by the United States of the
States of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona,
Nevada, California, Utah and parts of
Colorado, Wyoming, Kansas and Okla-
homa. Almost one-third of the present
area of the American Nation, nearly
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one million square miles, changed sov-
ereignty.”

That’s what we’re commemorating
today.

———

NATIONAL DAY OF SILENCE

(Mr. FARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in observance of the National Day of
Silence. April 16 was the 14th year
we’ve commemorated the National Day
of Silence, a time when students across
the country remain silent for the whole
day to draw attention to discrimina-
tion toward their LGBT peers.

Every day students who are lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgendered, as
well as those who are perceived to be
LGBT, are subjected to harassment,
bullying, intimidation and violence.
These actions are incredibly harmful to
students, and they also damage our
educational system.

In addition to supporting the Na-
tional Day of Silence, I'm also proud to
be cosponsor of H.R. 4530, the Student
Nondiscrimination Act. This act is nec-
essary because bullying and discrimi-
nation are the norm for so many LGBT
young people. These youth face unique
challenges in their physical and mental
health. Last weekend a group of con-
stituents hosted a Queer Youth Health
Summit in Santa Cruz, California.

This group also works to identify
mental and physical health needs and
promote safe and healthy lifestyles for
queer and questioning youth in the re-
gion. It’s unfortunate a summit like
this is necessary, but I commend these
students for responding so compas-
sionately.

Though many lesbian, gay, bisexual
or transgender advocates and their
straight allies were silent last Friday,
we in Congress should never be. Our job
is to speak for those who cannot speak
for themselves.

————
BRAZILIAN COTTON ISSUE

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, April 6,
2010, marks the date that our farm sub-
sidies—these are programs that, on a
good day, are out of step with reality—
took an unprecedented leap into the
absurd. On that day the administration
hatched an agreement on Bragzil trade
litigation that includes the U.S. paying
Brazil $143.7 million a year for ‘‘tech-
nical assistance and capacity build-
ing.”” Because our subsidies violate
WTO rules, we’re now paying millions
to subsidize Brazilian agriculture.

Let’s think about that for a minute.
Our subsidies for U.S. farmers are out
of step with the WTO. So what do we do
in response? We subsidize our trade
partners elsewhere in the world. So
your tax dollars are not only going to
pay subsidies for U.S. agriculture, but
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now to pay subsidies for our trade part-
ners in other countries.

We have got to stop this, Mr. Speak-
er. It’s Congress’ responsibility to re-
form our cotton program and our agri-
culture subsidies.

————

WALL STREET REFORM

(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in strong support of Wall Street re-
form. With 8 million jobs lost at the
hands of Wall Street tycoons recklessly
gambling on the financial futures of
our constituents, enough is enough.

This Democratic Caucus has made
great progress in pulling our economy
back from the brink of disaster, yet the
hard work remains. It’s my hope that
we, in a bipartisan manner, can see
that reforming Wall Street is not a po-
litical issue. It is an issue that will
shape the financial security of all
Americans and prevent future eco-
nomic disasters.

When we enact this bill, it will end
bailouts by helping ensure that tax-
payers never again are on the hook for
Wall Street’s risky decisions. It will
protect families’ retirement funds, col-
lege savings, home and business finan-
cial futures from unnecessary risks,
protect consumers from predatory
lending abuses, fine print and industry
gimmicks. It will inject transparency
and accountability into the financial
system which has run amuck.

Mr. Speaker, I say to opponents of
this bill, enough is enough. It’s time to
vote in favor of Main Street all across
this great country and against the Wall
Street that has run roughshod over the
future of too many American families.

———————

WE MUST REIN IN WALL STREET
BANKS

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, 2 years ago
our Nation suffered one of the greatest
economic meltdowns in history when
the financial markets nearly collapsed
and sent the country into the deepest
recession in a generation, one that my
State of Nevada is still working to pull
itself out of.

The hardworking people of southern
Nevada have paid a steep price for the
greed and dangerous under-regulation
of Wall Street that created a fore-
closure crisis resulting in far too many
families losing their homes. Seniors
lost their retirement nest eggs, and
parents lost their savings to pay for
their children to go to college.

It’s time to ensure that the proper
safeguards are in place so that we can
prevent a crisis of this magnitude in
the future. We must rein in Wall Street
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banks that gave their executives ob-
scene bonuses while steering our econ-
omy into the ditch. We must close reg-
ulatory loopholes and strengthen over-
sight enforcement so that government
agencies cannot fall asleep at the
wheel.

The House has already passed this
important legislation that will perma-
nently end taxpayer bailouts and hold
Wall Street accountable. I urge the
Senate to do so.

———

TAX RELIEF

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Mr.
Speaker, while we are beginning to see
signs of recovery, hardworking families
and small business owners are still con-
tending with the worst economic down-
turn in decades. Creating jobs and help-
ing to get Arizona back on track re-
mains my top priority.

Washington can serve those goals by
providing much needed tax relief for
middle class households and entre-
preneurs. It will be the American peo-
ple, not the government alone, who
will get our economy moving again.
This Congress needs to support them
by helping them keep more of their
hard-earned money.

That’s why I fought for the largest
middle class tax cut in American his-
tory. According to a report by Citizens
for Tax Justice, 99 percent of working
Arizonans benefited from that package
on tax day, saving an average of over
$1,000 each.

Tax relief is putting money back into
our local economies, spurring job cre-
ation and growth. I am proud to be
standing up for this effort every step of
the way.

——
J 1030

WALL STREET

(Mr. ARCURI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, I under-
stand that one of the biggest issues fac-
ing American families today is the cost
of living and our economic future.

I'm disappointed that the health of
our Nation’s financial institutions has
come into question as a result of un-
scrupulous lending and mortgage prac-
tices, preceded by years of inadequate
regulation of the financial services in-
dustry. Republicans and Democrats
alike, for too long, have failed to hold
unscrupulous financial institutions ac-
countable, and hardworking families
across the country are paying the
price.

At the same time, I know that many
local banks have not engaged in the
risky and irresponsible lending prac-
tices that led to the economic melt-
down that we saw last year. The House-
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passed reform bill is about cleaning up
that irresponsibility and protecting
consumers, not about burdening local
banks that play by the rules.

I have witnessed firsthand the valu-
able impacts that small- and medium-
sized community banks make on the
daily lives of New York’s families,
helping them buy their first home, fi-
nance their small business, and send
their children to college. In these
tough economic times, it is critical
that Congress hold financial institu-
tions to a higher standard while allow-
ing local banks to continue to be able
to invest in their communities.

—————

HIDTA AWARDS

(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the Arizona Re-
gion of the National High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Area task force, also
known as HIDTA. The HIDTA mission
is to reduce drug trafficking in the
areas of our Nation that are most im-
pacted. This is done through a team ef-
fort among Federal, local, and State
authorities.

At the recent HIDTA conference here
in Washington, D.C., the Arizona
HIDTA was honored for its interdiction
successes and its financial investiga-
tions.

In 2009, the Arizona region completed
a 4-year investigation which led to a
$93 million settlement with Western
Union. And the Southwest Border
HIDTA, which includes Arizona, was
named the national HIDTA region of
the year. The Southwest HIDTA region
covers the drug trafficking corridors
through which more than 90 percent of
the drugs that are brought into this
country flow through.

I commend the men and women who
carry out these essential and dan-
gerous drug interdiction efforts. Thank
you to the service these men and
women give to our Nation. Thank you
for helping us secure our borders.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

——
CAREGIVERS AND VETERANS
OMNIBUS HEALTH SERVICES ACT

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill (S.
1963) to amend title 38, United States
Code, to provide assistance to care-
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givers of veterans, to improve the pro-
vision of health care to veterans, and
for other purposes, as amended.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment:

Strike out all after the enacting clause and
insert:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus
Health Services Act of 2010°".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. References to title 38, United States
Code.

TITLE I—CAREGIVER SUPPORT

101. Assistance and support services for
caregivers.

102. Medical care for family caregivers.

103. Counseling and mental health serv-
ices for caregivers.

104. Lodging and subsistence for attend-
ants.

TITLE II—-WOMEN VETERANS HEALTH
CARE MATTERS

Sec. 201. Study of barriers for women vet-
erans to health care from the
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

202. Training and certification for men-
tal health care providers of the
Department of Veterans Affairs
on care for veterans suffering
from sexual trauma and post-
traumatic stress disorder.

203. Pilot program on counseling in re-
treat settings for women vet-
erans newly separated from
service in the Armed Forces.

204. Service on certain advisory com-
mittees of women recently sep-
arated from service in the
Armed Forces.

205. Pilot program on assistance for
child care for certain veterans
receiving health care.

206. Care for mnewborn children of
women veterans receiving ma-
ternity care.

TITLE III—RURAL HEALTH
IMPROVEMENTS

301. Improvements to the Education
Debt Reduction Program.

Visual impairment and orientation
and mobility professionals edu-
cation assistance program.

Demonstration projects on alter-
natives for expanding care for
veterans in rural areas.

Program on readjustment and men-
tal health care services for vet-
erans who served in Operation
Enduring Freedom and Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom.

Travel reimbursement for veterans
receiving treatment at facili-
ties of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.

Pilot program on incentives for
physicians who assume inpa-
tient responsibilities at com-
munity hospitals in health pro-
fessional shortage areas.

Grants for veterans service organi-
zations for transportation of
highly rural veterans.

Modification of eligibility for par-
ticipation in pilot program of
enhanced contract care author-
ity for health care needs of cer-
tain veterans.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 302.

Sec. 303.

Sec. 304.

Sec. 305.

Sec. 306.

Sec. 307.

Sec. 308.
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TITLE IV-MENTAL HEALTH CARE
MATTERS

Sec. 401. Eligibility of members of the
Armed Forces who serve in Op-
eration Enduring Freedom or
Operation Iraqi Freedom for
counseling and services through
Readjustment Counseling Serv-
ice.

402. Restoration of authority of Read-
justment Counseling Service to
provide referral and other as-
sistance upon request to former
members of the Armed Forces
not authorized counseling.

403. Study on suicides among veterans.

TITLE V—-OTHER HEALTH CARE
MATTERS

501. Repeal of certain annual reporting
requirements.

Submittal date of annual report on
Gulf War research.

Payment for care furnished to
CHAMPVA beneficiaries.

Disclosure of patient treatment in-
formation from medical records
of patients lacking decision-
making capacity.

Enhancement of quality manage-
ment.

Pilot program on use of commu-
nity-based organizations and
local and State government en-
tities to ensure that veterans
receive care and benefits for
which they are eligible.

Specialized residential care and re-
habilitation for certain vet-
erans.

Expanded study on the health im-
pact of Project Shipboard Haz-
ard and Defense.

Use of non-Department facilities
for rehabilitation of individuals
with traumatic brain injury.

Pilot program on provision of den-
tal insurance plans to veterans
and survivors and dependents of
veterans.

Prohibition on collection of copay-
ments from veterans who are
catastrophically disabled.

Higher priority status for certain
veterans who are medal of
honor recipients.

Hospital care, medical services, and
nursing home care for certain
Vietnam-era veterans exposed
to herbicide and veterans of the
Persian Gulf War.

Establishment of Director of Physi-
cian Assistant Services in Vet-
erans Health Administration.

Committee on Care of Veterans
with Traumatic Brain Injury.

Increase in amount available to
disabled veterans for improve-
ments and structural alter-
ations furnished as part of
home health services.

Extension of statutorily defined co-
payments for certain veterans
for hospital care and nursing
home care.

Extension of authority to recover
cost of certain care and services
from disabled veterans with
health-plan contracts.

TITLE VI-DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL
MATTERS

Sec. 601. Enhancement of authorities for re-

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec. 502.
Sec. 503.

Sec. 504.

Sec. 505.

Sec. 506.

Sec. 507.

Sec. 508.

Sec. 509.

Sec. 510.

Sec. 511.

Sec. 512.

Sec. 513.

Sec. 514.

Sec. 515.

Sec. 516.

Sec. 517.

Sec. 518.

tention of medical profes-
sionals.
Sec. 602. Limitations on overtime duty,

weekend duty, and alternative
work schedules for nurses.
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Sec. 603. Reauthorization of health profes-
sionals educational assistance
scholarship program.

Sec. 604. Loan repayment program for clin-
ical researchers from disadvan-
taged backgrounds.

TITLE VII-HOMELESS VETERANS
MATTERS

Sec. 701. Per diem grant payments to non-
conforming entities.

TITLE VIII—-NONPROFIT RESEARCH AND

EDUCATION CORPORATIONS

Sec. 801. General authorities on establish-
ment of corporations.

Clarification of purposes of cor-
porations.

Modification of requirements for
boards of directors of corpora-
tions.

Clarification of powers of corpora-
tions.

Redesignation of section 7364A of
title 38, United States Code.
Improved accountability and over-

sight of corporations.

TITLE IX—CONSTRUCTION AND NAMING

MATTERS

Authorization of medical facility
projects.

Designation of Merril Lundman De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
Outpatient Clinic, Havre, Mon-
tana.

Designation of William C. Tallent
Department of Veterans Affairs
Outpatient Clinic, Knoxville,
Tennessee.

Designation of Max J. Beilke De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
Outpatient Clinic, Alexandria,
Minnesota.

TITLE X—OTHER MATTERS

1001. Expansion of authority for Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs police
officers.

1002. Uniform allowance for Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs police
officers.

1003. Submission of reports to Congress
by Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs in electronic form.

1004. Determination of budgetary ef-
fects for purposes of compliance
with Statutory Pay-As-You-Go-
Act of 2010.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED

STATES CODE.

Except as otherwise expressly provided,
whenever in this Act an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision,
the reference shall be considered to be made
to a section or other provision of title 38,
United States Code.

TITLE I—CAREGIVER SUPPORT
SEC. 101. ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT SERVICES
FOR CAREGIVERS.

(a) ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT SERVICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
17 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:

“§1720G. Assistance and support services for

caregivers

‘“‘(a) PROGRAM OF COMPREHENSIVE ASSIST-
ANCE FOR FAMILY CAREGIVERS.—(1)(A) The
Secretary shall establish a program of com-
prehensive assistance for family caregivers
of eligible veterans.

‘“(B) The Secretary shall only provide sup-
port under the program required by subpara-
graph (A) to a family caregiver of an eligible
veteran if the Secretary determines it is in
the best interest of the eligible veteran to do
S0

Sec. 802.

Sec. 803.

Sec. 804.

Sec. 805.

Sec. 806.

Sec. 901.

Sec. 902.

Sec. 903.

Sec. 904.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

‘.‘(2) For purposes of this subsection, an eli-
gible veteran is any individual who—
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“‘(A) is a veteran or member of the Armed
Forces undergoing medical discharge from
the Armed Forces;

‘“(B) has a serious injury (including trau-
matic brain injury, psychological trauma, or
other mental disorder) incurred or aggra-
vated in the line of duty in the active mili-
tary, naval, or air service on or after Sep-
tember 11, 2001; and

‘“(C) is in need of personal care services be-
cause of—

‘‘(i) an inability to perform one or more ac-
tivities of daily living;

‘“(ii) a need for supervision or protection
based on symptoms or residuals of neuro-
logical or other impairment or injury; or

‘“(iii) such other matters as the Secretary
considers appropriate.

“(3)(A) As part of the program required by
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall provide to
family caregivers of eligible veterans the fol-
lowing assistance:

‘(i) To each family caregiver who is ap-
proved as a provider of personal care services
for an eligible veteran under paragraph (6)—

‘(D) such instruction, preparation, and
training as the Secretary considers appro-
priate for the family caregiver to provide
personal care services to the eligible vet-
eran;

‘(IT) ongoing technical support consisting
of information and assistance to address, in
a timely manner, the routine, emergency,
and specialized caregiving needs of the fam-
ily caregiver in providing personal care serv-
ices to the eligible veteran;

‘“(III) counseling; and

“(IV) lodging and subsistence under sec-
tion 111(e) of this title.

‘(i) To each family caregiver who is des-
ignated as the primary provider of personal
care services for an eligible veteran under
paragraph (7)—

“(I) the assistance described in clause (i);

““(IT) such mental health services as the
Secretary determines appropriate;

‘“(IIT) respite care of not less than 30 days
annually, including 24-hour per day care of
the veteran commensurate with the care pro-
vided by the family caregiver to permit ex-
tended respite;

““(IV) medical care under section 1781 of
this title; and

(V) a monthly personal caregiver stipend.

““(B) Respite care provided under subpara-
graph (A)(ii)(III) shall be medically and age-
appropriate and include in-home care.

“(C)i) The amount of the monthly per-
sonal caregiver stipend provided under sub-
paragraph (A)(i)(V) shall be determined in
accordance with a schedule established by
the Secretary that specifies stipends based
upon the amount and degree of personal care
services provided.

¢“(ii) The Secretary shall ensure, to the ex-
tent practicable, that the schedule required
by clause (i) specifies that the amount of the
monthly personal caregiver stipend provided
to a primary provider of personal care serv-
ices for the provision of personal care serv-
ices to an eligible veteran is not less than
the monthly amount a commercial home
health care entity would pay an individual in
the geographic area of the eligible veteran to
provide equivalent personal care services to
the eligible veteran.

‘“(iii) If personal care services are not
available from a commercial home health
entity in the geographic area of an eligible
veteran, the amount of the monthly personal
caregiver stipend payable under the schedule
required by clause (i) with respect to the eli-
gible veteran shall be determined by taking
into consideration the costs of commercial
providers of personal care services in pro-
viding personal care services in geographic
areas other than the geographic area of the
eligible veteran with similar costs of living.
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‘‘(4) An eligible veteran and a family mem-
ber of the eligible veteran seeking to partici-
pate in the program required by paragraph
(1) shall jointly submit to the Secretary an
application therefor in such form and in such
manner as the Secretary considers appro-
priate.

‘() For each application submitted jointly
by an eligible veteran and family member,
the Secretary shall evaluate—

‘“(A) the eligible veteran—

‘(i) to identify the personal care services
required by the eligible veteran; and

‘‘(ii) to determine whether such require-
ments could be significantly or substantially
satisfied through the provision of personal
care services from a family member; and

‘“(B) the family member to determine the
amount of instruction, preparation, and
training, if any, the family member requires
to provide the personal care services re-
quired by the eligible veteran—

‘(i) as a provider of personal care services
for the eligible veteran; and

‘‘(ii) as the primary provider of personal
care services for the eligible veteran.

‘““(6)(A) The Secretary shall provide each
family member of an eligible veteran who
makes a joint application under paragraph
(4) the instruction, preparation, and training
determined to be required by such family
member under paragraph (5)(B).

‘(B) Upon the successful completion by a
family member of an eligible veteran of in-
struction, preparation, and training under
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall ap-
prove the family member as a provider of
personal care services for the eligible vet-
eran.

‘“(C) The Secretary shall, subject to regula-
tions the Secretary shall prescribe, provide
for necessary travel, lodging, and per diem
expenses incurred by a family member of an
eligible veteran in undergoing instruction,
preparation, and training under subpara-
graph (A).

‘(D) If the participation of a family mem-
ber of an eligible veteran in instruction,
preparation, and training under subpara-
graph (A) would interfere with the provision
of personal care services to the eligible vet-
eran, the Secretary shall, subject to regula-
tions as the Secretary shall prescribe and in
consultation with the veteran, provide res-
pite care to the eligible veteran during the
provision of such instruction, preparation,
and training to the family member so that
the family member can participate in such
instruction, preparation, and training with-
out interfering with the provision of such
services to the eligible veteran.

“(M(A) For each eligible veteran with at
least one family member who is described by
subparagraph (B), the Secretary shall des-
ignate one family member of such eligible
veteran as the primary provider of personal
care services for such eligible veteran.

“(B) A primary provider of personal care
services designated for an eligible veteran
under subparagraph (A) shall be selected
from among family members of the eligible
veteran who—

‘(i) are approved under paragraph (6) as a
provider of personal care services for the eli-
gible veteran;

‘“(ii) elect to provide the personal care
services to the eligible veteran that the Sec-
retary determines the eligible veteran re-
quires under paragraph (5)(A)(i);

‘“(iii) has the consent of the eligible vet-
eran to be the primary provider of personal
care services for the eligible veteran; and

‘“(iv) are considered by the Secretary as
competent to be the primary provider of per-
sonal care services for the eligible veteran.

““(C) An eligible veteran receiving personal
care services from a family member des-
ignated as the primary provider of personal
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care services for the eligible veteran under
subparagraph (A) may, in accordance with
procedures the Secretary shall establish for
such purposes, revoke consent with respect
to such family member under subparagraph
(B)(iii).

‘(D) If a family member designated as the
primary provider of personal care services
for an eligible veteran under subparagraph
(A) subsequently fails to meet any require-
ment set forth in subparagraph (B), the Sec-
retary—

‘(i) shall immediately revoke the family
member’s designation under subparagraph
(A); and

‘“(ii) may designate, in consultation with
the eligible veteran, a new primary provider
of personal care services for the eligible vet-
eran under such subparagraph.

‘“(E) The Secretary shall take such actions
as may be necessary to ensure that the rev-
ocation of a designation under subparagraph
(A) with respect to an eligible veteran does
not interfere with the provision of personal
care services required by the eligible vet-
eran.

‘(8) If an eligible veteran lacks the capac-
ity to make a decision under this subsection,
the Secretary may, in accordance with regu-
lations and policies of the Department re-
garding appointment of guardians or the use
of powers of attorney, appoint a surrogate
for the eligible veteran who may make deci-
sions and take action under this subsection
on behalf of the eligible veteran.

‘““(9)(A) The Secretary shall monitor the
well-being of each eligible veteran receiving
personal care services under the program re-
quired by paragraph (1).

‘(B) The Secretary shall document each
finding the Secretary considers pertinent to
the appropriate delivery of personal care
services to an eligible veteran under the pro-
gram.

‘“(C) The Secretary shall establish proce-
dures to ensure appropriate follow-up regard-
ing findings described in subparagraph (B).
Such procedures may include the following:

‘(i) Visiting an eligible veteran in the eli-
gible veteran’s home to review directly the
quality of personal care services provided to
the eligible veteran.

‘(ii) Taking such corrective action with re-
spect to the findings of any review of the
quality of personal care services provided an
eligible veteran as the Secretary considers
appropriate, which may include—

‘“(I) providing additional training to a fam-
ily caregiver; and

“(IT) suspending or revoking the approval
of a family caregiver under paragraph (6) or
the designation of a family caregiver under
paragraph (7).

‘“(10) The Secretary shall carry out out-
reach to inform eligible veterans and family
members of eligible veterans of the program
required by paragraph (1) and the benefits of
participating in the program.

“(b) PROGRAM OF GENERAL CAREGIVER SUP-
PORT SERVICES.—(1) The Secretary shall es-
tablish a program of support services for
caregivers of covered veterans who are en-
rolled in the health care system established
under section 1705(a) of this title (including
caregivers who do not reside with such vet-
erans).

“(2) For purposes of this subsection, a cov-
ered veteran is any individual who needs per-
sonal care services because of—

‘““(A) an inability to perform one or more
activities of daily living;

‘(B) a need for supervision or protection
based on symptoms or residuals of neuro-
logical or other impairment or injury; or

‘“(C) such other matters as the Secretary
shall specify.

““(3)(A) The support services furnished to
caregivers of covered veterans under the pro-
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gram required by paragraph (1) shall include
the following:

‘(i) Services regarding the administering
of personal care services, which, subject to
subparagraph (B), shall include—

‘“(I) educational sessions made available
both in person and on an Internet website;

“(IT) use of telehealth and other available
technologies; and

‘“(ITII) teaching techniques, strategies, and
skills for caring for a disabled veteran;

‘“(ii) Counseling and other services under
section 1782 of this title.

‘“(iii) Respite care under section 1720B of
this title that is medically and age appro-
priate for the veteran (including 24-hour per
day in-home care).

‘“(iv) Information concerning the sup-
portive services available to caregivers
under this subsection and other public, pri-
vate, and nonprofit agencies that offer sup-
port to caregivers.

‘(B) If the Secretary certifies to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate
and the House of Representatives that fund-
ing available for a fiscal year is insufficient
to fund the provision of services specified in
one or more subclauses of subparagraph
(A)({), the Secretary shall not be required
under subparagraph (A) to provide the serv-
ices so specified in the certification during
the period beginning on the date that is 180
days after the date the certification is re-
ceived by the Committees and ending on the
last day of the fiscal year.

‘“(4) In providing information under para-
graph (3)(A)(iv), the Secretary shall collabo-
rate with the Assistant Secretary for Aging
of the Department of Health and Human
Services in order to provide caregivers ac-
cess to aging and disability resource centers
under the Administration on Aging of the
Department of Health and Human Services.

‘(6) In carrying out the program required
by paragraph (1), the Secretary shall conduct
outreach to inform covered veterans and
caregivers of covered veterans about the pro-
gram. The outreach shall include an empha-
sis on covered veterans and caregivers of
covered veterans living in rural areas.

‘‘(c) CONSTRUCTION.—(1) A decision by the
Secretary under this section affecting the
furnishing of assistance or support shall be
considered a medical determination.

‘“(2) Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to create—

““(A) an employment relationship between
the Secretary and an individual in receipt of
assistance or support under this section; or

‘“(B) any entitlement to any assistance or
support provided under this section.

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘caregiver’, with respect to
an eligible veteran under subsection (a) or a
covered veteran under subsection (b), means
an individual who provides personal care
services to the veteran.

‘(2) The term ‘family caregiver’, with re-
spect to an eligible veteran under subsection
(a), means a family member who is a care-
giver of the veteran.

‘“(3) The term ‘family member’, with re-
spect to an eligible veteran under subsection
(a), means an individual who—

““(A) is a member of the family of the vet-
eran, including—

‘(i) a parent;

‘‘(ii) a spouse;

¢“(iii) a child;

‘(iv) a step-family member; and

‘(v) an extended family member; or

‘“(B) lives with the veteran but is not a
member of the family of the veteran.

‘“(4) The term ‘personal care services’, with
respect to an eligible veteran under sub-
section (a) or a covered veteran under sub-
section (b), means services that provide the
veteran the following:
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‘““(A) Assistance with one or more inde-
pendent activities of daily living.

‘“(B) Any other non-institutional extended
care (as such term is used in section
1701(6)(E) of this title).

‘“(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out the programs required by sub-
sections (a) and (b)—

‘(1) $60,000,000 for fiscal year 2010; and

““(2) $1,542,000,000 for the period of fiscal
years 2011 through 2015.”".

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 17 is
amended by inserting after the item related
to section 1720F the following new item:
“1720G. Assistance and support services for

caregivers.”.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made
by this subsection shall take effect on the
date that is 270 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(B) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall commence the pro-
grams required by subsections (a) and (b) of
section 1720G of title 38, United States Code,
as added by paragraph (1) of this subsection,
on the date on which the amendments made
by this subsection take effect.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN AND REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall—

(A) develop a plan for the implementation
of the program of comprehensive assistance
for family caregivers required by section
1720G(a)(1) of title 38, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a)(1) of this section; and

(B) submit to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a report on such plan.

(2) CONSULTATION.—In developing the plan
required by paragraph (1)(A), the Secretary
shall consult with the following:

(A) Individuals described in section
1720G(a)(2) of title 38, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a)(1) of this section.

(B) Family members of such individuals
who provide personal care services to such
individuals.

(C) The Secretary of Defense with respect
to matters concerning personal care services
for members of the Armed Forces undergoing
medical discharge from the Armed Forces
who are eligible to benefit from personal
care services furnished under the program of
comprehensive assistance required by sec-
tion 1720G(a)(1) of such title, as so added.

(D) Veterans service organizations, as rec-
ognized by the Secretary for the representa-
tion of veterans under section 5902 of such
title.

(E) National organizations that specialize
in the provision of assistance to individuals
with the types of disabilities that family
caregivers will encounter while providing
personal care services under the program of
comprehensive assistance required by sec-
tion 1720G(a)(1) of such title, as so added.

(F') National organizations that specialize
in provision of assistance to family members
of veterans who provide personal care serv-
ices to such veterans.

(G) Such other organizations with an inter-
est in the provision of care to veterans and
assistance to family caregivers as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.

(3) REPORT CONTENTS.—The report required
by paragraph (1)(B) shall contain the fol-
lowing:

(A) The plan required by paragraph (1)(A).

(B) A description of the individuals, care-
givers, and organizations consulted by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs under para-
graph (2).
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(C) A description of such consultations.

(D) The recommendations of such individ-
uals, caregivers, and organizations, if any,
that were not adopted and incorporated into
the plan required by paragraph (1)(A), and
the reasons the Secretary did not adopt such
recommendations.

(c) ANNUAL EVALUATION REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than two years
after the date described in subsection
(a)(3)(A) and annually thereafter, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives a comprehensive report on
the implementation of section 1720G of title
38, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (a)(1).

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) With respect to the program of com-
prehensive assistance for family caregivers
required by subsection (a)(1) of such section
1720G and the program of general caregiver
support services required by subsection (b)(1)
of such section—

(i) the number of caregivers that received
assistance under such programs;

(ii) the cost to the Department of pro-
viding assistance under such programs;

(iii) a description of the outcomes achieved
by, and any measurable benefits of, carrying
out such programs;

(iv) an assessment of the effectiveness and
the efficiency of the implementation of such
programs; and

(v) such recommendations, including rec-
ommendations for legislative or administra-
tive action, as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate in light of carrying out such pro-
grams.

(B) With respect to the program of com-
prehensive assistance for family caregivers
required by such subsection (a)(1)—

(i) a description of the outreach activities
carried out by the Secretary under such pro-
gram; and

(ii) an assessment of the manner in which
resources are expended by the Secretary
under such program, particularly with re-
spect to the provision of monthly personal
caregiver stipends under paragraph
(3)(A)(ii)(v) of such subsection (a).

(C) With respect to the provision of general
caregiver support services required by such
subsection (b)(1)—

(i) a summary of the support services made
available under the program;

(ii) the number of caregivers who received
support services under the program;

(iii) the cost to the Department of pro-
viding each support service provided under
the program; and

(iv) such other information as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.

(d) REPORT ON EXPANSION OF FAMILY CARE-
GIVER ASSISTANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than two years
after the date described in subsection
(a)(3)(A), the Secretary shall submit to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
of the House of Representatives a report on
the feasibility and advisability of expanding
the provision of assistance under section
1720G(a) of title 38, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a)(1), to family care-
givers of veterans who have a serious injury
incurred or aggravated in the line of duty in
the active military, naval, or air service be-
fore September 11, 2001.

(2) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The report re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall include such
recommendations as the Secretary considers
appropriate with respect to the expansion de-
scribed in such paragraph.
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SEC. 102. MEDICAL CARE FOR FAMILY CARE-
GIVERS.

Section 1781(a) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (3), by inserting ‘‘and” at
the end; and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (3), the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘“(4) an individual designated as a primary
provider of personal care services under sec-
tion 1720G(a)(7)(A) of this title who is not en-
titled to care or services under a health-plan
contract (as defined in section 1725(f) of this
title),”.

SEC. 103. COUNSELING AND MENTAL HEALTH
SERVICES FOR CAREGIVERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1782(c) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking *;
inserting a semicolon;

(2) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (3); and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (2):

‘(2) a family caregiver of an eligible vet-
eran or a caregiver of a covered veteran (as
those terms are defined in section 1720G of
this title); or’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The section
heading of section 1782 is amended by adding
at the end, the following: ‘“‘and caregivers’’.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 17 is
amended by striking the item relating to
section 1782 and inserting the following new
item:

1782,

or” and

Counseling, training, and mental
health services for immediate
family members and care-
givers.”.

SEC. 104. LODGING AND SUBSISTENCE FOR AT-

TENDANTS.

Section 111(e) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“When’ and inserting the
following: ‘(1) Except as provided in para-
graph (2), when”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

““(2)(A) Without regard to whether an eligi-
ble veteran entitled to mileage under this
section for travel to a Department facility
for the purpose of medical examination,
treatment, or care requires an attendant in
order to perform such travel, an attendant of
such veteran described in subparagraph (B)
may be allowed expenses of travel (including
lodging and subsistence) upon the same basis
as such veteran during—

‘‘(i) the period of time in which such vet-
eran is traveling to and from a Department
facility for the purpose of medical examina-
tion, treatment, or care; and

‘‘(ii) the duration of the medical examina-
tion, treatment, or care episode for such vet-
eran.

‘“(B) An attendant of a veteran described in
this subparagraph is a provider of personal
care services for such veteran who is ap-
proved under paragraph (6) of section
1720G(a) of this title or designated under
paragraph (7) of such section 1720G(a).

‘(C) The Secretary may prescribe regula-
tions to carry out this paragraph. Such regu-
lations may include provisions—

‘(1) to limit the number of attendants that
may receive expenses of travel under this
paragraph for a single medical examination,
treatment, or care episode of an eligible vet-
eran; and

‘‘(ii) to require such attendants to use cer-
tain travel services.

‘(D) In this subsection, the term ‘eligible
veteran’ has the meaning given that term in
section 1720G(a)(2) of this title.”’.
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TITLE II—WOMEN VETERANS HEALTH
CARE MATTERS
SEC. 201. STUDY OF BARRIERS FOR WOMEN VET-
ERANS TO HEALTH CARE FROM THE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall conduct a comprehen-
sive study of the barriers to the provision of
comprehensive health care by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs encountered by
women who are veterans. In conducting the
study, the Secretary shall—

(1) survey women veterans who seek or re-
ceive hospital care or medical services pro-
vided by the Department of Veterans Affairs
as well as women veterans who do not seek
or receive such care or services;

(2) administer the survey to a representa-
tive sample of women veterans from each
Veterans Integrated Service Network; and

(3) ensure that the sample of women vet-
erans surveyed is of sufficient size for the
study results to be statistically significant
and is a larger sample than that of the study
referred to in subsection (b).

(b) USE OF PREVIOUS STUDY.—In conducting
the study required by subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall build on the work of the study of
the Department of Veterans Affairs titled
“National Survey of Women Veterans in Fis-
cal Year 2007-2008".

(¢) ELEMENTS OF STUDY.—In conducting the
study required by subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall conduct research on the effects
of the following on the women veterans sur-
veyed in the study:

(1) The perceived stigma associated with
seeking mental health care services.

(2) The effect of driving distance or avail-
ability of other forms of transportation to
the nearest medical facility on access to
care.

(3) The availability of child care.

(4) The acceptability of integrated primary
care, women'’s health clinics, or both.

(56) The comprehension of eligibility re-
quirements for, and the scope of services
available under, hospital care and medical
services.

(6) The perception of personal safety and
comfort in inpatient, outpatient, and behav-
ioral health facilities.

(7) The gender sensitivity of health care
providers and staff to issues that particu-
larly affect women.

(8) The effectiveness of outreach for health
care services available to women veterans.

(9) The location and operating hours of
health care facilities that provide services to
women veterans.

(10) Such other significant barriers as the
Secretary considers appropriate.

(d) DISCHARGE BY CONTRACT.—The Sec-
retary shall enter into a contract with a
qualified independent entity or organization
to carry out the study and research required
under this section.

(e) MANDATORY REVIEW OF DATA BY CER-
TAIN DEPARTMENT DIVISIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall en-
sure that the head of each division of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs specified in
paragraph (2) reviews the results of the study
conducted under this section. The head of
each such division shall submit findings with
respect to the study to the Under Secretary
for Health and to other pertinent program
offices within the Department of Veterans
Affairs with responsibilities relating to
health care services for women veterans.

(2) SPECIFIED DIVISIONS.—The divisions of
the Department of Veterans Affairs specified
in this paragraph are the following:

(A) The Center for Women Veterans estab-
lished under section 318 of title 38, United
States Code.
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(B) The Advisory Committee on Women
Veterans established under section 542 of
such title.

(f) REPORTS.—

(1) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later
than six months after the date on which the
Department of Veterans Affairs publishes a
final report on the study titled ‘‘National
Survey of Women Veterans in Fiscal Year
20072008, the Secretary shall submit to
Congress a report on the status of the imple-
mentation of this section.

(2) REPORT ON STUDY.—Not later than 30
months after the date on which the Depart-
ment publishes such final report, the Sec-
retary shall submit to Congress a report on
the study required under this section. The
report shall include recommendations for
such administrative and legislative action as
the Secretary considers appropriate. The re-
port shall also include the findings of the
head of each division of the Department
specified under subsection (e)(2) and of the
Under Secretary for Health.

(g) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs $4,000,000 to
carry out this section.

SEC. 202. TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION FOR
MENTAL HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS ON CARE FOR VETERANS
SUFFERING FROM SEXUAL TRAUMA
AND POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS DIS-
ORDER.

Section 1720D is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (f); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (c¢) the fol-
lowing new subsections:

‘“(d)(1) The Secretary shall carry out a pro-
gram to provide graduate medical education,
training, certification, and continuing med-
ical education for mental health profes-
sionals who provide counseling, care, and
services under subsection (a).

‘“(2) In carrying out the program required
by paragraph (1), the Secretary shall ensure
that—

‘“(A) all mental health professionals de-
scribed in such paragraph have been trained
in a consistent manner; and

‘(B) training described in such paragraph
includes principles of evidence-based treat-
ment and care for sexual trauma and post-
traumatic stress disorder.

‘“(e) Each year, the Secretary shall submit
to Congress an annual report on the coun-
seling, care, and services provided to vet-
erans pursuant to this section. Each report
shall include data for the year covered by
the report with respect to each of the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) The number of mental health profes-
sionals, graduate medical education train-
ees, and primary care providers who have
been certified under the program required by
subsection (d) and the amount and nature of
continuing medical education provided under
such program to such professionals, trainees,
and providers who are so certified.

‘“(2) The number of women veterans who
received counseling and care and services
under subsection (a) from professionals and
providers who received training under sub-
section (d).

‘“(3) The number of graduate medical edu-
cation, training, certification, and con-
tinuing medical education courses provided
by reason of subsection (d).

‘“(4) The number of trained full-time equiv-
alent employees required in each facility of
the Department to meet the needs of vet-
erans requiring treatment and care for sex-
ual trauma and post-traumatic stress dis-
order.

“(5) Such recommendations for improve-
ments in the treatment of women veterans
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with sexual trauma and post-traumatic
stress disorder as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate.
‘“(6) Such other information as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate.”.
SEC. 203. PILOT PROGRAM ON COUNSELING IN
RETREAT SETTINGS FOR WOMEN

VETERANS NEWLY SEPARATED
FROM SERVICE IN THE ARMED
FORCES.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Commencing not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall carry out, through the Readjustment
Counseling Service of the Veterans Health
Administration, a pilot program to evaluate
the feasibility and advisability of providing
reintegration and readjustment services de-
scribed in subsection (b) in group retreat set-
tings to women veterans who are recently
separated from service in the Armed Forces
after a prolonged deployment.

(2) PARTICIPATION AT ELECTION OF VET-
ERAN.—The participation of a veteran in the
pilot program under this section shall be at
the election of the veteran.

(b) COVERED SERVICES.—The services pro-
vided to a woman veteran under the pilot
program shall include the following:

(1) Information on reintegration into the
veteran’s family, employment, and commu-
nity.

(2) Financial counseling.

(3) Occupational counseling.

(4) Information and counseling on stress
reduction.

(5) Information and counseling on conflict
resolution.

(6) Such other information and counseling
as the Secretary considers appropriate to as-
sist a woman veteran under the pilot pro-
gram in reintegration into the veteran’s
family, employment, and community.

(c) LOCATIONS.—The Secretary shall carry
out the pilot program at not fewer than
three locations selected by the Secretary for
purposes of the pilot program.

(d) DURATION.—The pilot program shall be
carried out during the two-year period begin-
ning on the date of the commencement of
the pilot program.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the completion of the pilot program, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
on the pilot program. The report shall con-
tain the findings and conclusions of the Sec-
retary as a result of the pilot program, and
shall include such recommendations for the
continuation or expansion of the pilot pro-
gram as the Secretary considers appropriate.

(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for each of fis-
cal years 2010 and 2011, $2,000,000 to carry out
the pilot program.

SEC. 204. SERVICE ON CERTAIN ADVISORY COM-
MITTEES OF WOMEN RECENTLY SEP-
ARATED FROM SERVICE IN THE
ARMED FORCES.

(a) ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON WOMEN VET-
ERANS.—Section 542(a)(2)(A) is amended—

(1) in clause (ii), by striking ‘“‘and’ at the
end;

(2) in clause (iii), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and”’; and

(3) by inserting after clause (iii) the fol-
lowing new clause:

‘(iv) women veterans who are recently sep-
arated from service in the Armed Forces.”’.

(b) ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON MINORITY VET-
ERANS.—Section 544(a)(2)(A) is amended—

(1) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘and” at the
end;

(2) in clause (iv), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; and”’; and

(3) by inserting after clause (iv) the fol-
lowing new clause:
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‘“(v) women veterans who are minority
group members and are recently separated
from service in the Armed Forces.”.

(c) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by this section shall apply to appointments
made on or after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

SEC. 205. PILOT PROGRAM ON ASSISTANCE FOR
CHILD CARE FOR CERTAIN VET-
ERANS RECEIVING HEALTH CARE.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall carry out a
pilot program to assess the feasibility and
advisability of providing, subject to sub-
section (b), assistance to qualified veterans
described in subsection (c¢) to obtain child
care so that such veterans can receive health
care services described in subsection (c).

(b) LIMITATION ON PERIOD OF PAYMENTS.—
Assistance may only be provided to a quali-
fied veteran under the pilot program for re-
ceipt of child care during the period that the
qualified veteran—

(1) receives the types of health care serv-
ices described in subsection (c) at a facility
of the Department; and

(2) requires travel to and return from such
facility for the receipt of such health care
services.

(c) QUALIFIED VETERANS.—For purposes of
this section, a qualified veteran is a veteran
who is—

(1) the primary caretaker of a child or chil-
dren; and

(2)(A) receiving from the Department—

(i) regular mental health care services;

(ii) intensive mental health care services;
or

(iii) such other intensive health care serv-
ices that the Secretary determines that pro-
vision of assistance to the veteran to obtain
child care would improve access to such
health care services by the veteran; or

(B) in need of regular or intensive mental
health care services from the Department,
and but for lack of child care services, would
receive such health care services from the
Department.

(d) LOCATIONS.—The Secretary shall carry
out the pilot program in no fewer than three
Veterans Integrated Service Networks se-
lected by the Secretary for purposes of the
pilot program.

(e) DURATION.—The pilot program shall be
carried out during the two-year period begin-
ning on the date of the commencement of
the pilot program.

(f) FORMS OF CHILD CARE ASSISTANCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Child care assistance
under this section may include the following:

(A) Stipends for the payment of child care
offered by licensed child care centers (either
directly or through a voucher program)
which shall be, to the extent practicable,
modeled after the Department of Veterans
Affairs Child Care Subsidy Program estab-
lished pursuant to section 630 of the Treas-
ury and General Government Appropriations
Act, 2002 (Public Law 107-67; 115 Stat. 552).

(B) Direct provision of child care at an on-
site facility of the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

(C) Payments to private child care agen-
cies.

(D) Collaboration with facilities or pro-
grams of other Federal departments or agen-
cies.

(E) Such other forms of assistance as the
Secretary considers appropriate.

(2) AMOUNTS OF STIPENDS.—In the case that
child care assistance under this section is
provided as a stipend under paragraph (1)(A),
such stipend shall cover the full cost of such
child care.

(g) REPORT.—Not later than six months
after the completion of the pilot program,
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the pilot program. The report shall
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include the findings and conclusions of the
Secretary as a result of the pilot program,
and shall include such recommendations for
the continuation or expansion of the pilot
program as the Secretary considers appro-
priate.

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to carry out
the pilot program $1,500,000 for each of fiscal
years 2010 and 2011.

SEC. 206. CARE FOR NEWBORN CHILDREN OF
WOMEN VETERANS RECEIVING MA-
TERNITY CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter VIII of chap-
ter 17 is amended by adding at the end the
following new section:

“§1786. Care for newborn children of women
veterans receiving maternity care

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may fur-
nish health care services described in sub-
section (b) to a newborn child of a woman
veteran who is receiving maternity care fur-
nished by the Department for not more than
seven days after the birth of the child if the
veteran delivered the child in—

‘(1) a facility of the Department; or

‘“(2) another facility pursuant to a Depart-
ment contract for services relating to such
delivery.

“(b) COVERED HEALTH CARE SERVICES.—
Health care services described in this sub-
section are all post-delivery care services,
including routine care services, that a new-
born child requires.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 17 is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 1785 the following new item:
€“1786. Care for newborn children of women

veterans receiving maternity
care.”.
TITLE III—RURAL HEALTH
IMPROVEMENTS
SEC. 301. IMPROVEMENTS TO THE EDUCATION
DEBT REDUCTION PROGRAM.

(a) INCLUSION OF EMPLOYEE RETENTION AS
PURPOSE OF PROGRAM.—Section 7681(a)(2) is
amended by inserting ‘‘and retention’ after
“‘recruitment’’ the first time it appears.

(b) EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY.—Section
7682 is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘a re-
cently appointed’ and inserting ‘‘an’’; and

(2) by striking subsection (c).

(c) INCREASE IN MAXIMUM ANNUAL AMOUNT
OF PAYMENTS.—Paragraph (1) of subsection
(d) of section 7683 is amended—

(1) by striking °$44,000” and inserting
¢‘$60,000”’; and

(2) by striking ¢$10,000” and inserting
€“$12,000.

(d) EXCEPTION TO LIMITATION ON AMOUNT
FOR CERTAIN PARTICIPANTS.—Such subsection
is further amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

‘“(83)(A) The Secretary may waive the limi-
tations under paragraphs (1) and (2) in the
case of a participant described in subpara-
graph (B). In the case of such a waiver, the
total amount of education debt repayments
payable to that participant is the total
amount of the principal and the interest on
the participant’s loans referred to in sub-
section (a).

“(B) A participant described in this sub-
paragraph is a participant in the Program
who the Secretary determines serves in a po-
sition for which there is a shortage of quali-
fied employees by reason of either the loca-
tion or the requirements of the position.”.
SEC. 302. VISUAL IMPAIRMENT AND ORIENTA-

TION AND MOBILITY PROFES-
SIONALS EDUCATION ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM.—Part V is
amended by inserting after chapter 74 the
following new chapter:
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“CHAPTER 75—VISUAL IMPAIRMENT AND
ORIENTATION AND MOBILITY PROFES-
SIONALS EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

‘“Sec.

¢7501. Establishment of scholarship program;

purpose.

Application and acceptance.

Amount of assistance; duration.

Agreement.

Repayment for failure to satisfy re-
quirements of agreement.
“§7501. Establishment of scholarship pro-

gram; purpose

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Secretary shall
establish and carry out a scholarship pro-
gram to provide financial assistance in ac-
cordance with this chapter to individuals
who—

‘(1) are accepted for enrollment or cur-
rently enrolled in a program of study leading
to a degree or certificate in visual impair-
ment or orientation and mobility, or a dual
degree or certification in both such areas, at
an accredited (as determined by the Sec-
retary) educational institution that is in a
State; and

‘(2) enter into an agreement with the Sec-
retary as described in section 7504 of this
title.

‘“(b) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the scholar-
ship program is to increase the supply of
qualified blind rehabilitation specialists for
the Department and the Nation.

‘“(c) OUTREACH.—The Secretary shall pub-
licize the scholarship program to edu-
cational institutions throughout the United
States, with an emphasis on disseminating
information to such institutions with high
numbers of Hispanic students and to Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities.

“§7502. Application and acceptance

‘“(a) APPLICATION.—(1) To apply and par-
ticipate in the scholarship program under
this chapter, an individual shall submit to
the Secretary an application for such par-
ticipation together with an agreement de-
scribed in section 7504 of this title under
which the participant agrees to serve a pe-
riod of obligated service in the Department
as provided in the agreement in return for
payment of educational assistance as pro-
vided in the agreement.

‘(2) In distributing application forms and
agreement forms to individuals desiring to
participate in the scholarship program, the
Secretary shall include with such forms the
following:

“(A) A fair summary of the rights and li-
abilities of an individual whose application
is approved (and whose agreement is accept-
ed) by the Secretary.

‘“(B) A full description of the terms and
conditions that apply to participation in the
scholarship program and service in the De-
partment.

‘“‘(b) APPROVAL.—(1) Upon the Secretary’s
approval of an individual’s participation in
the scholarship program, the Secretary
shall, in writing, promptly notify the indi-
vidual of that acceptance.

‘(2) An individual becomes a participant in
the scholarship program upon such approval
by the Secretary.

“§7503. Amount of assistance; duration

‘‘(a) AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—The amount
of the financial assistance provided an indi-
vidual under the scholarship program under
this chapter shall be the amount determined
by the Secretary as being necessary to pay
the tuition and fees of the individual. In the
case of an individual enrolled in a program
of study leading to a dual degree or certifi-
cation in both the areas of study described in
section 7501(a)(1) of this title, the tuition and

7502,
£7503.
£7504.
£7505.
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fees shall not exceed the amounts necessary
for the minimum number of credit hours to
achieve such dual degree or certification.

““(b) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER ASSISTANCE.—
Financial assistance may be provided to an
individual under the scholarship program to
supplement other educational assistance to
the extent that the total amount of edu-
cational assistance received by the indi-
vidual during an academic year does not ex-
ceed the total tuition and fees for such aca-
demic year.

“(c) MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—(1)
The total amount of assistance provided
under the scholarship program for an aca-
demic year to an individual who is a full-
time student may not exceed $15,000.

‘(2) In the case of an individual who is a
part-time student, the total amount of as-
sistance provided under the scholarship pro-
gram shall bear the same ratio to the
amount that would be paid under paragraph
(1) if the participant were a full-time student
in the program of study being pursued by the
individual as the coursework carried by the
individual to full-time coursework in that
program of study.

‘(3) The total amount of assistance pro-
vided to an individual under the scholarship
program may not exceed $45,000.

“(d) MAXIMUM DURATION OF ASSISTANCE.—
Financial assistance may not be provided to
an individual under the scholarship program
for more than six academic years.

“§7504. Agreement

‘““An agreement between the Secretary and
a participant in the scholarship program
under this chapter shall be in writing, shall
be signed by the participant, and shall in-
clude—

‘(1) the Secretary’s agreement to provide
the participant with financial assistance as
authorized under this chapter;

‘“(2) the participant’s agreement—

‘“(A) to accept such financial assistance;

‘“(B) to maintain enrollment and attend-
ance in the program of study described in
section 7501(a)(1) of this title;

‘(C) while enrolled in such program, to
maintain an acceptable level of academic
standing (as determined by the educational
institution offering such program under reg-
ulations prescribed by the Secretary); and

‘(D) after completion of the program, to
serve as a full-time employee in the Depart-
ment for a period of three years, to be served
within the first six years after the partici-
pant has completed such program and re-
ceived a degree or certificate described in
section 7501(a)(1) of this title; and

‘(3) any other terms and conditions that
the Secretary considers appropriate for car-
rying out this chapter.

“§7505. Repayment for failure to satisfy re-
quirements of agreement

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—An individual who re-
ceives educational assistance under the
scholarship program under this chapter shall
repay to the Secretary an amount equal to
the unearned portion of such assistance if
the individual fails to satisfy the require-
ments of the agreement entered into under
section 7504 of this title, except in cir-
cumstances authorized by the Secretary.

“(b) AMOUNT OF REPAYMENT.—The Sec-
retary shall establish, by regulations, proce-
dures for determining the amount of the re-
payment required under this section and the
circumstances under which an exception to
the required repayment may be granted.

“(c) WAIVER OR SUSPENSION OF COMPLI-
ANCE.—The Secretary shall prescribe regula-
tions providing for the waiver or suspension
of any obligation of an individual for service
or payment under this chapter (or an agree-
ment under this chapter) whenever—
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‘(1) noncompliance by the individual is
due to circumstances beyond the control of
the individual; or

‘“(2) the Secretary determines that the
waiver or suspension of compliance is in the
best interest of the United States.

‘“(d) OBLIGATION AS DEBT TO UNITED
STATES.—An obligation to repay the Sec-
retary under this section is, for all purposes,
a debt owed the United States. A discharge
in bankruptcy under title 11 does not dis-
charge a person from such debt if the dis-
charge order is entered less than five years
after the date of the termination of the
agreement or contract on which the debt is
based.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The tables of
chapters at the beginning of title 38, and of
part V, are each amended by inserting after
the item relating to chapter 74 the following
new item:

““75. Visual Impairment and Orienta-
tion and Mobility Professionals
Educational Assistance Program 7501,

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall implement chapter 75
of title 38, United States Code, as added by
subsection (a), not later than six months
after the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 303. DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS ON ALTER-

NATIVES FOR EXPANDING CARE FOR
VETERANS IN RURAL AREAS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may, through the Director of
the Office of Rural Health, carry out dem-
onstration projects to examine the feasi-
bility and advisability of alternatives for ex-
panding care for veterans in rural areas,
which may include the following:

(1) Establishing a partnership between the
Department of Veterans Affairs and the Cen-
ters for Medicare and Medicaid Services of
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices to coordinate care for veterans in rural
areas at critical access hospitals (as des-
ignated or certified under section 1820 of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395i-4)).

(2) Establishing a partnership between the
Department of Veterans Affairs and the De-
partment of Health and Human Services to
coordinate care for veterans in rural areas at
community health centers.

(3) Expanding coordination between the
Department of Veterans Affairs and the In-
dian Health Service to expand care for In-
dian veterans.

(b) GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that the demonstration
projects carried out under subsection (a) are
located at facilities that are geographically
distributed throughout the United States.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than two years after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit a report on the re-
sults of the demonstration projects carried
out under subsection (a) to—

(1) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and
the Committee on Appropriations of the Sen-
ate; and

(2) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $5,000,000 for fiscal
year 2010 and each fiscal year thereafter.

SEC. 304. PROGRAM ON READJUSTMENT AND
MENTAL HEALTH CARE SERVICES
FOR VETERANS WHO SERVED IN OP-
ERATION ENDURING FREEDOM AND
OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM.

(a) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
establish a program to provide—

(1) to veterans of Operation Enduring Free-
dom and Operation Iraqi Freedom, particu-
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larly veterans who served in such operations
while in the National Guard and the Re-
serves—

(A) peer outreach services;

(B) peer support services;

(C) readjustment counseling and services
described in section 1712A of title 38, United
States Code; and

(D) mental health services; and

(2) to members of the immediate family of
veterans described in paragraph (1), during
the three-year period beginning on the date
of the return of such veterans from deploy-
ment in Operation Enduring Freedom or Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom, education, support,
counseling, and mental health services to as-
sist in—

(A) the readjustment of such veterans to
civilian life;

(B) in the case such veterans have an in-
jury or illness incurred during such deploy-
ment, the recovery of such veterans from
such injury or illness; and

(C) the readjustment of the family fol-
lowing the return of such veterans.

(b) CONTRACTS WITH COMMUNITY MENTAL
HEALTH CENTERS AND OTHER QUALIFIED ENTI-
TIES.—In carrying out the program required
by subsection (a), the Secretary may con-
tract with community mental health centers
and other qualified entities to provide the
services required by such subsection only in
areas the Secretary determines are not ade-
quately served by other health care facilities
or vet centers of the Department of Veterans
Affairs. Such contracts shall require each
contracting community health center or en-
tity—

(1) to the extent practicable, to use tele-
health services for the delivery of services
required by subsection (a);

(2) to the extent practicable, to employ
veterans trained under subsection (c¢) in the
provision of services covered by that sub-
section;

(3) to participate in the training program
conducted in accordance with subsection (d);

(4) to comply with applicable protocols of
the Department before incurring any liabil-
ity on behalf of the Department for the pro-
vision of services required by subsection (a);

(5) for each veteran for whom a community
mental health center or other qualified enti-
ty provides mental health services under
such contract, to provide the Department
with such clinical summary information as
the Secretary shall require;

(6) to submit annual reports to the Sec-
retary containing, with respect to the pro-
gram required by subsection (a) and for the
last full calendar year ending before the sub-
mittal of such report—

(A) the number of the veterans served, vet-
erans diagnosed, and courses of treatment
provided to veterans as part of the program
required by subsection (a); and

(B) demographic information for such serv-
ices, diagnoses, and courses of treatment;
and

(7) to meet such other requirements as the
Secretary shall require.

(¢) TRAINING OF VETERANS FOR PROVISION
OF PEER-OUTREACH AND PEER-SUPPORT SERV-
ICES.—In carrying out the program required
by subsection (a), the Secretary shall con-
tract with a national not-for-profit mental
health organization to carry out a national
program of training for veterans described in
subsection (a) to provide the services de-
scribed in subparagraphs (A) and (B) of para-
graph (1) of such subsection.

(d) TRAINING OF CLINICIANS FOR PROVISION
OF SERVICES.—The Secretary shall conduct a
training program for clinicians of commu-
nity mental health centers or entities that
have contracts with the Secretary under sub-
section (b) to ensure that such clinicians can
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provide the services required by subsection

(a) in a manner that—

(1) recognizes factors that are unique to
the experience of veterans who served on ac-
tive duty in Operation Enduring Freedom or
Operation Iraqi Freedom (including their
combat and military training experiences);
and

(2) uses best practices and technologies.

(e) VET CENTER DEFINED.—In this section,
the term ‘‘vet center’” means a center for re-
adjustment counseling and related mental
health services for veterans under section
1712A of title 38, United States Code.

SEC. 305. TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT FOR VET-
ERANS RECEIVING TREATMENT AT
FACILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) ENHANCEMENT OF ALLOWANCE BASED
UPON MILEAGE TRAVELED.—Section 111 is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘trav-
eled,” and inserting ‘‘(at a rate of 41.5 cents
per mile),”’; and

(2) by amending subsection (g) to read as
follows:

“(g)(1) Beginning one year after the date of
the enactment of the Caregivers and Vet-
erans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010,
the Secretary may adjust the mileage rate
described in subsection (a) to be equal to the
mileage reimbursement rate for the use of
privately owned vehicles by Government em-
ployees on official business (when a Govern-
ment vehicle is available), as prescribed by
the Administrator of General Services under
section 5707(b) of title 5.

‘“(2) If an adjustment in the mileage rate
under paragraph (1) results in a lower mile-
age rate than the mileage rate otherwise
specified in subsection (a), the Secretary
shall, not later than 60 days before the date
of the implementation of the mileage rate as
so adjusted, submit to Congress a written re-
port setting forth the adjustment in the
mileage rate under this subsection, together
with a justification for the decision to make
the adjustment in the mileage rate under
this subsection.”.

(b) COVERAGE OF COST OF TRANSPORTATION
BY AIR.—Subsection (a) of section 111, as
amended by subsection (a)(1), is further
amended by inserting after the first sentence
the following new sentence: ‘‘Actual nec-
essary expense of travel includes the reason-
able costs of airfare if travel by air is the
only practical way to reach a Department fa-
cility.”.

(c) ELIMINATION OF LIMITATION BASED ON
MAXIMUM ANNUAL RATE OF PENSION.—Sub-
section (b)(1)(D)(i) of such section is amend-
ed by inserting ‘“‘who is not traveling by air
and”’ before ‘“‘whose annual’’.

(d) DETERMINATION OF PRACTICALITY.—Sub-
section (b) of such section is amended by
adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

‘“(4) In determining for purposes of sub-
section (a) whether travel by air is the only
practical way for a veteran to reach a De-
partment facility, the Secretary shall con-
sider the medical condition of the veteran
and any other impediments to the use of
ground transportation by the veteran.”’.

(e) NO EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR BENE-
FICIARY TRAVEL.—The amendments made by
subsections (b) and (d) of this section may
not be construed as expanding or otherwise
modifying eligibility for payments or allow-
ances for beneficiary travel under section 111
of title 38, United States Code, as in effect on
the day before the date of the enactment of
this Act.

(f) CLARIFICATION OF RELATION TO PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION IN VETERANS HEALTH AD-
MINISTRATION HANDBOOK.—Not later than 30
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
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revise the Veterans Health Administration
Handbook to clarify that an allowance for
travel based on mileage paid under section
111(a) of title 38, United States Code, may ex-
ceed the cost of such travel by public trans-
portation regardless of medical necessity.
SEC. 306. PILOT PROGRAM ON INCENTIVES FOR
PHYSICIANS WHO ASSUME INPA-
TIENT RESPONSIBILITIES AT COM-
MUNITY HOSPITALS IN HEALTH
PROFESSIONAL SHORTAGE AREAS.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall carry out a
pilot program to assess the feasability and
advisability of each of the following:

(1) The provision of financial incentives to
eligible physicians who obtain and maintain
inpatient privileges at community hospitals
in health professional shortage areas in
order to facilitate the provision by such phy-
sicians of primary care and mental health
services to veterans at such hospitals.

(2) The collection of payments from third-
party providers for care provided by eligible
physicians to nonveterans while discharging
inpatient responsibilities at community hos-
pitals in the course of exercising the privi-
leges described in paragraph (1).

(b) ELIGIBLE PHYSICIANS.—For purposes of
this section, an eligible physician is a pri-
mary care or mental health physician em-
ployed by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs on a full-time basis.

(c) DURATION OF PROGRAM.—The pilot pro-
gram shall be carried out during the three-
year period beginning on the date of the
commencement of the pilot program.

(d) LOCATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The pilot program shall be
carried out at not less than five community
hospitals in each of not less than two Vet-
erans Integrated Services Networks. The
hospitals shall be selected by the Secretary
using the results of the survey required
under subsection (e).

(2) QUALIFYING COMMUNITY HOSPITALS.—A
community hospital may be selected by the
Secretary as a location for the pilot program
if—

(A) the hospital is located in a health pro-
fessional shortage area; and

(B) the number of eligible physicians will-
ing to assume inpatient responsibilities at
the hospital (as determined using the result
of the survey) is sufficient for purposes of
the pilot program.

(e) SURVEY OF PHYSICIAN INTEREST IN PAR-
TICIPATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall conduct a survey of eligi-
ble physicians to determine the extent of the
interest of such physicians in participating
in the pilot program.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The survey shall disclose
the type, amount, and nature of the financial
incentives to be provided under subsection
(h) to physicians participating in the pilot
program.

(f) PHYSICIAN PARTICIPATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall select
physicians for participation in the pilot pro-
gram from among eligible physicians who—

(A) express interest in participating in the
pilot program in the survey conducted under
subsection (e);

(B) are in good standing with the Depart-
ment; and

(C) primarily have clinical responsibilities
with the Department.

(2) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.—Participa-
tion in the pilot program shall be voluntary.
Nothing in this section shall be construed to
require a physician working for the Depart-
ment to assume inpatient responsibilities at
a community hospital unless otherwise re-
quired as a term or condition of employment
with the Department.
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(g) ASSUMPTION OF INPATIENT PHYSICIAN
RESPONSIBILITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each eligible physician
selected for participation in the pilot pro-
gram shall assume and maintain inpatient
responsibilities, including inpatient respon-
sibilities with respect to nonveterans, at one
or more community hospitals selected by the
Secretary for participation in the pilot pro-
gram under subsection (d).

(2) COVERAGE UNDER FEDERAL TORT CLAIMS
AcT.—If an eligible physician participating
in the pilot program carries out on-call re-
sponsibilities at a community hospital where
privileges to practice at such hospital are
conditioned upon the provision of services to
individuals who are not veterans while the
physician is on call for such hospital, the
provision of such services by the physician
shall be considered an action within the
scope of the physician’s office or employ-
ment for purposes of chapter 171 of title 28,
United States Code (commonly referred to as
the ‘“Federal Tort Claims Act”’).

(h) COMPENSATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide each eligible physician participating in
the pilot program with such compensation
(including pay and other appropriate com-
pensation) as the Secretary considers appro-
priate to compensate such physician for the
discharge of any inpatient responsibilities by
such physician at a community hospital for
which such physician would not otherwise be
compensated by the Department as a full-
time employee of the Department.

(2) WRITTEN AGREEMENT.—The amount of
any compensation to be provided a physician
under the pilot program shall be specified in
a written agreement entered into by the Sec-
retary and the physician for purposes of the
pilot program.

(3) TREATMENT OF COMPENSATION.—The Sec-
retary shall consult with the Director of the
Office of Personnel Management on the in-
clusion of a provision in the written agree-
ment required under paragraph (2) that de-
scribes the treatment under Federal law of
any compensation provided a physician
under the pilot program, including treat-
ment for purposes of retirement under the
civil service laws.

(i) COLLECTIONS FROM THIRD PARTIES.—In
carrying out the pilot program for the pur-
pose described in subsection (a)(2), the Sec-
retary shall implement a variety and range
of requirements and mechanisms for the col-
lection from third-party payors of amounts
to reimburse the Department for health care
services provided to nonveterans under the
pilot program by eligible physicians dis-
charging inpatient responsibilities under the
pilot program.

(j) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act and an-
nually thereafter, the Secretary shall submit
to Congress a report on the pilot program,
including the following:

(1) The findings of the Secretary with re-
spect to the pilot program.

(2) The number of veterans and non-
veterans provided inpatient care by physi-
cians participating in the pilot program.

(3) The amounts payable and collected
under subsection (i).

(k) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) HEALTH PROFESSIONAL SHORTAGE AREA.—
The term ‘‘health professional shortage
area’ has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 332(a) of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 254e(a)).

(2) INPATIENT RESPONSIBILITIES.—The term
“inpatient responsibilities’” means on-call
responsibilities customarily required of a
physician by a community hospital as a con-
dition of granting privileges to the physician
to practice in the hospital.
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SEC. 307. GRANTS FOR VETERANS SERVICE OR-

GANIZATIONS FOR TRANSPOR-
TATION OF HIGHLY RURAL VET-
ERANS.

(a) GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall establish a grant program to
provide innovative transportation options to
veterans in highly rural areas.

(2) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS.—The following
may be awarded a grant under this section:

(A) State veterans service agencies.

(B) Veterans service organizations.

(3) USE OF FUNDS.—A State veterans serv-
ice agency or veterans service organization
awarded a grant under this section may use
the grant amount to—

(A) assist veterans in highly rural areas to
travel to Department of Veterans Affairs
medical centers; and

(B) otherwise assist in providing transpor-
tation in connection with the provision of
medical care to veterans in highly rural
areas.

(4) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount of a
grant under this section may not exceed
$50,000.

(5) NO MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—The recipi-
ent of a grant under this section shall not be
required to provide matching funds as a con-
dition for receiving such grant.

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall pre-
scribe regulations for—

(1) evaluating grant applications under
this section; and

(2) otherwise administering the program
established by this section.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) HIGHLY RURAL.—The term ‘‘highly
rural’’, in the case of an area, means that the
area consists of a county or counties having
a population of less than seven persons per
square mile.

(2) VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATION.—The
term ‘‘veterans service organization’ means
any organization recognized by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs for the representa-
tion of veterans under section 5902 of title 38,
United States Code.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There 1is authorized to be appropriated
$3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2010 through
2014 to carry out this section.

SEC. 308. MODIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR
PARTICIPATION IN PILOT PROGRAM
OF ENHANCED CONTRACT CARE AU-
THORITY FOR HEALTH CARE NEEDS
OF CERTAIN VETERANS.

Subsection (b) of section 403 of the Vet-
erans’ Mental Health and other Care Im-
provements Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-387;
122 Stat. 4125; 38 U.S.C. 1703 note) is amended
to read as follows:

‘“(b) COVERED VETERANS.—For purposes of
the pilot program under this section, a cov-
ered veteran is any veteran who—

“(1) is—

‘‘(A) enrolled in the system of patient en-
rollment established under section 1705(a) of
title 38, United States Code, as of the date of
the commencement of the pilot program
under subsection (a)(2); or

‘(B) eligible for health care under section
1710(e)(3) of such title; and

“(2) resides in a location that is—

‘“(A) more than 60 minutes driving distance
from the nearest Department health care fa-
cility providing primary care services, if the
veteran is seeking such services;

‘“(B) more than 120 minutes driving dis-
tance from the nearest Department health
care facility providing acute hospital care, if
the veteran is seeking such care; or

“(C) more than 240 minutes driving dis-
tance from the nearest Department health
care facility providing tertiary care, if the
veteran is seeking such care.”’.
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TITLE IV—MENTAL HEALTH CARE
MATTERS
SEC. 401. ELIGIBILITY OF MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES WHO SERVE IN OP-
ERATION ENDURING FREEDOM OR
OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM FOR
COUNSELING AND SERVICES
THROUGH READJUSTMENT COUN-
SELING SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Any member of the
Armed Forces, including a member of the
National Guard or Reserve, who serves on ac-
tive duty in the Armed Forces in Operation
Enduring Freedom or Operation Iraqi Free-
dom is eligible for readjustment counseling
and related mental health services under
section 1712A of title 38, United States Code,
through the Readjustment Counseling Serv-
ice of the Veterans Health Administration.

(b) NO REQUIREMENT FOR CURRENT ACTIVE
DUTY SERVICE.—A member of the Armed
Forces who meets the requirements for eligi-
bility for counseling and services under sub-
section (a) is entitled to counseling and serv-
ices under that subsection regardless of
whether or not the member is currently on
active duty in the Armed Forces at the time
of receipt of counseling and services under
that subsection.

(c) REGULATIONS.—The eligibility of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces for counseling and
services under subsection (a) shall be subject
to such regulations as the Secretary of De-
fense and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall jointly prescribe for purposes of this
section.

(d) SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY OF APPRO-
PRIATIONS.—The provision of counseling and
services under subsection (a) shall be subject
to the availability of appropriations for such
purpose.

SEC. 402. RESTORATION OF AUTHORITY OF READ-
JUSTMENT COUNSELING SERVICE
TO PROVIDE REFERRAL AND OTHER
ASSISTANCE UPON REQUEST TO
FORMER MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES NOT AUTHORIZED COUN-

SELING.
Section 1712A is amended—
(1) by redesignating subsections (c)

through (f) as subsections (d) through (g), re-
spectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing new subsection (c):

‘“(c) Upon receipt of a request for coun-
seling under this section from any individual
who has been discharged or released from ac-
tive military, naval, or air service but who is
not otherwise eligible for such counseling,
the Secretary shall—

‘(1) provide referral services to assist such
individual, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, in obtaining mental health care and
services from sources outside the Depart-
ment; and

‘(2) if pertinent, advise such individual of
such individual’s rights to apply to the ap-
propriate military, naval, or air service, and
to the Department, for review of such indi-
vidual’s discharge or release from such serv-
ice.”.

SEC. 403. STUDY ON SUICIDES AMONG VETERANS.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall conduct a study to de-
termine the number of veterans who died by
suicide between January 1, 1999, and the date
of the enactment of this Act.

(b) COORDINATION.—In carrying out the
study under subsection (a) the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall coordinate with—

(1) the Secretary of Defense;

(2) veterans service organizations;

(3) the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention; and

(4) State public health offices and veterans
agencies.

(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
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mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate
and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the House of Representatives a report on the
study required under subsection (a) and the
findings of the Secretary.

(d) VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATION DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘veterans
service organization’” means any organiza-
tion recognized by the Secretary for the rep-
resentation of veterans under section 5902 of
title 38, United States Code.

TITLE V—OTHER HEALTH CARE MATTERS
SEC. 501. REPEAL OF CERTAIN ANNUAL REPORT-
ING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) NURSE PAY REPORT.—Section 7451 is
amended—

(1) by striking subsection (f); and

(2) by redesignating subsection (g) as sub-
section (f).

(b) LONG-TERM PLANNING REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 8107 is repealed.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 81 is
amended by striking the item relating to
section 8107.

SEC. 502. SUBMITTAL DATE OF ANNUAL REPORT
ON GULF WAR RESEARCH.

Section 707(c)(1) of the Persian Gulf War
Veterans’ Health Status Act (title VII of
Public Law 102-585; 38 U.S.C. 527 note) is
amended by striking ‘“Not later than March
1 of each year’ and inserting ‘‘Not later than
July 1, 2010, and July 1 of each of the five fol-
lowing years’.

SEC. 503. PAYMENT FOR CARE FURNISHED TO
CHAMPVA BENEFICIARIES.

Section 1781 is amended by adding at the
end the following new subsection:

‘“(e) Payment by the Secretary under this
section on behalf of a covered beneficiary for
medical care shall constitute payment in full
and extinguish any liability on the part of
the beneficiary for that care.”.

SEC. 504. DISCLOSURE OF PATIENT TREATMENT
INFORMATION FROM MEDICAL
RECORDS OF PATIENTS LACKING
DECISIONMAKING CAPACITY.

Section 7332(b)(2) is amended by adding at
the end the following new subparagraph:

““(F)(1) To a representative of a patient who
lacks decision-making capacity, when a
practitioner deems the content of the given
record necessary for that representative to
make an informed decision regarding the pa-
tient’s treatment.

‘(ii) In this subparagraph, the term ‘rep-
resentative’ means an individual, organiza-
tion, or other body authorized under section
7331 of this title and its implementing regu-
lations to give informed consent on behalf of
a patient who lacks decision-making capac-
ity.”.

SEC. 505. ENHANCEMENT OF QUALITY MANAGE-
MENT.

(a) ENHANCEMENT OF QUALITY MANAGEMENT
THROUGH QUALITY MANAGEMENT OFFICERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
73 is amended by inserting after section 7311
the following new section:

“§ 7311A. Quality management officers

“‘(a) NATIONAL QUALITY MANAGEMENT OFFI-
CER.—(1) The Under Secretary for Health
shall designate an official of the Veterans
Health Administration to act as the prin-
cipal quality management officer for the
quality-assurance program required by sec-
tion 7311 of this title. The official so des-
ignated may be known as the ‘National Qual-
ity Management Officer of the Veterans
Health Administration’ (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘National Quality Manage-
ment Officer’).

‘“(2) The National Quality Management Of-
ficer shall report directly to the Under Sec-
retary for Health in the discharge of respon-
sibilities and duties of the Officer under this
section.
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‘“(3) The National Quality Management Of-
ficer shall be the official within the Veterans
Health Administration who is principally re-
sponsible for the quality-assurance program
referred to in paragraph (1). In carrying out
that responsibility, the Officer shall be re-
sponsible for the following:

‘““(A) Establishing and enforcing the re-
quirements of the program referred to in
paragraph (1).

‘(B) Developing an aggregate quality met-
ric from existing data sources, such as the
Inpatient Evaluation Center of the Depart-
ment, the National Surgical Quality Im-
provement Program, and the External Peer
Review Program of the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration, that could be used to assess re-
liably the quality of care provided at indi-
vidual Department medical centers and asso-
ciated community based outpatient clinics.

‘(C) Ensuring that existing measures of
quality, including measures from the Inpa-
tient Evaluation Center, the National Sur-
gical Quality Improvement Program, Sys-
tem-Wide Ongoing Assessment and Review
reports of the Department, and Combined
Assessment Program reviews of the Office of
Inspector General of the Department, are
monitored routinely and analyzed in a man-
ner that ensures the timely detection of
quality of care issues.

‘(D) Encouraging research and develop-
ment in the area of quality metrics for the
purposes of improving how the Department
measures quality in individual facilities.

‘““(E) Carrying out such other responsibil-
ities and duties relating to quality manage-
ment in the Veterans Health Administration
as the Under Secretary for Health shall
specify.

‘“(4) The requirements under paragraph (3)
shall include requirements regarding the fol-
lowing:

‘““(A) A confidential system for the sub-
mittal of reports by Veterans Health Admin-
istration personnel regarding quality man-
agement at Department facilities.

‘“(B) Mechanisms for the peer review of the
actions of individuals appointed in the Vet-
erans Health Administration in the position
of physician.

“(b) QUALITY MANAGEMENT OFFICERS FOR
VISNS.—(1) The Regional Director of each
Veterans Integrated Services Network shall
appoint an official of the Network to act as
the quality management officer of the Net-
work.

‘(2) The quality management officer for a
Veterans Integrated Services Network shall
report to the Regional Director of the Vet-
erans Integrated Services Network, and to
the National Quality Management Officer,
regarding the discharge of the responsibil-
ities and duties of the officer under this sec-
tion.

““(3) The quality management officer for a
Veterans Integrated Services Network
shall—

‘“(A) direct the quality management office
in the Network; and

“(B) coordinate, monitor, and oversee the
quality management programs and activities
of the Administration medical facilities in
the Network in order to ensure the thorough
and uniform discharge of quality manage-
ment requirements under such programs and
activities throughout such facilities.

“(c) QUALITY MANAGEMENT OFFICERS FOR
MEDICAL FACILITIES.—(1) The director of
each Veterans Health Administration med-
ical facility shall appoint a quality manage-
ment officer for that facility.

‘“(2) The quality management officer for a
facility shall report directly to the director
of the facility, and to the quality manage-
ment officer of the Veterans Integrated
Services Network in which the facility is lo-
cated, regarding the discharge of the respon-
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sibilities and duties of the quality manage-
ment officer under this section.

‘(3) The quality management officer for a
facility shall be responsible for designing,
disseminating, and implementing quality
management programs and activities for the
facility that meet the requirements estab-
lished by the National Quality Management
Officer under subsection (a).

“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), there
are authorized to be appropriated such sums
as may be necessary to carry out this sec-
tion.

‘(2) There is authorized to be appropriated
to carry out the provisions of subparagraphs
(B), (C), and (D) of subsection (a)@3),
$25,000,000 for the two-year period of fiscal
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this section.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 73 is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 7311 the following new item:
““7311A. Quality management officers.”.

(b) REPORTS ON QUALITY CONCERNS UNDER
QUALITY-ASSURANCE PROGRAM.—Section
7311(b) is amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

‘“(4) As part of the quality-assurance pro-
gram, the Under Secretary for Health shall
establish mechanisms through which em-
ployees of Veterans Health Administration
facilities may submit reports, on a confiden-
tial basis, on matters relating to quality of
care in Veterans Health Administration fa-
cilities to the quality management officers
of such facilities under section 7311A(c) of
this title. The mechanisms shall provide for
the prompt and thorough review of any re-
ports so submitted by the receiving offi-
cials.”.

(¢) REVIEW OF CURRENT HEALTH CARE QUAL-
ITY SAFEGUARDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall conduct a comprehensive review
of all current policies and protocols of the
Department of Veterans Affairs for main-
taining health care quality and patient safe-
ty at Department medical facilities. The re-
view shall include a review and assessment
of the National Surgical Quality Improve-
ment Program, including an assessment of—

(A) the efficacy of the quality indicators
under the program;

(B) the efficacy of the data collection
methods under the program;

(C) the efficacy of the frequency with
which regular data analyses are performed
under the program; and

(D) the extent to which the resources allo-
cated to the program are adequate to fulfill
the stated function of the program.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
on the review conducted under paragraph (1),
including the findings of the Secretary as a
result of the review and such recommenda-
tions as the Secretary considers appropriate
in light of the review.

SEC. 506. PILOT PROGRAM ON USE OF COMMU-
NITY-BASED ORGANIZATIONS AND
LOCAL AND STATE GOVERNMENT
ENTITIES TO ENSURE THAT VET-
ERANS RECEIVE CARE AND BENE-
FITS FOR WHICH THEY ARE ELIGI-
BLE.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall carry out a
pilot program to assess the feasibility and
advisability of using community-based orga-
nizations and local and State government
entities—

(1) to increase the coordination of commu-
nity, local, State, and Federal providers of
health care and benefits for veterans to as-
sist veterans who are transitioning from
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military service to civilian life in such tran-
sition;

(2) to increase the availability of high
quality medical and mental health services
to veterans transitioning from military serv-
ice to civilian life;

(3) to provide assistance to families of vet-
erans who are transitioning from military
service to civilian life to help such families
adjust to such transition; and

(4) to provide outreach to veterans and
their families to inform them about the
availability of benefits and connect them
with appropriate care and benefit programs.

(b) DURATION OF PROGRAM.—The pilot pro-
gram shall be carried out during the two-
year period beginning on the date that is 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(c) PROGRAM LOCATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The pilot program shall be
carried out at five locations selected by the
Secretary for purposes of the pilot program.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In selecting locations
for the pilot program, the Secretary shall
consider the advisability of selecting loca-
tions in—

(A) rural areas;

(B) areas with populations that have a high
proportion of minority group representation;

(C) areas with populations that have a high
proportion of individuals who have limited
access to health care; and

(D) areas that are not in close proximity to
an active duty military installation.

(d) GRANTS.—The Secretary shall carry out
the pilot program through the award of
grants to community-based organizations
and local and State government entities.

(e) SELECTION OF GRANT RECIPIENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A community-based orga-
nization or local or State government entity
seeking a grant under the pilot program
shall submit to the Secretary an application
therefor in such form and in such manner as
the Secretary considers appropriate.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each application submitted
under paragraph (1) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(A) A description of the consultations, if
any, with the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs in the development of the proposal
under the application.

(B) A plan to coordinate activities under
the pilot program, to the greatest extent
possible, with the local, State, and Federal
providers of services for veterans to reduce
duplication of services and to enhance the ef-
fect of such services.

(f) USE OF GRANT FUNDS.—The Secretary
shall prescribe appropriate uses of grant
funds received under the pilot program.

(g) REPORT ON PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the completion of the pilot program,
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the pilot program.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) The findings and conclusions of the
Secretary with respect to the pilot program.

(B) An assessment of the benefits to vet-
erans of the pilot program.

(C) The recommendations of the Secretary
as to the advisability of continuing the pilot
program.

SEC. 507. SPECIALIZED RESIDENTIAL CARE AND
REHABILITATION FOR CERTAIN VET-
ERANS.

Section 1720 is amended by adding at the
end the following new subsection:

‘(g) The Secretary may contract with ap-
propriate entities to provide specialized resi-
dential care and rehabilitation services to a
veteran of Operation Enduring Freedom or
Operation Iraqi Freedom who the Secretary
determines suffers from a traumatic brain
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injury, has an accumulation of deficits in ac-
tivities of daily living and instrumental ac-
tivities of daily living, and because of these
deficits, would otherwise require admission
to a nursing home even though such care
would generally exceed the veteran’s nursing
needs.”.
SEC. 508. EXPANDED STUDY ON THE HEALTH IM-
PACT OF PROJECT SHIPBOARD HAZ-
ARD AND DEFENSE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall enter
into a contract with the Institute of Medi-
cine of the National Academies to conduct
an expanded study on the health impact of
Project Shipboard Hazard and Defense
(Project SHAD).

(b) COVERED VETERANS.—The study re-
quired by subsection (a) shall include, to the
extent practicable, all veterans who partici-
pated in Project Shipboard Hazard and De-
fense.

(c) USE OF EXISTING STUDIES.—The study
required by subsection (a) may use results
from the study covered in the report titled
“Long-Term Health Effects of Participation
in Project SHAD” of the Institute of Medi-
cine of the National Academies.

SEC. 509. USE OF NON-DEPARTMENT FACILITIES
FOR REHABILITATION OF INDIVID-
UALS WITH TRAUMATIC BRAIN IN-
JURY.

Section 1710E is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (c);

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsection (b):

‘“‘(b) COVERED INDIVIDUALS.—The care and
services provided under subsection (a) shall
be made available to an individual—

‘(1) who is described in section 1710C(a) of
this title; and

“(2)(A) to whom the Secretary is unable to
provide such treatment or services at the
frequency or for the duration prescribed in
such plan; or

‘“(B) for whom the Secretary determines
that it is optimal with respect to the recov-
ery and rehabilitation for such individual.”’;
and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(d) STANDARDS.—The Secretary may not
provide treatment or services as described in
subsection (a) at a non-Department facility
under such subsection unless such facility
maintains standards for the provision of
such treatment or services established by an
independent, peer-reviewed organization
that accredits specialized rehabilitation pro-
grams for adults with traumatic brain in-
jury.”.

SEC. 510. PILOT PROGRAM ON PROVISION OF
DENTAL INSURANCE PLANS TO VET-
ERANS AND SURVIVORS AND DE-
PENDENTS OF VETERANS.

(a) P1ILOT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall carry out a
pilot program to assess the feasibility and
advisability of providing a dental insurance
plan to veterans and survivors and depend-
ents of veterans described in subsection (b).

(b) COVERED VETERANS AND SURVIVORS AND
DEPENDENTS.—The veterans and survivors
and dependents of veterans described in this
subsection are as follows:

(1) Any veteran who is enrolled in the sys-
tem of annual patient enrollment under sec-
tion 1705 of title 38, United States Code.

(2) Any survivor or dependent of a veteran
who is eligible for medical care under section
1781 of such title.

(c) DURATION OF PROGRAM.—The pilot pro-
gram shall be carried out during the three-
year period beginning on the date that is 270
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act.
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(d) LocATIONS.—The pilot program shall be
carried out in such Veterans Integrated
Services Networks as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate for purposes of the pilot
program.

(e) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary shall
contract with a dental insurer to administer
the dental insurance plan provided under the
pilot program.

(f) BENEFITS.—The dental insurance plan
under the pilot program shall provide such
benefits for dental care and treatment as the
Secretary considers appropriate for the den-
tal insurance plan, including diagnostic serv-
ices, preventative services, endodontics and
other restorative services, surgical services,
and emergency services.

(g) ENROLLMENT.—

(1) VOLUNTARY.—Enrollment in the dental
insurance plan under the pilot program shall
be voluntary.

(2) MINIMUM PERIOD.—Enrollment in the
dental insurance plan shall be for such min-
imum period as the Secretary shall prescribe
for purposes of this section.

(h) PREMIUMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Premiums for coverage
under the dental insurance plan under the
pilot program shall be in such amount or
amounts as the Secretary shall prescribe to
cover all costs associated with the pilot pro-
gram.

(2) ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT.—The Secretary
shall adjust the premiums payable under the
pilot program for coverage under the dental
insurance plan on an annual basis. Each indi-
vidual covered by the dental insurance plan
at the time of such an adjustment shall be
notified of the amount and effective date of
such adjustment.

(3) RESPONSIBILITY FOR PAYMENT.—Each in-
dividual covered by the dental insurance
plan shall pay the entire premium for cov-
erage under the dental insurance plan, in ad-
dition to the full cost of any copayments.

(i) VOLUNTARY DISENROLLMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to enroll-
ment in the dental insurance plan under the
pilot program, the Secretary shall—

(A) permit the voluntary disenrollment of
an individual in the dental insurance plan if
the disenrollment occurs during the 30-day
period beginning on the date of the enroll-
ment of the individual in the dental insur-
ance plan; and

(B) permit the voluntary disenrollment of
an individual in the dental insurance plan
for such circumstances as the Secretary
shall prescribe for purposes of this sub-
section, but only to the extent such
disenrollment does not jeopardize the fiscal
integrity of the dental insurance plan.

(2) ALLOWABLE CIRCUMSTANCES.—The cir-
cumstances prescribed under paragraph
(1)(B) shall include the following:

(A) If an individual enrolled in the dental
insurance plan relocates to a location out-
side the jurisdiction of the dental insurance
plan that prevents use of the benefits under
the dental insurance plan.

(B) If an individual enrolled in the dental
insurance plan is prevented by a serious
medical condition from being able to obtain
benefits under the dental insurance plan.

(C) Such other circumstances as the Sec-
retary shall prescribe for purposes of this
subsection.

(3) ESTABLISHMENT OF PROCEDURES.—The
Secretary shall establish procedures for de-
terminations on the permissibility of vol-
untary disenrollments under paragraph
(1)(B). Such procedures shall ensure timely
determinations on the permissibility of such
disenrollments.

(j) RELATIONSHIP TO DENTAL CARE PRO-
VIDED BY SECRETARY.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall affect the responsibility of the
Secretary to provide dental care under sec-
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tion 1712 of title 38, United States Code, and
the participation of an individual in the den-
tal insurance plan under the pilot program
shall not affect the individual’s entitlement
to outpatient dental services and treatment,
and related dental appliances, under that
section.

(k) REGULATIONS.—The dental insurance
plan under the pilot program shall be admin-
istered under such regulations as the Sec-
retary shall prescribe.

SEC. 511. PROHIBITION ON COLLECTION OF CO-

PAYMENTS FROM VETERANS WHO
ARE CATASTROPHICALLY DISABLED.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter III of chapter
17 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:

“§1730A. Prohibition on collection of copay-
ments from catastrophically disabled vet-
erans
“Notwithstanding subsections (f) and (g) of

section 1710 and section 1722A(a) of this title
or any other provision of law, the Secretary
may not require a veteran who is catastroph-
ically disabled, as defined by the Secretary,
to make any copayment for the receipt of
hospital care or medical services under the
laws administered by the Secretary.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 17 is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 1730 the following new item:
““1730A. Prohibition on collection of copay-

ments from catastrophically
disabled veterans.”.

SEC. 512. HIGHER PRIORITY STATUS FOR CER-
TAIN VETERANS WHO ARE MEDAL
OF HONOR RECIPIENTS.

Section 1705(a)(3) is amended by inserting
‘“‘veterans who were awarded the medal of
honor under section 3741, 6241, or 8741 of title
10 or section 491 of title 14,” after ‘‘the Pur-
ple Heart,” .

SEC. 513. HOSPITAL CARE, MEDICAL SERVICES,
AND NURSING HOME CARE FOR CER-
TAIN VIETNAM-ERA VETERANS EX-
POSED TO HERBICIDE AND VET-
ERANS OF THE PERSIAN GULF WAR.

Section 1710(e) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (3)—

(A) by striking ‘‘subsection (a)(2)(F)—" and
all that follows through ‘‘(C) in the case”
and inserting ‘‘subsection (a)(2)(F) in the
case’’; and

(B) by redesignating clauses (i) and (ii) of
the former subparagraph (C) as subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) of such paragraph (3) and
by realigning the margin of such new sub-
paragraphs two ems to the left; and

(2) in paragraph (1)(C)—

(A) by striking ‘‘paragraphs (2) and (3)”
and inserting ‘‘paragraph (2)’’; and

(B) by inserting after ‘‘on active duty’ the
following: ‘‘between August 2, 1990, and No-
vember 11, 1998,”".

SEC. 514. ESTABLISHMENT OF DIRECTOR OF PHY-
SICIAN ASSISTANT SERVICES IN VET-
ERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7306(a) is amend-
ed by striking paragraph (9) and inserting
the following new paragraph (9):

‘“(9) The Director of Physician Assistant
Services, who shall—

““(A) serve in a full-time capacity at the
Central Office of the Department;

‘“(B) be a qualified physician assistant; and

‘(C) be responsible and report directly to
the Chief Patient Care Services Officer of the
Veterans Health Administration on all mat-
ters relating to the education and training,
employment, appropriate use, and optimal
participation of physician assistants within
the programs and initiatives of the Adminis-
tration.”.

(b) DEADLINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION.—The
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall ensure
that an individual is serving as the Director
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of Physician Assistant Services under para-

graph (9) of section 7306(a) of title 38, United

States Code, as amended by subsection (a),

by not later than 120 days after the date of

the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 515. COMMITTEE ON CARE OF VETERANS
WITH TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMITTEE.—Sub-
chapter II of chapter 73 is amended by insert-
ing after section 7321 the following new sec-
tion:

“§7321A. Committee on Care of Veterans with

Traumatic Brain Injury

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall
establish in the Veterans Health Administra-
tion a committee to be known as the ‘Com-
mittee on Care of Veterans with Traumatic
Brain Injury’. The Under Secretary for
Health shall appoint employees of the De-
partment with expertise in the care of vet-
erans with traumatic brain injury to serve
on the committee.

‘‘(b) RESPONSIBILITIES OF COMMITTEE.—The
committee shall assess, and carry out a con-
tinuing assessment of, the capability of the
Veterans Health Administration to meet ef-
fectively the treatment and rehabilitation
needs of veterans with traumatic brain in-
jury. In carrying out that responsibility, the
committee shall—

‘(1) evaluate the care provided to such vet-
erans through the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration;

‘“(2) identify systemwide problems in car-
ing for such veterans in facilities of the Vet-
erans Health Administration;

““(3) identify specific facilities within the
Veterans Health Administration at which
program enrichment is needed to improve
treatment and rehabilitation of such vet-
erans; and

‘“(4) identify model programs which the
committee considers to have been successful
in the treatment and rehabilitation of such
veterans and which should be implemented
more widely in or through facilities of the
Veterans Health Administration.

‘(c) ADVICE AND RECOMMENDATIONS.—The
committee shall—

‘(1) advise the Under Secretary regarding
the development of policies for the care and
rehabilitation of veterans with traumatic
brain injury; and

‘(2) make recommendations to the Under
Secretary—

““(A) for improving programs of care of
such veterans at specific facilities and
throughout the Veterans Health Administra-
tion;

“(B) for establishing special programs of
education and training relevant to the care
of such veterans for employees of the Vet-
erans Health Administration;

“(C) regarding research needs and prior-
ities relevant to the care of such veterans;
and

‘(D) regarding the appropriate allocation
of resources for all such activities.

‘‘(d) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than June
1, 2010, and each year thereafter, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives a report on the implementa-
tion of this section. Each such report shall
include the following for the calendar year
preceding the year in which the report is
submitted:

“(1) A list of the members of the com-
mittee.

‘(2) The assessment of the Under Secretary
for Health, after review of the findings of the
committee, regarding the capability of the
Veterans Health Administration, on a sys-
temwide and facility-by-facility basis, to
meet effectively the treatment and rehabili-
tation needs of veterans with traumatic
brain injury.
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‘“(3) The plans of the committee for further
assessments.

‘“(4) The findings and recommendations
made by the committee to the Under Sec-
retary for Health and the views of the Under
Secretary on such findings and recommenda-
tions.

‘“(6) A description of the steps taken, plans
made (and a timetable for the execution of
such plans), and resources to be applied to-
ward improving the capability of the Vet-
erans Health Administration to meet effec-
tively the treatment and rehabilitation
needs of veterans with traumatic brain in-
jury.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 73 is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 7321 the following new item:

““7T321A. Committee on Care of Veterans with
Traumatic Brain Injury.”.

SEC. 516. INCREASE IN AMOUNT AVAILABLE TO
DISABLED VETERANS FOR IMPROVE-
MENTS AND STRUCTURAL ALTER-
ATIONS FURNISHED AS PART OF
HOME HEALTH SERVICES.

(a) INCREASE.—Section 1717(a)(2) is amend-
ed by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B) and
inserting the following:

‘“(A) in the case of medical services fur-
nished under section 1710(a)(1) of this title,
or for a disability described in section
1710(2)(2)(C) of this title—

‘(i) in the case of a veteran who first ap-
plies for benefits under this paragraph before
the date of the Caregivers and Veterans Om-
nibus Health Services Act of 2010, $4,100; or

‘“(i1) in the case of a veteran who first ap-
plies for benefits under this paragraph on or
after the date of the Caregivers and Veterans
Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010, $6,800;
and

‘(B) in the case of medical services fur-
nished under any other provision of section
1710(a) of this title—

‘(i) in the case of a veteran who first ap-
plies for benefits under this paragraph before
the date of the Caregivers and Veterans Om-
nibus Health Services Act of 2010, $1,200; or

‘“(i1) in the case of a veteran who first ap-
plies for benefits under this paragraph on or
after the date of the Caregivers and Veterans
Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010,
$2,000.”.

(b) CONSTRUCTION.—A veteran who ex-
hausts such veteran’s eligibility for benefits
under section 1717(a)(2) of such title before
the date of the enactment of this Act, is not
entitled to additional benefits under such
section by reason of the amendments made
by subsection (a).

SEC. 517. EXTENSION OF STATUTORILY DEFINED
COPAYMENTS FOR CERTAIN VET-
ERANS FOR HOSPITAL CARE AND
NURSING HOME CARE.

Subparagraph (B) of section 1710(f)(2) is
amended to read as follows:

‘“(B) before September 30, 2012, an amount
equal to $10 for every day the veteran re-
ceives hospital care and $5 for every day the
veteran receives nursing home care.”.

SEC. 518. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO RE-
COVER COST OF CERTAIN CARE AND
SERVICES FROM DISABLED VET-
ERANS WITH HEALTH-PLAN CON-
TRACTS.

Subparagraph (E) of section 1729(a)(2) is
amended to read as follows:

‘(E) for which care and services are fur-
nished before October 1, 2012, under this
chapter to a veteran who—

‘(i) has a service-connected disability; and

‘“(ii) is entitled to care (or payment of the
expenses of care) under a health-plan con-
tract.”.
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TITLE VI-DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL
MATTERS
SEC. 601. ENHANCEMENT OF AUTHORITIES FOR
RETENTION OF MEDICAL PROFES-
SIONALS.

(a) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY TO EXTEND
TITLE 38 STATUS TO ADDITIONAL POSITIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (3) of section
7401 is amended by striking ‘‘and blind reha-
bilitation outpatient specialists.” and in-
serting the following: ‘‘blind rehabilitation
outpatient specialists, and such other classes
of health care occupations as the Secretary
considers necessary for the recruitment and
retention needs of the Department subject to
the following requirements:

‘“(A) Such other classes of health care oc-
cupations—

‘(i) are not occupations relating to admin-
istrative, clerical, or physical plant mainte-
nance and protective services;

‘‘(ii) that would otherwise receive basic
pay in accordance with the General Schedule
under section 5332 of title 5;

‘“(iii) provide, as determined by the Sec-
retary, direct patient care services or serv-
ices incident to direct patient services; and

‘(iv) would not otherwise be available to
provide medical care or treatment for vet-
erans.

‘“(B) Not later than 45 days before the Sec-
retary appoints any personnel for a class of
health care occupations that is not specifi-
cally listed in this paragraph, the Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate, the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives, and the Office of Management and
Budget notice of such appointment.

‘(C) Before submitting notice under sub-
paragraph (B), the Secretary shall solicit
comments from any labor organization rep-
resenting employees in such class and in-
clude such comments in such notice.”’.

(2) APPOINTMENT OF NURSE ASSISTANTS.—
Such paragraph is further amended by in-
serting ‘‘nurse assistants,” after ‘licensed
practical or vocational nurses,’’.

(b) PROBATIONARY PERIODS FOR REGISTERED
NURSES.—Section 7403(b) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Appoint-
ments’”’ and inserting ‘‘Except as otherwise
provided in this subsection, appointments’’;

(2) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (4); and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraphs:

‘“(2) With respect to the appointment of a
registered nurse under this chapter, para-
graph (1) shall apply with respect to such ap-
pointment regardless of whether such ap-
pointment is on a full-time basis or a part-
time basis.

““(3) An appointment described in sub-
section (a) on a part-time basis of a person
who has previously served on a full-time
basis for the probationary period for the po-
sition concerned shall be without a proba-
tionary period.”.

(¢) PROHIBITION ON TEMPORARY PART-TIME
REGISTERED NURSE APPOINTMENTS IN EXCESS
OF TwWO YEARS.—Section 7405 is amended by
adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

“(g)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (3),
employment of a registered nurse on a tem-
porary part-time basis under subsection
(a)(1) shall be for a probationary period of
two years.

‘“(2) Except as provided in paragraph (3),
upon completion by a registered nurse of the
probationary period described in paragraph
O—

‘“(A) the employment of such nurse shall—

‘(i) no longer be considered temporary;
and

‘‘(ii) be considered an appointment de-
scribed in section 7403(a) of this title; and
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‘(B) the nurse shall be considered to have
served the probationary period required by
section 7403(b).

¢(38) This subsection shall not apply to ap-
pointments made on a term limited basis of
less than or equal to three years of—

““(A) nurses with a part-time appointment
resulting from an academic affiliation or
teaching position in a nursing academy of
the Department;

‘(B) nurses appointed as a result of a spe-
cific research proposal or grant; or

‘(C) nurses who are not citizens of the
United States and appointed under section
7407(a) of this title.”.

(d) RATE OF BASIC PAY FOR APPOINTEES TO
THE OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY FOR
HEALTH SET TO RATE OF BASIC PAY FOR SEN-
IOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE POSITIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 7404(a) is amend-
ed—

(A) by striking ‘“The annual’’ and inserting
‘(1) The annual’’;

(B) by striking ‘“The pay’ and inserting
the following:

“(2) The pay’”;

(C) by striking ‘‘under the preceding sen-
tence’ and inserting ‘‘under paragraph (1)’;
and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(3)(A) The rate of basic pay for a position
to which an Executive order applies under
paragraph (1) and is not described by para-
graph (2) shall be set in accordance with sec-
tion 5382 of title 5 as if such position were a
Senior Executive Service position (as such
term is defined in section 3132(a) of title 5).

‘“(B) A rate of basic pay for a position may
not be set under subparagraph (A) in excess
of—

‘(i) in the case the position is not de-
scribed in clause (ii), the rate of basic pay
payable for level III of the Executive Sched-
ule; or

‘(i) in the case that the position is cov-
ered by a performance appraisal system that
meets the certification criteria established
by regulation under section 5307(d) of title 5,
the rate of basic pay payable for level II of
the Executive Schedule.

‘(C) Notwithstanding the provisions of
subsection (d) of section 5307 of title 5, the
Secretary may make any certification under
that subsection instead of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management and without concur-
rence of the Office of Management and Budg-
et.”.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect on
the first day of the first pay period beginning
after the day that is 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act.

(e) SPECIAL INCENTIVE PAY FOR DEPART-
MENT PHARMACIST EXECUTIVES.—Section 7410
is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘The Secretary may’’ and
inserting the following:

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may’’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘“(b) SPECIAL INCENTIVE PAY FOR DEPART-
MENT PHARMACIST EXECUTIVES.—(1) In order
to recruit and retain highly qualified Depart-
ment pharmacist executives, the Secretary
may authorize the Under Secretary for
Health to pay special incentive pay of not
more than $40,000 per year to an individual of
the Veterans Health Administration who is a
pharmacist executive.

“(2) In determining whether and how much
special pay to provide to such individual, the
Under Secretary shall consider the following:

‘“(A) The grade and step of the position of
the individual.

‘(B) The scope and complexity of the posi-
tion of the individual.
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‘“(C) The personal qualifications of the in-
dividual.

‘(D) The characteristics of the labor mar-
ket concerned.

‘“(E) Such other factors as the Secretary
considers appropriate.

‘(3) Special incentive pay under paragraph
(1) for an individual is in addition to all
other pay (including basic pay) and allow-
ances to which the individual is entitled.

‘“(4) Except as provided in paragraph (5),
special incentive pay under paragraph (1) for
an individual shall be considered basic pay
for all purposes, including retirement bene-
fits under chapters 83 and 84 of title 5, and
other benefits.

““(5) Special incentive pay under paragraph
(1) for an individual shall not be considered
basic pay for purposes of adverse actions
under subchapter V of this chapter.

‘“(6) Special incentive pay under paragraph
(1) may not be awarded to an individual in an
amount that would result in an aggregate
amount of pay (including bonuses and
awards) received by such individual in a year
under this title that is greater than the an-
nual pay of the President.”.

(f) PAY FOR PHYSICIANS AND DENTISTS.—

(1) NON-FOREIGN COST OF LIVING ADJUST-
MENT ALLOWANCE.—Section 7431(b) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(5) The non-foreign cost of living adjust-
ment allowance authorized under section
5941 of title 5 for physicians and dentists
whose pay is set under this section shall be
determined as a percentage of base pay
only.”.

(2) MARKET PAY DETERMINATIONS FOR PHYSI-
CIANS AND DENTISTS IN ADMINISTRATIVE OR EX-
ECUTIVE LEADERSHIP  POSITIONS.—Section
7431(¢c)(4)(B)(1) is amended by adding at the
end the following: ‘‘The Secretary may ex-
empt physicians and dentists occupying ad-
ministrative or executive leadership posi-
tions from the requirements of the previous
sentence.”.

(3) EXCEPTION TO PROHIBITION ON REDUCTION
OF MARKET PAY.—Section 7431(c)(7) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘concerned.” and inserting
‘‘concerned, unless there is a change in board
certification or reduction of privileges.”’.

(g) ADJUSTMENT OF PAY CAP FOR NURSES.—
Section 7451(c)(2) is amended by striking
“‘level V’’ and inserting ‘‘level IV,

(h) EXEMPTION FOR CERTIFIED REGISTERED
NURSE ANESTHETISTS FROM LIMITATION ON
AUTHORIZED COMPETITIVE  PAy.—Section
7451(c)(2) is further amended by adding at the
end the following new sentence: ‘‘The max-
imum rate of basic pay for a grade for the
position of certified registered nurse anes-
thetist pursuant to an adjustment under sub-
section (d) may exceed the maximum rate
otherwise provided in the preceding sen-
tence.”.

(i) INCREASED LIMITATION ON SPECIAL PAY
FOR NURSE EXECUTIVES.—Section 7452(g)(2) is
amended by striking ¢‘$25,000" and inserting
‘$100,000"".

(j) LOCALITY PAY SCALE COMPUTATIONS.—

(1) EDUCATION, TRAINING, AND SUPPORT FOR
FACILITY DIRECTORS IN WAGE SURVEYS.—Sec-
tion 7451(d)(3) is amended by adding at the
end the following new subparagraph:

‘“(F) The Under Secretary for Health shall
provide appropriate education, training, and
support to directors of Department health
care facilities in the conduct and use of sur-
veys, including the use of third-party sur-
veys, under this paragraph.”’.

(2) INFORMATION ON METHODOLOGY USED IN
WAGE SURVEYS.—Section 7451(e)(4) is amend-
ed—

(A) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as
subparagraph (E); and

(B) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the
following new subparagraph (D):
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‘(D) In any case in which the director con-
ducts such a wage survey during the period
covered by the report and makes adjustment
in rates of basic pay applicable to one or
more covered positions at the facility, infor-
mation on the methodology used in making
such adjustment or adjustments.”’.

(3) DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION TO PERSONS
IN COVERED POSITIONS.—Section 7451(e), as
amended by paragraph (2) of this subsection,
is further amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

‘“(6)(A) Upon the request of an individual
described in subparagraph (B) for a report
provided under paragraph (4) with respect to
a Department health-care facility, the Under
Secretary for Health or the director of such
facility shall provide to the individual the
most current report for such facility pro-
vided under such paragraph.

‘(B) An individual described in this sub-
paragraph is—

‘(i) an individual in a covered position at
a Department health-care facility; or

‘“(ii) a representative of the labor organiza-
tion representing that individual who is des-
ignated by that individual to make the re-
quest.”.

(k) ELIGIBILITY OF PART-TIME NURSES FOR
ADDITIONAL NURSE PAY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 7453 is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘a nurse’”’
and inserting ‘‘a full-time nurse or part-time
nurse’’;

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) in the first sentence—

(I) by striking ‘‘on a tour of duty’’;

(IT) by striking ‘‘service on such tour’ and
inserting ‘‘such service’’; and

(IIT) by striking ‘‘of such tour’ and insert-
ing ‘‘of such service’’; and

(ii) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘of
such tour” and inserting ‘‘of such service’’;

(C) in subsection (¢c)—

(i) by striking ‘‘on a tour of duty’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘service on such tour” and
inserting ‘‘such service’’; and

(D) in subsection (e)—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘eight
hours in a day” and inserting ‘‘eight con-
secutive hours”; and

(ii) in paragraph (5)(A), by striking ‘‘tour
of duty’’ and inserting ‘‘period of service”.

(2) EXCLUSION OF APPLICATION OF ADDI-
TIONAL NURSE PAY PROVISIONS TO CERTAIN AD-
DITIONAL EMPLOYEES.—Paragraph (3) of sec-
tion 7454(b) is amended to read as follows:

‘“(3) Employees appointed under section
7408 of this title performing service on a tour
of duty, any part of which is within the pe-
riod commencing at midnight Friday and
ending at midnight Sunday, shall receive ad-
ditional pay in addition to the rate of basic
pay provided such employees for each hour of
service on such tour at a rate equal to 25 per-
cent of such employee’s hourly rate of basic
pay.”.

(1) ENHANCED AUTHORITY TO INCREASE
RATES OF BASIC PAY TO OBTAIN OR RETAIN
SERVICES OF CERTAIN PERSONS.—Section
7455(c) is amended to read as follows:

‘“(e)1) Subject to paragraph (2), the
amount of any increase under subsection (a)
in the minimum rate for any grade may not
(except in the case of nurse anesthetists, li-
censed practical nurses, licensed vocational
nurses, nursing positions otherwise covered
by title 5, pharmacists, and licensed physical
therapists) exceed the maximum rate of
basic pay (excluding any locality-based com-
parability payment under section 5304 of
title 5 or similar provision of law) for the
grade or level by more than 30 percent.

‘(2) No rate may be established under this
section in excess of the rate of basic pay pay-
able for level IV of the Executive Schedule.”.
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SEC. 602. LIMITATIONS ON OVERTIME DUTY,
WEEKEND DUTY, AND ALTERNATIVE
WORK SCHEDULES FOR NURSES.

(a) OVERTIME DUTY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter IV of chapter
74 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:

“§7459. Nursing staff: special rules for over-
time duty

‘“(a) LIMITATION.—Except as provided in
subsection (c), the Secretary may not re-
quire nursing staff to work more than 40
hours (or 24 hours if such staff is covered
under section 7456 of this title) in an admin-
istrative work week or more than eight con-
secutive hours (or 12 hours if such staff is
covered under section 7456 or T7456A of this
title).

“(b) VOLUNTARY OVERTIME.—(1) Nursing
staff may on a voluntary basis elect to work
hours otherwise prohibited by subsection (a).

‘“(2) The refusal of nursing staff to work
hours prohibited by subsection (a) shall not
be grounds—

““(A) to discriminate (within the meaning
of section 704(a) of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000e-3(a))) against the staff;

“(B) to dismiss or discharge the staff; or

‘(C) for any other adverse personnel action
against the staff.

“(c) OVERTIME UNDER EMERGENCY CIR-
CUMSTANCES.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2),
the Secretary may require nursing staff to
work hours otherwise prohibited by sub-
section (a) if—

“‘(A) the work is a consequence of an emer-
gency that could not have been reasonably
anticipated;

‘(B) the emergency is non-recurring and is
not caused by or aggravated by the inatten-
tion of the Secretary or lack of reasonable
contingency planning by the Secretary;

“(C) the Secretary has exhausted all good
faith, reasonable attempts to obtain vol-
untary workers;

‘(D) the nurse staff have critical skills and
expertise that are required for the work; and

‘““(E) the work involves work for which the
standard of care for a patient assignment re-
quires continuity of care through completion
of a case, treatment, or procedure.

‘“(2) Nursing staff may not be required to
work hours under this subsection after the
requirement for a direct role by the staff in
responding to medical needs resulting from
the emergency ends.

‘‘(d) NURSING STAFF DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘nursing staff’ includes the
following:

‘(1) A registered nurse.

‘“(2) A licensed practical or vocational
nurse.

“(3) A nurse assistant appointed under this
chapter or title 5.

‘“(4) Any other nurse position designated
by the Secretary for purposes of this sec-
tion.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 74 is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 7458 the following new item:

““7459. Nursing staff: special rules for over-
time duty.”.

(b) WEEKEND DUTY.—Section 7456 is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking subsection (c¢); and

(2) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub-
section (c).

(c) ALTERNATE WORK SCHEDULES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section T7456A(b)(1)(A) is
amended by striking ‘‘three regularly sched-
uled”’ and all that follows through the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘six regularly
scheduled 12-hour tours of duty within a 14-
day period shall be considered for all pur-
poses to have worked a full 80-hour pay pe-
riod.”.
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(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section

T456A(b) is amended—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
¢36/40°’ and inserting ‘‘72/80°’;

(B) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking °‘40-
hour basic work week’” and inserting ¢80-
hour pay period’’; and

(C) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘regu-
larly”’.

SEC. 603. REAUTHORIZATION OF HEALTH PRO-
FESSIONALS EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7618 is amended
by striking ‘“‘December 31, 1998 and insert-
ing ‘““December 31, 2014°’.

(b) EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Section 7612(b)(2) is amended by
striking ‘‘(under section’” and all that fol-
lows through ‘‘or vocational nurse.” and in-
serting the following: ‘‘as an appointee under
paragraph (1) or (3) of section 7401 of this
title.”.

(c) ADDITIONAL PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—
Subchapter II of chapter 76, as amended by
subsections (a) and (b), is further amended—

(1) by redesignating section 7618 as section
7619; and

(2) by inserting after section 7617 the fol-
lowing new section:

“§7618. Additional program requirements

‘“(a) PROGRAM MODIFICATION.—Notwith-
standing any provision of this subchapter,
the Secretary shall carry out this subchapter
after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion by modifying the Scholarship Program
in such a manner that the program and hir-
ing processes are designed to fully employ
Scholarship Program graduates as soon as
possible, if not immediately, upon gradua-
tion and completion of necessary certifi-
cations, and to actively assist and monitor
graduates to ensure certifications are ob-
tained in a minimal amount of time fol-
lowing graduation.

““(b) CLINICAL TOURS.—The Secretary shall
require participants in the Scholarship Pro-
gram to perform clinical tours in assign-
ments or locations determined by the Sec-
retary while the participants are enrolled in
the course of education or training for which
the scholarship is provided.

‘‘(c) MENTORS.—The Secretary shall ensure
that at the commencement of the period of
obligated service of a participant in the
Scholarship Program, the participant is as-
signed to a mentor who is employed in the
same facility where the participant performs
such service.”.

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 76 is
amended by striking the item relating to
section 7618 and inserting the following new
items:
¢“7618. Additional program requirements.
¢“7619. Expiration of program.’’.

SEC. 604. LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM FOR CLIN-
ICAL RESEARCHERS FROM DIS-
ADVANTAGED BACKGROUNDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may, in consultation with the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, use
the authorities available in section 487E of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 288-
5) for the repayment of the principal and in-
terest of educational loans of appropriately
qualified health professionals who are from
disadvantaged backgrounds in order to se-
cure clinical research by such professionals
for the Veterans Health Administration.

(b) LIMITATIONS.—The exercise by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs of the authorities
referred to in subsection (a) shall be subject
to the conditions and limitations specified in
paragraphs (2) and (3) of section 487E(a) of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 288-
5(a)(2) and (3)).

(c) FUNDING.—Amounts for the repayment
of principal and interest of educational loans
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under this section shall be derived from
amounts available to the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs for the Veterans Health Admin-
istration for Medical Services.
TITLE VII-HOMELESS VETERANS
MATTERS
SEC. 701. PER DIEM GRANT PAYMENTS TO NON-
CONFORMING ENTITIES.

Section 2012 is amended by adding at the
end the following new subsection:

“(d) PER DIEM PAYMENTS TO NONCON-
FORMING ENTITIES.—(1) The Secretary may
make funds available for per diem payments
under this section to the following grant re-
cipients or eligible entities:

““(A) Grant recipients or eligible entities
that—

‘(i) meet each of the transitional and sup-
portive services criteria prescribed by the
Secretary pursuant to subsection (a)(1); and

‘‘(ii) furnish services to homeless individ-
uals, of which less than 75 percent are vet-
erans.

‘“(B) Grant recipients or eligible entities
that—

‘(i) meet at least one, but not all, of the
transitional and supportive services criteria
prescribed by the Secretary pursuant to sub-
section (a)(1); and

‘‘(ii) furnish services to homeless individ-
uals, of which not less than 75 percent are
veterans.

“(C) Grant recipients or eligible entities
that—

‘(i) meet at least one, but not all, of the
transitional and supportive services criteria
prescribed by the Secretary pursuant to sub-
section (a)(1); and

‘‘(ii) furnish services to homeless individ-
uals, of which less than 75 percent are vet-
erans.

‘(2) Notwithstanding subsection (a)(2), in
providing per diem payments under this sub-
section, the Secretary shall determine the
rate of such per diem payments in accord-
ance with the following order of priority:

‘““(A) Grant recipients or eligible entities
described by paragraph (1)(A).

‘“(B) Grant recipients or eligible entities
described by paragraph (1)(B).

“(C) Grant recipients or eligible entities
described by paragraph (1)(C).

‘(3) For purposes of this subsection, an eli-
gible entity is a nonprofit entity and may be
an entity that is ineligible to receive a grant
under section 2011 of this title, but whom the
Secretary determines carries out the pur-
poses described in that section.”.

TITLE VIII-NONPROFIT RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CORPORATIONS
SEC. 801. GENERAL AUTHORITIES ON ESTABLISH-
MENT OF CORPORATIONS.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF MULTI-MEDICAL CEN-
TER RESEARCH CORPORATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 7361 is amended—

(A) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (e); and

(B) by inserting after subsection (a) the
following new subsection (b):

““(b)(1) Subject to paragraph (2), a corpora-
tion established under this subchapter may
facilitate the conduct of research, education,
or both at more than one medical center.
Such a corporation shall be known as a
‘multi-medical center research corporation’.

‘(2) The board of directors of a multi-med-
ical center research corporation under this
subsection shall include the official at each
Department medical center concerned who
is, or who carries out the responsibilities of,
the medical center director of such center as
specified in section 7363(a)(1)(A)(i) of this
title.

“(3) In facilitating the conduct of research,
education, or both at more than one Depart-
ment medical center under this subchapter,
a multi-medical center research corporation
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may administer receipts and expenditures
relating to such research, education, or both,
as applicable, performed at the Department
medical centers concerned.”.

(2) EXPANSION OF EXISTING CORPORATIONS TO
MULTI-MEDICAL CENTER RESEARCH CORPORA-
TIONS.—Such section is further amended by
adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

“(f) A corporation established under this
subchapter may act as a multi-medical cen-
ter research corporation under this sub-
chapter in accordance with subsection (b)
if—

‘(1) the board of directors of the corpora-
tion approves a resolution permitting facili-
tation by the corporation of the conduct of
research, education, or both at the other De-
partment medical center or medical centers
concerned; and

‘(2) the Secretary approves the resolution
of the corporation under paragraph (1).”.

(b) RESTATEMENT AND MODIFICATION OF AU-
THORITIES ON APPLICABILITY OF STATE LAW.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 7361 as amended
by subsection (a) of this section, is further
amended by inserting after subsection (b) the
following new subsection (c):

‘“(c) Any corporation established under
this subchapter shall be established in ac-
cordance with the nonprofit corporation laws
of the State in which the applicable Depart-
ment medical center is located and shall, to
the extent not inconsistent with any Federal
law, be subject to the laws of such State. In
the case of any multi-medical center re-
search corporation that facilitates the con-
duct of research, education, or both at De-
partment medical centers located in dif-
ferent States, the corporation shall be estab-
lished in accordance with the nonprofit cor-
poration laws of the State in which one of
such Department medical centers is lo-
cated.”.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 7365
is repealed.

(¢) CLARIFICATION OF STATUS OF CORPORA-
TIONS.—Section 7361, as amended by this sec-
tion, is further amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking the second
sentence; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (c¢) the fol-
lowing new subsection (d):

“(d)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this
subchapter or under regulations prescribed
by the Secretary, any corporation estab-
lished under this subchapter, and its officers,
directors, and employees, shall be required
to comply only with those Federal laws, reg-
ulations, and executive orders and directives
that apply generally to private nonprofit
corporations.

‘“(2) A corporation under this subchapter is
not—

‘““(A) owned or controlled by the United
States; or

‘(B) an agency or instrumentality of the
United States.”.

(d) REINSTATEMENT OF REQUIREMENT FOR
501(c)(3) STATUS OF CORPORATIONS.—Sub-
section (e) of section 7361, as redesignated by
subsection (a)(1), is further amended by in-
serting ‘‘section 501(c)(3) of”’ after ‘‘exempt
from taxation under”.

SEC. 802. CLARIFICATION OF PURPOSES OF COR-
PORATIONS.

(a) CLARIFICATION OF PURPOSES.—Sub-
section (a) of section 7362 is amended in the
first sentence—

(1) by striking ‘‘Any corporation’ and all
that follows through ‘‘facilitate’ and insert-
ing ‘““A corporation established under this
subchapter shall be established to provide a
flexible funding mechanism for the conduct
of approved research and education at one or
more Department medical centers and to fa-
cilitate functions related to the conduct of’’;
and
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(2) by inserting before the period at the end
the following: ‘‘or centers’.

(b) MODIFICATION OF DEFINED TERM RELAT-
ING TO EDUCATION AND TRAINING.—Subsection
(b) of such section is amended in the matter
preceding paragraph (1) by striking ‘‘the
term ‘education and training’’’ and inserting
‘“‘the term ‘education’ includes education and
training and”.

(c) REPEAL OF ROLE OF CORPORATIONS WITH
RESPECT TO FELLOWSHIPS.—Paragraph (1) of
subsection (b) of such section is amended by
striking the flush matter following subpara-
graph (C).

(d) AVAILABILITY OF EDUCATION FOR FAMI-
LIES OF VETERAN PATIENTS.—Paragraph (2) of
subsection (b) of such section is amended by
striking ‘‘to patients and to the families”
and inserting ‘‘and includes education and
training for patients and families”.

SEC. 803. MODIFICATION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR
BOARDS OF DIRECTORS OF COR-
PORATIONS.

(a) REQUIREMENTS FOR DEPARTMENT BOARD
MEMBERS.—Paragraph (1) of section 7363(a) is
amended to read as follows:

‘(1) with respect to the Department med-
ical center—

‘“(A)() the director (or directors of each
Department medical center, in the case of a
multi-medical center research corporation);

‘“(ii) the chief of staff; and

‘“(iii) as appropriate for the activities of
such corporation, the associate chief of staff
for research and the associate chief of staff
for education; or

‘(B) in the case of a Department medical
center at which one or more of the positions
referred to in subparagraph (A) do not exist,
the official or officials who are responsible
for carrying out the responsibilities of such
position or positions at the Department med-
ical center; and”.

(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR NON-DEPARTMENT
BOARD MEMBERS.—Paragraph (2) of such sec-
tion is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘not less than two’’ before
“members’’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘and who’’ and all that fol-
lows through the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘and who have backgrounds, or busi-
ness, legal, financial, medical, or scientific
expertise, of benefit to the operations of the
corporation.”.

(c) CONFLICTS OF INTEREST.—Subsection (c)
of section 7363 is amended by striking *‘, em-
ployed by, or have any other financial rela-
tionship with” and inserting ‘‘or employed
by”’.

SEC. 804. CLARIFICATION OF POWERS OF COR-
PORATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7364 is amended
to read as follows:

“§7364. General powers

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) A corporation estab-
lished under this subchapter may, solely to
carry out the purposes of this subchapter—

‘“(A) accept, administer, retain, and spend
funds derived from gifts, contributions,
grants, fees, reimbursements, and bequests
from individuals and public and private enti-
ties;

‘(B) enter into contracts and agreements
with individuals and public and private enti-
ties;

‘“(C) subject to paragraph (2), set fees for
education and training facilitated under sec-
tion 7362 of this title, and receive, retain, ad-
minister, and spend funds in furtherance of
such education and training;

‘(D) reimburse amounts to the applicable
appropriation account of the Department for
the Office of General Counsel for any ex-
penses of that Office in providing legal serv-
ices attributable to research and education
agreements under this subchapter; and

‘“(E) employ such employees as the cor-
poration considers necessary for such pur-
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poses and fix the compensation of such em-
ployees.

‘“(2) Fees charged pursuant to paragraph
(1)(C) for education and training described in
that paragraph to individuals who are offi-
cers or employees of the Department may
not be paid for by any funds appropriated to
the Department.

“(8) Amounts reimbursed to the Office of
General Counsel under paragraph (1)(D) shall
be available for use by the Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel only for staff and training, and
related travel, for the provision of legal serv-
ices described in that paragraph and shall re-
main available for such use without fiscal
year limitation.

““(b) TRANSFER AND ADMINISTRATION OF
FuNDS.—(1) Except as provided in paragraph
(2), any funds received by the Secretary for
the conduct of research or education at a De-
partment medical center or centers, other
than funds appropriated to the Department,
may be transferred to and administered by a
corporation established under this sub-
chapter for such purposes.

‘“(2) A Department medical center may re-
imburse the corporation for all or a portion
of the pay, benefits, or both of an employee
of the corporation who is assigned to the De-
partment medical center if the assignment is
carried out pursuant to subchapter VI of
chapter 33 of title 5.

““(3) A Department medical center may re-
tain and use funds provided to it by a cor-
poration established under this subchapter.
Such funds shall be credited to the applica-
ble appropriation account of the Department
and shall be available, without fiscal year
limitation, for the purposes of that account.

‘‘(c) RESEARCH PROJECTS.—Except for rea-
sonable and usual preliminary costs for
project planning before its approval, a cor-
poration established under this subchapter
may not spend funds for a research project
unless the project is approved in accordance
with procedures prescribed by the Under Sec-
retary for Health for research carried out
with Department funds. Such procedures
shall include a scientific review process.

‘‘(d) EDUCATION ACTIVITIES.—Except for
reasonable and usual preliminary costs for
activity planning before its approval, a cor-
poration established under this subchapter
may not spend funds for an education activ-
ity unless the activity is approved in accord-
ance with procedures prescribed by the
Under Secretary for Health.

‘‘(e) POLICIES AND PROCEDURES.—The Under
Secretary for Health may prescribe policies
and procedures to guide the spending of
funds by corporations established under this
subchapter that are consistent with the pur-
pose of such corporations as flexible funding
mechanisms and with Federal and State laws
and regulations, and executive orders, circu-
lars, and directives that apply generally to
the receipt and expenditure of funds by non-
profit organizations exempt from taxation
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986.”".

(b) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
7362(a), as amended by section 802(a)(1) of
this Act, is further amended by striking the
last sentence.

SEC. 805. REDESIGNATION OF SECTION 7364A OF
TITLE 38, UNITED STATES CODE.

(a) REDESIGNATION.—Section 7364A is redes-
ignated as section 7365.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 73 is
amended—

(1) by striking the item relating to section
7364A; and

(2) by striking the item relating to section
7365 and inserting the following new item:

¢7365. Coverage of employees under certain
Federal tort claims laws.”".
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SEC. 806. IMPROVED ACCOUNTABILITY AND
OVERSIGHT OF CORPORATIONS.

(a) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IN ANNUAL RE-
PORTS.—Subsection (b) of section 7366 is
amended to read as follows:

“(b)(1) Each corporation shall submit to
the Secretary each year a report providing a
detailed statement of the operations, activi-
ties, and accomplishments of the corporation
during that year.

““(2)(A) A corporation with revenues in ex-
cess of $500,000 for any year shall obtain an
audit of the corporation for that year.

‘“(B) A corporation with annual revenues
between $100,000 and $500,000 shall obtain an
audit of the corporation at least once every
three years.

‘(C) Any audit under this paragraph shall
be performed by an independent auditor.

‘“(3) The corporation shall include in each
report to the Secretary under paragraph (1)
the following:

““(A) The most recent audit of the corpora-
tion under paragraph (2).

‘“(B) The most recent Internal Revenue
Service Form 990 ‘Return of Organization
Exempt from Income Tax’ or equivalent and
the applicable schedules under such form.”.

(b) CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICIES.—Sub-
section (c¢) of such section is amended to read
as follows:

‘‘(c) Each director, officer, and employee of
a corporation established under this sub-
chapter shall be subject to a conflict of in-
terest policy adopted by that corporation.”.

(¢) ESTABLISHMENT OF APPROPRIATE PAYEE
REPORTING THRESHOLD.—Subsection (d)(3)(C)
of such section is amended by striking
¢¢$35,000”’ and inserting ‘‘$50,000"".

TITLE IX—CONSTRUCTION AND NAMING
MATTERS
SEC. 901. AUTHORIZATION OF MEDICAL FACILITY
PROJECTS.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF FISCAL YEAR 2010
MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITY PROJECTS.—The
Secretary of Veterans Affairs may carry out
the following major medical facility projects
in fiscal year 2010, with each project to be
carried out in the amount specified for such
project:

(1) Construction (including acquisition of
land) for the realignment of services and clo-
sure projects at the Department of Veterans
Affairs Medical Center in Livermore, Cali-
fornia, in an amount not to exceed
$55,430,000.

(2) Construction (including acquisition of
land) for a new medical facility at the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Medical Center
in Louisville, Kentucky, in an amount not to
exceed $75,000,000.

(3) Construction (including acquisition of
land) for a clinical expansion for a Mental
Health Facility at the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center in Dallas,
Texas, in an amount not to exceed $15,640,000.

(4) Construction (including acquisition of
land) for a replacement bed tower and clin-
ical expansion at the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center in St. Louis,

Missouri, in an amount not to exceed
$43,340,000.
(b) EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATION FOR

MAJOR MEDICAL FACILITY CONSTRUCTION
PROJECTS PREVIOUSLY AUTHORIZED.—The
Secretary of Veterans Affairs may carry out
the following major medical facility projects
in fiscal year 2010, as follows with each
project to be carried out in the amount spec-
ified for such project:

(1) Replacement of the existing Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Medical Center in
Denver, Colorado, in an amount not to ex-
ceed $800,000,000.

(2) Construction of Outpatient and Inpa-
tient Improvements in Bay Pines, Florida, in
an amount not to exceed $194,400,000.
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(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR
CONSTRUCTION.—There is authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs for fiscal year 2010, or the year in which
funds are appropriated, for the Construction,
Major Projects account—

(A) $189,410,000 for the projects authorized
in subsection (a); and

(B) $994,400,000 for the projects authorized
in subsection (b).

(2) LIMITATION.—The projects authorized in
subsections (a) and (b) may only be carried
out using—

(A) funds appropriated for fiscal year 2010
pursuant to the authorization of appropria-
tions in paragraph (1);

(B) funds available for Construction, Major
Projects for a fiscal year before fiscal year
2010 that remain available for obligation;

(C) funds available for Construction, Major
Projects for a fiscal year after fiscal year
2010 that remain available for obligation;

(D) funds appropriated for Construction,
Major Projects for fiscal year 2010 for a cat-
egory of activity not specific to a project;

(E) funds appropriated for Construction,
Major Projects for a fiscal year before 2010
for a category of activity not specific to a
project; and

(F) funds appropriated for Construction,
Major Projects for a fiscal year after 2010 for
a category of activity not specific to a
project.

SEC. 902. DESIGNATION OF MERRIL LUNDMAN
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS OUTPATIENT CLINIC, HAVRE,

MONTANA.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Department of Vet-
erans Affairs outpatient clinic in Havre,
Montana, shall after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act be known and designated as
the ‘“Merril Lundman Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Outpatient Clinic”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any
law, regulation, map, document, record, or
other paper of the United States to the out-
patient clinic referred to in subsection (a)
shall be considered to be a reference to the
Merril Lundman Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Outpatient Clinic.

SEC. 903. DESIGNATION OF WILLIAM C. TALLENT
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS OUTPATIENT CLINIC, KNOX-
VILLE, TENNESSEE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Outpatient Clinic in Knoxville,
Tennessee, shall after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act be known and designated as
the “William C. Tallent Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Outpatient Clinic’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any
law, regulation, map, document, record, or
other paper of the United States to the out-
patient clinic referred to in subsection (a)
shall be considered to be a reference to the
William C. Tallent Department of Veterans
Affairs Outpatient Clinic.

SEC. 904. DESIGNATION OF MAX J. BEILKE DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
OUTPATIENT CLINIC, ALEXANDRIA,
MINNESOTA.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Department of Vet-
erans Affairs outpatient clinic in Alexandria,
Minnesota, shall after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act be known and designated as
the “Max J. Beilke Department of Veterans
Affairs Outpatient Clinic’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any
law, regulation, map, document, record, or
other paper of the United States to the out-
patient clinic referred to in subsection (a)
shall be considered to be a reference to the
Max J. Beilke Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Outpatient Clinic.
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TITLE X—OTHER MATTERS

SEC. 1001. EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY FOR DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
POLICE OFFICERS.

Section 902 is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘(1) Employees of the Department who are
Department police officers shall, with re-
spect to acts occurring on Department prop-
erty—

‘“(A) enforce Federal laws;

‘(B) enforce the rules prescribed under sec-
tion 901 of this title;

‘(C) enforce traffic and motor vehicle laws
of a State or local government (by issuance
of a citation for violation of such laws) with-
in the jurisdiction of which such Department
property is located as authorized by an ex-
press grant of authority under applicable
State or local law;

‘(D) carry the appropriate Department-
issued weapons, including firearms, while off
Department property in an official capacity
or while in an official travel status;

‘“‘(E) conduct investigations, on and off De-
partment property, of offenses that may
have been committed on property under the
original jurisdiction of Department, con-
sistent with agreements or other consulta-
tion with affected Federal, State, or local
law enforcement agencies; and

‘“(F') carry out, as needed and appropriate,
the duties described in subparagraphs (A)
through (E) when engaged in duties author-
ized by other Federal statutes.”’;

(B) by striking paragraph (2) and redesig-
nating paragraph (3) as paragraph (2); and

(C) in paragraph (2), as redesignated by
subparagraph (B) of this paragraph, by in-
serting ‘‘, and on any arrest warrant issued
by competent judicial authority’ before the
period; and

(2) by amending subsection (c) to read as
follows:

‘“(c) The powers granted to Department po-
lice officers designated under this section
shall be exercised in accordance with guide-
lines approved by the Secretary and the At-
torney General.”.

SEC. 1002. UNIFORM ALLOWANCE FOR DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS PO-
LICE OFFICERS.

Section 903 is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b) and inserting
the following new subsection (b):

“(b)(1) The amount of the allowance that
the Secretary may pay under this section is
the lesser of—

“‘(A) the amount currently allowed as pre-
scribed by the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment; or

‘“(B) estimated costs or actual costs as de-
termined by periodic surveys conducted by
the Department.

‘(2) During any fiscal year no officer shall
receive more for the purchase of a uniform
described in subsection (a) than the amount
established under this subsection.”; and

(2) by striking subsection (c¢) and inserting
the following new subsection (c):

‘“(c) The allowance established under sub-
section (b) shall be paid at the beginning of
a Department police officer’s employment
for those appointed on or after October 1,
2010. In the case of any other Department po-
lice officer, an allowance in the amount es-
tablished under subsection (b) shall be paid
upon the request of the officer.”.

SEC. 1003. SUBMISSION OF REPORTS TO CON-
GRESS BY SECRETARY OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS IN ELECTRONIC FORM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 1 is amended by

adding at the end the following new section:
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“§118. Submission of reports to Congress in
electronic form

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Whenever the Secretary
or any other official of the Department is re-
quired by law to submit to Congress (or any
committee of either chamber of Congress) a
report, the Secretary or other official shall
submit to Congress (or such committee) a
copy of the report in an electronic format.

‘“(b) TREATMENT.—The submission of a
copy of a report in accordance with this sec-
tion shall be treated as meeting any require-
ment of law to submit such report to Con-
gress (or any committee of either chamber of
Congress).

‘‘(c) REPORT DEFINED.—For purposes of this
section, the term ‘report’ includes any cer-
tification, notification, or other communica-
tion in writing.”.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CLERICAL AMEND-
MENTS.—The table of sections at the begin-
ning of chapter 1 is amended—

(1) by striking the item relating to section
117; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
items:
““117. Advance appropriations for certain

medical care accounts.
‘“118. Reports to Congress: submission in
electronic form.”.

SEC. 1004. DETERMINATION OF BUDGETARY EF-
FECTS FOR PURPOSES OF COMPLI-
ANCE WITH STATUTORY PAY-AS-YOU-
GO-ACT OF 2010.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go-Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the House Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. FILNER) and the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BUYER) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FILNER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous materials on S. 1963, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. FILNER. I yield myself 4 min-
utes.

Mr. Speaker, when I became chair-
man of the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs 3 years ago, the VA was strained
to the breaking point by years of
chronic underfunding. We were a coun-
try at war; yet, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs remained unprepared to
care for the hundreds of thousands of
new veterans returning from Iraq and
Afghanistan.

It is simply our duty as a Nation, no
matter where we stand on the war, to
put our men and women in harm’s way
under the care of our Nation when they
return. Under the Democratic leader-
ship, Congress has provided almost a 60
percent increase for VA medical care
funding over the last 3 years, adding
over $20 billion to the VA budget base-
line.
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S. 1963 demonstrates America’s com-
mitment to the dedicated servicemem-
bers who have served in uniform and
puts front and center the health care
needs of veterans and their families. It
is our pledge to them that we have not
forgotten the sacrifices they have made
in defense of this country. So in this
bill, we help caregivers of injured vet-
erans, women veterans, rural veterans,
homeless veterans, and veterans with
mental health issues.

S. 1963 provides immediate support to
the mothers, fathers, husbands, and
wives caring for warriors from the cur-
rent conflicts as well as from previous
conflicts. Today we have the oppor-
tunity to recognize their tremendous
sacrifice and share their heavy burden.

The bill also expands and improves
VA services for the 1.8 million women
veterans currently receiving VA health
care and goes a step further by antici-
pating the expected increase of women
warriors over the next 5 years. This bill
seeks to build a VA health care system
respectful of the unique medical needs
of women veterans.

S. 1963 also advances America’s com-
mitment to end veterans’ homeless-
ness. Hundreds of thousands of vet-
erans are at risk of homelessness be-
cause of poverty and the lack of sup-
port from family and friends. An in-
creasing number of veterans of oper-
ations in Afghanistan and Iraq are fall-
ing into this category, and we must be
vigilant in providing support to this
population.

We expand the number of places
where homeless vets may receive sup-
portive services; and for our veterans
struggling without a roof over their
heads, this small change in the law will
make a big difference in their lives.

The bill also includes key provisions
to improve health care provided to our
rural veterans by authorizing stronger
partnerships with community pro-
viders and the Department of Health
and Human Services. These collabora-
tions will allow VA to offer health care
options to servicemembers living far
from the nearest medical facility.

In addition, we address the troubling
reality of posttraumatic stress disorder
and troubling incidents of suicide
amongst the veterans’ population. The
bill requires a much-needed and long-
awaited study on veteran suicide and
requires the VA to provide counseling
referrals for former members of the
Armed Forces who are not otherwise
eligible for readjustment counseling.

S. 1963 provides higher priority status
for Medal of Honor recipients, estab-
lishes a director of physician assistant
services, and creates a committee on
care of veterans with traumatic brain
injury. It requires the VA to provide
health care for herbicide-exposed Viet-
nam veterans and veterans of the Per-
sian Gulf War who have insufficient
medical evidence to establish a service-
connected disability, and it prohibits
the VA from collecting copayments
from veterans who are catastrophically
disabled.
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This bill, Mr. Speaker, demands our
immediate attention. We owe our vet-
erans a great debt of gratitude, and
this bill represents an understanding
that the sacrifices of our veterans are
shared amongst all Americans.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
passage of S. 1963, as amended, and re-
serve the balance of my time.
EXPLANATORY STATEMENT SUBMITTED BY MR.

FILNER, CHAIRMAN OF THE HOUSE COM-

MITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, REGARDING

THE AMENDMENT OF THE HOUSE OF REP-

RESENTATIVES TO S. 1963
CAREGIVERS AND VETERANS OMNIBUS HEALTH

SERVICES ACT OF 2010

S. 1963, as amended, the ‘‘Caregivers and
Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of
2010,” reflects the Compromise Agreement
between the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives (the Committees) on health care
and related provisions for veterans and their
caregivers. The provisions in the Com-
promise Agreement are derived from a num-
ber of bills that were introduced and consid-
ered by the House and Senate during the
111th Congress. These bills include S. 1963, a
bill to provide assistance to caregivers of
veterans, to improve the provision of health
care to veterans, and for other purposes,
which passed the Senate on November 19,
2009 (Senate bill); and H.R. 3155, a bill to pro-
vide certain caregivers of veterans with
training, support, and medical care, and for
other purposes, which passed the House on
July 27, 2009 (House bill).

In addition, the Compromise Agreement
includes provisions derived from the fol-
lowing bills which were passed by the House:
H.R. 402, a bill to designate the Department
of Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic in
Knoxville, Tennessee, as the ‘“William C.
Tallent Department of Veterans Affairs Out-
patient Clinic,” passed by the House on July
14, 2009; H.R. 1211, a bill to expand and im-
prove health care services available to
women veterans, especially those serving in
Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation
Iraqi Freedom, from the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes, passed
by the House on June 23, 2009; H.R. 1293, a
bill to provide for an increase in the amount
payable by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to veterans for improvements and structural
alterations furnished as part of home health
services, passed by the House on July 28,
2009; H.R. 2770, a bill to modify and update
provisions of law relating to nonprofit re-
search and education corporations, and for
other purposes, passed by the House on July
27, 2009; H.R. 3157, a bill to name the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs outpatient clinic in
Alexandria, Minnesota, as the ‘“Max J.
Beilke Department of Veterans Affairs Out-
patient Clinic,” passed by the House on No-
vember 3, 2009; H.R. 3219, a bill to make cer-
tain improvements in the laws administered
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs relating
to insurance and health care, and for other
purposes, passed by the House on July 27,
2009; and H.R. 3949, a bill to make certain im-
provements in the laws relating to benefits
administered by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes, passed by the
House on November 3, 2009.

The Compromise Agreement also includes
provisions derived from the following House
bills, which were introduced and referred to
the Subcommittee on Health of the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: H.R. 919, to
enhance the capacity of the Department of
Veterans Affairs to recruit and retain nurses
and other critical health care professionals,
and for other purposes, which was introduced
on February 9, 2009; H.R. 3796, to improve per
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diem grant payments for organizations as-
sisting homeless veterans, which was intro-
duced on October 13, 2009; and H.R. 4166, to
make certain improvements in the laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs relating to educational assistance for
health professionals, and for other purposes,
which was introduced on December 1, 2009,
and was concurrently referred to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

The House and Senate Committees on Vet-
erans’ Affairs have prepared the following
explanation of the Compromise Agreement.
Differences between the provisions contained
in the Compromise Agreement and the re-
lated provisions in the bills listed above are
noted in this document, except for clerical
corrections and conforming changes, and
minor drafting, technical, and clarifying
changes.

TITLE I—CAREGIVER SUPPORT
Assistance and Support Services for Family
Caregivers (section 101)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 102) that would create a new program to
help caregivers of eligible veterans who, to-
gether with the veteran, submit a joint ap-
plication requesting services under the new
program. Eligible veterans are defined as
those who have a serious injury, including
traumatic brain injury, psychological trau-
ma, or other mental disorder, incurred or ag-
gravated while on active duty on or after
September 11, 2001. Within two years of pro-
gram implementation, the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) would be required to
submit a report on the feasibility and advis-
ability of extending the program to veterans
of earlier periods of service. Severely injured
veterans are defined as those who need per-
sonal care services because they are unable
to perform one or more independent activi-
ties of daily living, require supervision as a
result of neurological or other impairments,
or need personal care services because of
other matters specified by the VA. For ac-
cepted caregiver applicants, VA would be re-
quired to provide respite care as well as pay
for travel, lodging and per-diem expenses
while the caregiver of an eligible veteran is
undergoing necessary training and education
to provide personal care services. Once a
caregiver completes training and is des-
ignated as the primary personal care attend-
ant, this individual would receive ongoing
assistance including direct technical sup-
port, counseling and mental health services,
respite care of no less than 30 days annually,
health care through the Civilian Health and
Medical Program of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (CHAMPVA), and a monthly fi-
nancial stipend. The provision in the Senate
bill would require VA to carry out oversight
of the caregiver by utilizing the services of
home health agencies. A home health agency
would be required to visit the home of a vet-
eran not less often than once every six
months and report its findings to VA. Based
on the findings, VA would have the final au-
thority to revoke a caregiver’s designation
as a primary personal care attendant. The
provision also would require an implementa-
tion and evaluation report, and provide for
an effective date 270 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

The House bill contains comparable provi-
sions (section 2 and section 4) with some key
differences. The provisions in the House bill
would provide educational sessions, access to
a list of comprehensive caregiver support
services available at the county level, infor-
mation and outreach, respite care, and coun-
seling and mental health services to family
and non-family caregivers of veterans of any
era. For family caregivers of eligible vet-
erans who served in Operation Enduring
Freedom (OEF) or Operation Iraqi Freedom
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(OIF), the House bill would require VA to
provide a monthly financial stipend, health
care service through CHAMPVA, and lodging
and subsistence to the caregiver when the
caregiver accompanies the veteran on med-
ical care visits. Eligible OEF or OIF veterans
are defined as those who have a service-con-
nected disability or illness that is severe; in
need of caregiver services without which the
veteran would be hospitalized, or placed in
nursing home care or other residential insti-
tutional care; and are unable to carry out ac-
tivities (including instrumental activities) of
daily living.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision modified to no longer re-
quire VA to enter into relationships with
home health agencies to make home visits
every six months. In addition, the Com-
promise Agreement follows the House bill in
creating a separate program of general fam-
ily caregiver support services for family and
non-family caregivers of veterans of any era.
Such support services would include training
and education, counseling and mental health
services, respite care, and information on the
support services available to caregivers
through other public, private, and nonprofit
agencies. In the event that sufficient funding
is not available to provide training and edu-
cation services, the Secretary would be given
the authority to suspend the provision of
such services. The Secretary would be re-
quired to certify to the Committees that
there is insufficient funding 180 days before
suspending the provision of these services.
This certification and the resulting suspen-
sion of services would expire at the end of
the fiscal year concerned.

The overall caregiver support program for
caregivers of eligible OEF or OIF veterans
would authorize VA to provide training and
supportive services to family members and
certain others who wish to care for a dis-
abled veteran in the home and to allow vet-
erans to receive the most appropriate level
of care. The newly authorized supportive
services would include training and certifi-
cation, a living stipend, and health care—in-
cluding mental health counseling, transpor-
tation benefits, and respite.

The Compromise Agreement also includes
an authorization for appropriations that is
below the estimate furnished by the Congres-
sional Budget Office. The lower authoriza-
tion level is based on information contained
in a publication (Economic Impact on Care-
givers of the Seriously Wounded, Il11, and In-
jured, April 2009) of the Center for Naval
Analyses (CNA). This study estimated that,
annually, 720 post-September 11, 2001 vet-
erans require comprehensive caregiver serv-
ices. The Compromise Agreement limits the
caregiver program only to ‘‘seriously injured
or very seriously injured’ veterans who were
injured or aggravated an injury in the line of
duty on or after September 11, 2001. CNA
found that the average requirement for such
caregiver services is 18 months, and that
only 43 percent of veterans require caregiver
services over the long-term. CNA also found
that, on average, veterans need only 21 hours
of caregiver services per week. Only 233 fam-
ily caregivers were referred by VA for train-
ing and certification through existing home
health agencies in FY 2008. This represented
five percent of all home care referrals. In FY
2009, only 168 family caregivers were referred
to home care agencies for training and cer-
tification.

Medical Care for Family Caregivers (section 102)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 102) that would provide health care
through the CHAMPVA program for individ-
uals designated as the primary care attend-
ant for eligible OEF or OIF veterans and who
have no other insurance coverage.
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The House bill contains a comparable pro-
vision (section 5), with a difference in the
target population. Under the House bill, the
target population would include all family
caregivers of eligible OEF or OIF veterans,
defined as those who have a service-con-
nected disability or illness that is severe; are
in need of caregiver services without which
hospitalization, nursing home care, or other
residential institutional care would be re-
quired; and, are unable to carry out activi-
ties (including instrumental activities) of
daily living.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Counseling and Mental Health Services for
Family Caregivers (section 103)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 102) that would provide counseling and
mental health services for family caregivers
of OEF or OIF veterans.

The House bill contains a comparable pro-
vision (section 3), except that counseling and
mental health services would be available to
caregivers of veterans of any era.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
House provision.

Lodging and Subsistence for Attendants (section
104)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 103) that would allow VA to pay for the
lodging and subsistence costs incurred by
any attendant who accompanies an eligible
OEF or OIF veteran seeking VA health care.

The House bill contains a comparable pro-
vision (section 6), with a difference in the
target population. Under the House bill, the
target population would include all family
caregivers of eligible OEF or OIF veterans,
defined as those who have a service-con-
nected disability or illness that is severe; are
in need of caregiver services without which
hospitalization, nursing home care, or other
residential institutional care would be re-
quired; and, are unable to carry out activi-
ties (including instrumental activities) of
daily living.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

TITLE II—WOMEN VETERANS HEALTH CARE
MATTERS

Study of Barriers for Women Veterans to Health
Care from the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs (section 201)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 201) that would require VA to report, by
June 1, 2010, on barriers facing women vet-
erans who seek health care at VA, especially
women veterans of OEF or OIF.

H.R. 1211 contains a comparable provision
(section 101) that would require a similar
study of health care barriers for women vet-
erans. The House provision also would define
the parameters of the research study sample;
direct VA to build on the work of an existing
study entitled ‘‘National Survey of Women
Veterans in Fiscal Year 2007-2008;”” mandate
VA to share the barriers study data with the
Center for Women Veterans and the Advisory
Committee on Women Veterans; and author-
ize appropriations of $4 million to conduct
the study. VA would be required to submit to
Congress a report on the implementation of
this section within six months of the publi-
cation of the ‘‘National Survey of Women
Veterans in Fiscal Year 2007-2008°, and the
final report within 30 months of publication.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
House provision.

Training and Certification for Mental Health
Care Providers of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs on Care for Veterans Suffering
from Sexual Trauma and Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (section 202)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 204) that would require VA to imple-
ment a program for education, training, cer-
tification, and continuing medical education
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for mental health professionals, which would
include principles of evidence-based treat-
ment and care for sexual trauma. VA would
also be required to submit an annual report
on the counseling, care, and services pro-
vided to veterans suffering from sexual trau-
ma, and to establish education, training, cer-
tification, and staffing standards for per-
sonnel providing treatment for veterans with
sexual trauma.

H.R. 1211 contains a similar provision (sec-
tion 202), except it included no provision re-
quiring VA to establish education, training,
certification, and staffing standards for the
mental health professionals caring for vet-
erans with sexual trauma.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
House provision.

Pilot Program on Counseling in Retreat Settings
for Women Veterans Newly Separated from
Service in the Armed Forces (section 203)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 205) that would require VA to establish,
at a minimum of five locations, a two-year
pilot program in which women veterans
newly separated from the Armed Forces
would receive reintegration and readjust-
ment services in a group retreat setting. The
provision also would require a report detail-
ing the pilot program findings and providing
recommendations on whether VA should con-
tinue or expand the pilot program.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision but specifies that the pro-
gram be carried out at a minimum of three,
not five, locations.

Service on Certain Advisory Committees of
Women Recently Separated from Service in
the Armed Forces (section 204)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 207) that would amend the membership
of the Advisory Committee on Women Vet-
erans and the Advisory Committee on Minor-
ity Veterans to require that such commit-
tees include women recently separated from
the Armed Forces and women who are mi-
nority group members and are recently sepa-
rated from the Armed Forces, respectively.

H.R. 1211 contains a similar provision (sec-
tion 204) except that it would allow either
men or women who are members of a minor-
ity group to serve on the Advisory Com-
mittee on Minority Veterans.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Pilot Program on Subsidies for Child Care for
Certain Veterans Receiving Health Care
(section 205)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 208) that would require VA to establish
a pilot program through which child care
subsidies would be provided to women vet-
erans receiving regular and intensive mental
health care and intensive health care serv-
ices. The pilot program would be carried out
in no fewer than three Veterans Integrated
Service Networks (VISNs) for a duration of
two years and, at its conclusion, there would
be a requirement for a report to be sub-
mitted within six months detailing findings
related to the program and recommendations
on its continuation or extension. The provi-
sion also would direct VA, to the extent
practicable, to model the pilot program after
an existing VA Child Care Subsidy Program.

H.R. 1211 contains a comparable provision
(section 203), but it does not stipulate that
the child care program shall be executed
through stipends. Rather, stipends are one
option among several listed, including part-
nership with private agencies, collaboration
with facilities or program of other Federal
departments or agencies, and the arrange-
ment of after-school care.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision, with a modification to
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clarify that the child care subsidy payments
shall cover the full cost of child care serv-
ices. In addition, the provision expands the
definition of veterans who qualify for the
child care subsidy to women veterans who
are in need of regular or intensive mental
health care services but who do not seek
such care due to lack of child care services.
Finally, the Compromise Agreement follows
the House provision by allowing for other
forms of child care assistance. In addition to
stipends, child care services may be provided
through the direct provision of child care at
an on-site VA facility, payments to private
child care agencies, collaboration with facili-
ties or programs of other Federal depart-
ments or agencies, and other forms as
deemed appropriate by the Secretary.

Care for Newborn Children of Women Veterans

Receiving Maternity Care (section 206)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 209) that would authorize VA to provide
post-delivery health care services to a new-
born child of a woman veteran receiving ma-
ternity care from VA if the child was deliv-
ered in a VA facility or a non-VA facility
pursuant to a VA contract for delivery. Such
care would be authorized for up to seven
days.

H.R. 1211 contains a comparable provision
(section 201), but would allow VA to provide
care for a set seven-day period for newborn
children of women veterans receiving mater-
nity care.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

TITLE III—RURAL HEALTH IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements to the Education Debt Reduction
Program (section 301)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 301) that would eliminate the cap in cur-
rent law on the total amount of education
debt reduction payments that can be made
over five years so as to permit payments
equal to the total amount of principal and
interest owed on eligible loans.

H.R. 4166 contains a provision (section 3),
that would expand the purpose of the Edu-
cation Debt Reduction Program (EDRP), set
forth in subchapter VII of chapter 76 of title
38, United States Code, to include retention
in addition to recruitment, as well as to
modify and expand the eligibility require-
ments for participation in the program. In
addition, the provision would increase the
total education debt reduction payments
made by VA from $44,000 to $60,000 and raise
the cap on payments to be made during the
fourth and fifth years of the program from
$10,000 to $12,000. The provision would also
provide VA with the flexibility to waive the
limitations of the EDRP and pay the full
principal and interest owed by participants
who fill hard-to-recruit positions at VA.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
House provision.

Visual Impairment and Orientation and Mobil-
ity Professionals Education Assistance Pro-
gram (section 302)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 302) that would require VA to establish
a scholarship program for students accepted
or enrolled in a program of study leading to
certification or a degree in the areas of vis-
ual impairment or orientation and mobility.
The student would be required to agree to
maintain an acceptable level of academic
standing as well as join VA as a full-time
employee for three years following their
completion of the program. VA would be re-
quired to disseminate information on the
scholarship program throughout educational
institutions, with a special emphasis on
those with a high number of Hispanic stu-
dents and Historically Black Colleges and
Universities.
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H.R. 3949 contains the same provision (sec-
tion 302).

The Compromise Agreement contains this
provision.

Demonstration Projects on Alternatives for Ex-
panding Care for Veterans in Rural Areas
(section 303)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 305) that would authorize VA to carry
out demonstration projects to expand care to
veterans in rural areas through the Depart-
ment’s Office of Rural Health. Projects could
include VA establishing a partnership with
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Serv-
ices to coordinate care for veterans in rural
areas at critical access hospitals, developing
a partnership with the Department of Health
and Human Services to coordinate care for
veterans in rural areas at community health
centers, and the expanding coordination with
the Indian Health Service to enhance care
for Native American veterans.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Program on Readjustment and Mental Health
Care Services for Veterans who Served in
Operation Enduring Freedom and Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom (section 304)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 306) that would require VA to establish
a program providing OEF and OIF veterans
with mental health services, readjustment
counseling and services, and peer outreach
and support. The program would also provide
the immediate families of these veterans
with education, support, counseling, and
mental health services. In areas not ade-
quately served by VA facilities, VA would be
authorized to contract with community
mental health centers and other qualified en-
tities for the provision of such services, as
well as provide training to clinicians and
contract with a national non-profit mental
health organization to train veterans par-
ticipating in the peer outreach and support
program. The provision would require an ini-
tial implementation report within 45 days
after enactment of the legislation. Addition-
ally, the Secretary would be required to sub-
mit a status report within one year of enact-
ment of the legislation detailing the number
of veterans participating in the program as
well as an evaluation of the services being
provided under the program.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision, but does not include the
reporting requirement and authorizes rather
than requires VA to contract with commu-
nity mental health centers and other quali-
fied entities in areas not adequately served
by VA facilities.

Travel Reimbursement for Veterans Receiving
Treatment at Facilities of the Department of
Veterans Affairs (section 305)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 308) that would authorize VA to increase
the mileage reimbursement rate under sec-
tion 111 of title 38, United States Code, to
41.5 cents per mile, and, a year after the en-
actment of this legislation, allow the Sec-
retary to adjust the newly specified mileage
rate to be equal to the rate paid to Govern-
ment employees who use privately owned ve-
hicles on official business. If such an adjust-
ment would result in a lower mileage rate,
the Secretary would be required to submit to
Congress a justification for the lowered rate.
The provision also would allow the Secretary
to reimburse veterans for the reasonable cost
of airfare when that is the only practical
way to reach a VA facility.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.
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Pilot Program on Incentives for Physicians Who
Assume Inpatient Responsibilities at Com-
munity Hospitals in Health Professional
Shortage Areas (section 306)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 313) that would require VA to establish
a pilot program under which VA physicians
caring for veterans admitted to community
hospitals would receive financial incentives,
of an amount deemed appropriate by the Sec-
retary, if they maintain inpatient privileges
at community hospitals in health profes-
sional shortage areas. Participation in the
pilot program would be voluntary. VA would
be required to carry out the pilot program
for three years, in not less than five commu-
nity hospitals in each of not fewer than two
VISNs. In addition, VA would be authorized
to collect third party payments for care pro-
vided by VA physicians to nonveterans while
carrying out their responsibilities at the
community hospital where they are privi-
leged.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Grants for Veterans Service Organizations for
Transportation of Highly Rural Veterans
(section 307)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 315) that would require VA to establish
a grant program to provide innovative trans-
portation options to veterans in highly rural
areas. Eligible grant recipients would in-
clude state veterans service agencies and
veterans service organizations, and grant
awards would not exceed $50,000.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Modifications of Eligibility for Participation in
Pilot Program of Enhanced Contract Care
Authority for Health Care Needs of Certain
Veterans (section 308)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 316) that would clarify the definition of
eligible veterans who are covered under a
pilot program of enhanced contract care au-
thority for rural veterans, created by section
403(b) of the Veterans’ Mental Health and
Other Care Improvements Act of 2008 (P.L.
110-387, 122 Stat. 4110). Eligible veterans
would be defined to include those living
more than 60 minutes driving distance from
the nearest VA facility providing primary
care services, living more than 120 minutes
driving distance from the nearest VA facility
providing acute hospital care, and living
more than 240 minutes driving distance from
the nearest VA facility providing tertiary
care.

H.R. 3219 contains the same provision (sec-
tion 206).

The Compromise Agreement contains this
provision.

TITLE IV—MENTAL HEALTH CARE MATTERS

Eligibility of Members of the Armed Forces Who
Served in Operation Enduring Freedom or
Operation Iraqi Freedom for Counseling and
Services Through Readjustment Counseling
Services (section 401)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 401) that would allow any member of the
Armed Forces, including members of the Na-
tional Guard or Reserve, who served in OEF
or OIF to be eligible for readjustment coun-
seling services at VA Readjustment Coun-
seling Centers, also known as Vet Centers.
The provision of such services would be lim-
ited by the availability of appropriations so
that this new provision would not adversely
affect services provided to the veterans that
Vet Centers are currently serving.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.
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Restoration of Authority of Readjustment Coun-
seling Service to Provide Referral and Other
Assistance upon Request to Former Members
of the Armed Forces Not Authorized Coun-
seling (section 402)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 402) that would require VA to help
former members of the Armed Forces who
have been discharged or released from active
duty, but who are not otherwise eligible for
readjustment counseling. VA would be au-
thorized to help these individuals by pro-
viding them with referrals to obtain coun-
seling and services from sources outside of
VA, or by advising such individuals of their
right to apply for a review of their release or
discharge through the appropriate military
branch of service.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Study on Suicides among Veterans (section 403)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 403) that would require VA to conduct a
study to determine the number of veterans
who committed suicide between January 1,
1999 and the enactment of the legislation. To
conduct this study, VA would be required to
coordinate with the Secretary of Defense,
veterans’ service organizations, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, and
state public health offices and veterans
agencies.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

TITLE V—OTHER HEALTH CARE MATTERS

Repeal of Certain Annual Reporting Require-
ments (section 501)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 501) that would eliminate the reporting
requirements, set forth in sections 7451 and
8107 of title 38, United States Code, on pay
adjustments for registered nurses. These re-
porting requirements date to a time when
VA facility directors had the discretion to
offer annual General Schedule (GS) com-
parability increases to nurses. Current law
requires VA to provide GS comparability in-
creases to nurses so that that pay adjust-
ment report is no longer necessary. The pro-
vision would also eliminate the reporting re-
quirement on VA’s long-range health care
planning which included the operations and
construction plans for medical facilities. The
information contained in this report is al-
ready submitted in other reports and plans,
in particular the Department’s annual budg-
et request.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Submittal Date of Annual Report on Gulf War
Research (section 502)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 502) that would amend the due date of
the Annual Gulf War Research Report from
March 1 to July 1 of each of the five years
with the first report due in 2010.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Payment for Care Furnished to CHAMPVA
Beneficiaries (section 503)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 503) that would clarify that payments
made by VA to providers who provide med-
ical care to a beneficiary covered under
CHAMPVA shall constitute payment in full,
thereby removing any liability on the part of
the beneficiary.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.
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Disclosure of Patient Treatment Information
from Medical Records of Patients Lacking
Decision-making Capacity (section 504)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 504) that would authorize VA health
care practitioners to disclose relevant por-
tions of VA medical records to surrogate de-
cision-makers who are authorized to make
decisions on behalf of patients lacking deci-
sion-making capacity. The provision would
only allow such disclosures where the infor-
mation is clinically relevant to the decision
that the surrogate is being asked to make.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Enhancement of Quality Management (section
505)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 506) that would create a National Qual-
ity Management Officer to act as the prin-
cipal officer responsible for the Veteran
Health Administration’s quality assurance
program.u The provision would require each
VISN and medical facility to appoint a qual-
ity management officer, as well as require
VA to carry out a review of policies and pro-
cedures for maintaining health care quality
and patient safety.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Pilot Program on Use of Community-Based Or-
ganizations and Local and State Govern-
ment Entities To Ensure That Veterans Re-
ceive Care and Benefits for Which They are
Eligible (section 506)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 508) that would require VA to create a
pilot program to study the use of community
organizations and local and State govern-
ment entities in providing care and benefits
to veterans. The grantees would be selected
for their ability to increase outreach, en-
hance the coordination of community, local,
state, and Federal providers of health care,
and expand the availability of care and serv-
ices to transitioning servicemembers and
their families. The two-year pilot program
would be required to be implemented in five
locations and, in making the site selections,
the Secretary would be required to give spe-
cial consideration to rural areas, areas with
high proportions of minority groups, areas
with high proportions of individuals who
have limited access to health care, and areas
that are not in close proximity to an active
duty military station.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision, but would give VA 180 days
to implement the pilot program.

Specialized Residential Care and Rehabilitation
for Certain Veterans (section 507)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 509) that would authorize VA to con-
tract for specialized residential care and re-
habilitation services for certain veterans. El-
igible veterans would be those who served in
OEF or OIF, suffer from a traumatic brain
injury (TBI), and possess an accumulation of
deficits in activities of daily living and in-
strumental activities of daily living that
would otherwise require admission to a nurs-
ing home.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Exrpanded Study on the Health Impact of
Project Shipboard Hazard and Defense (sec-
tion 508)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 510) that would require VA to contract
with the Institute of Medicine (IOM) to
study the health impact of veterans’ partici-
pation in Project Shipboard Hazard and De-
fense (SHAD). The study would be intended
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to cover, to the extent practicable, all vet-

erans who participated in Project SHAD and

may utilize results from the study included
in IOM’s report on ‘‘Long-Term Health Ef-
fects of Participation in Project SHAD.”

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Use of Non-Department Facilities for Rehabili-
tation of Individuals with Traumatic Brain
Injury (section 509)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 511) that would clarify when non-VA fa-
cilities may be utilized to provide treatment
and rehabilitative services for veterans and
members of the Armed Forces with TBI. Spe-
cifically, the provision would allow non-VA
facilities to be used when VA cannot provide
treatment or services at the frequency or du-
ration required by the individual plan of the
veteran or servicemember with TBI. The pro-
vision also would allow the use of non-VA fa-
cilities if VA determines that it is optimal
for the recovery and rehabilitation of the
veteran or servicemember. Such non-VA fa-
cility would be required to maintain stand-
ards that have been established by an inde-
pendent, peer-reviewed organization that ac-
credits specialized rehabilitation programs
for adults with TBI.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Pilot Program on Provision of Dental Insurance
Plans to Veterans and Survivors and De-
pendents of Veterans (section 510)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 513) that would require VA to carry out
a three-year pilot program to provide speci-
fied dental services through a contract with
a dental insurer. Additionally, the provision
would provide that the pilot program should
take place in at least two but no more than
four VISNs and that enrollment would be
voluntary. The program would provide diag-
nostic services, preventive services,
endodontic and other restorative services,
surgical services, emergency services, and
such other services as VA considers appro-
priate.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision, modified to provide that
the pilot program may take place in any
number of VISNs the Secretary deems appro-
priate. The purpose of providing the Sec-
retary with this authority is to ensure the
capability, should it be required, to maxi-
mize the number of voluntary enrollees in-
sured under the dental program so as to re-
duce premium expenditures.

Prohibition on Collection of Copayments from
Veterans who are Catastrophically Disabled
(section 511)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 515) that would add a new section 1730A
in title 38, United States Code, to prohibit
VA from collecting copayments from cata-
strophically disabled veterans for medical
services rendered, including prescription
drug and nursing home care copayments.

H.R. 3219 contains the same provision (sec-
tion 203).

The Compromise Agreement contains this
provision.

Higher Priority Status for Certain Veterans who
are Medal of Honor Recipients (section 512)

H.R. 3519 contains a provision (section 201)
that would amend section 1705 of title 38,
United States Code, to place Medal of Honor
recipients in priority group 3 for the pur-
poses of receiving health care through VA.
This would situate Medal of Honor recipients
in a priority group with former prisoners of
war and Purple Heart recipients.

The Senate bill contains no comparable
provision.
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The Compromise Agreement contains the
House provision.

Hospital Care, Medical Services, and Nursing
Home Care for Certain Vietnam-Era Vet-
erans Exrposed to Herbicide and Veterans of
the Persian Gulf War (section 513)

H.R. 3219 contains a provision (section 202)
that would amend section 1710 of title 38,
United States Code, to provide permanent
authorization for the special treatment au-
thority of Vietnam-era veterans exposed to
an herbicide and Gulf-War era veterans who
have insufficient medical evidence to estab-
lish a service-connected disability.

The Senate bill contains no comparable
provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
House provision.

Establishment of Director of Physician Assistant
Services in Veterans Health Administration
(section 514)

H.R. 3219 contains a provision (section 204)
that would create the position of Director of
Physician Assistant Services in VA central
office who would report directly to the Under
Secretary for Health on all matters related
to education, training, employment, and
proper utilization of physician assistants.

The Senate bill contains no comparable
provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
House provision, modified to require the Di-
rector of Physician Assistant Services to re-
port directly to the Chief of the Office of Pa-
tient Services instead of to the Under Sec-
retary for Health.

Committee on Care of Veterans with Traumatic
Brain Injury (section 515)

H.R. 3219 contains a provision (section 205)
that would require VA to establish a Com-
mittee on Care of Veterans with Traumatic
Brain Injury. This Committee would be re-
quired to evaluate VA’s capacity to meet the
treatment and rehabilitative needs of vet-
erans with TBI, as well as make rec-
ommendations and advise the Under Sec-
retary for Health on matters relating to this
condition. Additionally, VA would be re-
quired to submit to the Committees on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the Senate and the House of
Representatives an annual report on the
Committee’s findings and recommendations
and the Department’s response.

The Senate bill contains no comparable
provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
House provision.

Increase in Amount Available to Disabled Vet-
erans for Improvements and Structural Al-
terations Furnished as Part of Home Health
Services (section 516)

H.R. 1293 contains a provision that would
increase, from $4,100 to $6,800, the amount
authorized to be paid to veterans who have
service-connected disabilities rated 50 per-
cent or more disabling for home improve-
ments and structural alterations. The provi-
sion would also increase from $1,200 to $2,000,
the amount authorized to be paid to veterans
with service-connected disabilities rated less
than 50 percent disabling.

The Senate bill contains no comparable
provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
House provision.

Ezxtension of Statutorily Defined Copayments
for Certain Veterans for Hospital Care and
Nursing Home Care (section 517)

Under current law, VA has the authority
to provide hospital and nursing home care on
a space available basis to veterans who do
not otherwise qualify for such care. VA is
authorized to collect from such a veteran an
amount equal to $10 for every day that a vet-
eran receives hospital care, and $5 for every
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day a veteran receives nursing home care.

This authority expires on September 30, 2010.

Neither the House nor Senate bills contain
a provision to extend this authority.

The Compromise Agreement contains a
provision which would extend the statutorily
defined copayments for certain veterans for
hospital care and nursing home care to Sep-
tember 30, 2012.

Extension of Authority to Recover Cost of Cer-
tain Care and Services from Disabled Vet-
erans with Health-Plan Contracts (section
518)

Under current law, VA is authorized to re-
cover the costs associated with medical care
provided to a veteran for a non-service-con-
nected disability if, among other eligibility
criteria, the veteran receives such care be-
fore October 1, 2010, the veteran has a serv-
ice-connected disability, and the veteran is
entitled to benefits for health care under a
health-plan contract.

Neither the House nor Senate bills contain
a provision to extend this authority.

The Compromise Agreement contains a
provision which would extend the authority
to recover the cost of such care and services
from disabled veterans with health-plan con-
tracts to October 1, 2012.

TITLE VI—DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL MATTERS
Enhancement of Authorities for Retention of

Medical Professionals (section 601)

The Senate bill contains provisions (sec-
tion 601) intended to improve VA’s ability to
recruit and retain health professionals.
First, VA would be given the authority to
apply the title 38 hybrid employment system
to additional health care occupations to
meet the recruitment and retention needs of
VA. Next, the probationary period for full-
time and part-time registered nurses would
be set at two years; part-time registered
nurses who served previously on a full-time
basis would not be subject to a probationary
period. In addition, VA would be authorized
to waive the salary offset where the salary of
an employee rehired after retirement from
the Veterans Health Administration is re-
duced according to the amount of their an-
nuity under a federal government retirement
system.

Section 601 also would provide for a num-
ber of new or expanded pay authorities, in-
cluding setting the pay for all senior execu-
tives in the Office of the Under Secretary for
Health at Level IT or Level III of the Execu-
tive Schedule; authorizing recruitment and
retention special incentive pay for phar-
macist executives of up to $40,000; amending
the pay provisions of physicians and dentists
by clarifying the determination of the non-
foreign cost of living adjustment, exempting
physicians and dentists in executive leader-
ship positions from compensation panels,
and allowing for a reduction in market pay
for changes in board certification or a reduc-
tion of privileges; modifying the pay cap for
registered nurses and other covered positions
to Level IV of the Executive Schedule; allow-
ing the pay for certified registered nurse an-
esthetists to exceed the pay caps for reg-
istered nurses; increasing the limitation on
special pay for nurse executives from $25,000
to $100,000; adding licensed practical nurses,
licensed vocational nurses, and nursing posi-
tions covered by title 5 to the list of occupa-
tions that are exempt from the limitations
on increases in rates of basic pay; and ex-
panding the eligibility for additional pre-
mium pay to part-time nurses. Finally, sec-
tion 601 would improve VA’s locality pay
system by requiring VA to provide edu-
cation, training, and support to the directors
of VA health care facilities on the use of lo-
cality pay system surveys.

H.R. 919 contains a comparable provision
(section 2) which would not, in contrast to
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the Senate bill, restrict VA from applying
hybrid title 38 status to positions that are
administrative, clerical or physical plant
maintenance and protective services, would
otherwise be included under the authority of
section 5332 of title 5, United States Code; do
not provide direct patient care services, or
would otherwise be available to provide med-
ical care and treatment for veterans. The
House provision also would not place restric-
tions on the categories of part-time nurses
for whom the probationary period would be
waived. The House section contains an addi-
tional provision which would provide com-
parability pay up to $100,000 per year to all
individuals appointed by the Under Sec-
retary for Health under the authority of sec-
tion 7306 of title 38, United States Code, who
are not physicians or dentists and who would
be compensated at a higher rate in the pri-
vate sector.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision, modified to eliminate the
provision of the Senate bill that would pro-
vide VA with the authority to waive salary
offsets for retirees who are reemployed in
the Veterans Health Administration.
Limitations on Overtime Duty, Weekend Duty,

and Alternative Work Schedules for Nurses
(section 602)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 602) that would prohibit VA from requir-
ing nurses to work more than 40 hours in an
administrative work week or more than 8
hours consecutively, except under unantici-
pated emergency conditions in which the
nurses’ skills are necessary and good faith
efforts to find voluntary replacements have
failed. The provision also would strike sub-
section 7456(c) of title 38, United States Code,
which provides that nurses on approved sick
or annual leave during a 12-hour work shift
shall be charged at a rate of five hours of
leave per three hours of absence. Finally, for
recruitment and retention purposes, VA
would be authorized to consider a nurse who
has worked 6 regularly scheduled 12-hour
work shifts within a 14-day period to have
worked a full eighty-hour pay period.

H.R. 919 contains the same provision (sec-
tion 3).

The Compromise Agreement contains this
provision.

Reauthorization of Health Professionals Edu-
cational Assistance Scholarship Program
(section 603)

H.R. 919 contains a provision (section 4)
that would reinstate the Health Profes-
sionals Educational Assistance Scholarship
Program. Section 2 of H.R. 4166 contains a
similar provision which would also direct VA
to fully employ program graduates as soon
as possible following their graduation, re-
quire graduates to perform clinical rotations
in assignments or locations determined by
VA, and assign a mentor to graduates in the
same facility in which they are serving.

The Senate bill contains a similar provi-
sion but did not include the requirement to
fully employ graduates as soon as possible.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
provision from section 2 of H.R. 4166.

Loan Repayment Program for Clinical Re-
searchers from Disadvantaged Backgrounds
(section 604)

H.R. 919 (section 4) and H.R. 4166 (section 4)
contain identical provisions that would
allow VA to utilize the authorities available
in the Public Health Service Act for the re-
payment of the principal and interest of edu-
cational loans of health professionals from
disadvantaged backgrounds in order to em-
ploy such professionals in the Veterans
Health Administration to conduct clinical
research.

The Senate bill contains the same provi-
sion (section 603).
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The Compromise Agreement contains this
provision.

TITLE VII—HOMELESS VETERANS MATTERS
Per Diem Grant Payments (section 701)

H.R. 3796 contains a provision that would
authorize VA to make per diem payments to
organizations assisting homeless veterans in
an amount equal to the greater of the daily
cost of care or $60 per bed, per day. The pro-
vision would also require VA to ensure that
25 percent of the funds available for per diem
payments are distributed to organizations
that meet some but not all of the criteria for
the receipt of per diem payments. These
would include (in order of priority) organiza-
tions that meet each of the transitional and
supportive services criteria and serve a popu-
lation that is less than 75 percent veterans;
organizations that meet at least one but not
all of the transitional and supportive serv-
ices criteria, but have a population that is at
least 75 percent veterans; or organizations
that meet at least one but not all of the
transitional and supportive services criteria
and serve a population that is less than 75
percent veterans.

The Senate bill contains no comparable
provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
House provision, but does not require the
minimum amount of $60 per bed, per day for
the Grant and Per Diem program. In addi-
tion, VA would be authorized but not re-
quired to award the per diem grants to non-
profit organizations meeting some but not
all of the criteria for the receipt of such pay-
ments.

TITLE VIII—NONPROFIT RESEARCH AND
EDUCATION CORPORATIONS
General Authorities on Establishment of Cor-
porations (section 801)

H.R. 2770 contains a provision (section 2)
that would authorize Nonprofit Research and
Education Corporations (NPCs) to merge,
thereby creating multi-medical center re-
search corporations.

The Senate bill contains the same provi-
sion (section 801).

The Compromise Agreement contains this
provision.

Clarification of Purposes of Corporations (sec-
tion 802)

H.R. 2770 contains a provision (section 3)
that would clarify the purpose of NPCs to in-
clude specific reference to their role as fund-
ing mechanisms for approved research and
education, in addition to their role in facili-
tating research and education.

The Senate bill contains the same provi-
sion (section 802).

The Compromise Agreement contains this
provision.

Modification of Requirements for Boards of Di-
rectors of Corporations (section 803)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 803) that would require that a minimum
of two members of the Board of Directors of
an NPC be other-than-federal employees. Ad-
ditionally, the provision would allow for the
appointment of individuals with expertise in
legal, financial, or business matters. The
provision also would conform the law relat-
ing to NPCs to other federal conflict of inter-
est regulations by removing the requirement
that members of the NPC boards have no fi-
nancial relationship with any entity that is
a source of funding for research or education
by VA.

H.R. 2770 contains a comparable provision
(section 4), but provides that the executive
director of the corporation may be a VA em-
ployee.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
House provision, with a modification which
removes the provision allowing VA employ-
ees to serve as executive directors.
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Clarification of Powers of Corporations (section
804)

H.R. 2770 contains a provision (section 5)
that would clarify the NPCs’ authority to ac-
cept, administer, and transfer funds for var-
ious purposes. NPCs would be allowed to
enter into contracts and set fees for the edu-
cation and training facilitated through the
corporation.

The Senate bill contains the same provi-
sion (section 804).

The Compromise Agreement contains this
provision.

Redesignation of Section 7364A of Title 38,
United States Code (section 805)

H.R. 2770 contains a provision (section 6)
that would provide clerical amendments as-
sociated with implementing this legislation
concerning Nonprofit Research and Edu-
cation Corporations.

The Senate bill contains the same provi-
sion (section 805).

The Compromise Agreement contains this
provision.

Improved Accountability and Owversight of Cor-
porations (section 806)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 806) that would strengthen VA’s over-
sight of NPCs by requiring those NPCs with
revenues of over $10,000 to obtain an inde-
pendent audit once every three years, or
with revenues of over $300,000 to obtain such
an audit each year, and to submit certain In-
ternal Revenue Service forms.

H.R. 2770 contains a comparable provision
(section T), but would instead raise to
$100,000 the threshold for requiring three-
year audits and to $500,000 the revenue
threshold that would require yearly audits.
The provision also would revise conflict of
interest policies to apply to the policies
adopted by the corporation.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
House provision.

TITLE IX—CONSTRUCTION AND NAMING MATTERS

Authorization of Medical Facility Projects (sec-
tion 901)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 901) that would authorize funds for the
following major medical facility projects in
FY 2010: Livermore, California; Walla Walla,
Washington; Louisville, Kentucky; Dallas,
Texas; St. Louis, Missouri; Denver, Colorado
and Bay Pines, Florida.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision, but strikes the authoriza-
tion for the construction project in Walla
Walla, Washington, since authorization for
this construction project was provided in
Public Law 111-98, enacted on November 11,
2009.

Designation of Merril Lundman Department of
Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic, Havre,
Montana (section 902)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 903) that would name VA outpatient
clinic in Havre, Montana, as the ‘‘Merril
Lundman Department of Veterans Affairs
Outpatient Clinic.”

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Designation of William C. Tallent Department
of Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic,
Knozxville, Tennessee (section 903)

In the House, H.R. 402 contains a provision
that would name the VA outpatient clinic in
Knoxville, Tennessee as the ‘“William C.
Tallent Department of Veterans Affairs Out-
patient Clinic.”

The Senate bill contains no comparable
provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
House provision.
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Designation of Max J. Beilke Department of
Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic, Alexan-
dria, Minnesota (section 904)

In the House, H.R. 3157 contains a provi-
sion that would name the VA outpatient
clinic in Alexandria, Minnesota as the ‘‘Max
J. Beilke Department of Veterans Affairs
Outpatient Clinic.”

The Senate bill contains no comparable
provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
House provision.

TITLE X—OTHER MATTERS

Expansion of Authority for Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Police Officers (section 1001)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 1001) that would provide additional au-
thorities to VA uniformed police officers, in-
cluding the authority to carry a VA-issued
weapon in an official capacity when off VA
property and in official travel status, the au-
thority to conduct investigations on and off
VA property of offenses that may have been
committed on VA property, expanded au-
thority to enforce local and State traffic reg-
ulations when such authority has been
granted by local or State law, and to make
arrests based upon an arrest warrant issued
by any competent judicial authority.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Uniform Allowance for Department of Veterans
Affairs Police Officers (section 1002)

The Senate bill contains a provision (sec-
tion 1002) that would modify VA’s authority
to pay an allowance to VA police officers for
purchasing uniforms. The provision would
provide a uniform allowance in an amount
which is the lesser of the amount prescribed
by the Office of Personnel Management or
the actual or estimated cost as determined
by periodic surveys conducted by VA.

There was no comparable House provision.

The Compromise Agreement contains the
Senate provision.

Submission of Reports to Congress by Secretary
of Veterans Affairs in Electronic Form (sec-
tion 1003)

Under current law, there is no requirement
for VA to submit Congressionally mandated
reports in an electronic form.

Neither the House nor Senate bills con-
tained a provision to change this procedure.

The Compromise Agreement contains a
provision which would create a new section
118 in title 38, United States Code, which
would require VA to submit reports to Con-
gress, or any Committee thereof, in elec-
tronic format. Reports would be defined to
include any certification, notification, or
other communication in writing.
Determination of Budgetary Effects for Pur-

poses of Compliance with Statutory Pay-As-
You-Go-Act of 2010 (section 1004)

Neither the Senate nor House bills contain
a provision relating to compliance with the
Statutory Pay-As-You-Go-Act of 2010, Title I
of P.L. 111-139, 124 Stat. 8.

The Compromise Agreement contains a
procedural provision to require the deter-
mination of the budgetary effects of provi-
sions contained in the Compromise Agree-
ment to be based upon the statement entered
into the Congressional Record by the Chair-
man of the Committee on the Budget of the
House of Representatives.

Mr. BUYER. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

I rise in support of S. 1963, as amend-
ed, the Caregivers and Veterans Omni-
bus Health Services Act of 2010.

This bill represents a bipartisan ef-
fort on behalf of the House and Senate,
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and I express my thanks to Chairman
FILNER, Chairman AKAKA, and Ranking
Member BURR for their leadership. I'd
also like to thank Chairman MICHAUD
and Ranking Member BROWN of the
Subcommittee on Health for their ef-
forts in bringing this legislation for-
ward.

Reflecting the spirit of compromise
and cooperation, S. 1963 is composed of
a number of bills from both sides of the
aisle. It would provide increased access
to care, better outreach and support
for wounded veterans, rural veterans,
and homeless veterans, and also in-
cludes enhancements and provisions of
mental health care and readjustment
counseling for recent veterans of Iraq
and Afghanistan.

I would like to thank my good friend
and colleague from Kansas, JERRY
MORAN, for his bill, H.R. 3103, that was
included to help VA move forward with
a pilot program to enhance contract
care authority for highly rural vet-
erans. This pilot, which was enacted in
the last Congress, was Mr. MORAN’S ini-
tiative.

I’'d also like to thank my friend JOHN
DUNCAN from Tennessee for introducing
his bill, H.R. 402, which is included in
this legislation. H.R. 402 would name
the Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic
in Knoxville, Tennessee, the William C.
Tallent Veterans Outpatient Clinic.
This gentleman honorably served in
World War II and maintained a lifelong
service to veterans.

S. 1963 would also establish a new,
all-encompassing system of support for
family caregivers. As we all know,
some veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan
have been severely wounded and will
require a great deal of care for the rest
of their lives. In previous wars, these
veterans would probably not have sur-
vived their wounds, but significant im-
provements in battlefield medicine, the
medicine logistics chain and the fol-
low-up treatment have improved the
survival rates for the most severely
wounded combatants.

Family caregivers are more often
than not at the core of what sustains
the treatment and recovery of a se-
verely wounded or injured soldier.
Their commitment is strong and heart-
felt; yet, it can be enormously chal-
lenging in a long recovery. There are
many struggles that families face when
assuming this role, including job ab-
sences, lost income, travel and reloca-
tion costs, child care concerns, exhaus-
tion, and emotional and psychological
stress. Many, understandably, become
overwhelmed and eventually experi-
ence burnout. So there is a real prob-
lem, and the question is how to best
address it.

I am concerned, however, about a
provision in this bill that would estab-
lish an unprecedented stipend for cer-
tain family caregivers. I would have
preferred to build upon and expand an
existing successful Department of Vet-
erans Affairs VA program Kknown as
Aid and Attendance. The Aid and At-
tendance program is paid directly to
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veterans so they can obtain the needed
service in their own homes. The extent
and types of services could be ex-
panded, and last summer I proposed to
do so in H.R. 3407, the Severely Injured
Veterans’ Benefits Act of 2009. It would
provide a 50 percent increase in com-
pensation for catastrophically injured
veterans who are in need of assistance
for daily personal needs, such as bath-
ing and eating. It gives the veteran the
choice of how to obtain services tai-
lored to their unique needs and cir-
cumstances.

It is unclear how the caregiver sti-
pend program in this bill will operate
and how it will work in conjunction
with the present Aid and Attendance or
whether it replaces some of the current
services.

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, we lack a
Congressional Budget Office estimate
of this compromised agreement. It ap-
pears that the Democrat majority has
not been obtaining CBO cost estimates
for discretionary bills, and we still
don’t have the official views of the ad-
ministration on the compromised legis-
lation. I am aware of their concerns. I
requested the administration to ad-
dress them in writing on March 18, 2010,
and they were due on April 7. Although
we have not yet read them, it is my un-
derstanding they are still in the con-
currence process.

Based on legislative hearing testi-
mony from last year, I believe the VA
has concerns about the caregiver sti-
pend as well as some of the other per-
sonnel provisions included in the bill.
Dr. Cross, who is the principal deputy
undersecretary for health, testified be-
fore the Senate Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee. This is in reference to the care-
giver provisions. He stated, The VA
does not support section 209. Currently
we are able to contract for caregiver
services with home health and similar
public and private agencies. The con-
tractor trains and pays them and af-
fords them liability protection and
oversees the quality of care. This re-
mains the preferable arrangement as it
does not divert VA from its primary
mission of treating veterans and train-
ing clinicians. Moreover, it does not
put VA in the position of having to tell
family members how, at risk of losing
their caregiver compensation, they
have to care for their loved ones.

Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate that
the administration’s concern regarding
the caregiver stipend provision in this
bill was not worked out because the
bill, as a whole, does many good things
for veterans. I hope this issue gets re-
solved with the administration, and I
am pleased that legislation that I had
sponsored, H.R. 1293, the Disabled Vet-
erans Home Improvement and Struc-
tural Alteration Grant Increase Act of
2009, is in this bill. This would increase
the amount VA is authorized to pay
under its home health services to make
modifications to a veteran’s home to
enable the veteran to be cared for in
their home rather than in a hospital or
institutional setting.
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We should always be reminded that
while veterans may spend only a short
time in uniform, the wounds they carry
home with them can last a lifetime and
profoundly impact their daily lives.

I reserve my time.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, the chair-
man of our Health Subcommittee, Mr.
MICHAUD, and ranking member, Mr.
BrROWN of South Carolina, were the
chief hard workers on this bill. We
thank them all.

I yield 3%
MICHAUD.

minutes to Chairman

[ 1045

Mr. MICHAUD. Thank you very
much, Mr. Speaker, and thank you, Mr.
Chairman. I also want to thank Rank-
ing Member BUYER for all his hard
work on this bill before us today, as
well as my colleague, Mr. BROWN, for
working in a Dbipartisan manner
throughout the years on veterans af-
fairs issues.

I rise today in strong support on S.
1963, the Caregivers and Veterans Om-
nibus Health Services Act. This land-
mark bill reflects a strong commit-
ment to family caregivers, who are
often underappreciated in their efforts
to care for our wounded servicemem-
bers. We must recognize that family
caregivers in Maine and throughout
our country often put their lives on
hold to care for our injured veterans,
and their duties take a heavy toll on
them financially, emotionally, and
physically.

Our brave men and women who serve
our country have come to rely on our
spouses, parents, siblings, and close
friends to be there with them. We owe
it to these devoted caregivers to offer
them the support they need.

That’s why this bill creates a robust,
supportive services program for care-
givers. This includes counseling serv-
ices and respite care to help relieve the
heavy emotional and physical stress of
caregivers.

The bill also attempts to alleviate
the financial difficulties facing eligible
caregivers by providing a monthly fi-
nancial stipend, as well as access to
health care through the CHAMPVA
program. The bill also recognizes the
importance of caregivers being by vet-
erans’ sides during every step of their
medical treatment. The bill authorizes
the VA to pay lodging and other costs
incurred by caregivers for accom-
panying veterans during medical ap-
pointments.

In addition to addressing the needs of
caregivers, this bill helps the VA de-
liver high quality health care for our
rural veterans. The bill improves the
VA ability to recruit and retain quali-
fied medical personnel. It addresses the
barriers of long trips to medical ap-
pointments by providing reimburse-
ment for air travel.

The bill also creates a more robust
health care infrastructure in our rural
areas. It does this by supporting col-
laboration with other Federal pro-
viders and fostering the VA’s ability to
contract with community providers.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

I urge my colleagues to support this
critical bill that supports caregivers
and expands health care for our rural
veterans.

Mr. BUYER. I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, before I
yield to our Speaker, I just want to say
with gratitude, on the part of our Na-
tion’s veterans, in her 3% years as
Speaker and her years before that as
minority leader, Ms. PELOSI focused
like a laser on the needs of our vet-
erans. We would not be here with this
landmark bill were it not for our
Speaker.

I yield 1 minute to the Speaker of the
House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. PELOSI).

Ms. PELOSI. I thank the gentleman
for yielding, I thank him for his leader-
ship, and I am very pleased today that
we have bipartisan support for this im-
portant legislation to benefit our vet-
erans.

I, too, join my colleagues in rising to
honor the sacrifice and service of the
bravest among us, the men and women
of our Armed Forces. In the name of
our safety, they lay their lives on the
line. In the name of our security, they
fight our enemies far from home. In the
name of our values, they serve as our
Nation’s greatest ambassadors, as
champions of America’s families.

Each and every day our soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen and marines earn the re-
spect of a grateful Nation. And as long
as those in uniform continue the battle
abroad, we must do everything in our
power to support them here at home.

I would like to thank all Members of
Congress on both sides of the aisle who
worked so hard to strengthen this bill
and bring it to the floor today. Again,
I want to commend BOB FILNER, the
chairman of the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, Chairman MIKE MICHAUD
of the Health Subcommittee of the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, and
Chairwoman STEPHANIE HERSETH
SANDLIN of the Economic Opportunity
Subcommittee of the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

I also want to recognize the hard
work and commitment to those who
have worn our Nation’s uniform by
three key freshmen Members of Con-
gress, Congressman ToM PERRIELLO,
Congresswoman DEBBIE HALVORSON,
and Congressman HARRY TEAGUE.

In both Houses, this has been a bipar-
tisan effort, and I commend Ranking
Member BUYER for his leadership. I
know that everything is not in this
bill. There is an endless list of every-
thing we want to do for our veterans,
but we are very proud of Senator BURR
and the role that he has played in the
Senate and all of the Members here.
Thank you, Mr. BUYER.

The Caregivers and Veterans Omni-
bus Health Services Act is a landmark
moment in the ongoing effort to give
back to our veterans and their fami-
lies. It’s a tribute to their service. In
the words of the Paralyzed Veterans of
America, it will ‘“‘provide valuable ben-
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efit for veterans and their families,
benefits they need, have earned and so
richly deserve.”’

This legislation will support family
members and others who care for the
disabled, ill or injured veterans. This is
very important to families, military
families. Our wounded soldiers and
their families have made a serious sac-
rifice for our country, and this bill will
bring them some relief. It will expand
mental health services and health care
access for veterans in rural areas and
prohibit copays for our most severely
wounded warriors.

Thank you, Chairwoman HERSETH
SANDLIN, as this bill marks a step for-
ward for the 1.8 million women in uni-
form, removing existing barriers to fe-
male veterans seeking medical care. In
a sweeping change long overdue and
with strong bipartisan support, we will
provide care for newborns in the first
time in history. Thank you, Congress-
man HENRY BROWN, for your leadership
as well, my friend.

Today’s vote is one in a series of ac-
tions taken by this Congress to give
back to America’s veterans. Our signa-
ture achievement remains our new GI
Bill, providing those who serve with a
full, 4-year college education. This is
also transferable to a family member,
and also a new improvement that we
made was if a serviceman or woman
dies in combat, that this opportunity is
provided for their children or another
family member.

Late last year, again in a bipartisan
way, we celebrated the passage of the
Veterans Health Care Budget Reform
and Transparency Act, ensuring that
the VA has timely and predictable
funding and our veterans receive the
high quality care they have earned.
Working to make sure that our eco-
nomic recovery truly benefits all
Americans, the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act offered a tax credit
for hiring veterans and a $250 payment
to disabled veterans.

Just this past month we passed the
TRICARE Affirmation Act, stating ex-
plicitly that our health care reform
legislation will not impact the excel-
lent health coverage our veterans and
servicemembers already receive. In the
last 3 years, we have given our troops a
pay raise, helped restore military read-
iness and bolstered support for our
military families. Today we strengthen
the benefits our men and women in
uniform receive.

Mr. Speaker, in the course of our
meetings with the veterans service or-
ganizations and with the families of
our men and women in uniform and our
veterans, we hear directly from them
what their needs are and try to estab-
lish their priorities and to make it a
priority in allocating the resources of
our country. In the course of those con-
versations, we have heard from the
families that in the survey they took
of their own membership of Blue Star
Families, that 94 percent of them
thought that most Americans did not
have a clear understanding of their
needs.
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We promised them that in all we do
here we will remove doubt in anyone’s
mind among our military families that
we understand their needs, especially if
they present them in a prioritized way
and will make them our priority in the
Congress. In every action we strive to
live up to that commitment.

Just as the military on the battle-
field has said, on the battlefield we will
leave no soldier behind. So too when
they come home, we will leave no vet-
eran behind.

As the leaders of the American Le-
gion have stated, this legislation offers
bold solutions to major challenges fac-
ing servicemembers, veterans and their
families on behalf of every American
who wears the uniform.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes”
on this bill.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I would like to thank the Speaker for
her kind remarks and her support of
the bill. Also, I ask for your support,
we have a problem we have to get
worked out, and that deals with the
widows, orphans, and the Spina Bifida
Program was left out of the health care
bill that we recently passed to ensure
that it’s defined as minimum essential
benefit.

Madam Speaker, I hope for your sup-
port for this. The issue has been ad-
dressed in the Senate. The Senate
passed it, the bill is at the desk, but it
has to originate in the House, so I ask
for your support on this.

Ms. PELOSI. Thank you, Mr. BUYER.
The chairman has this legislation, as
you may be aware, and it is going to
Ways and Means and we will be taking
it up soon, but we will look forward to
working with you and will bring it to-
gether in a bipartisan way in the spirit
that we owe our veterans. They are all
Americans and so are we.

Mr. BUYER. Thank you, I appreciate
that.

Ms. PELOSI. Thank you, Mr. BUYER,
and thank you, Mr. BROWN, for your
leadership as well.

Mr. BUYER. I now yield 3 minutes to
the gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. BROWN).

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. I
thank the gentleman from Indiana for
yielding me this time.

I rise today to express my strong sup-
port for S. 1963, the Caregivers and Vet-
erans Omnibus Health Services Act of
2009. Chairman FILNER and Chairman
MICHAUD, along with Ranking Member
BUYER and I have brought this legisla-
tion forward in order to continue the
great progress made by the VA toward
providing the kind of health care vet-
erans deserve, and I am proud to sup-
port it today.

I think it’s pretty evident, as the
Speaker alluded to earlier, that in the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, which
I have had the privilege to serve now 10
years, we always leave our bipartisan-
ship at the door when we enter that
committee, and I am grateful that Mr.
FILNER also continued in that same
spirit when he became the chairman.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

At a time when our soldiers are over-
seas keeping us safe here at home, the
VA is faced with a number of unique
challenges. It must respond to the sig-
nature wounds of the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, to soldiers returning
home who live far from VA facilities,
to the ever-increasing number of
women veterans, and to the families of
veterans who cannot care for them-
selves, but it must also remain respon-
sive to those whom it already serves. I
believe this bill would accomplish this.

When soldiers return home from war,
unable to care for themselves, their
families often face difficult burdens. To
help them help the veterans, this bill
would establish a comprehensive as-
sistance program for caregivers, mak-
ing caregivers eligible to receive edu-
cation and training and technical sup-
port, counseling, lodging and subsist-
ence.

To serve the rural veterans, who may
live a long distance from VA facilities,
this bill would make the VA more
flexible while increasing reach-out ef-
forts. The VA would be allowed to part-
ner with Medicare, Medicaid, the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices and the Indian Health Service in
demonstration projects that could ex-
pand care.

Finally, two of the most common
wounds of war in Iraq and Afghanistan
have been post-traumatic stress dis-
order and traumatic brain injury. By
expanding eligibility for readjustment
counseling at Vet Centers to any mem-
bers of the Armed Forces who have
served in OIF/OEF and establishing the
Committee on Care for Veterans with
TBI, the VA will become more respon-
sive to those who are transitioning
back to civilian life.

In closing, I want to thank Chairman
FILNER and Ranking Member BUYER of
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee, and
Chairman MICHAUD of the Health Sub-
committee, for their leadership in
bringing this bill forward.

I urge my colleagues to stand up for
America’s true heroes and help con-
tinue to make the VA world class care
even better.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN of
South Dakota, the chair of our Eco-
nomic Opportunity Subcommittee and
the prime mover behind the section of
this bill dealing with our women vet-
erans.

Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. I thank
the gentleman from California for
yielding.

I rise today in strong support of S.
1963, the Caregivers and Veterans Om-
nibus Health Services Act of 2010. I
want to thank our full committee
chairman, Mr. FILNER; our ranking
member, Mr. BUYER; and Health Sub-
committee Chairman MICHAUD and
Ranking Member BROWN for their lead-
ership, for their strong support of this
legislation, which contains many im-
portant provisions related to caregiver
support and rural health care for vet-
erans. It also includes legislation I in-
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troduced, the Women Veterans Health
Care Improvement Act.

This act will provide significant en-
hancements to the health care avail-
able for women veterans. Today women
make up approximately 8 percent of
veterans in the United States, and that
percentage will continue to rise as
more and more women answer the call
to serve their country. With an in-
creasing number of women seeking ac-
cess to care within the VA, the chal-
lenge of providing adequate health care
services for women veterans is one the
VA must master, and I am confident
that it can.
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This legislation addresses this chal-
lenge by taking several important
steps to ensure adequate attention is
given to women veterans and their
health care programs so that women
can access the quality primary health
care and the specialized services they
deserve and have earned.

Among its provisions, this bill im-
proves the VA’s sexual trauma and
post-traumatic stress disorder pro-
grams for women by requiring the Sec-
retary of the VA to ensure that all
mental health professionals have been
properly and consistently trained in
the best methods and practices so
women veterans feel secure in seeking
treatment.

Childcare is another crucial issue for
women veterans—and for male vet-
erans as well—and the bill before us
today tackles current barriers to care
by authorizing a childcare pilot pro-
gram and requiring the VA to carry out
this program in at least three veteran
service networks. We anticipate that
this is going to help veterans keep
their appointments.

The legislation also requires the VA
to provide 7 days of medical care for
newborn children of women veterans,
representing an important policy up-
date in the VA. Currently, the VA has
no provision to provide care for these
infants, yet 86 percent of Operation En-
during Freedom and Operation Iraqi
Freedom women veterans are under the
age of 40.

Accordingly, I urge all of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
support this important legislation.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, at this
time, I yield 2 minutes to Ms. GINNY
BROWN-WAITE of Florida.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. I thank the gentleman.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 1963, the Caregivers and Veterans
Omnibus Health Services Act of 2009.

As Members of Congress, we do have
a responsibility to provide the best
support we can to our Nation’s vet-
erans. With provisions for caregiver
support, rural health improvement and
mental health benefits, there are many
reasons why I support this legislation.
I could speak at length about these im-
portant and necessary benefits. How-
ever, in the interest of time, I would
like to highlight just one: health care
for women veterans.
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While more and more women are
joining the military, the VA’s health
care services for women veterans have
not kept pace. Although approximately
14 percent of our troops are female, as
a female veteran recently said in an
interview with Good Housekeeping
magazine, it is as if women are ‘‘Mar-
tians, abnormalities descending on the
VA health system.” In fact, of the
country’s 1563 VA medical centers, only
about half even have a gynecologist on
staff. This is despite the fact that be-
tween 23 and 29 percent of all female
veterans seeking medical care through
the VA have reported experiencing sex-
ual assault. Is it any surprise, then,
that the number of female veterans
being treated for post-traumatic stress
disorder rose from 1 to 19 percent in
only 4 years?

For this reason, my colleague, Rep-
resentative HERSETH SANDLIN, and I in-
troduced H.R. 1211, the Women Vet-
erans Health Care Improvement Act.
Although the Senate has not acted on
our legislation, I am happy to see some
of the key provisions, like studying the
barriers preventing women veterans
from receiving VA health care and de-
veloping a plan to improve that care
for women veterans both immediately
and in the long term, that actually
made it into this bill.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, the fresh-
man members of our committee have
added a new level of commitment and
enthusiasm and have played a major
part in this bill. I would like to yield
1% minutes to one of those great fresh-
men, Mrs. HALVORSON of Illinois.

Mrs. HALVORSON. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today for those veterans who can’t.
I rise today for the catastrophically in-
jured veterans who have to battle their
injuries and their rising health care
costs. I rise today for those caregivers
who dedicate their lives to supporting
our wounded warriors and our military
families. I rise today to support S. 1963
and the two provisions in the bill that
I was proud to author.

The first provision, H.R. 1335, would
relieve the burden of costly copay-
ments from catastrophically disabled
veterans who receive medical or nurs-
ing home care from the VA. This was
the first piece of legislation that I in-
troduced when I came to Congress be-
cause I knew that there are men and
women who have served honorably that
need our help. These are brave men and
women who have sacrificed so much so
that we can enjoy the freedoms that we
have every day. These are men and
women who struggle through their rou-
tines in life that we take for granted,
and they should not have to struggle to
make their copays.

Passing this measure into law would
be a great way to show our support for
our wounded warriors and to show that
we are truly dedicated to making their
lives better.

However, it is not just our injured
veterans who need our help. Every day
in districts across the country care-
givers provide essential services to our
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veterans. When my stepson, Jay, was
injured in Afghanistan and
recuperating at Walter Reed, I spoke to
so many of these families who just
began their second battle, the battle to
rehabilitate. That is why I worked to
include in this bill H.R. 2898, the
Wounded Warrior Caregiver Assistance
Act, to provide support services to
those taking care of our wounded war-
riors. Just as it is our duty to care for
a disabled soldier, passing this provi-
sion would help care for those who
work tirelessly every day to look after
our injured veterans.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
honoring those who have sacrificed for
us by supporting this legislation.

Mr. BUYER. Mr. Speaker, I continue
to reserve and defer to the chairman.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 172
minutes to another one of our great
freshmen, Mr. PERRIELLO from Vir-
ginia.

Mr. PERRIELLO. Mr. Speaker, today
is a good day for America’s veterans
and their families. I rise in support of
S. 1963, the Caregivers and Veterans
Omnibus Health Services Act of 2009,
landmark legislation that makes good
on our national commitment to our
veterans and their families, including
those in our rural communities. I also
want to thank the chairs and the rank-
ing members for putting our veterans
ahead of our partisan divides.

Taking care of our veterans includes
taking care of those who care for them
when they are unable to care for them-
selves. Today, more than ever, revolu-
tionary advances in military medicine
have significantly increased service-
members’ chances of surviving a cata-
strophic injury sustained in combat,
but in many cases surviving a cata-
strophic injury is only the first step in
the battle. Recovering from such inju-
ries requires a long-term commitment
not only from the veteran, but also
from those who love and care for them.

Once an injured veteran returns
home from treatment at a DOD or VA
facility, it is often a spouse, mother,
father, or other loving family member
who steps up to the challenge of pro-
viding ongoing care. And while this
care is provided out of a sense of love,
compassion, and devotion, it often-
times shifts into a full-time commit-
ment requiring the caregiver to make
significant personal decisions regard-
ing professional goals, commitments,
and obligations.

To help better support family care-
givers, I introduced H.R. 2734, the
Health Care for Family Caregivers Act
of 2009, a bill that will help provide
much-needed assistance to those fam-
ily caregivers facing the difficult deci-
sions related to caring for a veteran
confronting a catastrophic injury. I am
pleased that this bill has included this,
and I encourage its support.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, Mr.
TEAGUE from New Mexico authored an
important provision in the bill, and I
would yield to him 1% minutes to ex-
plain that provision.
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Mr. TEAGUE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of S. 1963, which in-
cludes H.R. 2738, my bill to reimburse
caregivers of disabled veterans for
travel expenses to medical appoint-
ments. For those Members of Congress
that represent vast rural districts with
large veteran populations like mine,
we know that this assistance has been
needed for far too long.

Mr. Speaker, veterans throughout
my district often volunteer their time
to drive fellow veterans to medical ap-
pointments even though the drive can
last over 3 or 4 hours. That means that
veterans in Silver City must leave
their homes at three in the morning to
make a trip to the only VA hospital in
our State. It means that many of my
constituents must dedicate entire days
to travel from their homes in Jal or
Deming or Santa Rosa to a medical
visit that may only take a few min-
utes.

This also means that the family of
Airman Michael Malarsie, an airman
from Bosque Farms who was blinded by
an IED, would have to take time off
work to travel to a VA medical center;
and as the law currently stands, they
must pay for that trip out of pocket
whether they can afford it or not.

Mr. Speaker, that is just plain wrong.
But we can right that wrong today by
passing this bill and providing our
wounded warriors and families with the
help that they have earned and need. It
is the very least that we can do to
repay the debt that we as a Nation owe
to our veterans and their courageous
families.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, another
valued member of our committee, Mr.
CIRO RODRIGUEZ of Texas, authored an
important provision in this bill, and I
would recognize him for 1%2 minutes.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, our
veterans deserve more. The proper care
of our veterans is our most fervent
duty to uphold. This bill permits us to
advance this support even more with
needed programs that will not only
cover our veterans, but will also extend
caregiver support to their families.

This bill makes marked improve-
ments in rural health programs such as
the partnering with the Department of
Health and Human Services to expand
care in rural areas. It also gives the
Department of Veterans Affairs the
flexibility it needs to contract mental
health services in rural areas where
there are no adequate VA facilities.

This bill also addresses the need for
coordination between the Departments
and the key stakeholders in the study
to find solutions to the alarming sui-
cide rates among our veterans and ac-
tive duty forces and gives more re-
sources to the Department of Veterans
Affairs to address key areas such as
veteran homelessness and women’s
health, and strengthens their quality
assurance and other programs.

Additionally, this bill reestablishes
the previous highly successful Health
Professionals Education Assistance
Scholarship Program in the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. Earlier this
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year, I introduced H.R. 4166, a bill to
bring back this successful program. I
am glad that this bill includes my leg-
islation.

We also need to recognize our sol-
diers and thank them for their service.
We owe it to each and every one of our
wounded warriors and all veterans to
ensure their care and medical needs are
properly taken care of. Their selfless
sacrifices for our Nation’s freedom and
the sacrifices endured by their families
warrant the passage of this bill.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, how much
time does each side have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Four
minutes.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, one of the
great provisions of this bill is an incen-
tive program to get doctors in certain
specialties into the VA. The author of
that scholarship program is Ms. JACK-
SON LEE of Texas, and I would recog-
nize her for 1 minute.

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Chairman, I am particularly grateful
for your leadership and that of the
ranking member. Thank you for guid-
ing me on this legislation.

I rise to support S. 1963, the Care-
givers and Veterans Omnibus Health
Services Act, for the work it is doing
on caregivers and dealing with suicide
and unfortunate tragedies that occur
among our military.

This morning I was with the United
States Air Force and their Air Force
Cares program. I am pleased that this
legislation included H.R. 228, the Blind
Veterans of America, an organization
chartered by Congress in 1958, which
has been for nearly 50 years the only
veterans service organization exclu-
sively dedicated to serving America’s
blind and visually impaired veterans.

There are approximately 160,000 le-
gally blind veterans in the United
States, but only approximately 35,000
are currently enrolled in the Veterans
Health Administration services. It is
estimated that there are 1 million low-
vision veterans in the United States,
and incidences of blindness among the
approximate total veteran population
of 26 million are expected to increase
by about 40 percent over the next few
years. This is because the most preva-
lent cause of blindness and low vision
are age-related. This bill provides
scholarships for training individuals,
and I ask my colleagues to support it.
And thank you for including H.R. 228.

| rise in support of S. 1963—to provide
needed support to caregivers of our nation’s
veterans, to improve the full spectrum of
healthcare and access provided to those we
honor and recognize as our country’s present
and past warriors and defenders.

There are few if any higher obligations of
the Congress, the President, and the Amer-
ican people than keeping faith with the men
and women who have worn the uniform in
service to our country.

| applaud the work of the all those who have
worked on this bill and who are charged with
legislative, oversight and investigative jurisdic-
tion over education of veterans, employment
and training of veterans, vocational rehabilita-
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tion, veterans’ housing programs, and read-
justment of servicemembers to civilian life.

S. 1963 addresses many of the important
needs of our veterans relating to services for
women’s health care, rural health care, home-
lessness, employment, health, and education.

WOMEN VETERANS HEALTH CARE

The bill will expand and improve VA health
care services for the 1.8 million women who
have bravely served their country. It requires
the VA to:

Conduct a study of barriers to women vet-
erans seeking health care,

Educate and train mental health profes-
sionals caring for veterans with sexual trauma;

Implement a reintegration and readjustment
pilot program;

Establish a child care pilot program for
women receiving regular and intensive mental
health care and intensive health care services,
or who are in need of such services but do not
seek care due to the lack of child care serv-
ices;

Provide up to 7 days of post-delivery health
care to a newborn child of a women veteran.
RURAL HEALTH IMPROVEMENTS

Improves health care for veterans living in
rural areas, including by expanding transpor-
tation for veterans to local VA hospitals and
clinics through VA grants to local Veterans
Service Organizations.

MENTAL HEALTH CARE

Provides access to counseling and other
mental health centers to any member of the
Armed Forces (including members of the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves, who served during
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation En-
during Freedom but who are no longer on ac-
tive duty) and Requires the VA to conduct a
veterans’ suicide study.

OTHER HEALTH CARE ISSUES

Prohibits the VA from collecting copayments
from veterans who are catastrophically dis-
abled.

Creates a pilot program, which would pro-
vide specified dental services to veterans, sur-
vivors, and dependents of veterans through a
dental insurer.

Requires the VA to provide hospital care,
medical services, and nursing home care for
certain Vietnam-era veterans exposed to her-
bicide and Gulf War era veterans who have in-
sufficient medical evidence to establish a serv-
ice-connected disability.

Provides higher priority status for certain
veterans who are Medal of Honor recipients.

HOMELESS VETERANS

Expands the organizations offering transi-
tional housing and other support for homeless
veterans that can receive grants or per diems
from the VA, which is particularly important to
veterans in rural areas.

| am extremely pleased to help answer the
needs of America’s veterans and am pleased
that H.R. 228, a bill | introduced to establish
a scholarship program for students learning to
care for veterans with visual impairments is in-
cluded in Title Ill, Section 302 of S. 1963. As
we work to strengthen our efforts nationally to
provide better care for veterans we can not af-
ford to leave any issue unexamined or
unaddressed. We must especially ensure that
veterans have the access to the quality
healthcare that they deserve.

The Blind Veterans of America, an organiza-
tion chartered by Congress in 1958, and which
has been for nearly 50 the only veterans serv-
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ice organization exclusively dedicated to serv-
ing America’s blind and visually impaired vet-
erans.

Mr. Speaker, there are approximately
160,000 legally blind veterans in the United
States, but approximately only 35,000 are cur-
rently enrolled in Veterans Health Administra-
tion services.

In addition, it is estimated that there are
over 1 million low-vision veterans in the United
States, and incidences of blindness among the
approximate total veteran population of 26 mil-
lion are expected to increase by about 40%
over the next few years. This is because the
most prevalent causes of legal blindness and
low vision are age-related, and the average
age of the veteran population is increasing;
the current average age is about 80 years old.

Members of the Armed Forces are important
to our nation and we show them our apprecia-
tion by taking care of them even after they
have completed their service. But the fact is
that there are not enough blind rehabilitation
specialists to serve all legally blind and low-vi-
sion veterans in the United States.

Blind rehabilitation training helps give these
veterans awareness of and functioning in their
surroundings and enables them to retain their
independence and dignity. Veterans without
these services may find it difficult to be self-
sufficient, relying on others to perform certain
skills or even simple tasks on their behalf.

Mr. Speaker, Public Law 104-262, the Eligi-
bility Reform Act 1996, requires the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to maintain its capac-
ity to provide specialized rehabilitative services
to disabled veterans, but it cannot do so when
there are not enough specialists to address
these needs. That is why we must work hard-
er to provide for the needs of our men and
women who have served this Nation so val-
iantly.

We should all take a day to reflect on the
sacrifices U.S. veterans and servicemembers
have made, and are still making, for their
country. However, to truly honor and pay trib-
ute to these special Americans requires our
commitment for the other 364 days of the
year.

Veterans continue to have many unan-
swered needs, and we should continue to fight
for the rights of our most patriotic Americans.
| am a strong believer in the fact that veterans
have kept their promise to serve our nation;
they have willingly risked their lives to protect
the country we all love. We must now ensure
that we keep our promises to our veterans be-
cause the way a nation treats those who have
stood in harms way to defend it, risking life,
limb and psychological injury is extremely tell-
ing.
Members of the Armed Forces are important
to our nation, and we show them our appre-
ciation by passing this all encompassing
healthcare legislation which directly impacts
the Nation’s ability to take care of
servicemembers after they have completed
their service.

There are 25.9 million veterans in the
United States who have protected this country
in military conflicts as early as WWI. The wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan are however pro-
ducing a new wave of veterans. Of 1.4 million
who have served, more than 205,000 have
sought to obtain health care this year. In part
this is good news. Thanks to medical and
technological advances, the survival and re-
covery rate is several times higher than in pre-
vious conflicts. However there are still many
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inequities and system failures that mitigate
veterans’ getting proper and timely care.

Consequently, equipping veterans to navi-
gate civilian life, often with severe mental and
physical illnesses, has to be a national priority.
Yet the Veterans Affairs Department, which
provides millions of injured veterans with pay-
ments and care, has had issues responding to
the inundation. Additionally, the Veterans’ Dis-
ability Benefits Commission (VDBC) has re-
ported that the VA falls woefully short in pro-
viding timely and fair disability payments, as
well as adequate mental health care. The re-
port cited an average delay of nearly six
months in handing out payments. This legisla-
tion directly responds to these and many other
pertinent issues which will allow us to meet
the needs of all of our veterans, their families
and caregivers.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, this bill
adds an important position to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. The au-
thor of that legislation is Mr. HARE of
Illinois. He was on our committee; I
wish we had him back. I yield him 1
minute.

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, this Con-
gress, under the leadership of Speaker
PELOSI and Chairman FILNER, has hon-
ored our veterans by dramatically in-
creasing funding for VA health care
and making it more timely, efficient,
and predictable, hiring additional bene-
fits claims processors and improving
VA facilities. The bill before us builds
on our earlier victories to improve the
quality of health care for our Nation’s
veterans.

Mr. Speaker, I am particularly
pleased that this veterans package in-
cludes a bill I introduced with Con-
gressman JERRY MORAN to elevate the
Department of Veterans Affairs physi-
cian assistant adviser to a full-time di-
rector. My bill would give 2,000 physi-
cian assistants employed at the VA
who manage care for one-quarter of all
primary care patients a fair and long-
overdue voice within the VA.

With the director of physician assist-
ant services, we can ensure that the PA
workforce will continue to be an inte-
gral component within the VA health
system and PAs are able to provide the
best possible care to our veterans, espe-
cially those in underserved rural areas.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote for S. 1963.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tlelady from Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON), added an important provi-
sion with regard to retention and re-
cruitment of the kind of professionals
we need in the VA. I would yield to her
1 minute and thank her for her efforts.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Let me thank the chairman and
the ranking member for this bill, and I
rise in strong support of the bill, the
Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus
Health Services Act.

It is our duty to ensure that our vet-
erans who so courageously serve our
country receive the medical support
they deserve.

0O 1115

My professional career as a nurse was
spent in the veterans’ system. I visited
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at a hospital after they had four sui-
cides from the psychiatric unit, and
one of the problems they had was non-
competitiveness with nurses’ salaries,
so I have introduced a bill to attempt
to correct that. This bill has been in-
corporated, and I am pleased that it
has been. The Senate companion bill is
also included. It increases the pay limi-
tations for VA nurses from level V to
level IV of the executive schedule to
address pay disparities, and also to in-
crease special pay for nurse executives.

It is my pleasure to present this be-
cause I know firsthand what it is like
to try to recruit good nurses.

| rise in strong support of S. 1963, the Care-
givers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services
Act.

| would like to thank Chairman FILNER and
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs for their
work on this legislation.

It is our duty to ensure that our veterans,
who have so courageously served our country,
receive the medical support they deserve.

The VA system must be able to successfully
compete for the best health care providers in
the United States.

| am also pleased that provisions in my bill,
H.R. 919 and its Senate companion bill, are
included in this legislation.

This bill will increase the pay limitations for
VA nurses from Level V to Level IV of the Ex-
ecutive Schedule to address pay disparity, and
also increase Special Pay for Nurse Execu-
tives.

As a result, the VA will be able to recruit
and retain highly qualified Nurse Executives
and raise their standing to be on par with
other executive personnel.

Part-time nurses will now also be eligible for
Title 38 status and additional nurse pay.

As a non-practicing Registered Nurse, | am
pleased with these improvements for nurses
who are on the front lines of care.

Overall, this legislation will recognize and
treat our VA nurses, physicians, dentists, and
pharmacist executives as the true profes-
sionals they are.

| am pleased to support this bill and urge
my colleagues to do the same.

Mr. BUYER. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, in an exchange I just
had in a colloquy with Speaker PELOSI
with regard to her commitment to cor-
rect an error in the President’s health
package, I would like to place that
commitment in some context.

Since late July of last year, when the
debate on the President’s health care
package started, I tried on multiple oc-
casions to ensure that the care our Na-
tion’s veterans and their families re-
ceived from the Department would be
considered minimum essential cov-
erage. I did that during the markup in
the Subcommittee on Health, in the
Energy and Commerce Committee, and
in the full committee. My efforts in-
cluded trying to obtain jurisdiction for
the Veterans’ Affairs Committee on
H.R. 3200 back in August of last year.

In November, during the floor debate
on H.R. 3962, I again sought to obtain
protections for our Nation’s veterans
and their families. At that time, not
only I but Chairman FILNER received
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assurances in writing from the chair-
man of the House Ways and Means
Committee, from the chairman of the
House Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, and from the Energy and Labor
Committee that veterans and their
families would, in fact, be protected.

I think this will be helpful to us, Mr.
FILNER, as your bill proceeds.

Most recently, in March, I and Rank-
ing Member BUCK MCKEON of the House
Armed Services Committee offered an
amendment to H.R. 3590, which would
ensure that benefits offered under
TRICARE and the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs programs would be con-
sidered minimum essential coverage.
However, our amendment was not al-
lowed then under the rule, and I made
that appeal to the Rules Committee.

This amendment was then introduced
in a form of legislation, H.R. 4894,
which then was referred to the Energy
and Commerce Committee.

I raised the issue again, because in
that recently passed Senate health bill,
it did not include some of the veterans’
programs in the definition of ‘‘min-
imum essential coverage.”” Unfortu-
nately, the bill did not mention the
‘““other veterans’ programs’ under
chapter 17. It mentioned veterans’ pro-
grams but not the other veterans’ pro-
grams under chapter 17 of title 38,
which includes widows, orphans, and
dependents covered by the Civilian
Health and Medical Program of the VA,
known as CHAMPVA. It also did not
mention chapter 18, which includes the
spina bifida program for the children of
Korea and Vietnam veterans who have
spina bifida as a result of their parents’
exposure to Agent Orange.

I brought up that issue. When Chair-
man SKELTON recognized that the Sen-
ate health bill mentioned TRICARE for
Life but did not mention TRICARE, he
immediately brought a bill to the
floor, and it was considered. I tried to
amend that bill. I tried to get it with-
drawn. At that time, I received a com-
mitment from the chairman of the
House Ways and Means Committee
that he would work with us to get that
corrected. I even raised the issue dur-
ing the markup of the President’s
health bill, itself, on the floor. I know
the VFW was very concerned, along
with the American Legion.

Yet, as I raised these concerns that
this bill had a large error, I was
marginalized. I was marginalized by
some in the House who said, Oh, those
issues are not real. Even the White
House issued a press release, along
with the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
which read that it was unfounded.
Well, it is founded. It is a problem that
we have to fix. Senator AKAKA passed a
bill to protect the veterans. It passed
on unanimous consent. It is currently
at the Speaker’s desk. However, the
parliamentarian has ruled that it is a
revenue bill. Otherwise, I would imme-
diately call it forward.

So what has happened? A little magic
dust again.
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I appreciate, with regard to this
issue, that the chairman has recog-
nized that there is an error which
needs to be corrected. I am deeply ap-
preciative. So is the Speaker. She has
just exercised her commitment to cor-
rect the error in the bill.

Chairman FILNER has taken the lan-
guage of the Akaka bill and has intro-
duced his own bill. It has been referred
now to the Ways and Means Com-
mittee. I have written a letter as a fol-
low-up. From the colloquy I had with
Chairman LEVIN of the House Ways and
Means Committee, I have asked him to
expedite Mr. FILNER’s bill and to have
it brought to the floor so that we can
correct this error in the President’s
health bill and so that we may cover
the widows, the orphans, the spina
bifida program, and CHAMPVA, all of
which were excluded from the defini-
tion of “‘minimum essential coverage.”’
That will correct the error, and I think
that needs to be done. I had hoped that
Mr. FILNER’s bill would have been in-
cluded in the bill we are presently con-
sidering. That would have cleaned this
up now, but that didn’t occur.

So I've taken every opportunity to
try to correct this error, but for what-
ever reason, it just hasn’t gotten done.
It needs to be done. I think it was an
error in the drafting. No one intended
for widows, for orphans, and for the
beneficiaries of the spina bifida pro-
gram to be left out. I believe it was un-
intentional, but it is a real issue, and
we need to correct it. Hopefully, we are
going to do that.

I want to thank the chairman for his
leadership to correct that error, and I
want to thank the staff on both sides of
the aisle for all of their efforts in the
bill.

I would ask my colleagues to pass the
bill that is before us, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. FILNER. I yield myself the bal-
ance of my time, and I want to return
the debate to the bill under consider-
ation.

Mr. Speaker, this is a landmark bill.
Finally, it gives some help to the care-
givers of wounded warriors—family
members who have to, perhaps, give up
their jobs and spend almost full time
with their loved ones. There is the
issue of women veterans, which is a ris-
ing percentage in what was always a
male institution, and we have to
change the culture there in the VA. We
help our homeless veterans. We help
those who are in rural areas, and we
provide more money for mental health
care for all of our Nation’s veterans.
This is an important bill, and I urge
unanimous approval.

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the Caregivers and Veterans Omni-
bus Health Services Act. This bill will provide
a number of additional benefits to our
servicemembers and their families and | am
pleased that the Chairman and the Ranking
Member were able to get it to the floor.

| am particularly pleased that language from
two of my behavioral healthcare bills, H.R.
2698 and 2699, were included in the final
version of this landmark bill.
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My language will provide increased access
to Vet Centers for our Guardsmen and Re-
servists, ensuring they are never again turned
away for the behavioral health care they need
and deserve.

My language also authorizes the Vet Cen-
ters to provide veterans and servicemembers
with referrals for behavioral health care so
they can see their own doctor in their own
community when they need it.

These two items will help remove some of
the stigma from behavioral health issues and
specifically grant access to care for those who
need it the most.

When our men and women in uniform come
home from war, it is our responsibility to en-
sure they receive the care they need and de-
serve.

My language and this bill provide them and
their families with the care and peace of mind
they have earned and we owe to them.

| strongly urge passage of this bill.

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the house amendments to S. 1963,
the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health
Services Act.

Today we are taking action to begin to ad-
dress the needs of not only those who serve,
but their families as well.

All too often we see families and friends al-
tering their lives to care for those who served
our country and then return home wounded or
disabled.

Many caregivers have lost their jobs and
benefits, and have had to dip into their hard-
earned savings just to provide the care our
wounded warriors so desperately need.

S. 1963 will begin to ensure that disabled
veterans and their families will have the re-
sources and support, both technical and finan-
cial, needed to provide care.

We can never fully repay our veterans and
their families for their service and the personal
sacrifices they continue to make.

The passage of this bill is a start—and will
go a long way to ensure they receive the ben-
efits they need, deserve, and have coura-
geously earned.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, over the
past year, | have become increasingly con-
cerned about veterans access to benefits,
care and job training. We must encourage sol-
diers completing their active duty service to
sign up with the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs. This is a critical message we must reit-
erate to all our returning service men and
women.

As the heroes of our country, we believe our
veterans and their families deserve the very
best benefits to ensure peace of mind. With
this in mind, Congress has provided more
than 185,000 servicemembers and veterans
with $500 for every month they were forced to
serve under stop-loss orders since 2001. In
addition, we’ve created new claims processors
to make sure our veterans earn their benefits
in a timely manner. We built new transition
centers for wounded warriors, more military
child care centers, and better barracks and
military family housing. With veterans’ families
in mind, Congress has increased support for
veteran caregivers. And lastly, those disabled
veterans can rest assured that their benefits
will keep pace with the cost of living and their
needs.

Today | rise in support of S. 1963, the Care-
givers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services
Act. This landmark legislation will provide sup-
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port to family and others who care for dis-
abled, ill, or injured veterans; will enhance
health services for the 1.8 million women vet-
erans, including care for newborns for the first
time in history; to expand mental health serv-
ices for veterans and health care access for
veterans in rural areas; and to prohibit copay-
ments for veterans who are catastrophically
disabled.

To help meet the many hardships and sac-
rifices associated with lengthy recovery and
rehabilitation from severe injuries of veterans,
S. 1963 will provide support services to family
and other caregivers of veterans, including
education on how to be a better caregiver,
counseling and mental health services, and
respite care for family and other caregivers of
all veterans. It also provides health care and
a stipend for caregivers living with severely
wounded veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan.

This support is vital for the wounded vet-
erans of Iraq and Afghanistan and their fami-
lies, as about 20 percent of active duty, 15
percent of reserve and 25 percent of retired
and separated members have a family mem-
ber or friend who has been forced to leave a
job to care for the veteran full-time, according
to the Dole/Shalala report.

The bill also expands and improves VA
health care services for the women who have
bravely served their country, working to re-
move existing barriers to women veterans
seeking health care, providing up to seven
days of care of newborn children of women
veterans for the first time in history, and en-
hancing treatment for sexual trauma for
women at the VA.

| urge my colleagues to vote “yes” in favor
of this historic legislation for the sake of our
heroes and their families. Our veterans de-
serve our gratitude and support at the very
least.

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
support S. 1963 the Caregivers and Veterans
Omnibus Health Services Act of 2009.

As a veteran, | am proud to lend my support
to this landmark bill.

With its provisions for women, homeless
and rural veterans, S. 1963 addresses many
critical sectors of the veteran’s community.

Mr. Speaker, Colorado is home to over
427,000 veterans, 70,000 of which live in my
district.

These veterans and their families face many
of the same issues as their urban counterparts
but must also deal with unique issues of ac-
cessibility and availability of resources.

This historic bill contains provisions that will
be of particular importance to America’s rural
veterans.

| am encouraged that the bill specifically
looks to improve health care for veterans living
in rural areas and will provide financial assist-
ance to help transport veterans to local VA
hospitals and clinics.

S. 1963 will create a demonstration project
to examine the feasibility and advisability of al-
ternatives for expanding care for veterans in
rural areas in addition to establishing goals for
the recruitment of personnel in rural areas.

| encourage my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to support this legislation.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, let me share
my support for the House Amendment to S.
1963, the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus
Health Services Act. This is a good bill for our
nation’s veterans and those who care for
them, and | am thankful for all the hard work
that has gone in to this legislation.
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Missouri’s Fourth Congressional District,
which | have the honor to represent, is a rural
district consisting of small towns, farms, and
patriotic Americans, so | am particularly
pleased with the provisions of the bill that
focus on the needs of rural veterans. Veterans
of all of our nation’s conflicts, from World War
Il to today, call the Fourth District home, but
the advantages of living in rural Missouri often
come with long drives to the closest VA hos-
pital or clinic. This legislation takes a number
of steps to improve access to care for rural
veterans, including increasing the mileage re-
imbursement rate for traveling to a VA health
facility and partnering with veterans service or-
ganizations to provide transportation options
for veterans living in rural areas. These moves
would help address some of the concerns |
often hear from veterans.

| am also pleased with the provisions of the
legislation that impact the caregivers of our
veterans. Oftentimes, the day-to-day care of a
seriously injured or ill veteran is provided by a
spouse, a child or a parent. These individuals
give of themselves gladly, but many are forced
to take time off of work or school, or to leave
their jobs or their pursuit of higher education
altogether. And many caregivers do not have
the experience or training to provide the most
effective care for their loved one. The bill be-
fore us today expands training and education
for caregivers, provides access to them for
counseling and mental health services, and for
those caring for veterans of Operation Iraqi
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom,
provides a monthly stipend and health care
through the CHAMPVA program. These care-
givers are providing an important service for
our veterans and this legislation gives proper
consideration for their needs.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in strong support of the “Caregivers and Vet-
erans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2009.”
| want to thank Chairman BoB FILNER and my
colleagues in the U.S. House Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs for their support and for
bringing this bill before the House for consid-
eration. | also want to commend the chief co-
sponsor of this bill and Chairman of the US
Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, my
good friend from the State of Hawaii, Senator
AKAKA, for continuing to look out for the inter-
est and the needs of those that have served
in the armed forces of this great nation.

The bill before us today reaffirms our com-
mitment to provide for the needs and to share
the sacrifice borne by our veterans. Among
other things, it will: provide immediate support
for veteran caregivers; improve health care ac-
cess for women veterans; improve rural health
care delivery; and increase access to mental
health support for servicemembers and vet-
erans.

Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased that Con-
gress recognizes the needs of the families and
those that are taking care of our veterans.
Today, more servicemembers are surviving
the wounds of war than those injured in pre-
vious conflicts. For example, the ratio of
wounded per fatality averaged approximately
1.7 in the first two World Wars compared to
3.1 in the Korea and Vietnam wars. This num-
ber jumped to 7.1 during Operation Enduring
Freedom and Operation Iragi Freedom (OEF/
OIF), mainly due to improved body armor and
superior battlefield medicine techniques.

As a result of this improvement, there is a
growing need to provide continuing care to
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those injured and wounded from recent con-
flicts once they reach veterans status. Pro-
viding support and resources to caregivers
and attendants that take care of our wounded
and injured veterans is of a major concern.

The bill before us today makes it easier for
a veteran to be accompanied by a family
member when traveling to and from a treat-
ment facility. In addition to mileage, lodging
and subsistence will be provided for, espe-
cially for those veterans that want to stay
close to their families. A caregiver support pro-
gram is also created where caregivers of vet-
erans of all eras would receive supportive
services such as caregiver training and edu-
cation, counseling and mental health services,
and respite care. More significantly, our vet-
erans would receive better treatment and qual-
ity of care.

| urge my colleagues to vote in support of
this important piece of legislation.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Today, the
House will consider an important bill—the
Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health
Services Act. This legislation will provide
much-needed support for our veterans and
their families.

According to the Dole/Shalala report, 20
percent of active duty, 15 percent of reserve,
and 25 percent of retired and separated mem-
bers of the military have a family member of
friend who has been forced to leave a job to
care for the veteran full-time. This places an
incredible burden on many, many families
across our country.

Today’s bill offers an important array of sup-
port services for veterans and their caregivers
such as: training and education, counseling
and mental health services, lodging and sub-
sistence payments for the caregiver when ac-
companying the veteran on medical care vis-
its, and monthly financial stipends for care-
givers. This bill takes important steps towards
supporting those individuals who care for our
veterans.

The bill also makes important investments in
health care for women veterans. Over 1.8 mil-
lion women have served our country and for
too long many of their health care needs have
gone unaddressed. This bill builds on the pre-
vious efforts of our Congress to correct that in-
equity.

S. 1963 expands and improves Veterans
Administration health care for women by re-
quiring the VA to conduct a study of barriers
to women veterans seeking health care, edu-
cate and train mental health professionals car-
ing for female veterans with sexual trauma,
implement a reintegration and readjustment
pilot program aimed a helping women vet-
erans, establish a child care pilot program,
and provide post-delivery health care to a new
born child of a woman veteran.

| support this legislation and our Majority’s
efforts to support those men and women who
have risked their lives for our country.

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of S. 1963, the Caregivers and Veterans
Omnibus Health Services Act. This legislation
keeps the promises made to our troops,
wounded warriors, and veterans. It is simply
our duty as a Nation, when we put our men
and women in harm’s way, to care for them
when they return home.

S. 1963 will provide support to families and
those who care for disabled or injured vet-
erans. This bill helps ease the many hardships
and sacrifices that many families face during
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lengthy recovery and rehabilitation of severe
injuries of their loved one. S. 1963 will provide
support services to family members and other
caregivers of veterans, including education on
how to be a better caregiver, counseling and
mental health services. The bill also provides
health care and a stipend for caregivers living
with severely wounded veterans of the lIraq
and Afghanistan wars.

As a veteran myself, | strongly support mak-
ing sure Congress honors its commitments to
our veterans. Our support system should work
for all those who sacrifice for our country and
this bill improves health care for the women
who have bravely served their country. It also
improves mental health as an important part of
overall health for our veterans.

Finally, this bill recognizes that more and
more of our soldiers are women, and it re-
moves existing barriers to women veterans
seeking health care. Our military health care
needs to provide everyone who has served
our nation receives the services he or she
needs. In particular, the legislation enables fe-
male veterans to receive up to seven days of
care for newborn children and enhances sex-
ual trauma treatment for women at the VA.

It is time to change the way we care for vet-
erans by providing better support and training
for those that care for them. The sacrifice of
our veterans is appreciated by all Americans.
S. 1963 represents compassion for those who
served our country, and support for those who
now serve them.

Mr. Speaker, this bill takes care of those
who are keeping America safe. | urge my col-
leagues to join me in support of S. 1963, to
fulfill our continued obligations to our nation’s
military.

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, the service men
and women serving overseas have born the
brunt of the cost of the wars in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. The Caregivers and Veterans Om-
nibus Health Services Act ensures that when
they return, they will obtain the quality treat-
ment and health care they deserve.

This legislation addresses many of our vet-
erans’ most urgent needs. Record numbers of
service men and women returning home are
suffering from posttraumatic stress, and this
bill ensures that mental health services are
more accessible. The bill ensures that women
don’t get second-class health care by expand-
ing coverage for women’s health, including
care for newborns. The bill also eliminates
health care copayments for veterans who are
catastrophically disabled.

Many politicians use the slogan “support the
troops” when they mean “support this war.”
This bill actually supports our troops—by pro-
viding them the care and support services
they need when they return home. | urge my
colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of S. 1963, the “Caregivers and Vet-
erans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2009.”
As a Korean War veteran, | understand the
various challenges that veterans face when re-
turning home. This bill takes a significant step
forward in terms of improving the overall ac-
cess to quality, affordable health care for our
nation’s veterans and provides much needed
assistance to the devoted families across this
nation that provide housing, food, and full-time
care for wounded veterans.

Under S. 1963, veterans who are cata-
strophically disabled would no longer be re-
quired to pay copayments for their medical
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care. As we all know, in America, the sicker
you are, the more you must pay in out-of-
pocket costs. Passage of this bill means vet-
erans and their caretakers will be able to live
with less financial stress.

This bill also increases funding to expand
VA clinics in rural areas where VA programs
currently do not exist. Veterans living in rural
areas must often travel hundreds of miles in
order to receive care at a Veterans hospital—
a crushing burden for veterans who need fre-
quent health care services, and must pay for
expensive travel due to increasing transpor-
tation costs.

The bill will also help address the many
hardships and sacrifices associated with the
lengthy recovery and rehabilitation associated
with severe injuries. In particular, the bill im-
proves access to counseling and mental
health services. S. 1963 also provides health
care and a stipend for caregivers living with
severely wounded veterans of the wars Iraq
and Afghanistan. This stipend should help re-
duce the enormous financial pressures on
caregivers who are providing food, clothing,
transportation, and housing to their wounded
loved ones during one of the worst economic
downturns since the Great Depression.

Again, | thank the Democratic leadership for
introducing this important bill, which will go a
long way in improving the lives of scores of
veterans and their caregivers for years to
come. | encourage my colleagues to support
the bill.

Mr. FILNER. I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FILNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1963, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

CONGRATULATING REVEREND
DANIEL P. COUGHLIN ON 10TH
YEAR OF SERVICE AS HOUSE
CHAPLAIN

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1216) congratulating
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin on his
10th year of service as Chaplain of the
House of Representatives.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1216

Whereas Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin has
served honorably and faithfully as Chaplain
of the House of Representatives since being
sworn in as the 59th Chaplain on March 23,
2000;

Whereas Reverend Coughlin was born on
November 8, 1934, in Chicago, Illinois;
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Whereas Reverend Coughlin graduated
from St. Mary of the Lake University in
Mundelein, Illinois, becoming a Licentiate of
Sacred Theology in 1960, and from Loyola
University in Chicago, Illinois, with a degree
in Pastoral Studies in 1968;

Whereas Reverend Coughlin was ordained
for the Archdiocese of Chicago on May 3,
1960;

Whereas Reverend Coughlin was appointed
the first Director of the Office for Divine
Worship for the Archdiocese of Chicago;

Whereas Reverend Coughlin spent a year-
long sabbatical in residence with the Trap-
pist monks of the Abbey of Gethsemani in
Kentucky, and served the poor through the
Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta, India, in
1984;

Whereas Reverend Coughlin served as
scholar-in-residence at North American Col-
lege in Vatican City;

Whereas Reverend Coughlin was pastor at
St. Francis Xavier Parish in La Grange, Il1li-
nois, from 1985 through 1990;

Whereas Reverend Coughlin worked as
Vicar for Priests of the Archdiocese of Chi-
cago under both Joseph Cardinal Bernardin
and Francis Cardinal George from 1995
through 2000;

Whereas the Office of the Chaplain of the
House of Representatives has served the
House since May 1, 1789;

Whereas Reverend Coughlin is the first
person of Roman Catholic faith to hold the
Office of Chaplain of the House of Represent-
atives; and

Whereas Reverend Coughlin opens pro-
ceedings in the House of Representatives
with prayer, and additionally provides pas-
toral counseling and arranges memorial
services for the House and its staff: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives congratulates Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin on his 10th year of faithful service
as Chaplain of the House of Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. CAPUANO) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. DANIEL
E. LUNGREN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous matter on House
Resolution 1216.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. CAPUANO. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution recog-
nizes the Reverend Daniel Coughlin.
Where is he?

Come on, Father. Come on up if
you’re watching. We want to see you.

This resolution recognizes the service
of Rev. Daniel P. Coughlin as the Chap-
lain of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives.

Rev. Coughlin was sworn in as the
59th Chaplain of the House of Rep-
resentatives on March 23 of the year
2000. The passing of that date this year
marked a decade of providing spiritual
counseling and prayer to both Members
and staff. Rev. Coughlin follows in a
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tradition that has served this House
since May 1, 1789, when Rev. William
Linn was elected Chaplain of the
House.

I urge all Members to support this
resolution and to support Father
Coughlin.

I would like to mention that Father
Coughlin is the first Roman Catholic to
serve this House, and as not nec-
essarily the best Roman Catholic in
the world, I will tell you that I have
the deepest appreciation for what Fa-
ther Coughlin has done for this House
as our Chaplain, as a friend and also in
service to this country. I've had many
personal discussions with him, and I
will tell you, in my opinion, if more of
our religious leaders had the same de-
meanor, the same personality, the
same openheartedness, the same at-
tempt to understand the differences be-
tween us, and the same obvious will-
ingness to forgive our differences and
our difficulties, I think this world
would be a much better place.

I will tell you that I not only want to
congratulate him on his 10 years, but I
also want to personally thank him for
the many services rendered to so many
Members of this House and for his abil-
ity to stand in such an esteemed posi-
tion and to earn the respect of the
Members here.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to join oth-
ers in expressing our support for House
Resolution 1216, congratulating our
Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel Cough-
lin, on his 10th year of distinguished
service to the United States House of
Representatives. I think the only thing
Father Coughlin is going to be upset
about is that we’re going to reveal his
age here on the floor today.

Since the very first Congress, Mem-
bers of the House have benefited from
the services of chaplains and ministers.
Throughout history, they have helped
all of us, the individuals serving in the
Congress. They have helped us navigate
our responsibilities to the American
people, and they have aided us in our
quest to integrate faith and reason in
our execution of the law.

As has been mentioned, Father
Coughlin is the first Roman Catholic
House Chaplain. Following after the
Reverend James Ford, Father Coughlin
has diligently, humbly, compas-
sionately, and intelligently served this
House, its Members, our families, and
this Nation.

Born during the Great Depression,
Father Coughlin has a prestigious
record, one that demonstrates his deep
desire to heal a broken society. A grad-
uate of St. Mary of the Lake Univer-
sity in Illinois, he was ordained for the
Archdiocese of Chicago in the spring of
1960. In addition to serving as a pastor
and as a director in various offices
within the Chicago diocese, Father
Coughlin has studied world religions,
has lived with Trappist monks, has
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worked with the Missionaries of Char-
ity in Calcutta, India, and has served
as scholar-in-residence at the North
American College in Rome.

We wouldn’t ask him which of those
he enjoyed the most and whether it
was more difficult working among the
Members of Congress or living with the
Trappist monks. As a matter of fact, I
recall that no one has ever compared
us to the Trappist monks.

In March 2000, he was sworn in during
the 106th Congress as the 59th Chaplain
of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

Mr. Speaker, as you can see, Father
Coughlin has brought a wealth of expe-
rience, education, and discernment to
this House. We have all benefited from
his wisdom, from his patience, and
from his kindness. We are right to
honor the 10 years of service that Fa-
ther Coughlin has given us thus far,
and I believe that we all wish him
many more days with us as we delib-
erate in the people’s body of this soft-
governing Republic. There is no doubt
we need his help.

I thank the sponsor of the resolution,
Congressman LIPINSKI, and I thank the
chairman of our subcommittee for
bringing this resolution to the floor.

I would urge my colleagues to vote in
support of this resolution. Hopefully,
we will get a unanimous vote.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to my friend, the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK).

Mr. STUPAK. I thank the gentleman
for yielding as it is an honor for me to
join my colleagues in honoring Father
Daniel Coughlin on his 50th year in the
priesthood and 10 years as our House
Chaplain.

0 1130

Father Daniel Coughlin was honored
last weekend by the Archdiocese of
Chicago marking 50 years since his or-
dination, the last 10 years of which he
has served as Chaplain of the U.S.
House of Representatives. I am pleased
to join as a cosponsor with Mr. LIPIN-
SKI and the rest of my colleagues in the
House to recognize Father Coughlin on
this achievement.

Father Daniel Coughlin is the first
Roman Catholic House Chaplain since
the position was created in 1774. He was
ordained for the Archdiocese of Chi-
cago on May 3, 1960, and for the next 5
years served as an associate pastor for
St. Raymond Parish in Mount Pros-
pect, Illinois, before becoming an asso-
ciate pastor at Chicago’s Holy Name
Cathedral. In 1969, he was appointed as
the first director of the Archdiocese’s
Office for Divine Worship.

In 1984, Father Coughlin took a year-
long sabbatical, as my colleagues have
noted, which sent him to serve with
the Trappist monks in Kentucky, coun-
sel the poor in Calcutta, and serve as a
scholar-in-residence at North Amer-
ican College in Vatican City in Rome.

Following his sabbatical, Father
Coughlin served as pastor of St.
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Francis Xavier Parish in La Grange, I1-
linois, and became Director of the Car-
dinal Stritch Retreat House in
Mundelein, Illinois. Father Coughlin
worked as Vicar for Priests of the
Archdiocese of Chicago under both Car-
dinal Bernardin and Cardinal George, a
position he held until he became House
Chaplain.

When former Speaker Dennis Hastert
looked to Cardinal George as he
searched for the next House Chaplain,
one of the names that Cardinal George
kept mentioning was Father Coughlin.
First interviewed on March 13, 2000, Fa-
ther Coughlin was sworn in just 10 days
later.

Just as there were those who ques-
tioned whether President Kennedy, as
the Nation’s first Catholic President,
could govern without forcing his Ca-
tholicism on the Nation, there were
those who questioned whether a Catho-
lic Chaplain could appropriately serve
the House. Father Coughlin has proven
through his counsel of Members and
the staff of many different faiths and
varying degrees of spirituality that
those concerns were and are unfounded.
Many have benefited from his ecumeni-
cal approach as House Chaplain. Father
Coughlin goes beyond the requirements
of House Chaplain to make sure the
spiritual needs of all Members, regard-
less of their faith, are met.

In addition to the Members of this
Chamber, Father Coughlin has pro-
vided support to countless House Mem-
bers, their staffs, and families during
their time of need. In fact, right after
Father Coughlin was sworn in as the
House Chaplain, unfortunately, I lost
my son, and Father Coughlin, who real-
ly didn’t know me or my son that well,
certainly provided great comfort to us
in a great time of distress for us. And
a few years ago, my Chief of Staff’s
mother was battling cancer, which
took a toll on him and their family.
Father Coughlin not only kept Scott
and his mother, Pat, in his prayers but
went above and beyond that, often
writing heartfelt notes to both of
them. Neither of them Catholic, the
gesture from Father Coughlin meant a
great deal to Pat in her final days and
still means a great deal to Scott to this
day.

Father Coughlin has offered insight-
ful counsel to Members of this Cham-
ber through some of the most difficult
events in our recent history. He has
provided spiritual guidance to those
who sought it as they grappled with
some of the biggest issues facing our
country.

Therefore, I am pleased to join my
colleagues today in supporting this res-
olution to honor the contributions and
service of Father Daniel Coughlin as
House Chaplain, as a spiritual leader,
and congratulate him on his 50 years of
service to the church and to the mem-
bers who make up the church.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, now it is my pleas-
ure to yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSEN-
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BRENNER), a distinguished Episcopalian
Member of this House who is also a
heartfelt friend and admirer of Father
Coughlin.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. I thank the
gentleman for yielding, and I rise in
support of this resolution.

A lot of times people come to Mem-
bers of Congress saying, Why do you
need to have a Chaplain? And I tell
them that we need to have a Chaplain
here because of the tremendous pres-
sures that are put on Members of Con-
gress and their families, whether it’s
politically, whether it’s spiritually,
whether we have family crises and
things like that, and in order to keep
the Members of Congress grounded so
that they can better discharge their
duties, we need to have someone to
talk to and to counsel us from a spir-
itual standpoint.

Father Dan Coughlin has done that
for the last 10 years. He is the first
Roman Catholic priest who has been
named as a Chaplain to the House of
Representatives, and there was a lot of
chatter about that at the time, but I
would just remind everybody that most
of his predecessors as Chaplain were or-
dained in specific non-Roman Catholic
denominations and they had the same
job in dealing with Members of all
faiths, and sometimes even no faith at
all, and their families when times of
crises came, whether it be a personal
crisis or a political crisis. And I think
that in the last 10 years, a tribute to
Father Coughlin’s immense talents is
the fact that he is universally re-
spected in this House of Representa-
tives and beyond. And I can say person-
ally that I think I am a better person
for having known Father Coughlin and
having been counseled by him.

Father Coughlin also is respected in
his home diocese in Chicago. Last Sat-
urday my wife, Cheryl, and I accepted
his invitation to join him and others at
a mass celebrating the 50th anniver-
sary of his ordination to the priest-
hood. There were many bpriests cele-
brating with him, the church was
filled, and it was an extremely moving
demonstration of the respect that Fa-
ther Coughlin has both with his col-
leagues as priests in Chicago as well as
the laity that did show up to fill the
chapel at the Archbishop Quigley Cen-
ter. Cardinal Francis George, who is
Father Coughlin’s ecclesiastical boss,
showed up during the reception, and I
think that his presence there also is a
tribute to the fact that Father Cough-
lin had done a very, very good job in
Chicago before he was plucked by
former Speaker Hastert to become our
Chaplain of the House of Representa-
tives.

All that being said, this House is in
Father Coughlin’s debt for the work
that he has done with us as an institu-
tion, has done with us as individuals,
regardless of what our faith is, and has
done with our families in helping keep
our personal lives as well as our official
lives in a proper perspective. We are
much in debt to Father Coughlin for
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that, and I hope he is with us for many
more years, rather than days, to come.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the author of the resolu-
tion, the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
LIPINSKI).

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of this resolu-
tion congratulating and thanking the
Reverend Daniel P. Coughlin for his 10
years of service as Chaplain of the
House of Representatives.

For the past decade, Father Coughlin
has admirably fulfilled his duties as
Chaplain, blessing this Chamber with
his thoughtful, eloquent prayers, con-
ducting prayer meetings and spiritual
exercises, and, most importantly, for-
tifying Members, their families, and
congressional staff with his wise and
generous counsel.

March 23 marked the 10th anniver-
sary of Father Coughlin’s swearing in
as the 59th Chaplain of the House of
Representatives and, most impor-
tantly, as some of my colleagues have
mentioned, the first Catholic to hold
this position. If you look back to the
day that Father Coughlin assumed of-
fice, Pope John Paul II was visiting
Israel for the first time. Gas was under
$2 a gallon. And a certain attorney
from the South Side of Chicago, the
newspapers were just reporting on his
bid, unsuccessfully, to join this body.
It was indeed a long time ago and a lot
has changed in those 10 years, but
through it all Father Coughlin has re-
sponded to the demands of history, tra-
dition, and faith with great devotion.

As many residents of my district in
the Chicago region know, Father
Coughlin’s service dates back far be-
yond what he has rendered here over
the past decade. In fact, just this past
Saturday, as Representative SENSEN-
BRENNER was just mentioning, I also
had the opportunity, with my wife,
Judy, to be a part of the celebration of
Father Coughlin’s 50th anniversary as
a Catholic priest.

Father Coughlin grew up on the
North Side of Chicago and knew from a
young age he would become a priest.
He received degrees from St. Mary of
the Lake University and Loyola Uni-
versity.

He was a parish priest before he was
named the first Director of the Office
of Divine Worship in the Archdiocese of
Chicago in 1969. His time during his
year-long  sabbatical, spending 5
months at a Trappist monastery in
Kentucky, serving the poor in India,
and serving as scholar-in-residence at
North American College in Vatican
City really shows the breadth and the
depth of Father Coughlin’s abilities.
Upon his return, he spent 5 years as
pastor of St. Francis Xavier Parish in
La Grange in my district. I know that
he is much beloved at his parish at St.
Francis. I hear about it very often from
many of my constituents and friends.
Following this, he became Vicar for
Priests in the Archdiocese of Chicago.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman has expired.
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Mr. CAPUANO. I yield 1 more minute
to the gentleman.

Mr. LIPINSKI. After 4 decades of
service, Father Coughlin was appointed
House Chaplain by Illinois’ own former
Speaker, Dennis Hastert, on the rec-
ommendation of Cardinal Francis
George. In announcing his choice,
former Speaker Hastert predicted that
“Daniel Coughlin will bring to the
House a caring and healing heart.”” The
past 10 years has shown that he was un-
doubtedly correct. I know this from my
own time in the House, having seen and
experienced this. My own experiences
with Father Coughlin range from the
opportunity I had with him 5 years ago
this week in Rome to be a part of the
inauguration of Pope Benedict XVI and
also the many conversations I have had
with Father Coughlin on what is cur-
rently happening in Chicago, including
how his ageless mother and her Chi-
cago Cubs are doing. I think this con-
nection, being a Catholic from Chicago,
has really especially made our rela-
tionship close over these 5-plus years I
have been in the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman has again ex-
pired.

Mr. CAPUANO. I yield 1 more minute
to the gentleman.

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, Father
Coughlin’s devotion to his faith and
spiritual welfare of his fellow men and
women is an inspiration. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this
resolution.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes
to the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
FORTENBERRY).

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Father Dan, I
am glad to see that you have been able
to join us, and I thank the gentleman
for the time.

Mr. Speaker, I am also pleased to rise
today to pay tribute to our Chaplain,
Father Dan Coughlin, whom we honor
today in his 10th year of service as
House Chaplain and as its 59th Chap-
lain. On this occasion, I also wish to
express my personal deep appreciation
for Father Coughlin’s steadfast support
and wise counsel.

Public service in its essence demands
much from those called to responsi-
bility for the future of our Nation. It
presents many weighty challenges that
call upon Members of Congress to live
out the transcendent principles that
mark the immutable character of our
great republic.

Father Dan works tirelessly to focus
our attention on the values that actu-
ally do unite us at a time when so
many forces seek to divide us. He chal-
lenges us to animate our drive for
truth with compassion and to fortify
our quest for compassion with truth.
Members and staff have come to rely
upon his insight, his openness, his
unique ability to lead people of all
faith traditions to thought-provoking
introspection, based upon a lifetime
dedicated to understanding the pro-
found motivations of the human heart.
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Called upon so often to help us and
our families shoulder the burdens of
state at discordant times in our his-
tory and particularly given the chal-
lenging time in the history of our
world now, Father Coughlin exempli-
fies what it means to be a selfless serv-
ant and a true peacemaker. We are in-
deed fortunate for the grace of his pres-
ence among us, and it is an honor and
privilege to acknowledge his 10 years of
service to this institution.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to close by
reading an excerpt of the prayer that
Father Coughlin delivered on Sep-
tember 12, 2001, which I do believe re-
mains as relevant today as it was then.

‘““Send forth Your Holy Spirit, Lord,
upon all Members of Congress, the
President, and all government leaders
across this Nation. Free them of fear,
any prejudice whatsoever, remove all
doubt and confusion from their minds.
With clear insight which comes from
You and You alone, reveal all that is
unholy and renew the desire of Your
people to live lives of deepening faith,
unbounding commitment, and lasting
freedom here where liberty has made
her home.

“We place our trust in You now and
forever. Amen.”

Thank you, Father Coughlin,
your outstanding service.
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Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to yield 1 minute to the Speaker of
the House, the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. PELOSI).

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding and thank
him and Mr. LUNGREN for bringing this
important resolution to the floor. It is
indeed a joy for us to salute our friend,
our Chaplain, but our friend, Father
Coughlin.

I am rarely in awe of anybody’s op-
portunity. As the Speaker of the
House, I am afforded many. But when
Mr. SENSENBRENNER said that he and
his wife Cheryl were present at the 50th
anniversary of Father’s ordination as a
priest, I was frankly jealous. What a
great honor for you to be there. What a
great honor for Father Coughlin that
you were there. And Mr. LIPINSKI, the
maker of this motion, he was there as
well. So we were proud to be rep-
resented in a bipartisan way at that
celebration. And it was a reflection of
the esteem that we all have for Father
Coughlin in this House.

Father Coughlin has told me with
great pride—mow, not usually a proud
man, usually a humble man—with
great pride that 35 priests
concelebrated the Mass that celebrated
Father Coughlin’s 50th anniversary of
his celebration. How proud we all are of
you.

But the proudest person in the world
is Father’s mother Lucille, 95 years
old. To see her precious son 50 years a
priest of the church, for 10 years the
Chaplain of this House of Representa-
tives, the first Catholic. It’s really a
remarkable achievement.

for
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Every day of those 10 years when Fa-
ther has opened the House with a pray-
er we have all listened attentively be-
cause we know that we will be guided
well, that he will be our anchor, he will
inspire us with words that reflect the
values of faith and country.

His particular strength I believe
springs from a sense of humility that
he conveys. After his ordination, he
spent time at a Trappist monastery in
Kentucky, building strength and his re-
ligion and his faith. He spent time
working among the poor in Calcutta,
India, again living his faith.

St. Francis of Assisi, the patron saint
of my City of San Francisco, has said,
“Preach the Gospel. Sometimes use
words.”” While using words or deeds,
Father Coughlin has been preaching
the Gospel for these many decades. And
we have been blessed that his path has
crossed ours in this Congress.

Every Sunday in Catholic churches,
and I know in other Christian churches
as well, we hear the words ‘Do this in
memory of me,” the words of Christ at
the Last Supper. But I view it as not
just about doing what happened at that
Last Supper, but doing the good works
that Christ performed here and set as
an example for us.

And every day in saying the Mass,
Father Coughlin does this in memory
of Christ. But beyond the Mass, in his
personal guidance to us and his work
among the poor in India and his pray-
erfulness in the Trappist monastery in
Kentucky, in his stint—is that the
word, stint, Father, in Vatican City?—
his stay in Vatican City, his enrich-
ment, the enrichment of his faith and
religiosity became more intense.

So we are all grateful to Dennis
Hastert as Speaker of the House and
the committee that worked with him
to make the choice of what would be a
new Chaplain for us 10 years ago. We
were blessed that Father Coughlin had
worked with Cardinal Bernardin in Chi-
cago and Cardinal George after that,
and he was recommended to our former
Speaker, who was from Illinois and was
well known to the people in Chicago.
That connection is a connection that
has blessed all of our lives.

So as we honor his 10 years of service
to the Congress, that is a small number
of years—I mean it is a long time to be
in Congress and to serve as Chaplain—
he has seen us through the dark and
through the bright. He has helped us
personally, and he has helped us under-
stand our responsibilities to God’s cre-
ation. And he has always understood.
His generosity of spirit has given him
an understanding so that when he
speaks to any of us we know that we
are hearing words of wisdom, words of
values, words that are faith-based, but
words that recognize our responsibil-
ities to this great Nation as elected of-
ficials. He knows to render unto Caesar
and to render unto God. We could not
be better served.

And so it is with great joy that I join
our colleagues, some little regret that
fate had not placed me in a situation
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where I could be where Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER and his wife Cheryl were last
weekend, and Mr. LIPINSKI and 35
concelebrants of the Mass of Holy Eu-
charist to celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of—how could it be 50 years, Fa-
ther?

Congresswoman ESHOO and I were
just talking about when we all went to-
gether in a bipartisanship delegation to
Rome for the funeral of Pope John
Paul, and what a moving experience
that was. And what a force you were
for all of us. To have us see the role
that His Holiness played in history of
course is well known to us. And I just
want to mention Paula Nowakowski
here, former staff person to JOHN
BOEHNER, for whom John Paul II was a
hero, as he was a personal hero to
many of us. But the guide that you
were to us to that funeral, to that lit-
urgy, to that transition is something
that we will never forget.

So for this and for every reason every
single day that we serve, we thank you.
Anyone who cares about the success of
our Nation and our ability to work to-
gether is deeply indebted to you.
Thank you, Father Coughlin. God has
certainly blessed America with your
service to this House and to our coun-
try. We love you. Thank you.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CAPUANO. I yield 4 minutes to
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
ESHO00).

Ms. ESHOO. I thank the gentleman
from Massachusetts and the authors of
this resolution honoring our Chaplain,
Father Daniel Coughlin.

Mr. Speaker, when I think of Father
Coughlin coming to the House, I think
of the moment 10 years ago when our
previous Chaplain had retired and the
Speaker and the Minority Leader ap-
pointed a committee to come up with a
recommendation. There was some tur-
moil that was a part of that. But I have
always believed that the Spirit’s hand
was in this. And who came forward but
Father Coughlin from Chicago?

Everyone has spoken about what he
did before he came here. But essen-
tially, Father Coughlin was a parish
priest. And so from all of the experi-
ence that he had in tending that flock,
he came to tend a new one, and that is
the United States House of Representa-
tives. And tend this flock he has.

As Mr. SENSENBRENNER said, there
are many constituents that have asked
why does the United States House of
Representatives need a Chaplain? Look
up above the Speaker’s chair. It says,
“In God we trust.” But many times
what happens to human beings really
shakes that trust. So the Chaplain of
the House is the one that tends to each
one. How important that is in not only
the dark times, the dark periods in in-
dividuals’ lives where they need the
spiritual guidance, the support, the
love, the quiet time, the trust with
someone that will never break that
trust. That is what Father Coughlin
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has done on an individual basis with
Members throughout the House.

It matters not, as was said before,
what faith background any Member
comes from, and even if they don’t
have any faith background. That guid-
ance feeds the soul and it helps to heal
each person here that has gone through
something traumatic in order to re-
sume the public duties that are filled
with burdens and blessings as Members
of Congress. But there are national
times of stress and burden, and he has
been with us throughout those times as
well.

Fifty years as a priest. I can’t help
but think of the words that are said at
ordination. ‘“Thou art a priest for-
ever.”” And 50 years. What a great
blessing. An even greater blessing for
your mother, Father Coughlin, to be
present when you were ordained,
throughout your priesthood, and 50
years, 10 years of that priesthood here
with the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. We honor you and we
thank you for it.

And as a Roman Catholic, I want you
to know that you are a special source
of pride. But that pride I think is real-
ly felt by the entire House. Thank you
for your quiet faith, for your steely
faith, for the prayers that you offer
here that when each one of us take
those to heart it’s a road map. It’s a
road map because it is faith that calls
us to everything that we do in life. And
today in 2010 in the 21st century those
words of faith are our reality. And it
calls us to do better for our country
and people around the world.

So God bless you and thank you for
your 50 years and your 10 sterling years
here.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, it is somewhat ironic
that we are recognizing Father Cough-
lin’s service to our Nation and to this
House as the Chaplain of the House of
Representatives in the same week that
a Federal judge has instructed us that
the National Day of Prayer is somehow
unconstitutional.

I look and I see, Mr. Speaker, over
your head the words ‘‘In God we trust,”
the national motto, which indicates
that one does not have to be a person
of faith to be an American citizen. But
the idea of the worth of the individual
and the idea that the rights of the indi-
vidual came from God and not from
some monarch is essential to the un-
derstanding of the beginnings of this
Republic. And from the beginnings of
this Republic we have had a Chaplain
ministering to the needs of the Mem-
bers. It is not a new idea or novel idea.
It is an idea that is firmly entrenched
in the tradition of this institution and
this country. Father Coughlin has been
a great example of that tradition. And
we hope he continues.

I might say that he ministers to all
of us no matter what party of which we
are a member, but I sort of enjoy the
fact that he ministers to those of us on



April 21, 2010

this side since I found myself in the mi-
nority on most of the years I have
served here, and therefore by definition
the underdog. So when I met Father
Coughlin’s great mother, who is dedi-
cated to the great underdog of all time,
the Chicago Cubs, I felt some kinship.

And I thought it interesting just a
couple of years ago when Father told
me that his mother, in her nineties,
still serves as an usher at Wrigley
Field. But to show you the ability that
Father has to take a situation that
may be fraught with some peril and
give guidance, he told me that he fi-
nally convinced his mother that she
should not be ushering both ends of a
doubleheader. So that we do under-
stand that she now goes home after the
first game of a doubleheader at Wrigley
Field.
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It is that type of pragmatic guidance,
combined with the great spiritual prin-
ciples, that makes him such a great
friend to all of us here in the House of
Representatives, and allows us to do
our job with a little more civility than
we otherwise would, understanding
that what we do is important, maybe
we’re not that important, even though
we might be from time to time in our
minds.

He reminds us of transcendent values
and helps us through very difficult
days with an objective of helping us to
do the people’s business here in the
House of Representatives.

It is a pleasure and a privilege for me
to serve in the House of Representa-
tives. It is a privilege and a pleasure
for me to have the friendship of Father
Coughlin and the assistance of Father
Coughlin as he gives that to all of us
who serve here.

And so I would hope that all Mem-
bers would join us in supporting House
Resolution 1216.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, we’ve
heard lots of goods things about Father
Coughlin, but there are still a few mys-
teries left that he has to help us un-
ravel. I will tell you, Father, with good
faith, with a lot of prayer sometime,
and a good team, the Cubs will actually
win a World Series. As a Red Sox fan,
I can tell you it works.

Father, the other great mystery, as a
good Irishman myself, you’re going to
have to explain to me Coughlin versus
Coughlin. That will come later.

I wanted to do this today because of
my respect for Father Coughlin as a
human being and as a priest. But I
think to be a good priest you have to
be a good human being first. I don’t
think it’s the other way around.

And I will tell that in the 10 years
he’s been here I've come to consider
him a friend. I’ve come to see him as
somebody in my mind who is one of the
best representatives of the Catholic
faith that I have ever known.

And I will tell you, Father, from my
perspective I want to thank you, not
just for your service to this House, but
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for being such a good person. From
somebody who’s gone from the streets
of Calcutta to the Vatican to the House
of Representatives, you have main-
tained your modesty, you have main-
tained your dignity. And as far as I'm
concerned, you're a fine and wonderful
human being that I am proud to call
both the Chaplain of this House, but
also my friend and someone I look up
to.

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ex-
press my deep appreciation of the ministry of
Father Daniel Coughlin, Chaplain of the
House.

His presence in this Chamber is comforting
and supportive. His kindness and concern is
evident to all who know him. Father Coughlin’s
prayers before this Chamber are relevant,
beautiful and timeless. | have no doubt his
words—captured in the RECORD as a perma-
nent part of the history of the House—will be
quoted long after all of us presently serving
are gone.

| was co-chairman of the bipartisan chaplain
search committee commissioned by Speaker
Dennis Hastert 10 years ago.

Unfortunately, a process begun with the
best of intentions by the Speaker and all par-
ticipants, ended up in partisan acrimony and
finger pointing with each party believing the
other was motivated by intentions highly un-
worthy of the task at hand—finding a Chaplain
for the House.

God’s hand must surely have guided Speak-
er Hastert as he jettisoned the failed selection
process and—in consultation with church lead-
ers in his home State of lllinois—picked Father
Coughlin to serve as our Chaplain.

Father Coughlin was a parish priest, and we
are blessed he accepted the assignment of
the U.S. House of Representatives to be his
new parish.

He has served us all in a pure ecumenical
spirit. He has been a faithful friend, counselor
and minister to us all.

| feel privileged to know Father Coughlin
and extend my deepest congratulations to him
on the twin milestones of 50 years in the
priesthood and 10 years as Chaplain of the
House.

God bless you, Father Coughlin. Thank you
for your wonderful ministry.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in strong support of this resolution con-
gratulating Father Coughlin on 10 years of
service as House chaplain and want to thank
my very good friend, Mr. LIPINSKI, for authoring
it.

Since 2000 Father Coughlin has been a
blessing to us, a presence of prayer, and a re-
minder of the grace we have to ask God for—
beg God for—as we exercise our responsibil-
ities in this House.

He has also been a personal friend to me
and | want to thank him for that.

Mr. Speaker, | particularly appreciate Father
Coughlin’s moving prayers and his Web site
where he puts up a “Thought for the Day” and
keeps the House informed of spiritual events
on Capitol Hill for Christians, Jews, and Mus-
lims, and members of other faiths. | frequently
read theses prayers and thoughts, and am
grateful for his inspiration to me and my fellow
members.

Today he has posted, as “Thought for the
Day,” a quote from Pope Benedict XVI, from
his April 18 address to young people in Malta:
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God loves every one of us with a depth and
intensity that we can hardly begin to imag-
ine. And he knows us intimately, he knows
all our strengths and all our faults. Because
he loves us so much, he wants to purify us of
our faults and build up our virtues so that we
can have life in abundance. When he chal-
lenges us because something in our lives is
displeasing to him, he is not rejecting us, but
he is asking us to change and become more
perfect. That is what he asked of Saint Paul
on the road to Damascus. God rejects no one.
And the Church rejects no one. Yet in his
great love, God challenges all of us to change
and to become more perfect.

Thank you, Father Coughlin, for reminding
us of this—we do our work differently, and
better, when we carry with us an awareness of
God’s love.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. LIPINSKI's resolution also
draws attention to Father Coughlin’s 50 years
of service to God, and His flock, as an or-
dained priest—Father Coughlin’s fiftieth anni-
versary will be on May 3rd, and | want to con-
gratulate and thank him for that as well.

Father Coughlin has also, as this resolution
points out, served God with the Missionaries
of Charity, in India, and in Rome, as a schol-
ar-in-residence at the North American College.
| am sure that his experience in both places
enriched his service to the House.

Finally, | note from the resolution, that, while
the House chaplaincy was instituted in 1789,
in 2000 Father Coughlin became the first
Catholic priest to hold the office of Chaplain of
the House. He follows many others who have
been a blessing on the House—and | have
known several of them—and has certainly
filled their shoes well.

Thank you, Father Coughlin.

| urge members to support this excellent
resolution.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time, and I
would urge passage of this resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. CAPUANO) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 1216.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
AWARENESS WEEK

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1116) supporting the
goals and ideals of Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
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H. RES. 1116

Whereas multiple sclerosis can impact men
and women of all ages, races, and ethnicities;

Whereas more than 400,000 Americans live
with multiple sclerosis;

Whereas approximately 2,500,000 people
worldwide have been diagnosed with mul-
tiple sclerosis;

Whereas every hour of every day, someone
is newly diagnosed with multiple sclerosis;

Whereas it is estimated that between 8,000
and 10,000 children and adolescents are living
with multiple sclerosis;

Whereas the exact cause of multiple scle-
rosis is still unknown;

Whereas the symptoms of multiple scle-
rosis are unpredictable and vary from person
to person;

Whereas there is no laboratory test avail-
able that definitely defines a diagnosis for
multiple sclerosis;

Whereas multiple sclerosis is not genetic,
contagious, or directly inherited, but studies
show there are genetic factors that indicate
certain individuals are susceptible to the dis-
ease;

Whereas multiple sclerosis symptoms
occur when an immune system attack affects
the myelin in nerve fibers of the central
nervous system, damaging or destroying it
and replacing it with scar tissue, thereby
interfering with or preventing the trans-
mission of nerve signals;

Whereas in rare cases multiple sclerosis is
S0 progressive it is fatal;

Whereas there is no known cure for mul-
tiple sclerosis;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition,
an affiliation of multiple sclerosis organiza-
tions dedicated to the enhancement of the
quality of life for all those affected by mul-
tiple sclerosis, recognizes, and celebrates
Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition’s
mission is to increase opportunities for co-
operation and provide greater opportunity to
leverage the effective use of resources for the
benefit of the multiple sclerosis community;

Whereas the Multiple Sclerosis Coalition
recognizes and celebrates Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week during 1 week in March
every calendar year;

Whereas the goals of Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week are to invite people to join
the movement to end multiple sclerosis, en-
courage everyone to do something to dem-
onstrate their commitment to moving to-
ward a world free of multiple sclerosis, and
to acknowledge those who have dedicated
their time and talent to help promote mul-
tiple sclerosis research and programs; and

Whereas this year Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week is recognized during the
week of March 8, 2010, through March 14,
2010: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

(2) encourages the President to issue a
proclamation in support of the goals and
ideals of Multiple Sclerosis Awareness Week;

(3) encourages States, territories, posses-
sions of the United States, and localities to
support the goals and ideals of Multiple Scle-
rosis Awareness Week by issuing proclama-
tions designating Multiple Sclerosis Aware-
ness Week;

(4) encourages media organizations to par-
ticipate in Multiple Sclerosis Awareness
Week and help educate the public about mul-
tiple sclerosis;

(56) commends the efforts of the States, ter-
ritories, and possessions of the United States
who support the goals and ideals of Multiple
Sclerosis Awareness Week;

(6) recognizes and reaffirms the Nation’s
commitment to combating multiple sclerosis
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by promoting awareness about its causes and
risks and by promoting new education pro-
grams, supporting research, and expanding
access to medical treatment; and

(7) recognizes all people in the United
States living with multiple sclerosis, ex-
presses gratitude to their family members
and friends who are a source of love and en-
couragement to them, and salutes the health
care professionals and medical researchers
who provide assistance to those so afflicted
and continue to work to find cures and im-
prove treatments.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
McCoLLUM). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
CAPPS) and the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. BURGESS) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material for the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of House Resolution
1116, recognizing and supporting the
goals and ideals of Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week, which actually took
place the week of March 8.

Now, while Multiple Sclerosis Week
occurred last month, it is never the
wrong time to draw attention to this
important health issue and to reaffirm
our commitment to combating MS.

Multiple sclerosis affects an esti-
mated 400,000 people in the TUnited
States and 2% million people world-
wide. MS is thought to be an auto-
immune disorder where the immune
system incorrectly attacks healthy
nerve fibers of the central nervous sys-
tem. Symptoms that people with MS
experience include blurred vision and
blindness, tremors, extreme fatigue
and paralysis. However, the exact
causes of MS are unknown, and there is
no known cure for this disease.

But what we all know is that it can
affect men and women of all ages, and
it does affect each person differently.

Many of us have our own personal
stories of loved ones who’ve been diag-
nosed with MS. We will hear some of
those stories today.

I've gotten to know some wonderful
constituent advocates from my district
to learn of their personal stories over
the years through the MS Society
chapter which I represent in my dis-
trict, and I know that many of my col-
leagues have benefited from inter-
actions with their local chapters and
the members who have shared their
stories with them.

So I want to commend my colleague,
Representative LEE, for introducing
this resolution. I also recognize Rep-
resentative CARNAHAN and Representa-
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tive BURGESS for their leadership on
the Congressional Multiple Sclerosis
Caucus.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BURGESS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume, and I thank the gentlelady from
California (Mrs. CAPPS) for her recogni-
tion.

As cochairman of the Congressional
MS Caucus, I rise today in support of
House Resolution 1116, supporting the
goals and ideals of Multiple Sclerosis
Awareness Week from March 8 through
March 14. The goal of this annual event
is to raise awareness of this disease for
individuals and their families who are
impacted by this illness.

Every hour in the United States,
someone new is diagnosed with mul-
tiple sclerosis. It is a chronic, often
disabling disease that attacks the cen-
tral nervous system. Over 400,000 Amer-
icans are living with MS, and approxi-
mately 2% million people are affected
worldwide.

These patients suffer a variety of
symptoms which can vary from person
to person and, indeed, may vary within
a particular patient during the course
of the disease. Among the symptoms
are impaired vision, muscle weakness,
problems with coordination and bal-
ance, numbness, memory problems and,
in the most severe cases, which, fortu-
nately, is rare, the disease is fatal.

Even the milder cases of multiple
sclerosis create daily changes for pa-
tients by impairing speech, the ability
to write, the ability to walk. Despite
the debilitating effects, the cause of
multiple sclerosis is unknown. There is
yet no laboratory test that is available
that definitively establishes the diag-
nosis and, of course, there is no cure.

Treatments, however, have improved
markedly over the last 20 to 30 years,
and that is the reason we should ap-
plaud the work of the Multiple Scle-
rosis Coalition, an affiliation of MS or-
ganizations dedicated to the enhance-
ment of the quality of life for those af-
fected by this disease, which recognizes
and celebrates this special week that
we designate as Multiple Sclerosis
Week.

Many Americans know a person liv-
ing with MS, a mother, father, son or
daughter or another family member, or
even a colleague. During my brief time
in Congress a member of my staff has
been diagnosed.

I also want to recognize those who
struggle with multiple sclerosis every
day, the family and friends who sup-
port them, the doctors, nurses, re-
searchers and others that care for them
and continue to search for a cure.

I'd also like to thank Representative
RUss CARNAHAN of Missouri, who’s the
co-chair of the MS Caucus, and Rep-
resentative BARBARA LEE of California
who are sponsoring this resolution
with me.

I encourage all of my colleagues to
vote in favor of the resolution.
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I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to yield such time as she may
consume to the Representative from
California, Representative LEE, who is
the author of this resolution.

Ms. LEE of California. Madam
Speaker, let me thank, first of all, my
colleague, the gentlelady from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. CAPPS), for yielding me the
time. Also, let me just thank you for
using your invaluable background as a
nurse in helping shape quality health
care for all in our country. So to Con-
gresswoman CAPPS, thank you very
much for your leadership.

Also, let me thank Congressman
RUss CARNAHAN and Congressman MI-
CHAEL BURGESS, the co-chairs of the
Multiple Sclerosis Caucus and their
staff, including my staff, Christos
Tsenta, for helping to work on this res-
olution in a bipartisan manner and for
keeping the Congress focused on MS
issues, which was recognized during MS
Awareness Week, March 8 through
March 14.

Let me also thank Chairman WAX-
MAN and Ranking Member BARTON and
their staff for agreeing to bring the res-
olution to the floor, along with our
nearly 110 cosponsors. And to Congress-
woman KILROY, the gentlelady from
Ohio, I just want to say to her that her
determination and her strength is such
an inspiration to all of us here in the
House of Representatives.

Let me thank the Multiple Sclerosis
Coalition, the National Ms Society and
all its staff, especially Shawn O’Neail
and Shawna Golden, for leading the
charge on MS Awareness Week and for
their work on this resolution and for
helping to support activities around
the country in recognition of this
week.

And this resolution is in honor of all
of those living with MS and all of the
friends and family and loved ones who
care for them and support them.

Lastly, I just want to thank my be-
loved sister, Mildred, for teaching me
what it’s like to live with multiple
sclerosis. Mildred was diagnosed with
MS at about the age of 26 or 27. She has
been living a productive and fruitful
life. She has learned about the treat-
ments and medications; and, fortu-
nately, she has had access to some of
the best. But she wants everybody to
have access to the types of treatment
that she has had.

I asked her this morning what she’d
like for me to say and she said, in-
crease funding for research so we can
find a cure.

She said to me, You know, it’s so
frustrating to go to the doctor, and for
me to ask the doctor a question about
the symptoms of my disease and the
doctor says, I just don’t know. She said
at first she thought the doctors were
just putting her off; but, actually, the
doctors just don’t know.

So this bill is for all of the times that
she told me she gets up in the morning
and wonders whether she’ll be able to
walk that day. This is for all of the
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times that she is in remission, dreading
the next flare-up, wondering what is
going to trigger the return of her
symptoms.

So I'm pleased to be here today to
talk about a disease that my family
and hundreds of thousands of families
around the Nation have faced. In fact,
our first lady, Michelle Obama, her
dad, Mr. Frasier Robinson, had mul-
tiple sclerosis, and so our first family
clearly understands the need for in-
creased awareness and outreach and re-
sources to fight this disease.

Multiple sclerosis is a chronic, unpre-
dictable disease of the central nervous
system. It’s thought to be an auto-
immune disorder where the immune
system incorrectly attacks healthy
nerve fibers of the central nervous sys-
tem, interfering with transmission of
nerve signals throughout the body.

There are over 400,000 people
throughout the United States suffering
from multiple sclerosis; and worldwide
over 2.5 million cases have been diag-
nosed. But the real numbers of people
living with MS are almost certainly
higher.

Although MS is largely considered a
disease that affects Caucasian popu-
lations, it does occur among African
Americans and other minority groups
and can be quite severe. Because people
of color tend to have had less access to
the health care system, which I'm con-
fident now that our health care law
will finally address, they may not get
diagnosed at the rates that they
should.

As has been said, Madam Speaker,
MS Awareness Week was recognized
this year from March 8 through March
14. The theme of this year was ‘‘Move
It!” and it was intended to encourage
people throughout the country to vol-
unteer, raise funding, advocate, edu-
cate, and raise awareness about this
disease.

This is the fifth year of MS Aware-
ness Week, and over the past 5 years,
the National Multiple Sclerosis Soci-
ety has received $30 million in donated
corporate support, advertising space
and public relations, and generated
more than 120 billion media impres-
sions.
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In March alone, the MS Society re-
cently received over 650,000 hits on
their Web site from people who got ac-
tive in the fight against MS. So the
drumbeat is being heard loudly and
clearly.

People living with MS were at the
Today Show and Good Morning Amer-
ica and featured on 12 digital billboards
which ran more than 700 times
throughout the entire month of March
in Times Square. The MS Coalition,
the National MS Society, and the Con-
gressional MS Caucus were also ac-
tively engaged in discussions about ac-
cess to quality health care, increased
MS research, disability rights, and MS
issues and sought more funding for MS
research.
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This month, the Northern California
Chapter of the Multiple Sclerosis Soci-
ety is also in the middle of holding its
MS walk fundraisers. Our own MS walk
in my district in Alameda County is
actually scheduled for this Saturday.
I’'m also proud to say that a former
person in my office, Alicia Barron, has
been on the front lines of raising
awareness about this disease through
her work with the Lone Star Chapter
of the MS Society in Houston, Texas.
We appreciate her work and service.

While MS Awareness Week has
passed, there is still a lot we must do.
On May 26, MS societies throughout
the world will band together on World
Ms Day to increase awareness, knowl-
edge, and understanding of the disease
and the needs of people with MS and
how to improve their quality of life.

As I’ve always said, our health is tied
to the health of our brothers and sis-
ters throughout the world, and we have
to view anyone’s problems, their prob-
lems, as our own problems; otherwise,
we will never be truly rid of this dis-
ease. As Members of Congress, we have
the ability and the responsibility to en-
sure that additional research funding is
put towards diseases like multiple scle-
rosis. We need to invest more time and
more efforts into finding the causes of
MS to prevent it, to improve existing
therapies for those who suffer with it,
and I hope one day, as my sister said,
just find a cure.

I'm pleased that the fiscal year 2010
Defense appropriations bill included
$4.5 million to fund research into mul-
tiple sclerosis among our veterans. I
look forward to making sure that we
provide even more next year.

So, once again, I want to thank my
colleagues for their support of the reso-
lution. And in honor of all of those liv-
ing with MS, I want to say we are com-
mitted to putting more money into re-
search and to finding a cure. As my sis-
ter Mildred said, that is all we need to
do.

Mr. BURGESS. I reserve my time.

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, I'm
pleased to yield to our colleague from
Missouri, Representative CARNAHAN,
who is the cochair of the Multiple Scle-
rosis Caucus, such time as he may con-
sume.

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, 1
want to thank the gentlelady from
California for her leadership and work
on this important legislation, sup-
porting the MS Awareness Week.

Every week, around 200 people are di-
agnosed in this country with MS; and,
indeed, there’s been a spike in diag-
noses among our military. That is one
of the reasons the past several years we
have been able to fight for and obtain
funding through the Department of De-
fense congressionally directed research
program.

We also have worked with addressing
the issue in terms of creating the na-
tional registry, so we can help track
this difficult disease that has eluded a
cure for so long.

I am proud to serve as cochair of the
Congressional MS Caucus along with
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my colleague here today, MICHAEL BUR-
GESS. He has been a good partner in
promoting this. The MS Caucus is a bi-
partisan group of a 127 Members of this
House actively engaged in discussions
about access to quality health care,
raising awareness, promoting edu-
cation, and increasing MS research. I
want to urge my colleagues here today
to not just support this resolution, but
if you’re not already a member of the
MS Caucus, I urge you to join us. I urge
you to connect with your local chap-
ters to help support the people that are
living and suffering with MS, but also
to help find that cure, to move re-
search forward.

This year marks the fifth annual MS
Awareness Week. The week was created
by the MS Coalition and the National
MS Society to raise national awareness
about MS. I especially want to thank
St. Louis’ Gateway Chapter of the Na-
tional MS Society for their unwavering
dedication, for their help for people
back in my home city, and for their
support of my work here in the Con-
gress. I’'m grateful for their hard work
to provide support and assistance for
those living with and affected by MS.

This spring, in fact, more than 8,000
Missourians took part in the Walk MS
event across the State, raising aware-
ness and funds to help those living with
MS every day, for the challenges they
face from this disease.

Today, I want to again urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution to
help create a world free of MS.

Mr. BURGESS. I will yield myself my
remaining time.

I want to thank Representative
CARNAHAN for the recognition and echo
his call to other Members of this Con-
gress to join the MS Caucus. This cau-
cus does real work. We provide infor-
mation. We provide conference calls.
We provide educational time with ei-
ther Members or staff, and it is a
worthwhile endeavor.

While there is no cure for multiple
sclerosis as it stands today, the treat-
ment has evolved significantly. In my
25 years of medical practice, I saw a
significant evolution. Although I was
not the primary caregiver for multiple
sclerosis patients in my general OB-
GYN practice, I did have many patients
who did suffer from that illness and, as
a consequence, over the course of my
professional lifetime, did see the treat-
ment evolve from one that was essen-
tially palliative to one that was more
targeted towards the disease itself or
targeted towards the damages the dis-
ease inflicts upon the central nervous
system.

So I do encourage both sides of the
aisle to join this caucus. It is an impor-
tant endeavor.

Again, I want to thank everyone who
has participated today. We’ve heard
today that multiple sclerosis is a
chronic, often disabling disease, but
today, new treatments and advances in
research are starting to give new hope
to people affected by the disease, but
more must be done to understand the
course of this illness.
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Most people with MS learn to cope.
They learn to cope with the disease and
to lead satisfactory, productive lives,
but they do want answers. We recently
capped off MS Week 2010 on March 8-14,
and now prepare for World MS Day on
May 26.

Texas, my home State, is getting
into the act with the BP MS 150, which
is a 180-mile journey from Houston to
Austin. This event is a 2-day fund-
raising cycling ride organized by the
Lone Star Chapter of the National Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Society. That is the
largest event of its kind in north
Texas. This year’s ride just took place
this past weekend. In 2009, this event
raised more than $17 million for re-
search for MS, and the fundraising goal
for this year is $18 million, with con-
tributions still being tallied. But the
Lone Star Chapter of the National MS
Society is on its way to reaching this
ambitious goal. And this was the 5th
year of MS Awareness Week.

The Multiple Sclerosis Caucus is a bi-
partisan group of 127 Representatives
and 23 Senators who are in full support
of this resolution. But we can do more.
In fact, we will be looking to have an
MS briefing for Members and their
staff sometime in June, and I hope
many Members will be able to attend.

And, in addition, I urge everyone who
supports this resolution to cosponsor
H.R. 1362, to create a National MS Reg-
istry. This bill has over 150 cosponsors,
and I urge my colleagues on the Energy
and Commerce Committee to take up
this resolution because it is an impor-
tant amount of work that needs to be
done. And with all of the focus now-
adays on genomic medicine, this reg-
istry is going to become increasingly
important.

I yield back the remainder of my
time.

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, as we
conclude this discussion on the impor-
tance of being aware of multiple scle-
rosis and adoption of this resolution, I
will call attention to my colleagues all
of our local chapters throughout the
country.

Our colleagues have highlighted
some of the chapters they represent,
and I know I've had wonderful inter-
actions with the Members and people
who support our local chapter in my
district as they seek to raise awareness
within our local communities and also
work together to raise funds through
their walks and through their fund-
raising drives to provide quality of life
and support for their members, those
who are afflicted with multiple scle-
rosis and their families, and it is an
honor to serve with them and work
with them and represent them here as
they would have us do.

And what they would want us to un-
derscore, as well, is the importance of
our funding adequately the national
endowments for the health, the efforts
for continuing research, for accen-
tuating the research in all neurological
disorders, those that affect a whole
host of ranges that impact people’s
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lives; and among them, so important,
are those who are afflicted with mul-
tiple sclerosis. That is surely what we
can do on their behalf as we look for-
ward to possibilities, as new discov-
eries are made, and much more re-
search can be done in this arena.

So our resolution can bring all of
that to fruition. I encourage all of our
colleagues to honor and vote for House
Resolution 1116, supporting the goals
and ideals of Multiple Sclerosis Aware-
ness Week.

I yield back my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
CAPPS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1116.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF DR.
DOROTHY IRENE HEIGHT

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 1281) celebrating
the life and achievements of Dr. Doro-
thy Irene Height and recognizing her
lifelong dedication and leadership in
the struggle for human rights and
equality for all people until her death
at age 98 on April 20, 2010.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1281

Whereas Dr. Dorothy Irene Height was a
humanitarian whose life exemplified her pas-
sionate commitment to a just society and
civil rights for all people;

Whereas Dr. Height was the godmother of
the civil rights movement and tireless advo-
cate of equality for women and women’s
rights in the United States;

Whereas Dr. Height led many national or-
ganizations, including 33 years of service on
the staff of the National Board of the Young
Women’s Christian Association (YWCA), di-
rector of the National YWCA School for Pro-
fessional Workers, and became the first di-
rector of the Center for Racial Justice,
served as president of the National Council
of Negro Women (NCNW) for 4 decades, as
president of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, In-
corporated during two consecutive terms,
and continued to provide guidance as chair
and president emerita of NCNW until her
death;

Whereas Dr. Height was the recipient of
countless awards and honors, including the
Presidential Citizens Medal in 1989 by Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan, the Presidential Medal
of Honor in 1994 by President William Clin-
ton, and the Congressional Medal of Honor
by President George W. Bush on behalf of the
United States Congress in 2004; and

Whereas Dr. Height was a tenacious and
zealous civil rights activist, social worker,
advocate, educator, and organizer in the
quest for equality: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) celebrates the life of Dr. Dorothy Irene
Height; and
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(2) expresses recognition for her life-long
dedication and leadership in the struggle for
civil rights for all people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CONYERS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members have 5 legisla-
tive days to revise their remarks and
include extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONYERS. I yield myself as
much time as I may consume.

This is a day we come to remember
and honor the life and legacies of one
of America’s most celebrated civil
rights leaders, the late Dr. Dorothy
Height, who passed just yesterday and
was one that brings back many memo-
ries for many of the Members of the
House. Her connections with Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., and Rosa Parks
and all of the organizations that she
was connected with are already a part
of legendary record.

I was with her in 1963 when Dr. King
led this March on Washington, and I re-
membered seeing her. I didn’t know her
at that time, but I sure got to know
her a couple of years later.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Madam Speaker, this resolution honors the
life and achievements of one of the most cele-
brated and cherished women in the Civil
Rights movement, the late Dr. Dorothy Height.

With Dr. Height's passing yesterday, heaven
gained one of its most beloved treasures,
while this nation lost a true soldier in the fight
for equality for all men and women.

| recall the first time | met Dr. Height. Her
confidence in our nation’s potential, and her
passion for seeing every person obtain equal-
ity, made her a force to be reckoned with.

A few years ago, | was humbled when Dr.
Height honored me for continuing to pursue
the dream of the late Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.

Today, | stand proud to have been her
friend and to have the privilege to celebrate
her life before this Congress.

Today, | would like to touch on three signifi-
cant points about Dr. Height.

First, Dr. Dorothy Height was a centerpiece
on the many stages of the Civil Rights move-
ment.

In 1960, Dr. Height was the only woman
team member in the United Civil Rights Lead-
ership. She worked beside Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., A. Philip Randolph, JOHN LEWIS,
James Farmer, and many other celebrated
civil rights leaders.

Although Dr. Height was not among the
speakers who addressed the crowd gathered
at the Lincoln Memorial at the March on
Washington in 1963, she was the only woman
to stand on the stage that day as Dr. King de-
livered his historic “I| Have A Dream” speech.

And 45 years later, she watched that dream
of equality move even closer to becoming
true, as she attended the inauguration of our
nation’s first black President.
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This historic moment was built on the hard
work and perseverance of Dr. Height, whose
tenacity led her to be known as the “god-
mother of the Civil Rights movement.”

Second, Dr. Height's commitment to equal
treatment for every American has influenced
American Presidents for over 70 years.

From President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
to President Barack Obama, Dr. Height’s influ-
ence and advocacy helped shape the Civil
Rights issues that confronted each generation.

When Dr. Height was a young woman, she
was one of 10 American youth invited by First
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt to spend a weekend
at her Hyde Park New York home, to plan a
World Youth Conference in 1938.

Through this relationship, Dr. Height encour-
aged President Roosevelt to take action to de-
segregate America’s public schools.

Later, in the 1960’s, she went on to encour-
age the Johnson Administration to make un-
precedented appointments of African Amer-
ican women to positions in government.

Dr. Height gained significant influence
throughout her lifetime. She transformed her
leadership into a movement of empowerment
for those who were living under unfulfilled
promises of their country.

She once said “greatness is not measured
by what a man or woman accomplished, but
by the opposition he or she has overcome to
reach his goals.”

Finally, Dr. Height's personal experience
with segregation motivated her to become an
excellent and educated leader who selflessly
sought to ensure that others have similar op-
portunities.

Dr. Height dedicated herself to achieving a
good education. At a very young age, Dr.
Height was distinct amongst her peers, and
provided great leadership to the Christian
Youth Movement of North America, where she
worked to prevent lynching, desegregate the
armed forces, and reform the criminal justice
system. She was also an advocate for free ac-
cess to public accommodations.

Her focus and dedication paid off as she
won scholarships, and recognition for her
scholastic excellence. Although she was de-
nied admission by one institution because it
had reached its quota of two black students,
she went on to attend New York University
and Columbia University.

We should be very thankful for the sacrifices
and hard work of Dr. Dorothy Height. A recipi-
ent of the President’s Medal of Honor, the
Congressional Medal of Honor, and a tireless
advocate for individuals who had yet to see
the American dream become a reality, we
honor this outstanding woman.

| would like to commend my colleagues for
their work on this important resolution. In par-
ticular, | would like to thank my good friend
from the State of Ohio, Congresswoman
MARCIA FUDGE, who is the sponsor of this res-
olution.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant resolution.
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Mr. POE of Texas. I yield myself as
much time as I may consume.

I want to thank the chairman of the
Judiciary Committee for bringing this
to the floor as quickly as possible. I
support this resolution, H. Res. 1281,
which commemorates the life of the
late Dorothy Height, as the chairman
said, who died just yesterday.
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She was one of the key civil rights
leaders who fought for racial and gen-
der equality in the 20th century. She
helped bring about school desegrega-
tion. She brought about, in her own
way, the movement for an advocation
of voting rights and employment equal-
ity.

She was born in Richmond, Virginia,
in 1912 and moved to Pennsylvania at
an early age. In 1929, she was admitted
to Barnard College, but she was denied
admission when she showed up to reg-
ister. The school had a policy of ac-
cepting only two black students.

So she went to New York University
and graduated in 1932. She received her
master’s degree in educational psy-
chology the very next year, and after
her studies Mrs. Height served as a
caseworker in New York City welfare
department.

At the age of only 25, she joined the
National Council of Negro Women, be-
ginning her career as a civil rights ac-
tivist on behalf of African Americans
and all women.

In 1944, she joined the YWCA and
served as the national president of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incor-
porated, from 1946 to 1957. Then from
1957 to 1997, she was President of the
National Council of Negro Women, and
during the 1960s, she established
“Wednesdays in Mississippi”® to join
black and white women from the North
and South to engage in a dialogue as a
means toward social integration.

Many American leaders respected
Mrs. Height. She lobbied First Lady El-
eanor Roosevelt to help civil rights ef-
forts in the 1940s. In later years she en-
couraged President Dwight Eisenhower
and President Lyndon Baines Johnson
to desegregate schools and appoint
black women in positions of govern-
ment.

Mrs. Height herself served on the
President’s Committee on the Status of
Women, and she was a consultant on
African affairs to the Secretary of
State.

Mrs. Height was on the platform with
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., when he
gave his famous ‘I Have a Dream”
speech in 1963. As Chairman CONYERS
has mentioned, he was at that event in
1963.

For Mrs. Height’s six decades of self-
less work on behalf of civil rights and
for her dedication, she was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1994
and the Congressional Gold Medal in
2004. Yesterday, at the age of 98, Doro-
thy Height passed away at Howard Uni-
versity Hospital here in Washington,
D.C.

I urge all my colleagues to join me in
supporting this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. I thank Judge POE for
co-leading this resolution from the Ju-
diciary Committee.

Madam Speaker, I yield such time as
he may consume to the distinguished
majority leader, JAMES CLYBURN, the
gentleman from South Carolina.

Mr. CLYBURN. I thank the chair for
yielding me the time. Thank you so
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much, Ranking Member POE, for join-
ing in this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I was born and
raised in the little town of Sumter,
South Carolina, and just outside of
Sumter is a little town of Mayesville,
the birthplace of Mary McLeod Be-
thune, the founder of the National
Council of Negro Women.

When I was growing up, my mother,
who was a beautician, and Mrs. Be-
thune organized the National Council
through beauty shops. My mother
thought that Mrs. Bethune was the
greatest person to ever live, and she
made me learn everything I could
about Mrs. Bethune.

Later, as I labored on the staff of
Governor John West back in 1971, I re-
ceived a phone call from Dorothy
Height. I knew Mrs. Height—she had
been a long-time president of the Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, the sister soror-
ity to my fraternity, Omega Psi Phi, so
I knew her. I also knew her because she
had become the national leader of the
National Council of Negro Women.

She said to me that she wanted my
help, because she thought that South
Carolina, being the birthplace of Mary
McLeod Bethune, would be the place
that ought to honor her. She thought
that Mrs. Bethune’s portrait should be
in the State House of South Carolina.
At that time no African American was
so honored. There never had been an
African American’s portrait placed in
the State House and I went to Gov-
ernor West and I told him that I
thought this was something we should
do.

Well, as you can imagine, Madam
Speaker, this was not met with as
much collegiality as we displayed to-
ward each other here on this floor.

So I called Mrs. Height to tell her
that I thought this was going to be
very, very difficult.

She said to me, now, young man, I
didn’t ask for your help because I
thought it was going to be easy. She
said things to me that day that made
me understand a lot about who and
what I am, and we joined together. We
covered and counseled each other, and
I am pleased to report that because of
Mrs. Height, Dr. Height, the portrait of
Mary McLeod Bethune hangs in the
State House of South Carolina, the
first African American so honored.

Others have joined us later, Willie
Mays, Rev. I.D. Quincy Newman, but
she blazed that trail, and she did so be-
cause of Dr. Height.

When I got elected to the Congress,
Dr. Height called again, and she told
me that the National Council is going
to put a statue here, in, I believe, Lin-
coln Park here in Washington. She
wanted me to come and be a part of
that dedication. I joined her there that
day, and from that day on, very often,
we would meet, we would talk on the
phone, and I just believe that she is
very close to being as great a woman as
Mary McLeod Bethune was, and I am
pleased to be here to say a few words in
honor of her and in memory of her
great life and tremendous legacy.
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Mr. POE of Texas. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. I am pleased to yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. FUDGE)
one of our newest Members of the Con-
gress, who knew, worked for, studied
under, and was a mentee to Dorothy
Height.

Ms. FUDGE. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.

On yesterday, Madam Speaker, a
civil rights icon and humanitarian, Dr.
Dorothy Irene Height, passed away at
the age of 98. She was my friend, my
mentor, and one of my predecessors as
the national president of the Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority.

Dr. Height was passionate about jus-
tice and equality. Everything she did,
every position she held, and every pol-
icy she advocated served her life’s mis-
sion, which was to eliminate barriers
to success for women and blacks, while
inspiring the next generation.

Even though Presidents and other
world leaders sought her counsel, she
always took the time to advise and en-
courage young women, including my-
self.

While we mourn her loss, I am not
sad. She lived a great life. We often
talk about life is not the longevity, but
it is the breadth, and she had a great
life. So we celebrate her life today, a
great humanitarian who leaves a leg-
acy of strong and caring women. That
is why I am honored to introduce this
resolution celebrating Dr. Height’s life
and recognizing her work.

Dr. Height served as president of the
National Council of Negro Women for
four decades, stepping down from the
position in 1997. In her position with
the Council, which, by the way, con-
nected nearly 4 million women world-
wide, she tackled issues that affected
all families, including child care for
working mothers, health and nutrition,
and providing adequate housing for
families in need. She served as the na-
tional president of Delta Sigma Theta
from 1947 to 1957.

Widely recognized as one of the
founding members of the Civil Rights
Movement, Dr. Height was awarded the
Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1994
by President Bill Clinton, and in 2004
she received the Congressional Gold
Medal. Dr. Height fought for equal
rights for both women and blacks and
was active in such causes as securing
voting rights, equal employment op-
portunities and desegregation of public
schools.

Marching alongside Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., she advocated women’s
rights during the civil rights struggle.
Dr. Height was instrumental in the
fight for equal pay for women and orga-
nized numerous programs to help
women achieve equal rights and inde-
pendence.

Dr. Height was a tenacious and zeal-
ous civil rights activist, social worker,
advocate, educator, organizer, mentor
and friend. She was my friend. I will
miss her, but my life has been better
just by knowing her.
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Mr. POE of Texas. I continue to re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as she may consume to
a senior member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, the gentlewoman from Texas
(Ms. JACKSON LEE).

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Let me
thank the chairman of the Judiciary
Committee and my colleague from
Texas (Mr. PoE) for his presence and
comments on the floor about Dr. Doro-
thy Height and, as well, the author of
the resolution.

I am very proud to have joined Con-
gresswoman FUDGE to be an original
cosponsor of this legislation and come
to the floor today, as we did yesterday,
for I believe that the celebration of Dr.
Height’s life needs no stopping, if you
will. If we continue to commemorate
her throughout this week, it will not
be able to account for her service.

And for those who may not be famil-
iar with Dr. Dorothy Height, I only
wish that this picture was in color. For
maybe as you look at this lady adorned
with this fabulous hat, well attired,
you will remember seeing in many pic-
tures with Presidents, Kkings and
queens, international leaders, a lady
who was appropriately attired with
that dapper and beautiful hat. The
color that I remember most is her
beautiful aqua, and I say that only be-
cause many times we look at women as
to how they are adorned.

I think that Dr. Height did not fail to
be noticed when she came into a room,
both by her stature and her attire, but
certainly by her words. I would count
her the most influential woman in the
Civil Rights Movement, a friend to
many, one who empowered women and
clearly progeny of Mary McLeod Be-
thune, what a wonderful legacy that
was given to Dr. Height in her leader-
ship of the National Council of Negro
Women for some 40 years.

There are chapters throughout the
Nation, and I am grateful to be a mem-
ber of the Dorothy Height Chapter in
Houston, Texas. There are many, and I
must remind my colleagues and those
that are listening, that the name con-
tinues to be the National Council of
Negro Women, which was the name
that was given by Mary McLeod Be-
thune. No one dared view that as any
undermining of the dignity and pur-
pose, reliability and, of course, the
power of this organization.
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No one ran away from the word
‘“‘negro’’ because we knew that in that
word there was struggle, there was a
showing of what we overcame. And to
the instruction of Mary McLeod Be-
thune, we knew that it captured the
empowerment of women, but it also
spoke to the education of our children.
Dr. Dorothy Height was in the center
point of that.

I had the privilege of coming here to
the United States Congress and being
able to look up to Dr. Height as I got
to know her even before my congres-
sional duties. What a pleasure to be
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able to join C. DeLores Tucker at her
annual events and the National Council
of Black Political Women to deal with
her seeking empowerment for women,
and as well to be able to join with then
Betty Shabazz, Dr. Dorothy Height,
and Coretta Scott King. What a power-
ful group of women whose history par-
alleled each other, but in essence they
were sisters.

And so I rise today to be able to ac-
knowledge this glorified woman who
came eagerly to the National Council
that was headed by C. DeLores Tucker
and now by E. Faye Williams, and to be
able to thank her.

When we were looking to pass legisla-
tion to include Sojourner Truth as the
only standing figure now of an African
American woman in this United States
Congress, this great heroine, this great
woman added her leverage, her power,
her support and sisterhood to ensure
that we placed Sojourner Truth, a suf-
fragette and an abolitionist, here.

So Dr. Height, as you rest today, let
it be known that we do recommit our-
selves to the universal access of edu-
cation for all children, for the edu-
cation of America’s children, for re-
minding us that Haiti’s children—now
suffering in the wane of an earth-
quake—must be provided education,
and to be reminded that there is no
shame in being an agitator and a
provocateur and someone who fights
for freedom and justice.

We are in your debt, the godmother,
if you will, of civil rights. We will be
forever in your debt. And the women
and the men and the many different
rainbow colors of these United States
and around the world, people will be in-
debted to you for your common touch,
for your spirit, and, yes, for saving so
many of us.

May God bless your soul. May you
rest in peace as we celebrate over these
days your life. God bless you, Dr. Doro-
thy Height.

Madam Speaker, | rise in strong support of
H. Res. 1281, Honoring the life and Achieve-
ments of Dr. Dorothy Height and Recognizing
her Lifelong Dedication and Leadership in the
Struggle for Human Rights and Equality for All
People Until Her Death at Age 95 on April 20,
2010.

| was deeply saddened to learn of the death
of Dr. Dorothy I. Height who was a national
treasure and a civil rights icon. For more than
half a century, Dorothy Irene Height played a
leading role in the never ending struggle for
equality and human rights here at home and
around the world. Her life exemplifies her pas-
sionate commitment for a just society and her
vision of a better world.

Dr. Height was a social justice and civil
rights activist, a servant of the people, one
who served a number of Presidents, a human-
itarian, American, a hero, and a great patriot.
She believed in women’s rights and the em-
powerment of minorities. She was an inspira-
tion to all women. She never ran away from
the fight for justice. All of those are words
without motion, unless you had the privilege to
know Dr. Dorothy Height as | did. You would
then be captured by her charm, her energy,
her insight, her intellect and her compassion.
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Her legacy is one of a glorious and wonderful
champion of the people.

Dorothy Height witnessed or participated in
virtually every major movement for social and
political change in the last century. During the
1963 civil rights March on Washington, Doro-
thy Height was the only woman on the podium
when Martin Luther King Jr. gave his “l Have
a Dream” speech. For nearly 75 years, Doro-
thy Height fought for the equality and human
rights of all people. She was the only female
member of the “Big 6” civil rights leaders
(Whitney Young, Jr., A. Philip Randolph, Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., James Farmer, and Roy
Wilkins). Her vision and dedication made the
National Council of Negro Women the premier
organization in advocating for the health, edu-
cation, and economic empowerment for all
women of African descent around the world.

Dorothy Height was born in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, March 24, 1912, and educated in the
public schools of Rankin, Pennsylvania, a bor-
ough of Pittsburgh, where her family moved
when she was four. She established herself
early as a dedicated student with exceptional
oratorical skills. After winning a $1,000 schol-
arship in a national oratorical contest on the
United States Constitution, sponsored by the
Fraternal Order of the Elks, and compiling a
distinguished academic record, she enrolled in
New York University where she earned both
her bachelor and master's degrees in just 4
years. She continued her postgraduate studies
at Columbia University and the New York
School of Social Work.

In 1933, Dorothy Height joined the United
Christian Youth Movement of North America
where her leadership qualities earned her the
trust and confidence of her peers. It was dur-
ing this period that she began to emerge as
an effective civil rights advocate as she
worked to prevent lynching, desegregate the
Armed Forces, reform the criminal justice sys-
tem, and provide free access to public accom-
modations. In 1935, Dorothy Height was ap-
pointed by New York government officials to
deal with the aftermath of the Harlem riot of
1935.

As Vice President of the United Christian
Youth Movement of North America, Dorothy
Height was 1 of only 10 American youth dele-
gates to the 1937 World Conference on Life
and Work of the Churches held in Oxford,
England. Two years later she was selected to
represent the YWCA at the World Conference
of Christian Youth in Amsterdam, Holland.

Madam Speaker, it was in 1937, while serv-
ing as Assistant Executive Director of the Har-
lem YWCA, that Dorothy Height met Mary
McLeod Bethune, founder and president of the
National Council of Negro Women (NCNW).
Mrs. Bethune was immediately impressed with
young Dorothy Height's poise and intelligence
and invited her to join the NCNW and assist
in the quest for women’s rights to full and
equal employment, pay and education.

In 1938, Dorothy Height was 1 of 10 young
Americans invited by Eleanor Roosevelt to
Hyde Park, NY to help plan and prepare for
the World Youth Conference to be held at
Vassar College.

For the next several years, Dorothy Height
served in a dual role: as a YWCA staff mem-
ber and NCNW volunteer, integrating her train-
ing as a social worker and her commitment to
rise above the limitations of race and sex. She
rose quickly through the ranks of the YWCA,
from working at the Emma Ransom House in
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Harlem to the Executive Directorship of the
Phyllis Wheatley YWCA in Washington, DC, to
the YWCA National headquarters office.

For 33 years, from 1944 through 1977,
Dorothy Height served on the staff of the Na-
tional Board of the YWCA and held several
leadership positions in public affairs and lead-
ership training and as Director of the National
YWCA School for Professional Workers. In
1965, she was named Director of the Center
for Racial Justice, a position she held until her
retirement.

In 1952, Dorothy Height lived in India,
where she worked as a visiting professor in
the Delhi School of Social Work at the Univer-
sity of Delhi, which was founded by the
YWCAs of India, Burma and Ceylon. She
would become renowned for her internation-
alism and humanitarianism. She traveled
around the world expanding the work of the
YWCA. She conducted a well-received study
of the training of women’s organizations in five
African countries: Liberia, Ghana, Guinea, Si-
erra Leone, and Nigeria under the Committee
of Correspondence.

Dorothy Height loved and led her sorority,
Delta Sigma Theta. She was elected National
President of the sorority in 1947 and served in
that capacity until 1956. She led the sorority to
a new level of organizational development, ini-
tiation eligibility, and social action throughout
her term. Her leadership training skills, social
work background and knowledge of vol-
unteerism benefited the sorority as it moved
into a new era of activism on the national and
international scene.

In 1957, Dorothy Height was elected the
fourth National President of NCNW and
served in that position for 40 years, when she
became Chair of the Board and President
Emerita.

In 1960, Dorothy Height was the woman
team member leader in the United Civil Rights
Leadership along with Martin Luther King,
Whitney H. Young, A. Philip Randolph, James
Farmer, Roy Wilkins and JOHN LEWIS. In 1961,
while Dorothy Height was participating in
major Civil Rights leadership, she led NCNW
to deal with unmet needs among women and
their families to combat hunger, develop coop-
erative pig banks, and provided families with
community freezers and showers.

In 1964, after the passage of the Civil
Rights Act, Dorothy Height with Polly Cowan,
an NCNW Board Member, organized teams of
women of different races and faith as
“Wednesdays in Mississippi” to assist in the
freedom schools and open communication be-
tween women of difference races. The work-
shops which followed stressed the need for
decent housing which became the basis for
NCNW in partnership with the Department of
Housing and Urban Development to develop
Turnkey Ill Home Ownership for low income
families in Gulfport, Mississippi.

In 1970, Dorothy Height directed the series
of activities culminating in the YWCA Conven-
tion adopting as its “One Imperative” to the
elimination of racism. That same year she also
established the Women’s Center for Education
and Career Advancement in New York City to
prepare women for entry level jobs. This expe-
rience led her in 1975 to collaborate with Pace
College to establish a course of study leading
to the Associate Degree for Professional Stud-
ies (AAPS).

In 1975, Dorothy Height participated in the
Tribunal at the International Women’s Year
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Conference of the United Nations in Mexico
City. As a result of this experience, NCNW
was awarded a grant from the United States
Agency for International Development (USAID)
to hold a conference within the conference for
women from the United States, African coun-
tries, South America, Mexico and the Carib-
bean. This was followed with a site visit with
50 of the women to visit with rural women in
Mississippi. Under the auspices of the USAID,
Dorothy Height lectured in South Africa after
addressing the National Convention of the
Black Women’s Federation of South Africa
near Johannesburg (1977). Since 1986, she
has worked tirelessly to strengthen the Black
family.

Madam Speaker, under the leadership of
Dorothy Height:

NCNW achieved tax-exempt status in 1966;

NCNW dedicated the statue of Mary
McLeod Bethune in Lincoln Park, Washington
D.C. in 1974; the first woman to be so hon-
ored on public land in the Nation’s Capital;

Developed model national and community-
based programs ranging from teen-age par-
enting to pig “banks”—which addressed hun-
ger in rural areas;

Established the Bethune Museum and Ar-
chives for Black Women, the first institution
devoted to black women’s history;

Established the Bethune Council House as
a national historic site;

Transformed NCNW into an issue-oriented
political organization, sponsoring “Wednes-
days in Mississippi” when interracial groups of
women would help out at Freedom Schools;
organizing voter registration drives in the
South; and fostering communications between
black and white women.

Established the Black Family Reunion Cele-

bration in 1986 to reinforce the historic
strengths and traditional values of the Black
family.

Among the major awards bestowed upon
Dorothy Irene Height in gratitude and appre-
ciation for her service to our nation and the
world are the following:

Presidential Medal of Freedom presented by
President Bill Clinton;

Congressional Gold Medal presented by
President George W. Bush;

John F. Kennedy Memorial Award;

NAACP—Spingarn Medal;

Hadassah Myrtle Wreath of Achievement;

Ministerial Interfaith Association Award;

Ladies Home Journal—Woman of the Year;

Congressional Black Caucus—Decades of
Service;

President Ronald Reagan—Citizens Medal;

Franklin Roosevelt—Freedom Medal;

Essence Award; and the

Camille Cosby World of Children Award.

Dorothy Height was also elected to the Na-
tional Women’s Hall of Fame and is the recipi-
ent of 36 honorary degrees from colleges and
universities as diverse as Tuskegee Univer-
sity, Harvard University, Spelman College,
Princeton University, Bennett College, Pace
University, Lincoln University, Columbia Uni-
versity Howard University, New York Univer-
sity, Morehouse College, and Meharry Medical
College.

Madam Speaker, Dorothy Height has wit-
nessed or participated in virtually every major
movement for social and political change in
the last century. For nearly 75 years, Dorothy
Height has fought for the equality and human
rights of all people. She was the only female
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member of the “Big 6” civil rights leaders
(Whitney Young, Jr., A. Philip Randolph, Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., James Farmer, and Roy
Wilkins). Her vision and dedication made
NCNW the premier organization in advocating
for the health, education and economic em-
powerment for all women of African descent
around the world.

Thank you, Dorothy Height, for your service
to our nation. You have made America a bet-
ter place for all persons of all races, religions,
and backgrounds. You have mentored hun-
dreds, been a role model to thousands, and a
hero to millions. You are an American original.
| am glad to count you as a friend.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 17 minutes re-
maining; the gentleman from Michigan
has 5%2 minutes remaining.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, I
continue to reserve.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I am
delighted to recognize our former State
senator, former ambassador, and now a
Member of Congress, who has served
here with such distinction, DIANE WAT-
SON, Hollywood, California. I yield her
1 minute.

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I
come to contribute and to continue to
contribute to a woman that really was
the matriarch of the American civil
rights movement, And I want you to
know her crusade for racial justice and
gender equality spanned more than six
decades.

This is a fact you need to know: it
was at age 19 that Mrs. McLeod saw the
leadership, the skill, and the brilliance
of Dorothy Height. She was 19 years old
when Mary McLeod Bethune passed the
mantle of leadership over to her, and
she held it high and she served all peo-
ple well.

I just want you to know that I found
out, with a little research, that my
grandmother went to school with Mary
McLeod Bethune, and she used to tell
us about her when we were 3 years old,
my sister and I. And so it was many,
many decades ago that the leadership
was struck, and we stand on her shoul-
ders.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, I
yield to Mr. CONYERS an additional 10
minutes and ask unanimous consent
that he be allowed to control that
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONYERS. I want to thank
Judge POE for his generosity.

At this time, I am going to yield 2
minutes to DONNA EDWARDS of Mary-
land.

Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

I rise today to mourn and to join our
Nation in mourning Dr. Dorothy
Height. She was an American icon who
dedicated her life to racial justice and
to gender equality. And at a time when
women and African Americans were re-
garded as second class citizens, this
strong, powerful, beautiful African
American woman stood up for us and
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she strove to change that and rose to
become a key figure in the civil rights
movement, meeting with first ladies
and Presidents and heads of state.

I want to step back for a minute be-
cause I look back fondly to the time
when I first met Dr. Height, and it was
more than 20 years ago as a young ad-
vocate working on domestic violence.
It was through Dr. Height’s voice and
her leadership and her kindness and
generosity of intellect and of spirit
that enabled me to become a really
strong advocate for domestic violence
and to speak on behalf of the needs of
African American women and women
of color in a feminist movement that
was not always open to those kinds of
voices. It was really Dr. Height who en-
abled us to meet those challenges with
our other feminist colleagues. And so I
regard Dr. Height as a strong woman of
color in the civil rights movement, but
also a really strong feminist and a
committed feminist.

Just a few weeks ago, I greeted Dr.
Height when she was out in my con-
gressional district with her beloved
Deltas. She was feeling as strong and
healthy then and healthy of spirit and
mind and intellect as she always had
been. And so with that, I rise to re-
member her, to value her, and as a nov-
ice political leader, to know that when
it really counted, Dr. Height was on
my side, too.

Mr. POE of Texas. I continue to re-
serve my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, it is
my distinct honor to recognize our
Speaker of the House, NANCY PELOSI,
for 1 minute.

Ms. PELOSI. I thank the chairman
for yielding and for giving us this op-
portunity to honor the life, legacy, and
contributions of the godmother of the
civil rights movement and a champion
of social justice, Dr. Dorothy Height.
Her loss is felt by all of us who knew
her, respected her, and followed in her
footsteps; but it is also felt by people
who may never know her name, but for
whom she worked, for whom she led,
and for whom she made a difference.
The Nation mourns the passing of this
giant of American history; and our
thoughts and prayers are with her fam-
ily, friends, and the loved ones of this
extraordinary woman.

Men and women of every race and
faith are heirs to the work, passion,
and legacy of Dorothy Height. From
her earliest days as an activist, she
fought for equality under the law for
every American, recognizing that the
battle for civil rights extended to Afri-
can American women and anyone de-
nied the chance to succeed because of
who they are.

For four decades, she stood at the
helm of the National Council of Negro
Women, continuing the struggle for an
America that lived up to the ideals of
liberty and opportunity for all. In
every fight, Dorothy Height turned the
tides of history toward progress. Be-
cause of what she achieved, schools are
no longer separate and unequal, and
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the voting booth is open to all striving
to participate in our democracy. Be-
cause of what she did, a steady job and
a decent home are not limited to a per-
son based on their background, color of
their skin, or means.

Today, we live in an America Doro-
thy Height helped to build, a Nation
defined by equality, shaped by civil
rights, and driven by the pursuit of jus-
tice for all. The pledge we take every
day, “liberty and justice for all,” that
is what Dorothy Height was about.

I was very proud to join President
Bush and the House and Senate, Demo-
crats and Republicans, in 2004 when we
presented the Congressional Gold
Medal, the highest civilian honor Con-
gress can bestow, on Dr. Dorothy
Height. At that time, President George
W. Bush said, ‘‘In the presence of Doro-
thy Height, you realize you’re in the
presence of grace. But you’ve got to re-
alize that behind that grace there is a
will of steel and absolute determina-
tion.” The President later quoted from
her book, but then he went on to say
how Dorothy Height ‘‘always stressed
the importance of institutions closest
to us: our families, our churches and
our neighborhoods.” He said: ‘‘She un-
derstands that those institutions are
important in shaping the character of
an individual, and therefore the char-
acter of the Nation.”

President Bush—President of the
United States, imagine—even quoted
Dorothy Height’s memoir where she
wrote: ‘It is in the neighborhood and
communities where the world begins.
That is where children grow and fami-
lies are developed, where people exer-
cise the power to change their lives,”’
President of the United States quoting
Dorothy Height as we presented her
with a Congressional Gold Medal.

It is important to note that with all
of those honors, it was also a pleasure
for us to hear from Dr. Alexis Herman;
she was the Secretary of Labor. Sec-
retary Herman was very, very close
personally and professionally, in every
way, to Dorothy Height. And at that
time she sang her praises and talked
about what she did in the civil rights
movement and what she did to advance
women and young girls and the rest,
but she also talked about how she
made the best sweet potato pie. So per-
sonally, professionally, patriotically,
Dorothy Height was all systems go.

I have been passed a note because 1
was asking about a film that I recently
saw on TV that I hope can be available
now again. It is called, ‘““The Life and
Surprising Times of Dorothy Height.”
It is an inspirational presentation of
the life of a person, a person who was
instilled by her own mother with the
idea that she could do whatever she set
out to do and had a responsibility to do
SO.

Over Dorothy Height’s lifetime in the
trenches for social justice, human
rights, and equality, Dorothy Height
advocated on behalf of our neighbor-
hoods and our communities. She stood
tall for our children and families. She
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truly exercised her power to change
lives.

As we state in our resolution today:
“Dr. Height was a tenacious and zeal-
ous civil rights activist, social worker,
advocate, educator, and organizer in
the quest for equality.” And I join my
colleague, Congresswoman EDWARDS, in
focusing on that equality for women as
well.

I last saw Dorothy Height about a
month ago at the 70th birthday party
for JOHN LEWIS, our colleague. As oth-
ers regaled us about stories of the civil
rights movement, there she sat, as dig-
nified as a queen reigning over the pro-
ceedings, one who had seen it all, seen
the struggle, seen the change, and now
recognized then by the Congress of the
United States and now in her passing
by the entire Nation.

Our country is better off because of
Dorothy Height’s commitment, com-
passion, grace and patriotism. We will
miss her tenacity and zeal for the fight
for equality—our Nation’s heritage and
our hope. We will each take inspiration
from the story of progress and her
countless victories for the American
people.

[ 1300

Mr. POE of Texas. I continue to re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to my friend
and colleague from Michigan, CAROLYN
CHEEKS KILPATRICK, a distinguished
member of the Appropriations Com-
mittee and an activist in her own
right.

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I thank the
gentleman for yielding us the addi-
tional time. I appreciate it very much.

Madam Speaker, I have known the
honorable Dorothy Irene Height for
many years. This last weekend, several
of us went to Bennett College for
Women in Greensboro, North Carolina.

I was a speaker at the Heights of Ex-
cellence Scholarship Luncheon for the
young women who go to that univer-
sity. It was quite an honor for us to
pay homage to Dr. Height—quiet, cou-
rageous. Just imagine 70 years ago
when she stepped out as a woman,
working with leaders—speaking, giv-
ing, organizing, and teaching. Here we
are, in 2010, wanting to be like Dorothy
Irene Height.

I want to honor former Secretary
Alexis Herman, who served as her
adopted daughter and who was with her
for all of these years as we have served
here in Washington.

I also honor Dr. Barbara Skinner,
who worked tirelessly and who sur-
rounded Dr. Height in prayer for the
last 3 weeks, 24 hours a day.

Thank you, my sisters. Let us rise up
and have the strength that Dr. Height
showed each of us.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. CONYERS. I yield the gentle-
woman an additional 30 seconds.

Ms. KILPATRICK of Michigan. Dr.
Height, you are in all of us, and as we
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go forward as women—as Congress-
women, as mothers—and as we raise
the young children to be future Dr.
Heights, just know that the height of
excellence will remain in each of us.

Rest in peace, our dear, beloved
mother. Join Rosa Parks, Harriet Tub-
man, and the others who have gone be-
fore.

Mr. POE of Texas. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. I am pleased now to
yield 1 minute to my colleague, the
gentlewoman from Wisconsin, GWEN
MOORE.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Thank you
so much.

Madam Speaker, Dr. Dorothy Height
gave not only her height but loaned her
depth and breadth and width and
weight and length of service to the
civil rights movement and to gender
equality. Mother to no children, wife to
no one, she was queen mother, nur-
turer, and lover of the civil rights
movement through seven decades of ad-
vocacy. Although she was the queen,
she treated each one she encountered
with equity, and it was my privilege to
bow down to her each time I encoun-
tered her.

Thank God for the life of Dr. Dorothy
Height, and thank God for her legacy.
May her life be more than a memory.
May it be a compelling force to press
on in the unfinished work of the civil
rights and gender equality movement.

Mr. POE of Texas. I continue to re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 1 minute to the chair
of the Congressional Black Caucus, the
distinguished gentlelady from Oakland,
California, BARBARA LEE.

Ms. LEE of California. I want to
thank the gentleman from Michigan
for yielding and for his leadership, Con-
gressman JOHN CONYERS, one of the
great civil rights leaders.

Madam Speaker, I also want to say,
as we think about and honor and
mourn, yes, and celebrate her life, Dr.
Height was one of our greatest civil
rights leaders, a woman, who often-
times, with the great men of the civil
rights movement, had to make sure
that a woman’s voice, an African
American woman’s voice, was heard.

Dr. Height wore many hats literally
and figuratively. I am going to miss
her so much.

A couple of months ago, she insisted
that 1 participate in the National
Council of Negro Women’s annual con-
ference in Maryland. Dr. Height, of
course, knows the schedule here on the
Hill, and said, Well, just come out for
the breakfast.

I said, Okay, Dr. Height.

I got there at, maybe, 7 o’clock in the
morning. She was there to greet me at
7 a.m.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. CONYERS. I yield the gentle-
woman an additional 30 seconds.

Ms. LEE of California. You knew you
were in the presence of greatness when
you were with Dr. Height.
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Whenever we called on Dr. Height,
she was there to support our efforts.
Just recently, for example, she joined
the Congressional Black Caucus in our
efforts here on the Hill to support the
2010 census. Her passion was an inspira-
tion to all of us here in Congress. It is
hard to imagine that, in the thirties,
she provided a resistance movement in
her efforts to desegregate the YWCA.

We are going to deeply miss her. We
love her. We celebrate her life and
mourn her death.

Madam Speaker, | rise today in support and
as an original co-sponsor of this resolution
honoring the life and legacy of a true Amer-
ican treasure—Dr. Dorothy Irene Height. |
want to thank my colleagues MARCIA FUDGE
and her staff and our leadership for working
so quickly to get this resolution to the House
floor. Today, | join with my House colleagues,
the Congressional Black Caucus and people
around the world as we celebrate the life of
Dr. Height.

A Matriarch of the Civil Right Movement,
staunch advocate for women’s rights and all-
around Grand Dame, Dr. Height was a bold
and brilliant African American Woman, who
blazed many trails and opened many doors so
that we all may lead freer and more pros-
perous lives.

Throughout her life, Dr. Height wore many
hats-both literally and figuratively—with ele-
gance and dignity, excellence and determina-
tion. From her legendary stewardship as the
National President and Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc., to her unprecedented 41-year ten-
ure at the helm of the National Council of
Negro Women, Dr. Height was a woman of
courage and strength.

Dr. Height's commitment to equality was re-
flected in so many of her pursuits. In the
1930s, Dr. Height traveled across the United
States to encourage YWCA chapters to
implemet interracial charters. After dedicating
more than 60 years of her life to the YWCA,
Dr. Height remained proudest of her efforts to
direct YWCA’s attention to issues of civil rights
and racial justice. She was so committed to
this work in fact, that the YWCA named Dr.
Height the first director of its new Center for
Racial Justice in 1965.

As a leader of the United Christian Youth
Movement of North America, Dr. Height
worked to desegregate the armed forces, pre-
vent lynching, reform the criminal justice sys-
tem, and establish free access to public ac-
commodations. At a time when racial segrega-
tion was the standard and resistance to inte-
gration was often fierce, Dr. Height forever re-
mained true to her convictions, even when it
was not the comfortable thing to do.

A life-time advocate for peace, equality, and
justice, Dr. Height was especially committed to
empowering women and girls. She stood toe-
to-toe with male civil rights leaders, steadfast
in her dedication to ensure that black women’s
needs were addressed. She was forever dedi-
cated to helping women achieve full and equal
employment, pay, and education.

As the National President of the National
Council of Negro Women, Dr. Height led the
NCNW in helping women and families combat
hunger. She also established the Women’s
Center for Education and Career Advance-
ment in New York City to prepare women for
entry level jobs. During her tenure as Presi-
dent of the NCNW, they were able to buy a
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beautiful building just a few blocks away from
here at 633 Pennsylvania Avenue—a site
where slave traders legally operated what was
known as the “Center Slave Market”. To this
day it is the only African American-owned
building on Pennsylvania Avenue, proving that
she was not only a great leader, but an astute
business woman as well.

Dr. Height remained a fighter until her last
breath. During my time here in Congress and
particularly as chair of the Congressional
Black Caucus. | always knew that | could call
on Dr. Height and she would be there to sup-
port our efforts.

Last year, she attended President Barack
Obama’s first signing of a bill into law at the
White House—the Lilly Ledbetter Act. She
was present for the unveiling of the Shirley
Chisholm portrait and the bust of Sojourner
Truth here in the Capitol. She worked dili-
gently on various issues with the Black Wom-
en’s Roundtable and the Black Leadership
Forum and often participated in panels here
on Capitol Hill. Just recently, she joined us in
our efforts to support the 2010 Census.

Her passion was an inspiration to all of us
here in Congress, and | was honored and priv-
ileged to call her a mentor and friend.

With the passing of Dr. Height, our Nation
mourns the loss of a true national treasure.
Dr. Height's leadership in the struggle for
equality and human rights serves as an inspi-
ration to all Americans. Her undying commit-
ment to a just society and her vision for a bet-
ter would undergirds the work of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, and the CBC is deeply
grateful for her mentorship, wisdom, and guid-
ance.

Today we mourn the loss, but celebrate the
life and legacy of Dr. Height—a visionary and
great humanitarian who gave us all so much.
We love you Dr. Height and we promise to
continue your legacy of service to all human
kind.

| yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. I continue to re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
North Carolina, Judge BUTTERFIELD.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Let me thank
the chairman, my good friend Mr. CON-
YERS, for yielding me the time.

Mr. CONYERS, I didn’t want our fe-
male colleagues to have a monopoly on
the floor today. Plus, I wanted to come
down and say a few words about Dr.
Dorothy Height.

Madam Speaker, I had the privilege
of knowing Dr. Height for at least 50
years. She and my mother, as well as
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune, were very
good friends. They were all active par-
ticipants in the National Council of
Negro Women.

In the early 1950s, I would come to
Washington, D.C., with my mother to
attend those meetings. It was Dorothy
Height and Mary McLeod Bethune who
opened up the Willard Hotel for the
women to have their convention. At
that time, hotels in D.C. were seg-
regated, and it was Dr. Height who
helped open up the Willard Hotel for
that purpose. At that time, she was
helping to build the organization on be-
half of Dr. Bethune, who was beginning
to fail.
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When I came to Congress 6 years ago,
I brought with me a picture of the or-
ganization that was taken in 1942. 1
went over and presented it to Dorothy
Height. She immediately recognized
the picture and told me that it was
taken in front of the Department of
Labor in 1942. When I asked her where
she was in the picture, Dr. Height told
me, Well, honey, I was inside, doing the
work of the organization while the
members were outside, taking the pic-
ture.

Thank you for the time, Mr. CON-
YERS. This was a lifetime of service to
the American people and to African
American women. I want to thank her
for her service to equality, fairness,
and inclusion.

Mr. POE of Texas. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I am
delighted to yield 1 minute to the gen-
tlewoman from the Virgin Islands, Dr.
DONNA CHRISTENSEN.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman, for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I rise today with my
colleagues in support of this resolution
honoring Dr. Dorothy Irene Height,
who is the godmother of the women’s
movement, a leader in the fight for
equality and justice for all Americans,
one of the civil rights movement’s
greatest pioneers, and a true drum
major of justice to the very end. It is
because of her unwavering dedication,
dogged determination, and invaluable
leadership that many of us stand
proudly here today. She motivated and
inspired men and women of all creeds
and colors here and the world over.

Today, our entire Nation stands with
us to commemorate the passing of our
beloved leader. While we mourn her
loss, we joyously celebrate her full giv-
ing and meaningful life and her selfless
visionary and rich legacy. She has
passed the torch to those of us who re-
main. Let us carry it with pride.

My family, my staff, and the people
of the Virgin Islands join me today in
extending our deepest condolences to
her family and loved ones.

Mr. POE of Texas. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan has 5 minutes
remaining.

Mr. CONYERS. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, the recitations of
many of the Members in memory of
Dorothy Height have been marked by
the personal knowledge and their own
intimate relationship with her. I am no
different from the rest.

I knew and worked with her on a reg-
ular basis. She was attending all of the
functions. Up until recently, I could
see her anywhere in Washington if
there was a civil rights event or wom-
en’s event, a national event, and so it
was good to see her. Sure, she was
slowing down, but most of us are any-
way, so I appreciated that she was as
stylish as has been referred to as al-
ways. She always had that spirit, and
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it is with great pleasure that I remem-
ber through the many occasions, start-
ing from our first public meeting at the
March on Washington in 1963. She, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Rosa
Parks were very important figures as I
participated in the struggle that would
lead to the culmination of the great
civil rights movement in American his-
tory. It is with fond memory that I re-
member her activity, her friendship,
her helpfulness. I think that there may
be some kind of national commemora-
tion for her that might be appropriate
now that we’ve reviewed all of the med-
als, commendations, and awards that
she has received thus far.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. I am pleased now to
yield 1 minute to the majority leader
of the House, the gentleman from
Maryland, the great STENY HOYER.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the chairman
for yielding.

I want to thank Chairman CONYERS
for his extraordinary leadership on be-
half of the rights of all peoples. His
role in the civil rights movement has
been extraordinary, and it continues to
this date.

Madam Speaker, I rise on behalf of
this resolution and in memory of an ex-
traordinary woman.

I had the privilege of knowing Doro-
thy Height for some four decades. That
does not mean that I saw her regularly
during those four decades, but I saw
her frequently during those four dec-
ades. She also exuded the positive, con-
structive approach that she took to
solving problems, to bringing people
together. The historian Taylor Branch
rightly called Dr. Height’s brothers and
sisters in the civil rights movement
the ‘“‘modern founders of democracy.”

Today, we honor the legacy that she
leaves behind. What a wonderful, long,
productive, constructive, important
life we honor in Dorothy Height.

Dorothy Height was an extraor-
dinarily gracious human being. When
meeting with her, I never failed to
leave her side and not feel better. I
would feel better about the relation-
ship that I had with her and that she
had with others as I saw her interface
with others in the room, in the crowd,
in the meeting. Dorothy Height was
and is a giant. The Washington Post
had on its front page today a very large
picture of Dorothy Height. It was ap-
propriate that, in the Nation’s capital,
Dorothy Height would be given such
prominence, not for her death but for
the life that she lived, for the contribu-
tions she made.

We are all better for Dorothy
Height’s life. We are all freer for Doro-
thy Height’s life. We were lifted as a
society by Dorothy Height and by
those with whom she worked from a
segregated society where the percep-
tion was that some Americans were not
equal to other Americans. That was
contrary to the premise articulated by
Thomas Jefferson but not lived out by
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Thomas Jefferson and our Founding
Fathers. Their premise was accurate,
but their practice was not. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr.; Dorothy Height; JOHN
CONYERS; JOHN LEWIS, who serves with
us; JIM CLYBURN, our whip; and so
many others called America’s atten-
tion to the fact that it was not living
out the reality of its promise, not just
to African Americans but to all Ameri-
cans.

Dorothy Height showed extraor-
dinary courage and conviction in the
face of bigotry and discrimination.
Like so many in this body who faced
bigotry and discrimination, they did
not allow that to poison their souls.
They did not allow that to diminish
their relationships even with those
whom they saw as oppressors. To that
extent, they rose above the conduct di-
rected at them in order to change that
conduct through love and positive en-
gagement. Dorothy Height is a perfect
example to all of us, young and old,
who are participating in this society
which, unfortunately, too often we see
today falls into anger and confronta-
tion rather than civility and discus-
sion.
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I am worried about the anger that I
see in the society today. In some re-
spects I think not justified at the level
that we find it. Yes, there is room for
disagreement, but Dorothy Height
shows us that notwithstanding the fact
that there may be disagreement, not-
withstanding the fact that there may
be people who do not treat us as we
would want to be treated, that the way
to solve that is to do so constructively
and civilly with debate that states the
facts and the truth but does not de-
volve into hate and division.

So I am pleased to join my friend
JOHN CONYERS. I came to Congress
some 30 years ago, and we were talking
about making Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s birthday a national holiday, not a
holiday to play but a holiday to recog-
nize the contribution that was made
then and the work that still remains to
be done. JOHN CONYERS had me out in
front of the Capitol on January 15 or
close to that time every year, and I
was so proud to stand with him and say
to America let us recognize those who,
as Taylor Branch has said, are the
modern founders of democracy.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your
leadership. Thank you for bringing this
resolution to the floor to recognize an
extraordinary, wonderful, lovely person
whose spirit enriched us all and en-
riched our country.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT).

Mrs. BIGGERT. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

I had to come down to the floor just
to support this resolution.

I served as the co-chair of the 107th
Women’s Caucus, along with Juanita
Millender-McDonald, and as we sat
down to plan the events for the year,
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the first name that appeared on our
list was Dr. Dorothy Height. We had
that event over in one of the hotels on
the Hill, and it was the most inter-
esting thing that I have been to. Doro-
thy Height was in her hat, as she al-
ways wore a hat. We all arrived in our
hats. And I still have that hat hanging
on my coat hanger in my house here in
Washington, and every time I see it I
always think of her.

Here was a person that had such a
dramatic effect on our country. Such a
strong personality, but everything that
she did was with such great gracious-
ness. And think of the times that she
saw in her 98 years and what transpired
in this country. And I think that Jua-
nita Millender-McDonald would have
been the first one down here too if she
had not also passed on.

So that was a great year and it start-
ed off with a great event to have this
wonderful person, Dorothy Height, be
the speaker at our first event. And she
did that with such grace, such
gentleness; yet she always was very
strong on her beliefs. And I would call
her a change agent, but she did so with
the civility that we don’t often see, al-
most the white gloves mentality and
the hats and the type of person that
she was.

So I just wanted to come down and
say that I really support that resolu-
tion and thank you for doing it.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, 1
have no further requests for time, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time to
close.

I want to once again voice my sup-
port of this resolution. Dr. Height died
at 98. The most important influential
person in my life was my grandmother,
who lived to her late 90s as well. Chair-
man CONYERS would like to know, of
course, that she was a Roosevelt Demo-
crat, never forgave me for being a Re-
publican, but once we got past that,
she made a lot of comments that influ-
enced me and made a lot of statements
that were true then and are true now.

She said that ‘‘there is nothing more
powerful than a woman who has made
up her mind.” I think that definition
fits Dr. Dorothy Height. She made up
her mind about two issues: civil rights
and the equality of women in our soci-
ety.

So today we honor her. I support this
resolution and I urge its adoption.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I
would like to close by thanking all the
presenters, particularly singling out
my dear friend on the Judiciary Com-
mittee, Judge POE, who has done a very
good job here.

It occurred to me that Dorothy
Height has already received so many
awards, commendations, citations dur-
ing her lifetime that if the distin-
guished President of the United States
were to ask us what further could be
done, I would recommend that there be
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some Kkind of event, bipartisan obvi-
ously, but one that draws in Americans
who may not have participated in the
struggles and the experiences that dis-
tinguished Dorothy Height’s long ca-
reer, and that might be a wonderful
way for her to be remembered, as she
no doubt will in the course of history
as more and more historical books are
written about her contribution going
all the way back to the 1930s.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker,
our Nation mourns the loss of one of our most
influential civil rights leaders, Dr. Dorothy I.
Height, a native of Richmond, Virginia. Dr.
Height spent the better part of her lifetime
working to ensure that others would have the
freedom to accomplish their dreams. As the
only woman in the inner circle of leaders of
the Civil Rights Movement, her presence pro-
vided the much needed female perspective on
decisions made in the struggle to achieve
equal rights for all Americans. Even though
she was on the dais with Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. as he delivered his “| Have a Dream”
Speech in 1963, her integral role in the move-
ment was not always known to the general
public. That role was finally recognized nation-
ally when President Clinton awarded Dr.
Height the Medal of Freedom in 1994 and
Congress awarded her the Congressional
Gold Medal in 2004.

Dr. Height was an outspoken advocate for
racial and gender equality both before and
after the Civil Rights Movement. Her life of so-
cial activism spanned eight decades. From
working as a caseworker with the New York
City Welfare Department to her four decades
as president of the National Council for Negro
Women to serving as national president of
Delta Sigma Theta, Dr. Height's life has
touched countless Americans. Political leaders
and heavyweights, such as Eleanor Roosevelt
and Presidents Eisenhower and Johnson, reg-
ularly sought out her counsel and wisdom.
Yesterday’s loss is a heavy one. America
owes Dr. Height a heavy debt of gratitude for
her lifetime of selfless service to her fellow citi-
zens. Our Nation is a better place because of
her. She will be greatly missed.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| am deeply saddened by the passing of leg-
endary civil rights pioneer Dr. Dorothy Irene
Height. | extend my heartfelt condolences to
the family and friends of Dr. Height as our Na-
tion mourns the loss of a true visionary, cham-
pion, and leader in the fight for civil rights and
justice for all Americans.

Dr. Height began her career as a civil rights
activist when she joined the National Council
of Negro Women. She would later serve as
president of the organization from 1957-1998.
In her position with the Council, which con-
nected nearly 4 million women worldwide, she
tackled issues that affected women, including
child care for working mothers, health and nu-
trition and providing adequate housing for fam-
ilies in need.

She also served as National President of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated from
1946-1957. She remained active with Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority throughout her life.
While there she developed leadership training
programs and interracial and ecumenical edu-
cation programs.

Widely recognized as one of the founding
members of the Civil Rights movement, Dr.
Height was awarded the Presidential Medal of
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Freedom in 1994 by President Bill Clinton. In
2004, she also received the Congressional
Gold Medal.

In 1998, she told People magazine, “l want
to be remembered as someone who used her-
self and anything she could touch to work for
justice and freedom. . . . | want to be remem-
bered as one who tried.” There is no doubt
that Dr. Height will be remembered as some-
one who not only tried, but went a step be-
yond to secure liberty and justice for all Ameri-
cans.

Dr. Dorothy Height’s leadership in the strug-
gle for equality and justice for all people will
continue to serve as an inspiration to our Na-
tion.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam
Speaker, today | rise to honor the life and leg-
acy of one of the most prominent figures of
the Civil Rights Movement, Dr. Dorothy Irene
Height.

Dr. Height, a leading voice during the civil
rights era, worked side by side with Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and other pioneers to bring
about social justice and equality for African-
Americans. Having faced racism much of her
young life, she received a scholarship from
Barnard College; however, she was turned
away because the two-person quota for ac-
cepting black females had been reached . . .
further thrusting her to fight vigorously to elimi-
nate racial and gender inequality.

Dr. Height, described as the “glue” that held
together the family of black civil rights leaders,
was the most influential and often the only fe-
male voice at the table working to emphasize
and amplify social injustice across this coun-
try.

Familiar with the strength, compassion and
courage of women such as Fannie Lou
Hamer, at the height of the civil rights move-
ment, Dr. Height helped to organize “Wednes-
days in Mississippi”, a project to create a dia-
logue of understanding between both inter-
racial and interfaith groups from the North and
South.

Dr. Height, through her selfless acts and
noble devotion to the movement, encouraged
President Dwight D. Eisenhower to deseg-
regate schools and President Lyndon B. John-
son to appoint African-American women to po-
sitions in government in the 1960s.

Dr. Height rose through the ranks of leader-
ship and became the President of the National
Council of Negro Women (NCNW) while si-
multaneously leading the Young Women'’s
Christian Association (YWCA), an organization
she had been discriminated against by as a
child.

Additionally, Dr. Height served as the Na-
tional President of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Incorporated from 1946—-1957 and later helped
from the National Black Family Reunion that
celebrated and promoted the tradition, tenacity
and history of the black family.

Today, | would like to honor the life and
eternal legacy of one of our Nation’s greatest
heroes and humanitarians.

Dr. Height's legacy as one of the 20th cen-
tury’s social justice giants will live forever. Her
lifetime of contributions to education, gender
equality and broad civil rights issues inspires
all, as she was not afraid to tackle the biggest,
most looming issues of her day.

For that, we are grateful and eternally in-
debted.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to express my strong support for
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H. Res 1281, Honoring the life and achieve-
ments of Dr. Dorothy Irene Height. | would
also like to commend Representative FUDGE,
the sponsor of this resolution, for her commit-
ment to preserving the accomplishments of Dr.
Height.

Madam Speaker, as a life-long crusader for
women’s rights, civil rights, racial justice and
gender equality, the legacy of Dr. Height's ef-
forts can be seen in many facets of American
life, from school integration to voting rights,
and fair labor standards.

Born in Richmond, VA in 1912, Dr. Height,
the valedictorian of her high school class,
soon encountered the first of many obstacles
to equality that she would face, after being de-
nied entrance to Barnard College due to dis-
criminatory admissions practices. She later
went on to graduate from New York University
in 1932 and earned a masters degree in edu-
cational psychology the following year. In-
spired by the efforts of Adam Clayton Powell
Sr. and Mary McLeod Bethune, the president
of the Harlem YWCA, she took as job on the
staff of the YWCA in 1944, where she re-
mained until 1975. From her position on the
YWCA staff, Dr. Height was instrumental in
providing leadership training and education,
eventually organizing and directing the
YWCA'’s Center for Racial Justice.

In 1957, Dr. Height was named the fourth
president of the National Council of Negro
Women, a position she maintained through the
height of the civil rights movement. Over the
next four decades, she would use her influ-
ence to develop a national platform for a wide
range of issues regarding civil rights. The cre-
ator of programs such as Wednesdays in Mis-
sissippi, this 1960s effort brought together
interracial groups of women to volunteer at
Freedom schools and with voter registration
drives, to improve education and civil rights
across the State. She would later oversee the
“pig bank” program through the 70s and 80s.
The program was designed as a sustainable
initiative to provide pigs to poor families
throughout Mississippi.

Madam Speaker, although Dr. Height's work
never drew the national recognition of other
well known civil rights activists, her efforts
have not gone unnoticed. This did not trouble
her, however, as she once said, “If you worry
about who is going to get credit, you don’t get
much work done”.

She would go on to receive several honors
including the Presidential Citizens Medal in
1989, the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Freedom
from Want Award in 1993, and the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom in 1994. | applaud
the House of Representatives for honoring Dr.
Height's lifetime of leadership, her many cul-
tural contributions to American society, and
her service to her fellow citizens. Please join
me in supporting this resolution.

Mr. CANTOR. Madam Speaker, today, | am
honored to commemorate the life and many
achievements of Dr. Dorothy lIrene Height.
Born in my hometown of Richmond, Virginia
on March 24, 1912, Dr. Height became a lead-
er and national champion of the civil rights
movement.

As one of the only women at the table when
contemporaries like Reverend Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. and others were formulating
plans for the civil rights movement, Dr. Height
distinguished herself as a civil rights activist
and leader. Faced with many obstacles, Doro-
thy overcame each and every challenge taking
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on many leadership roles throughout her ca-
reer, including President of the National Coun-
cil of Negro Women (NCNW), President of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, and her thirty-
three years of service with the Young Wom-
en’s Christian Association (YWCA).

Her wise counsel has been sought by many
American leaders such as First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt. She has also earned several
awards, including the Presidential Medal of
Freedom an | was proud to add my name to
a bill in 2003 that was supported unanimously
in Congress to award Dr. Height the Congres-
sional Gold Medal. Though we are saddened
by Dr. Height's recent passing, it is my firm
belief that she will be an inspiration for future
generations of Americans and will always be
remembered for her hard work, courage, and
determination in the fight for equality and op-
portunity for all.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today as a cosponsor of this resolution to
honor and celebrate the life of Dr. Dorothy
Irene Height.

Widely recognized as the godmother of the
civil rights movement, Dr. Height devoted her
life to the cause of equality and justice for all
people. A social worker by training, Dr. Height
served on the staff of the Young Women’s
Christian Association for thirty three years and
as president of the National Council of Negro
Women for four decades. With uncommon dig-
nity and her trademark hats, Dr. Height ad-
vised Presidents from Dwight Eisenhower to
Barack Obama. In the 1960s, she organized
the “Wednesdays in Mississippi” initiative to
further understanding between white women
and black women in the north and the south.
She penned a regular column called “A Wom-
an’s Word” in the venerable African-American
weekly the New York Amsterdam News. And
she chronicled her unique experience in the
leadership of the civil rights movement in her
2005 memoir “Open Wide The Freedom
Gates”. For her service to our nation, Dr.
Height was presented with the Presidential
Citizens Medal by President Reagan in 1989,
the Presidential Medal of Honor from Presi-
dent Clinton in 1994 and the Congressional
Medal of Honor in 2004.

Today, | add my voice to those celebrating
her life’s work and achievements, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam
Speaker, | was saddened to hear of the loss
of one of the foremost leaders of the civil
rights movement and a true national treasure,
Dr. Dorothy Height. | always say, when you're
born you get a birth certificate, and when you
die you get a death certificate—but it's what
you do with the dash in between that really
matters. And that saying really encapsulates
the essence of Dorothy Height'’s life.

As an African-American woman and long-
time Member of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, | am particularly grateful for the courage,
wisdom and determination she employed to
create opportunities for women and for African
Americans in our country.

Dorothy Height began her career in 1937 by
serving those in dire need as a welfare case-
worker and had the ear of every President
since Eisenhower. Most recently, she was an
honored guest and seated dignitaries at the in-
auguration of President Barack Obama. Along
the way, Dr. Height was behind every major
civil rights movement and progressive effort
for social change throughout the century.
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As president of the National Council of
Negro Women for four decades, she tackled
issues that affected all women, including child
care for working mothers, health and nutrition,
as well as providing housing for families in
need. As a civil rights activist, Dr. Height par-
ticipated in protests in Harlem during the
1930s, and went on to be instrumental in lob-
bying first lady Eleanor Roosevelt on behalf of
civil rights causes a few years later. Dr. Height
was also a key player in advocating for Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower to move more ag-
gressively on school desegregation issues. Dr.
Height is one of two people to earn all three
of our nation’s highest civilian honors: the
Presidential Citizens Award (1989), the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom (1994) and the Con-
gressional Gold Medal (2004).

My thoughts and prayers are with the family,
friends, and loved ones of Dr. Dorothy Height.
The nation will never forget her, the mother of
the civil rights movement, especially those of
us who have followed her lead in working for
social justice.

Mr. CONYERS. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1281.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

COMMEMORATING 40TH
ANNIVERSARY OF EARTH DAY

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 255)
commemorating the 40th anniversary
of Earth Day and honoring the founder
of Earth Day, the late Senator Gaylord
Nelson of Wisconsin, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 255

Whereas Gaylord Nelson, former United
States Senator from Wisconsin, is recognized
as one of the leading environmentalists of
the 20th Century who helped launch an inter-
national era of environmental awareness and
activism;

Whereas Gaylord Nelson grew up in Clear
Lake, Wisconsin, and rose to national promi-
nence while exemplifying the progressive
values instilled in him;

Whereas Gaylord Nelson served with dis-
tinction in the Wisconsin State Senate from
1949 to 1959, as Governor of the State of Wis-
consin from 1959 to 1963, and in the United
States Senate from 1963 to 1981;

Whereas Gaylord Nelson founded Earth
Day, which was first celebrated on April 22,
1970, by 20 million people across the United
States, making the celebration the largest
environmental grassroots event in history at
that time;

Whereas Gaylord Nelson called on Ameri-
cans to hold their elected officials account-
able for protecting their health and the nat-
ural environment on that first Earth Day, an
action which launched the Environmental
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Decade, an unparalleled period of legislative
and grassroots activity that resulted in pas-
sage of 28 major pieces of environmental leg-
islation from 1970 to 1980, including the
Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act, and the
National Environmental Education Act;

Whereas Gaylord Nelson was responsible
for legislation that created the Apostle Is-
lands National Lakeshore and the St. Croix
Wild and Scenic Riverway and protected
other important Wisconsin and national
treasures;

Whereas Gaylord Nelson sponsored legisla-
tion to ban phosphates in household deter-
gents and to ban the use of Dichlorodi-
phenyltrichloroethane (DDT), and he worked
tirelessly to ensure clean water and clean air
for all Americans;

Whereas in addition to his environmental
leadership, Gaylord Nelson fought for civil
rights, enlisted for the War on Poverty, chal-
lenged drug companies and tire manufactur-
ers to protect consumers, and stood up to
Senator Joe McCarthy and the House Un-
American Activities Committee to defend
and protect civil liberties;

Whereas Gaylord Nelson was a patriot, who
as a young soldier honorably served 46
months in the Armed Forces during World
War II, and then, as Senator, worked to ban
the use of the toxic defoliant Agent Orange;

Whereas, in 1995, Gaylord Nelson was
awarded the highest honor accorded civilians
in the United States, the Presidential Medal
of Freedom;

Whereas Gaylord Nelson’s legacy includes
generations of Americans who have grown up
with an environmental ethic and an appre-
ciation and understanding of their roles as
stewards of the environment and the planet;
and

Whereas Gaylord Nelson was an extraor-
dinary statesman, public servant, environ-
mentalist, husband, father, and friend, and
who never let disagreement on the issues be-
come personal or partisan: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress commemo-
rates the 40th anniversary of Earth Day and
honors the founder of Earth Day, the late
Senator Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H. Con. Res. 255. This measure
was introduced by my colleague the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY)
on March 19, 2010. It was referred to the
Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, which ordered it re-
ported by unanimous consent on April
14 of this year. The measure has the
support of 70 cosponsors.

Madam Speaker, tomorrow marks
the 40th anniversary of Earth Day. Our
planet faces serious environmental
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challenges, challenges we must face
not just in the coming years but now.
Right now.

The effects of the most serious chal-
lenge, global climate change, are hap-
pening today, and if we do not act de-
liberately now, right now, the future
consequences for our country and our
planet will be grave. I encourage every-
one working towards this end to con-
tinue their efforts, and I hope that we
in Congress will stand up and dem-
onstrate further leadership to address
this threat.

Of course, Earth Day is also a re-
minder of the other environmental
challenges we face, such as developing
sustainable and renewable sources of
energy, preserving wildlife and their
habitat, protecting our water and our
air, cleaning up pollution, and so much
more. As Representatives, I encourage
all of us to stand with our constituents
this week who are lending their time
and services to activities to clean up
our environment. Across the country
thousands of events have been orga-
nized in the cities, in the countryside,
along our roadways and parks and on
our beautiful coast to put words into
action.

One town in my district expects over
5,000 people to dedicate their time and
effort to clean up the local shoreline,
and I will be there, and I know that all
of my colleagues will be just as fortu-
nate to witness similar local efforts in
their districts.

Earth Day is truly about service and
it’s a great opportunity for friends and
neighbors to come together on behalf
of our planet. The relationships we can
build with one another as we do this
work are lasting, and I am confident
that they will foster even greater work
in the years to come.

Once again, it is incumbent upon us
in Congress to transform the work our
constituents do at the local level into
solutions for our country. Protecting
the environment is the right thing to
do, but as we all know, it’s also a win-
win for our economy and for our na-
tional security.

We have made great strides on this
front since the first Earth Day. The
1970s saw the establishment of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency as well
as a series of important environmental
laws, including the Clean Air Act, the
Endangered Species Act, and the Safe
Drinking Water Act. But much work
still lies ahead, and, unfortunately,
some of our most important environ-
mental policies have been watered
down in recent years. No pun intended.

However, I know that the efforts of
millions of people in the United States
and around the world who support the
goals and ideals of Earth Day will pay
off. I commend them for their work,
and I look forward to seeing what we in
Congress will further do to support
them.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of House Concurrent Resolution
265, commemorating the 40th anniver-
sary of Harth Day and honoring the
founder of Earth Day, former Senator
Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin.

For the past 40 years, citizens all
across the United States have come to-
gether once a year to celebrate the
wonder of planet Earth on Earth Day.
Every April 22 Americans from all
parts of the country, from coastal re-
gions to mountainous regions to for-
ested regions and the many other in-
credibly diverse regions of this coun-
try, take time to admire and enjoy the
beauty and splendor of our environ-
ment. Earth Day allows all people to
realize the importance of ensuring that
our children and grandchildren can
continue to enjoy the beauty of the
planet for generations to come.

0 1330

Senator Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin
founded Earth Day because of his love
for our planet and the environment. As
Senator NELSON said in a speech on
Earth Day, ‘“‘Earth Day is dramatic
evidence of the broad new national con-
cern that cuts across generations and
ideologies. It may be symbolic of a new
communication between young and old
about values and priorities.”

A veteran of World War II and Gov-
ernor of Wisconsin, Gaylord Nelson
served in the Senate from 1963 to 1981.
During his career in both State and na-
tional politics, he promoted many en-
vironmental causes and worked tire-
lessly to preserve the planet for future
generations. In 1995, he received the
Presidential Medal of Freedom for his
public service throughout his career.
Despite his many accomplishments,
Earth Day was his most important and
lasting legacy.

Just on a personal note, one thing
that he advocated, and I think we ad-
vocate with Earth Day, is to get out-
side in the environment and enjoy
what’s around us. Last year I did that
to the extreme, I think. I was dropped
off on a little island in the middle of
the Pacific. And for a week I didn’t see
another person, I didn’t see a plane, I
didn’t see an automobile, I didn’t see a
boat, I saw nothing. Just a lot of fish
and hermit crabs and others.

Mr. KIND. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. FLAKE. I yield to the gentleman
from Wisconsin.

Mr. KIND. What the gentleman, my
good friend from Arizona, is alluding to
is his week of isolation on an island in
the South Pacific all by himself com-
muning and being one with nature. And
I think he has assured me that I could
be his special agent when Hollywood
comes calling to do the reality TV
show of having a Member of Congress
stranded on some deserted island for a
while contemplating the deeper
thoughts and philosophy of life. So I
am ready to go when he is ready to go
with that Hollywood production.

Mr. FLAKE. I thank the gentleman
for that. I doubt I will need an agent or
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that they will come calling. Contrary
to popular belief, this was not a meta-
phor for the fate of congressional Re-
publicans, being isolated on an island
either.

But it was a great opportunity, with-
out any outside influences at all, to be
there and to see nature at its finest.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I am
glad the gentleman from Arizona said
that and not me.

I now have the pleasure of yielding 5
minutes to the gentleman who is the
author of this legislation, and a great
leader from the State of Wisconsin (Mr.
OBEY).

Mr. OBEY. I thank the gentlewoman
for the time.

Madam Speaker, 41 years ago my
friend and mentor, Wisconsin Senator
Gaylord Nelson, had a surprisingly
simple idea. At the time, the country
was fighting an unpopular and
unwinnable war, and students were ris-
ing up in protest and holding teach-ins
on college campuses all over the coun-
try. Senator Nelson looked around him
and realized that those teach-ins were
an invaluable tool in helping to edu-
cate people and calling attention to the
need to end the war once and for all.

In 1969, when the Senate contained
such environmental giants as Ed
Muskie, Scoop Jackson, Gaylord Nel-
son, and Bob Stafford, he gave a piv-
otal speech at the Seattle Science Cen-
ter. In that speech he suggested that
just as Americans had been involved in
teach-ins to protest the Vietnam war,
that they should also set aside a day to
call attention to the environmental
problems facing the planet and to de-
mand real leadership from public offi-
cials on producing solutions. Wire serv-
ices carried the story from coast to
coast. And as history shows, the re-
sponse was overwhelmingly positive.
Earth Day was born.

The first Earth Day launched an En-
vironmental Decade, an unparalleled
period of legislative and grassroots ac-
tivity that resulted in passage of 28
major pieces of environmental legisla-
tion from 1970 to 1980 alone, including
the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water
Act, the National Environmental Qual-
ity Education Act, the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act, and others. And Gaylord
was at the center of them all.

Forty years later his legacy endures,
and half a billion people in 180 coun-
tries are expected to gather this week
to help clean up their communities and
to demand leadership and real solu-
tions to the very real problems facing
the planet today, problems like toxic
pollution, mercury in our air and
water, and climate change.

As we celebrate the 40th anniversary
of Earth Day, it is fitting that we pass
this resolution honoring the founding
father of that day. When he initially
set the date for it he was roundly criti-
cized by, of all groups, the John Birch
Society, because they attacked him for
selecting the same day that Lenin was
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born. Gaylord pointed out that since
there were only 365 days in a year, that
each day was bound to be the birthday
of both good and bad people throughout
the world. And he pointed out, for in-
stance, that, yes, it was the birthday of
Lenin, but it was also the birthday of
St. Francis of Assisi. But he said,
“more importantly, it’s also the birth-
day of my Aunt Tilly.”

Without the leadership of the late
Senator Gaylord Nelson, the air we
breathe would not be as clean, we
would not be swimming in lakes and
rivers as safe as they are today, and we
would not be enjoying the beauty of
public lands that we were able to pro-
tect under the laws he championed. We
are certainly a long way away from
perfection on those grounds, but we are
a whole lot better off than we were
when Gaylord started the movement.
And we would not be holding Earth
Day celebrations around the globe each
April 22nd either.

Today we honor Gaylord Nelson and
celebrate the 40th anniversary of Earth
Day. No wonder he was awarded the
Nation’s highest civilian honor, the
Presidential Medal of Freedom, by
President Clinton in 1995. His leader-
ship is still felt today.

Mr. FLAKE. I continue to reserve my
time.

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I
would now like to yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
KIND).

Mr. KIND. I thank my good friend
from California for yielding me this
time.

Madam Speaker, I thank my friend
from California and my friend from Ar-
izona for managing this resolution. I
proudly rise in support of the resolu-
tion commemorating not only the 40th
anniversary of an important day in all
of our lives, Earth Day, but especially
to pay tribute to the father of Earth
Day, a political hero of mine as a kid
growing up, a member of the greatest
generation who fought and served dur-
ing the Second World War, a political
icon still in the State of Wisconsin and
throughout the Nation and the rest of
the world, former Senator Gaylord Nel-
son.

I am sure that if young Gaylord was
told as a kid growing up in Clear Lake,
Wisconsin, which is close to my wife’s
hometown of Cumberland, a population
of less than 400 people, that he would
one day rise and become the father of
the modern environmental movement
and the creator of Earth Day, which is
celebrated in over 167 Nations through-
out the globe on April 22nd, he would
have thought you were kidding. It’s a
true American success story. He lived
the all-American story.

And he left an important legacy and
a reminder to all of us as inhabitants
on this beautiful, yet very fragile plan-
et of ours, that we are mere stewards of
the precious resources that the good
Lord has saw fit to bless us with. And
as stewards of those resources, we have
a special moral and personal responsi-
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bility to utilize those resources reason-
ably and sensibly, so we leave a legacy
to future generations to also be good
stewards of this planet.

I am proud to represent a congres-
sional district in western Wisconsin
which was actually home to the very
first watershed project throughout the
United States in the Coon Valley area,
which became the model of what is
today the current conservation title of
our farm bills. The title is based on
voluntary and incentive-based land and
water conservation programs that our
farmers are able to utilize in order to
set up sound land and water manage-
ment practices on their farms. And it
has spread nationwide.

Gaylord Nelson and his wife were the
subject of a chapter in Tom Brokaw’s
book The Greatest Generation. Like
everyone in this Great Generation, he
was an ordinary individual who did ex-
traordinary things.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Ms. SPEIER. I yield the gentleman 1
additional minute.

Mr. KIND. Today I still miss Senator
Nelson greatly. As a young Member of
Congress, I always made a point of call-
ing him in his office in Washington at
least once a week just to discuss the
issues of the day, get his feedback on
the policy proposals that we were
working on and seek his guidance.

I am still a proud member of the Nat-
ural Resources Committee. With the
work I was doing there, I was able to
work very closely with Gaylord Nelson,
trying to enhance his legacy. But he
knew, as I hope all of us realize, that
Earth Day is not an event to be cele-
brated just one day a year, but a mis-
sion to practice each and every day
throughout the year. It is that message
especially to the younger generation
that I think is his greatest legacy,
where the Earth Day lessons are being
taught in schools and school rooms
throughout the Nation and throughout
the world at least on April 22nd, if not
more throughout the year.

I commend the leadership and espe-
cially Representative OBEY for bring-
ing this resolution and encourage my
colleagues to support it.

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, in clos-
ing, I just want to urge my colleagues
to support the resolution. It’s a great
cause. And certainly I think we all owe
it to our constituents and to the coun-
try to recognize the stewardship that
we have to ensure that we pass on the
planet as good as we got it or better to
future generations.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Madam
Speaker, today is the 40th anniversary of
Earth Day, the annual global celebration of the
bounty and natural wonders of our planet and
a reminder of our individual and collective obli-
gation to be good stewards of it.

Managing our natural resources and mini-
mizing the impact of human activity on the en-
vironment are both profound and fundamental
responsibilities. The very survival of the
human race depends upon our ability to effec-
tively fulfill these responsibilities.

The
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Since April 22, 1970, people have gathered
on this day to renew their commitment to mak-
ing our planet greener and healthier, and to
encourage their leaders to take action on crit-
ical environmental policy issues.

We have made substantial progress since
that first Earth Day, when twenty million eco-
pioneers brought environmental protection to
the forefront of the national consciousness.
Their advocacy gave birth to the green move-
ment and a green generation that has been
critical in shaping our society. The green gen-
eration spearheaded community support for
passage of the laws that we still rely on to im-
prove the quality of the air we breathe, ensure
the availability of clean drinking water, and
protect endangered species and fragile eco-
systems.

But this struggle is not over. We continue to
face significant environmental challenges, and
as a nation, we must pursue policies that pro-
mote responsible stewardship here at home
and provide leadership in the global arena as
well.

Perhaps our most acute challenge—and
one we have ignored for far too long—is cli-
mate change. This is no idle threat: Scientists
tell us that we must reduce emissions by
roughly 80 percent by mid-century to avoid a
dangerous climate tipping point. As the world’s
largest per capita emitter of greenhouse
gases, our nation has a unique responsibility
to work towards a comprehensive emissions
solution that includes a 21st century energy
policy. We must find the political will to do just
that.

We took a significant step forward in De-
cember, when President Obama played a crit-
ical role in establishing the international Co-
penhagen Accord. Although this is a non-
binding agreement, it represents a major de-
parture from the prior Administration’s aban-
donment of the Kyoto Protocol, and dem-
onstrates our nation’s commitment to being a
partner and a leader in finding a global solu-
tion to climate change.

| applaud the President’s leadership on this
issue and urge him to continue working with
Congress to develop comprehensive, science-
based legislation to provide climate and en-
ergy security for us and the generations to
come. The House has approved robust legis-
lation to address this issue, and today | call on
my Senate colleagues to move forward as
well.

| also urge the President and my colleagues
in Congress to continue to promote policies
that safeguard the environment and facilitate
sound management of our natural resources.
And | encourage all Americans to renew their
commitment to the environment and to take
actions in their individual lives to reflect it.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Madam Speaker, | rise today in strong support
of H. Con. Res. 255 to commemorate the 40th
anniversary of Earth Day and to honor its
founder, the late Senator Gaylord Nelson.

Every year we celebrate Earth Day to raise
awareness about environmental issues and
recognize the importance of protecting our
planet. As we become a more modern and de-
veloped society, it is becoming increasingly
necessary to take steps to ensure a green fu-
ture. In truth, we have come a long way in the
last 40 years with regard to protecting our en-
vironment, but we still have a long way to go
to make sustainable development a priority.

Of particular importance is the need to pro-
tect two of our most precious resources—
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clean water and clean air—which every per-
son on this planet has an interest in pro-
tecting. In the United States, protections over
waters and wetlands are essential to ensuring
a long-term, sustainable water supply for the
American people. When rivers and streams
are placed at risk of pollution, many cities and
communities which depend on these water
bodies for sources of drinking water are equal-
ly placed at risk.

Additionally, clean air is one of the most
basic necessities of life, and pollutants in our
air can have devastating effects on both our
health and our environment. Numerous stud-
ies that have shown that air pollution an cause
respiratory and cardiovascular problems as
well as result in asthma and other long-term
and chronic health conditions. We must work
to ensure that our air is clean and not polluted
for the betterment of all people.

Madam Speaker, truly, the coming genera-
tions deserve to inherit a healthy planet with
clean drinking water and clean air, and it is up
to us to ensure that they do. | encourage all
of our citizens to take a moment on this holi-
day to reflect on what they can do as individ-
uals to help the environment, not just for us,
but for people around the world as well. | ask
my fellow colleagues to join me today in sup-
porting this resolution that recognizes Earth
Day and will help raise awareness for the
need to protect our environment.

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, | rise in
support of H. Con. Res. 255, to commemorate
the 40th anniversary of Earth Day and to
honor its founder, Senator Gaylord Nelson
from Wisconsin. | was in Congress in 1969
when Senator Nelson proposed a national
teach-in so that people across the country
could show their elected officials that they
wanted environmental protections to be in-
cluded in the national agenda. The following
spring, it is estimated that nearly 20 million
Americans  participated in  environmental
awareness and education events in schools
and communities across the country on the
first Earth Day. Like the civil rights movement
and antiwar movement earlier that decade,
this grassroots movement brought this issue to
the forefront, and impacted the national polit-
ical agenda.

Our country has made great strides in pro-
tecting our environment in the past 40 years.
The Environmental Protection Agency was
founded, and several historic bills including the
Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act were
passed to address pollution and environmental
degradation. Since then, the Federal Govern-
ment has instituted additional measures to
protect our air, land, food, water and homes
from chemicals, waste and pollution.

The 111th Congress has continued this leg-
acy to preserve and protect our resources by
focusing on increasing energy efficiency. The
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act in-
vested billions of dollars in clean energy,
green jobs and the research and development
of innovative equipment, including advanced
battery technology. | was proud to support the
American Clean Energy and Security Act of
2009, which would reduce pollution and en-
sure that our country becomes more energy
independent by utilizing renewable energy and
domestic alternatives to foreign oil.

While much progress has been made, many
of the environmental issues that worried Sen-
ator Nelson still exist and new ones have
emerged. Additionally, it is common to see the
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devastating impacts of environmental degrada-
tion in low-income urban and rural commu-
nities, where residents face health issues re-
lated to industrialization and the mismanage-
ment of waste.

| encourage all Americans to take small
steps to make their households, places of
work and neighborhoods more environmentally
friendly. | look forward to working with my col-
leagues on policy that echo Senator Nelson’s
mission of improving the health of environment
so that our air, land and water are protected
for future generations, regardless of where
they live.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, | rise
to commemorate the 40th anniversary of Earth
Day and, in particular, to honor Earth Day’s
Founder, the late Senator Gaylord Nelson (D—
WI), whom | am proud to say chose to spend
the latter part of his career in my hometown of
Kensington, MD.

Senator Nelson’s public service spanned
more than three decades, including two terms
as Governor and three terms as Senator from
the state of Wisconsin. Although active on
issues ranging from civil rights to consumer
protection to the Vietnam War, Senator Nelson
was perhaps best known for his pioneering
advocacy on behalf of the environment. He
cosponsored the 1964 Wilderness Act, and
successfully fought for legislation protecting
the Appalachian Trail, banning DDT and curb-
ing phosphate detergent.

In 1970, Senator Nelson’s call for a day of
education and action on behalf of the environ-
ment drew 20 million people from across the
United States to participate in the very first
Earth Day. Since then, Earth Day has grown
to become an international event involving 500
million people from 175 countries around the
world.

After leaving the Senate in 1981, Senator
Nelson joined the Wilderness Society as its
first Chairman and continued to serve the or-
ganization until shortly before his passing in
2005. Senator Nelson received the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom from President Clin-
ton in 1995 and was recognized along with
President Teddy Roosevelt as one of the two
most important political figures of the 20th
Century by the Audubon Society. He was an
extraordinary public servant, who was fa-
mously well liked by colleagues from across
the political spectrum.

As we celebrate the 40th anniversary of
Earth Day tomorrow, it is fitting that we pause
to remember the vision of its remarkable
founder Gaylord Nelson and recommit our-
selves to the necessity of a healthy and sus-
tainable environment that was his life’'s work.

Mr. FLAKE. I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I
would just like to echo the words of the
great leaders from Wisconsin who have
spoken already on this. We are indeed
stewards. Earth Day should be some-
thing we celebrate every day. And this,
the 40th anniversary of Earth Day, is a
great time to start.

I have no further requests for time,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
SPEIER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 255, as amended.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SILVER STAR SERVICE BANNER
DAY

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 855) expressing sup-
port for designation of May 1 as ‘‘Silver
Star Service Banner Day”.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 855

Whereas the House of Representatives has
always honored the sacrifices made by the
wounded and ill members of the Armed
Forces;

Whereas the Silver Star Service Banner
has come to represent the members of the
Armed Forces and veterans who were wound-
ed or became ill in combat in the wars
fought by the United States;

Whereas the Silver Star Families of Amer-
ica was formed to help the American people
remember the sacrifices made by the wound-
ed and ill members of the Armed Forces by
designing and manufacturing Silver Star
Service Banners and Flags for that purpose;

Whereas the sole mission of the Silver Star
Families of America is to evoke memories of
the sacrifices of members and veterans of the
Armed Forces on behalf of the United States
through the presence of a Silver Star Service
Banner in a window or a Silver Star Flag fly-
g,

Whereas the sacrifices of members and vet-
erans of the Armed Forces on behalf of the
United States should never be forgotten; and

Whereas May 1 would be an appropriate
date to designate as ‘‘Silver Star Service
Banner Day’’: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives supports the designation of ‘‘Silver
Star Service Banner Day’’ and calls upon the
people of the United States to observe the
day with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) will
each control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. SPEIER. I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H. Res. 855, a bill supporting Silver
Star Service Banner Day. H. Res. 855
was introduced by my colleague, the
gentleman from Missouri, Representa-
tive ROy BLUNT, on October 22, 2009.
The measure was referred to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government
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Reform, which reported it favorably by
unanimous consent on April 14 of this
year. The measure enjoys the support
of over 50 cosponsors.

Madam Speaker, our Nation con-
tinues to face two long and difficult
wars, and I am very glad that we can
take time now to honor the men and
women of our Armed Services. They de-
serve our thoughts, our prayers, and
our support.

The Silver Star Families of America
understand this well and work hard to
help the American people recognize the
sacrifices made by the wounded and ill
members of the Armed Forces. Tens of
thousands of American troops are
fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan, risk-
ing their lives in service to our coun-
try. They also risk their lives in de-
ployments throughout the world. I ask
my colleagues to join me in giving
thanks to them and to their families
for the sacrifices they continue to
make and for their service to our coun-
try.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. BLUNT).

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman
from Arizona for yielding time.

Madam Speaker, I thank the com-
mittee for reporting this resolution to
the floor. I want to recognize, along
with my other colleagues, the Silver
Star Families of America. This bill
does that. It designates the 1st of May
as Silver Star Service Banner Day.

Silver Star Families of America is
not only reflective of all the families
that have helped, but it is also a non-
profit organization that has been
formed dedicated to supporting and as-
sisting those whose families have
earned the Silver Star, those who have
been wounded, those who have become
ill in a combat zone, recognizing those
members of the Armed Forces and
their families across all branches of
the services, and Madam Speaker, for
all wars.

This group was founded in Missouri’s
Seventh Congressional District in 2004.
The Silver Star Flag and the Silver
Star Banner are symbols of remem-
brance and honor for those wounded
during battle, those who incurred an
illness during battle, and those who
have honorably served in the Armed
Forces during that moment of sac-
rifice, and a sacrifice that is almost al-
ways shared by their family and their
loved ones.
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Thousands of cities and counties
throughout the country have issued
proclamations to set aside May 1 to
honor our current troops, our veterans
and their families, as well as Silver
Star families and Gold Star families.

Last April, Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Mike Mullen,
recognized Silver Star families of
America for their support of service-
members and those who have earned
the Silver Star.
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Madam Speaker, I thank the com-
mittee for bringing this to the floor. I
ask my colleagues to join me in sup-
port of House Resolution 8556 which, of
course, is a resolution in support of
those service people and their families
who have earned this recognition, who
show this banner, who understand the
implications of the Silver Star flag and
the Silver Star banner.

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I now
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. SKELTON), the great lead-
er.
Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, as
an original cosponsor, I rise today in
support of H. Res. 855, a resolution that
expresses our Nation’s appreciation for
the sacrifices that have been made by
so many dedicated servicemen and
-women who’ve worn the uniform of
the United States.

It’s no small thing to raise one’s
hand and swear to uphold and defend
the Constitution of the United States,
and it’s the responsibility of every
American to recognize that service-
members who have been wounded or be-
come ill in the line of duty have paid
an especially high price for our free-
doms.

I make it a point to visit service-
members who are recovering at Walter
Reed, and I know so many of my col-
leagues do just the same. Oftentimes, a
spouse or a parent is there lending sup-
port and anxious to take their loved
one home. I'm humbled by the strength
and character of these servicemembers
and their caregivers.

The Silver Star Families of America
deserves recognition for the tremen-
dous job its members do in reminding
us of the debt of gratitude our Nation
owes to wounded and ill servicemem-
bers, veterans, and their families. By
supporting the designation of May 1 as
Silver Star Service Banner Day, Mem-
bers of the House add the collective
voice to this body of good works.

I thank my colleague and my friend,
RoY BLUNT, for introducing this resolu-
tion.

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. FLAKE. If the gentlelady has no
additional speakers, I'm prepared to
close.

Madam Speaker, it’s important for us
to take a moment to extend our grati-
tude to our loved ones who have en-
dured the grief of losing loved ones,
those brave soldiers in the battlefield
who become wounded or sick. And I
thank the gentleman from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) for his comments. We're
all grateful for the Silver Star Fami-
lies of America, for their devotion,
dedication to keeping us all aware of
the sacrifices made by the wounded and
ill members of the armed services.

I ask all Members to support this res-
olution supporting Silver Star Service
Banner Day.

| rise today in support of House Resolution
855, expressing support for the designation of
May 1st as ‘Silver Star Service Banner Day’.

Recognizing all of our service members
throughout the year is our privilege and desig-
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nating May 1, 2010 as Silver Star Service
Banner Day is an additional way to honor the
wounded and ill members of our Armed
Forces.

The Silver Star Families of America, a non-
profit organization, is dedicated to keeping the
memories of these hero’s sacrifices in the
hearts and minds of all of us through the pres-
ence of a Silver Star displayed in a window or
the Service Flag flying for all to see.

It is important for us to take a moment to
extend our gratitude to their loved ones who
have endured the grief of losing a loved one
or the difficulty of caring for these brave sol-
diers as the Silver Star Families do.

Those who have been wounded or have
died are members of the Army, Navy, Marine
Corps, Air Force and Coast Guard. They de-
serve our continued gratitude for all that they
have given on our behalf. To this end, the Sil-
ver Star Service Banner has come to rep-
resent their bravery.

We are grateful to the Silver Star Families
of America for their devotion and dedication to
keeping all of us aware of the sacrifices made
by the wounded and ill members of the Armed
Forces, therefore, | ask all members to join
me in supporting May 1, 2010 as Silver Star
Service Banner Day.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I had
the privilege, and I call it a privilege,
earlier this year to travel to Kuwait,
Yemen, Pakistan, Afghanistan, and
then to Germany, where I had the
privilege of meeting our troops who are
committed, passionate, have an incred-
ible love of country, and then to visit
those wounded warriors at our facility
in Germany. And I must say that
there’s nothing like having that inter-
personal connection, that opportunity
to make us realize the extraordinary
sacrifices that are being made every
single day.

So it is fitting that we have this res-
olution before us, and I urge all my col-
leagues to support this measure.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
SPEIER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 8565, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES FOR
VICTIMS OF TESORO REFINERY
FIRE 1IN ANACORTES, WASH-
INGTON

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1262) expressing
condolences to the families, friends,
and loved ones of the victims of the fire
at the Tesoro refinery in Anacortes,
Washington.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
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H. RES. 1262

Whereas the people of the State of Wash-
ington experienced a tragedy on April 2, 2010,
when a fire occurred at the Tesoro refinery
in Anacortes, Washington;

Whereas a team of seven Tesoro employees
was working in the refinery’s naphtha
hydrotreater when the fire occurred;

Whereas three of these individuals died im-
mediately in the fire, three more died of
their injuries, and one more remains in in-
tensive care after suffering severe burns;

Whereas the fire was quickly brought
under control by Tesoro’s fire control team
and local first responders;

Whereas Federal, State and local govern-
ment agencies, including the Chemical Safe-
ty Board, the United States Environmental
Protection Agency, and the Washington
State Department of Labor and Industries,
are conducting investigations to determine
the cause of the incident and to ensure that
the risk of similar incidents is minimized in
the future;

Whereas the Tesoro refinery in Anacortes
has temporarily shut down due to the dam-
age sustained; and

Whereas Tesoro and the Skagit Commu-
nity Foundation have established the Tesoro
Anacortes Refinery Survivors Fund, and the
United Steelworkers Local 12-591 has estab-
lished the Tesoro Incident Family Fund to
support the victims of the fire and their fam-
ilies: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses condolences to the families,
friends, and loved ones of the victims of the
fire at the Tesoro refinery in Anacortes,
Washington;

(2) honors Matthew C. Bowen, Darrin J.
Hoines, Daniel J. Aldridge, Kathryn Powell,
Lew Janz, and Donna Van Dreumel who died
as a result of the fire;

(3) offers best wishes to Matt Gumbel, who
suffered severe burns and is recovering at
Harborview Medical Center in Seattle; and

(4) expresses sympathies to the people of
Anacortes, the entire State of Washington,
and the Nation who grieve for the victims.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H. Res. 1262. This
measure expresses condolences to the
families, friends and loved ones of the
victims of the fire at the Tesoro refin-
ery in Anacortes, Washington.

This resolution was introduced by
my colleague, the gentleman from
Washington, Representative RICK
LARSEN, on April 15, 2010. The measure
was referred to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform, which
worked with leadership to get it to the
floor quickly. The measure has the bi-
partisan support of over 60 Members of
the House.
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Madam Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to
the sponsor of this resolution, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. LARSEN).

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam
Speaker, I want to thank the chairman
and ranking member of the House
Oversight and Government Reform
committee for their assistance in
bringing the resolution to the House
floor.

Madam Speaker, on April 2, Wash-
ington State experienced a tragedy
when a fire occurred in the Naphtha
Hydrotreater unit at the Tesoro oil re-
finery in Anacortes, Washington, in my
district. Six workers died as a result of
the fire. One more was burned and re-
mains in intensive care.

I offer my condolences to the fami-
lies, the friends and loved ones of the
victims of this fire. My thoughts and
prayers are with Tesoro’s employees
and everyone from the city of
Anacortes and the State of Washington
and our country who grieve for the
workers who died and who suffered in-
jury.

I encourage my colleagues to join
with me in supporting this resolution
to honor the lives of Matthew Bowen,
Darrin Hoines, Dan Aldridge, Kathryn
Powell, Donna Van Dreumel and Lew
Janz.

This resolution also expresses the
best wishes of Congress to Matt
Gumbel, who was severely burned in
the fire and is currently in serious con-
dition at Harborview Medical Center in
Seattle, Washington. I hope that Matt
recovers as quickly as possible from
these terrible injuries.

And earlier this week, Madam Speak-
er, I received a letter from the CEO of
Tesoro and the chair of United Steel-
workers Local 12-591 expressing sup-
port for this resolution. And I'd like to
enter this letter in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

Multiple Federal, State and local
agencies, including the Chemical Safe-
ty Board, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and the Washington State
Department of Labor and Industries,
are currently investigating the cause
of the fire. I strongly support the work
they are doing to help us understand
what happened and how to prevent a
similar accident in the future.

And although most Americans don’t
associate northwest Washington with
oil and gas, Skagit and Whatcom Coun-
ties in my district have been home to
major oil refineries for over five dec-
ades. The four refineries in northwest
Washington process a combined 500,000
barrels of oil a day. These refineries
are central to the local economy, em-
ploying nearly 2,500 people and sup-
plying over $200 million in wages to
workers and contractors.

The refining industry is inherently
hazardous. As one refinery employee in
my district put it, ‘“We don’t bake
cookies; we bake oil.”

That being said, preventing accidents
that harm workers is vitally impor-
tant. As the fire at the Tesoro refinery
in Anacortes fades from mnewspaper
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headlines, we must remain sharply fo-
cused on worker safety, at the Tesoro
refinery in Anacortes and at refineries
and industrial sites around the coun-
try.

While it’s not possible to prevent all
refinery accidents, we need to learn
from what happened in Anacortes. We
need to make sure that we are doing
everything we can to reduce the risk of
similar accidents in the future.

So I urge my colleagues to join with
me in supporting this resolution ex-
pressing the condolences of the House
of Representatives to those who lost
families, friends and loved ones in this
terrible, terrible tragedy.

APRIL 20, 2010.
Hon. RICK LARSEN,
U.S. Congress,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN LARSEN: The Tesoro
Corporation, United Steelworkers Local 12—
591, and our family of employees wish to ex-
press our collective gratitude for your Reso-
lution being considered in the U.S. House of
Representatives that expresses condolences
for and honors the victims of the recent
tragic fire at our Anacortes, Washington fa-
cility. We are deeply touched by your con-
cern and that of your colleagues in the
House. Please know that we welcome and ap-
preciate the comfort your words provide to
all those affected.

BRUCE SMITH,
Chairman & CEO,
Tesoro Corporation.
WALTER CLEVE,
United Steel Workers
Union, Local 12-591
Unit Chair.

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
LARSEN) for introducing this resolu-
tion. And I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it.

We want to express our condolences
to the families and the friends and
loved ones of those who perished in the
fire and wish a speedy recovery to the
one who is still injured.

We want to make sure also that this
fire is investigated and we, to the ex-
tent possible, can make sure that it
doesn’t happen again.

And so I want to encourage all my
colleagues to support this important
resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I now
yield 2 minutes to the Representative
from Wisconsin, Representative TAMMY
BALDWIN.

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. SPEIER) for recognizing me
out of order to speak to a previous res-
olution.

Many years ago Gaylord Nelson, from
my home State of Wisconsin, had a vi-
sion. He envisioned a world where our
pristine oceans and lakes are pro-
tected, our air clean to breathe, and
our planet preserved for future genera-
tions.

Being the wise man that Senator Nel-
son was, he recognized the environ-
mental degradation that everyone
around him was acknowledging, every-
one, that is, but the political establish-
ment, which wasn’t interested in ac-
tion.
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He knew that if the environment was
to have its place on the political agen-
da, it had to be brought there by the
people. So he announced that there
would be a nationwide grassroots dem-
onstration on behalf of the environ-
ment. He called it Earth Day. At the
time it was a gamble, but worth the
try.

No one expected the turnout: 20 mil-
lion people came out to participate.
The sheer numbers gathered the atten-
tion of the Congress, and it was those
voices that led to congressional action
on some of our most treasured environ-
mental laws: the Clean Air Act, the
Clean Water Act, and the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act.

I commend my colleague from Wis-
consin, Mr. OBEY, for bringing the reso-
lution to honor the late Senator Gay-
lord Nelson of Wisconsin to the floor.
And the resolution also commemorates
the 40th anniversary of Earth Day.

In the words of Senator Nelson: ‘“‘Our
goal is an environment of decency,
quality, and mutual respect for all
human beings and all other living crea-
tures.

I urge my colleagues to support the
resolution.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind people in the
Chamber, people in the gallery, that
little whispers turn into loud roars.
Business is being conducted on the
floor.

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, I yield
to my good friend, the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. INSLEE), as much time
as he may consume.

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, I
would like to speak in favor of this res-
olution that commemorates and honors
those who were lost in the Tesoro ex-
plosion in Washington State. And this
is something that is felt, I think, na-
tionwide. And I appreciate RICK
LARSEN and his leadership bringing
this for the Congress to consider this
tragedy. And the reason is maybe two-
fold. One, we really look forward to a
day in this country that our loved ones
can go to work without the fear of
them not coming home in these jobs,
and we hope that this will help focus
Congress and our continuing efforts to
improve safety in the workplace for
our loved ones.

My son worked on a pipeline project
that terminated at the Tesoro facility
and got to know some of these hard-
working people, and they were aware of
the dangers associated with the prod-
uct they work with. And he was im-
pressed, and I think we’re all im-
pressed, with their dedication to their
jobs.

And I just want to express from the
folks I represent our empathy for the
families.

I also want to express my admiration
for a fellow named Matt Gumbel who
today is recovering at Harborview Hos-
pital from his burns and doing well and
is very impressed, as I just read some
comments on his Web site of people
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saying, if Matt could get 100 feet fol-
lowing his injuries to the control room
to help get help for the people who
were injured, he’ll be able to get
through this. So we’re thinking of him.
And we commend this resolution to the
Chamber.
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Mr. FLAKE. I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, 1
again urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this measure, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
SPEIER) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1262.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CONGRATULATING 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF RADFORD UNIVERSITY

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1182) congratulating
Radford University on the 100th anni-
versary of the university.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. REs. 1182

Whereas Radford University was chartered
on March 10, 1910, by the Commonwealth of
Virginia as the State Normal and Industrial
School for Women at Radford;

Whereas Radford University was chartered
to prepare teachers to educate the people of
the United States;

Whereas Radford University has grown
substantially in scope and quality since the
day on which the university was chartered;

Whereas Radford University was renamed
the Radford State Teachers College in 1924
and the Women’s Division of Virginia Poly-
technic Institute in 1944, respectively;

Whereas Radford University was renamed
Radford College in 1964 when the relationship
between the Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and Radford University ended;

Whereas Radford College was renamed
Radford University in 1979;

Whereas, since the founding of the univer-
sity, Radford University has provided thou-
sands of students with the benefits of a
Radford education;

Whereas Radford University graduates
have made meaningful and lasting contribu-
tions to society through service, including
service in—

(1) education;

(2) the sciences;

(3) business;

(4) health and human services;

(5) government;

(6) the arts and humanities; and

(7) other endeavors;

Whereas Radford University is a produc-
tive and vital academic community with
thousands of students;

Whereas the students of Radford Univer-
sity approach university life with an enthu-
siasm for learning and personal develop-
ment;
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Whereas the brilliant faculty of Radford
University is committed to the highest
ideals of academic scholarship and the ad-
vancement of society;

Whereas the devoted administrators and
staff members of Radford University strive
to foster an environment that supports the
noble work of the university;

Whereas the centennial of Radford Univer-
sity is an appropriate time for faculty, staff,
students, alumni, and friends—

(1) to unite in recognition of the past
achievements of Radford University with
pride; and

(2) to consider ways to create an even more
successful university during the century
ahead;

Whereas Radford University celebrates the
culture of service of the university through a
program entitled ‘‘Centennial Service Chal-
lenge’” that invites every member of the
campus and extended university community
to engage in, and document community serv-
ice in honor of, the centennial; and

Whereas Radford University will observe a
Centennial Charter Day Celebration on
March 24, 2010, and host numerous other aca-
demic programs and arts and cultural events
throughout 2010 to commemorate the event:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives commends Radford University on the
100th anniversary of the university.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CUELLAR). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentleman from the Northern Mariana
Islands (Mr. SABLAN) and the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from the Northern Mariana Islands.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SABLAN. I request 5 legislative
days during which Members may revise
and extend and insert extraneous mate-
rial on House Resolution 1182 into the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands?

There was no objection.

Mr. SABLAN. I yield myself as much
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H. Res. 1182, which celebrates
Radford University for 100 years of
leadership and service in higher edu-
cation. Radford was originally founded
in 1910 as the State Normal and Indus-
trial School for Women, tracing its
roots back to the expansion of the Vir-
ginia public higher education system.
While its name and composition has
evolved over the years, Radford’s com-
mitment to academic excellence has
never wavered.

Radford’s beautiful 177-acre campus
is located in the New River Valley be-
tween the Blue Ridge and Allegheny
mountains. The university is home to
nearly 8,000 undergraduates and over
1,000 graduate students, and these stu-
dents have access to a diversity of aca-
demic and extracurricular programs.

The university is comprised of six un-
dergraduate and one graduate college
which offer 153 degree options. Addi-
tionally, Radford also has 19 NCAA Di-
vision I teams, 400 intramural sports
teams, and over 200 clubs and organiza-
tions.
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Recently, Radford was named one of
the Top Up-and-Coming Schools in the
Nation by U.S. News & World Report
due to its promising and innovative
changes it has made over the past few
years. Under the leadership of
Radford’s sixth president, Ms. Penelope
Kyle, the university has consistently
ranked among the best colleges and
universities in the Southeast region.
Such recognition shows that the school
is continually innovating and striving
for success.

For its 100th anniversary, Radford
honored its culture of service with a
““Centennial Service Challenge,”” which
encouraged students, faculty, and staff
to participate in community service in
local and regional areas. This event is
indicative of Radford’s tradition of cul-
tivating graduates who will become
meaningful contributors to society and
mark a significant milestone in the
university’s history.

Once again, I congratulate Radford
University on its 100-year anniversary
and thank Representative BOUCHER for
bringing this bill forward.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 1182, congratu-
lating Radford University on its 100th
anniversary.

Radford University was founded in
1910 as the State Normal and Industrial
School for Women at Radford. Classes
began in September of 1913, and in 1979,
the school became Radford University.
During 2010, Radford is celebrating its
centennial anniversary with numerous
programs and events. On March 24, the
university observed the Centennial
Charter Day Celebration.

Located in Radford, Virginia,
Radford University is organized into
six undergraduate colleges and one col-
lege of graduate and extended edu-
cation. Radford University aims to cre-
ate a challenging, supportive, and en-
gaging educational culture that is an-
chored in the liberal arts tradition and
is ethically responsible to the needs of
the 21st century global society. The
university has more than 200 clubs and
student organizations and competes in
19 NCAA athletics.

In addition, Radford has a national
reputation for excellent academics. In
2007, Radford unveiled ‘‘7-17, Forging a
Bold New Future,” with a goal of es-
tablishing Radford as one of the top 50
master degree-granting universities in
the Nation by 2017. In 2009, the univer-
sity was ranked in the South’s top 25
master’s level public universities and
named one of the Top Up-and-Coming
Schools by U.S. News & World Report.

I am honored to congratulate
Radford University on the occasion of
its 100th anniversary and to recognize
the university for 100 years of excel-
lence in higher education. And I extend
my congratulations to the university,
the faculty, the staff, the students, and
the alumni.

I urge my colleagues to support the
resolution, and I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I'm
pleased to recognize the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. BOUCHER), the spon-
sor of the resolution, for 3 minutes.

(Mr. BOUCHER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOUCHER. I want to thank the
gentleman for his leadership in bring-
ing this resolution to the floor and for
yielding this time to me today, and I
extend thanks also to the gentlelady
from Illinois for her assistance with
this measure. And I thank both of my
colleagues for their very generous
statements on behalf of Radford Uni-
versity this afternoon.

H.R. 1182 is bipartisan legislation
congratulating Radford University on
its 100th anniversary. The resolution is
cosponsored by eight members of our
Virginia House delegation, and Sen-
ators WEBB and WARNER have intro-
duced companion legislation which pre-
viously has been approved in the Sen-
ate.

For a century, Radford University
has provided students with an out-
standing education, and the university
richly deserves congratulations, which
we extend today, on that achievement.
In that century, nearly 70,000 students
have received a Radford education,
many of whom have gone on to become
leaders in business and government and
education, health care, the arts and
other areas.

Radford University was chartered on
March 10, 1910, as the State Normal and
Industrial School for Women at
Radford with the mission of preparing
teachers; and it was renamed in 1924 as
Radford State Teachers College, in 1944
as the Women’s Division of Virginia
Polytechnic Institute, and in 1964 as
Radford College. The school became
Radford University in 1979, the name
that it proudly bears today.

Today, Radford University is known
for its strong leadership and relation-
ships between faculty and students and
the commitment to service that exists
and pervades the student body. The
school offers 153 undergraduate and
graduate programs and strong re-
search, service learning, and
preprofessional programs.

Radford University is located in my
congressional district, but its achieve-
ments bring pride not just to our re-
gion but to citizens across Virginia.

The university graduates reside in
communities throughout the Nation,
who share in the congratulations which
the Congress today formally extends to
Radford University on its 100th anni-
versary.

I thank my colleagues for their as-
sistance in bringing this measure to
the floor, and I urge its approval by the
House.

Mrs. BIGGERT. I would yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I again
urge my colleagues to support H. Res.
1182, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentleman from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands (Mr. SABLAN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 1182.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

COMMENDING UNIVERSITY OF
CONNECTICUT HUSKIES ON WOM-
EN’S NCAA BASKETBALL CHAM-
PIONSHIP

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1239) commending the
University of Connecticut Huskies for
their historic win in the 2010 NCAA Di-
vision I Women’s Basketball Tour-
nament, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1239

Whereas, on April 6, 2010, the University of
Connecticut Huskies defeated the University
of Stanford Cardinal 53 to 47 in the final
game of the National Collegiate Athletic As-
sociation Division I Women’s Basketball
Tournament in San Antonio, Texas;

Whereas the Huskies were undefeated with
a record of 39-0, defeating 38 of their 39 oppo-
nents by more than 10 points;

Whereas the Huskies have won a record 78
games in a row;

Whereas the Huskies were undefeated for
the 4th time since 1994-1995;

Whereas the Huskies have won 7 national
titles, second most in NCAA Division I wom-
en’s basketball history;

Whereas senior center Tina Charles was
chosen as the Naismith Award winner, the
Wooden Award winner, the United States
Basketball Writers Association player of the
year, and Associated Press player of the
year;

Whereas junior forward Maya Moore was
chosen as the State Farm Wade Trophy play-
er of the year and as the Women’s Final Four
Most Valuable Player;

Whereas Maya Moore and Tina Charles
were chosen as first team All-Americans and
as members of the Final Four First All Tour-
nament Team;

Whereas Coach Geno Auriemma, who holds
the highest winning percentage among ac-
tive coaches, serves as president of the Wom-
en’s Basketball Coaches Association and
coach of the 2012 United States Olympic
team;

Whereas the University of Connecticut
Women’s Basketball program has a 100 per-
cent graduation rate among four-year play-
ers, representing the team’s commitment to
achievement in the classroom as well as on
the court;

Whereas each player, coach, athletic train-
er, and staff member of the University of
Connecticut Huskies dedicated their season
and their tireless efforts to their perfect
record and the NCAA championship; and

Whereas residents of Connecticut and
Huskies fans worldwide are to be commended
for their longstanding support, perseverance,
and pride in this team: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends the University of Con-
necticut Huskies for their historic win in the
2010 National Collegiate Athletic Association
Division I Women’s Basketball Tournament;
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(2) recognizes the achievements of the
players, coaches, students, and support staff
who were instrumental in the Huskies’ vic-
tory; and

(3) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to transmit a copy of this reso-
lution to University of Connecticut Presi-
dent Michael Hogan and head coach Geno
Auriemma for appropriate display.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from the
Northern Mariana Islands (Mr. SABLAN)
and the gentlewoman from Illinois
(Mrs. BIGGERT) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair now recognizes the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I request
5 legislative days during which Mem-
bers can revise and insert extraneous
material on House Resolution 1239 into
the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands?

There was no objection.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate
the University of Connecticut’s wom-
en’s basketball team for winning the
2010 NCAA Division I Women’s Basket-
ball Championship.

At the final buzzer in this year’s
championship game, the UConn
Huskies roared to their second straight
championship win and a history-mak-
ing 78th straight win of the season.
With their 53-47 victory that Tuesday
night at the Alamodome, the UConn
Huskies and the Stanford Cardinals
both played with exceptional talent
and dedication. In the end, UConn
seized their seventh NCAA Women’s
Basketball Championship. The Huskies
became the first women’s basketball
team to have back-to-back undefeated
national championship seasons. With
their 78 straight wins, UConn also
broke the NCAA women’s basketball
record for number of consecutive wins.

The Huskies women’s basketball sea-
son marked Coach Geno Auriemma’s
26th season at UConn, and his seventh
NCAA Women’s Basketball Champion-
ship victory. Auriemma has led UConn
to the Final Four a total of 11 times
during his time with the team, and this
game was his 735th career win as a
coach. In fact, he has the highest win-
ning percentage among the Division I
active coaches. Auriemma has also
guided UConn to five Big East regular
season titles and 14 Big East Tour-
nament titles.

The sensational junior forward Maya
Moore was named the Final Four’s
Most Outstanding Player, scoring 23
points during the championship game.
She scored 11 of her team’s 17 points
during the second half, leading UConn’s
comeback from the first half and giv-
ing the Huskies their solid lead. She
has been a leader and a remarkable
asset to the Huskies all season.
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Senior center Tina Charles also
proved to be an invaluable player. She
was chosen as the Naismith Award win-
ner and Associated Press player of the
yvear. She was later drafted number one
overall in the 2010 WNBA draft and re-
cently signed with the Connecticut
Sun.

I also congratulate the Huskies on
their excellence both on and off the
court. The Huskies women’s team
boasts a flawless 100 percent gradua-
tion rate in 2009 amongst all 4-year
players. The alumni, faculty, and staff
at the University of Connecticut have
much to be proud of.

Once again, I congratulate the UConn
Huskies winning the national cham-
pionship, and I thank Mr. COURTNEY for
bringing this bill forward.

I reserve the balance of my time.
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Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 1239, commending
the University of Connecticut Huskies
for their historic win in the 2010 Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association
Division I Women’s Basketball Tour-
nament.

On April 6, 2010, the University of
Connecticut Huskies defeated the
Stanford University Cardinals 53-47 in
the NCAA Division I women’s basket-
ball national championship in San An-
tonio, Texas, capturing the Huskies’
seventh national title. As a Stanford
graduate, I was disappointed, but the
undefeated Huskies overpowered each
of their regular season opponents as
well by more than 10 points, certainly
a very worthy opponent.

In large part, the Huskies’ success
was due to senior center Tina Charles
and junior forward Maya Moore. Tina
Charles was chosen as the Naismith
Award winner, Wooden Award winner,
United States Basketball Writers Asso-
ciation player of the year and Associ-
ated Press player of the year. Moore
was chosen as the State Farm Wade
Trophy player of the year and as the
Women’s Final Four Most Valuable
Player. While these two women were
recognized for their outstanding play,
the entire team deserves our praise and
for the unparalleled success of the
team as NCAA Division I national
champs.

However, this program would not be
what it has turned out to be today
without the outstanding efforts of the
head coach Geno Auriemma. During his
illustrious tenure, the coach has trans-
formed a program from only one win-
ning season to a team with a record
that includes seven national champion-
ships, four undefeated seasons and a
record 78 consecutive wins. Not bad.

While athletic success is what brings
us here today, the University of Con-
necticut is also known for its excellent
academics. The University of Con-
necticut is the State’s flagship institu-
tion of higher learning and was founded
in 1881 as the Storrs Agricultural
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School and became the University of
Connecticut in 1939.

In fact, the university has more than
70 focused research centers where fac-
ulty, graduates students and under-
graduate students conduct research on
everything from improving human
health to enhancing public education
and protecting the country’s natural
resources.

I extend my congratulations to the
university, the president of the Univer-
sity of Connecticut, Head Coach Geno
Auriemma and his staff, and the hard-
working players and the fans.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield as much time as he
may consume to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr.
COURTNEY).

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, Vince
Lombardi, the legendary NFL coach
once said, ‘‘Perfection is not attain-
able, but if we chase perfection we can
catch excellence.”

That beautiful statement, I think,
really describes to a “T” the UConn
women’s basketball team, which today
stands as a history-making organiza-
tion with 78 straight wins. They are
now only 9 wins short of catching the
record by the UCLA men’s basketball
team led by Coach Wooden back in the
1960s. And there are a lot of us in Con-
necticut, and I am proud to represent
the district where the University of
Connecticut is located, who are con-
fident that we are actually going to see
that milestone fall sometime during
next year’s basketball season because
of the amazing talent that has been as-
sembled at the University of Con-
necticut campus, but also the system
that Coach Auriemma has put together
over the last number of years.

Again, I want to thank the other
Members who have gone through chap-
ter and verse, in terms of the incredible
season, which the UConn women ac-
complished. Again, it’s a team that
last year won the national title. There
was tremendous pressure every single
game to see whether or not their win-
ning streak would actually come to an
end. Every team that played them was
as pumped up and psyched as any game
on their schedule because they saw it
as an opportunity to make history, and
the pressure on the UConn women
Huskies was extraordinary, as was the
national media focus as the program,
again, advanced its amazing record
from one game to another. Again, it
was something that these young men
and women had to demonstrate that
they were capable of overcoming.

As the proponent said earlier, the
thing that we are so proud about is
that Coach Auriemma has maintained
a program where academic excellence,
the true ideal of student athletes, is
something that has never been forgot-
ten. The graduation rate has been per-
fect since he has been there. It’s, again,
a great role model for not just young
girls in the U.S. but also young boys in
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terms of really the goal of a student
athlete path towards success in life.

Mr. Speaker, last year when the
UConn women won the national title,
they had the exciting honor to go visit
the White House for an event at the
Rose Garden. President Obama, who
was obviously, as we all know, a big
basketball fan, welcomed them to the
White House. And as the father of two
young girls, he spent a lot of time with
them, getting a chance to become ac-
quainted and then, actually, challenged
them to a game of H-O-R-S-E in the
outdoor basketball court which exists
at the White House.

Much to the astonishment of people
in Connecticut, and also to the wom-
en’s basketball team, President Obama
actually won the game of H-O-R-S-E.
And at a reception that we had a short
time afterwards, the women were very
upset with themselves, but also pointed
out correctly that they were playing in
high heels and dresses while the Presi-
dent had flat shoes and certainly, I
think, had some advantage in terms of
that impromptu pickup game which
took place last year.

At the Christmas party this year,
which I am sure maybe you and others
in the Chamber had an opportunity to
attend, I reminded the President that
the women at UConn were still pretty
upset about the fact that they lost that
game of H-O-R-S-E at the White House.
Mrs. Obama, who is ever gracious,
leaned over and said, well, we will in-
vite them back to come back and play
again. And I told both the President
and the First Lady, don’t worry, UConn
women are coming back with an invita-
tion, because they are going to win the
national title in the 2010 season.

So they have lived up to my pre-
diction, which was made at the Christ-
mas gathering at the White House last
year. In a short time, I am sure there
will be another Rose Garden celebra-
tion of their extraordinary success. I
would bet my house and car that they
are this year going to win the game of
H-O-R-S-E, which they are spoiling for
a rematch at the White House with the
President.

Again, it’s something that the people
of the State of Connecticut are so
proud of there was a huge celebration
last Saturday in Hartford. There were
over 25,000 people lining the streets of
Hartford to cheer on this amazing
group of young women and the amazing
program which Coach Auriemma has
guided. He will now be the U.S. coach
for the national team, women’s team,
and he will be the coach for the next
U.S. Olympic team, which he certainly
deserves given the amazing record
which, again, the prior speakers have
described in chapter and verse.

Again, Coach Lombardi once said,
“Perfection is not attainable, but if we
chase perfection we can catch excel-
lence.” This young group of women, I
think, have shown that they have cer-
tainly achieved excellence and they
have just about shown perfection with
what they have achieved this year, and
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I hope that this Chamber will affirm
that great accomplishment by unani-
mous support for this resolution. I
thank, again, the Speaker and the pro-
ponent for giving me the opportunity
to speak on behalf of this resolution.

Mrs. BIGGERT. I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, again, I
ask all my colleagues to support House
Resolution 1239, as amended.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands (Mr. SABLAN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 1239, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

FITNESS INTEGRATED WITH
TEACHING KIDS ACT

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1585) to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to
improve standards for physical edu-
cation, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1585

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Fitness Inte-
grated with Teaching Kids Act’ or the “FIT
Kids Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) Childhood obesity has reached epidemic
proportions in the United States.

(2) Researchers estimate that medical
costs of the obesity epidemic may total as
much as $147,000,000,000 annually.

(3) The prevalence of overweight in chil-
dren between the ages of 6 and 11 years in-
creased from 4.0 percent between 1971 to 1974
to 17.5 percent between 2001to 2004, and the
prevalence of overweight in adolescents be-
tween the ages of 12 and 19 years increased
from 6.1 percent to 17.0 percent.

(4) Recent studies indicating that 17 per-
cent of 6 to 11 year-olds and 17.6 percent of 12
to 19 year-olds are considered obese. Further-
more, 33 percent of 6 toll year olds and 34
percent of 12 to 19 year olds are overweight;
these rates have roughly doubled since 1980.

(5) Of all United States deaths from major
chronic disease, 23 percent are linked to sed-
entary lifestyles that now begin at child-
hood.

(6) Overweight adolescents have a 70 to 80
percent chance of becoming overweight
adults, increasing their risk for chronic dis-
ease, disability, and death.

(7) A decline in physical activity has con-
tributed to the unprecedented epidemic of
childhood obesity.

(8) The Physical Activity Guidelines for
Americans published by the Secretary of
Health and Human Services recommend that
children engage in 60 minutes or more of
physical activity each day.
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(9) In a 2005 Government Accountability
Office report on key strategies to include in
programs designed to target childhood obe-
sity, ‘‘increasing physical activity’” was
identified as the most important component
in any such program.

(10) Part of the decline in physical activity
has been in our Nation’s schools, where phys-
ical education programs have been cut back
in the past 2 decades.

(11) The national standard for physical
education frequency, as outlined in the
Physical Activity Guidelines for Americans,
is 150 minutes per week in elementary school
and 225 minutes per week in middle school
and high school.

(12) Only 3.8 percent of elementary schools,
7.9 percent of middle schools, and 2.1 percent
of high schools provide daily physical edu-
cation or its equivalent for the entire school
year, and 22 percent of schools do not require
students to take any physical education at
all.

(13) Among children ages 9 to 13, 61.5 per-
cent do not participate in any organized
physical activity during out-of-school hours.

(14) Regular physical activity is associated
with a healthier, longer life and a lower risk
of cardiovascular disease, high blood pres-
sure, diabetes, obesity, and some cancers.

(15) Research suggests a strong correlation
between children’s fitness and their aca-
demic performance as measured by grades in
core subjects and standardized test scores.

(16) Approximately 81 percent of adults be-
lieve daily physical education should be
mandatory in schools.

SEC. 3. INCREASING AWARENESS OF PHYSICAL
ACTIVITY OPPORTUNITIES AT
SCHOOL.

(a) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES.—Not
later than 1 year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, and annually thereafter,
each local educational agency located in a
State receiving funds under part A of title I
of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6311 et seq.) shall—

(1) post on its Internet website, or other-
wise make available to parents and families
of students served by the agency, informa-
tion on healthful eating habits, physical edu-
cation, and physical activity, including in-
formation on—

(A) the importance of a healthy lifestyle
(including healthful eating habits, physical
education, and physical activity) for an ef-
fective learning environment;

(B) how schools served by the agency are
promoting healthy lifestyles, including in-
formation on applicable elementary school
and secondary school programs and policies
regarding nutrition, physical education, and
physical activity (including coordinated
school health plans or local wellness poli-
cies, as applicable);

(C) whether the schools served by the agen-
cy follow an age-appropriate physical edu-
cation curriculum for all elementary school
and secondary school students enrolled in
the schools that adheres to national guide-
lines adopted by the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention of the Department of
Health and Human Services or the State in
which the school is located;

(D) the most recent national recommenda-
tions for physical education and physical ac-
tivity for elementary school and secondary
school students, as established by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention of
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices; and

(E) a description of the amount of time
that students in kindergarten through grade
12 served by the agency are required to spend
in physical education, disaggregated by
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grade level, including information on cri-
teria for granting students a waiver or ex-
emption, or allowing a substitution for the
requirement; and

(2) assist each school served by the agency
in collecting and disseminating (such as
through the Internet website of the school)
to parents and families of students enrolled
in the school, information on—

(A) whether the school follows an age-ap-
propriate physical education curriculum for
all students enrolled in the school that ad-
heres to national guidelines adopted by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
of Health and Human Services or the State
in which the school is located;

(B) the most recent national recommenda-
tions for physical education and physical ac-
tivity for elementary school and secondary
school students, as established by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention of
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices;

(C) the requirements described in para-
graph (1)(E);

(D) a description of the facilities available
for physical education and physical activity
for students enrolled in the school; and

(E) if applicable, any health and wellness
council (such as a school health council or
local wellness policy council) located in the
school or that the school is involved with,
including information on—

(i) members;

(ii) membership criteria;

(iii) opportunities for parental involve-
ment; and

(iv) meeting dates and agendas.

(b) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES.—

1) SUBMISSION;  INFORMATION  AVAIL-
ABILITY.—Not later than 15 days after a local
educational agency described in subsection
(a) posts on its Internet website the informa-
tion described in subsection (a)(1)(E), and an-
nually thereafter, the local educational
agency shall provide to the applicable State
educational agency the information de-
scribed in such subsection.

(2) ADDITIONAL DUTIES OF THE STATE EDU-
CATIONAL AGENCY.—A State educational
agency that receives information under para-
graph (1) shall ensure that the information is
made available to the general public within
a reasonable period of time, such as through
the Internet website of the State educational
agency.

SEC. 4. STUDIES ON PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND FIT-
NESS.

(a) NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL STUDY.—
Subject to the availability of funds appro-
priated to carry out this subsection, the Sec-
retary of Education shall enter into a con-
tract with the National Research Council of
the National Academy of Sciences to—

(1) examine and make recommendations
regarding—

(A) various means that may be employed
to incorporate physical activity into elemen-
tary school and secondary school settings,
and before- and after-school programs;

(B) innovative and effective ways to in-
crease physical activity for all students in
kindergarten through grade 12; and

(C) efforts to encourage the participation
of students with disabilities in physical edu-
cation programs and the types of accom-
modations used to increase the participation
of such students;

(2) study the impact of health, level of
physical activity, and amount of physical
education on students’ ability to learn and
maximize performance in school; and

(3) study and provide specific recommenda-
tions for effectively measuring the progress
students, at the elementary school and sec-
ondary school level, in increasing physical
activity and improving their health and
well-being, including improving their—
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(A) knowledge, awareness, and behavior,
related to nutrition and physical activity;

(B) cognitive development, and fitness,
with physical education;

(C) knowledge of lifetime physical activity
and health promotion; and

(D) performance on overall health indica-
tors, including flexibility, endurance,
strength, balance, and blood pressure.

(b) NATIONAL FITNESS STUDY.—Subject to
the availability of funds to carry out this
subsection, the Secretary of Education shall
conduct a study on the participation of stu-
dents in physical education and other phys-
ical activities in public elementary schools
and public secondary schools that—

(1) examines student participation in exer-
cise (including sports and active games), in-
cluding the types, frequency, duration, and
seasonality of exercise participation,
through—

(A) school physical education classes;

(B) other school programs; and

(C) intramural activities; and

(2) assesses student physical activity and
fitness levels.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated such
sums as may be necessary to carry out this
section for fiscal year 2011.

SEC. 5. DISSEMINATION OF BEST PRACTICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Education shall identify and
make available to State educational agen-
cies and local educational agencies, best
practices on innovative physical education
and physical activity policies and programs
at the State and local level, including best
practices that—

(1) identify and address common challenges
to States and local educational agencies in
implementing physical education and phys-
ical activity policies and programs, includ-
ing Dbarriers for meeting national rec-
ommendations for physical education and
physical activity in schools, as established
by the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention of the Department of Health and
Human Services; and

(2) meet or are working toward meeting
the national recommendations for physical
education and physical activity in schools,
as established by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention of the Department of
Health and Human Services.

(b) UPDATING BEST PRACTICES.—The Sec-
retary shall update the best practices de-
scribed in subsection (a) after completion of
the study carried out under section 4(a).

SEC. 6. PROMOTING THE HEALTHIERUS SCHOOL
CHALLENGE.

The Secretary of Education, in collabora-
tion with the Secretary of Agriculture, shall
encourage schools to participate in the
HealthierUS School Challenge of the Food
and Nutrition Service of the Department of
Agriculture.

SEC. 7. DEFINITIONS.

Except as otherwise provided, any term
used in this Act that is defined in section
9101 of the Elementary and Secondary Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801) shall have
the meaning given the term in such section.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from the
Northern Mariana Islands (Mr. SABLAN)
and the gentlewoman from Illinois
(Mrs. BIGGERT) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from the Northern Mariana Islands.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I request

5 legislative days during which Mem-
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bers may revise and extend and insert
extraneous material on H.R. 1585 into
the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands?

There was no objection.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1585, which brings much-needed
attention to the role of physical atten-
tion and activity in our Nation’s
schools and the importance of healthy
living and active lifestyles.

This legislation comes at a critical
time. Obesity among our Nation’s chil-
dren has not only reached epidemic
proportions, it has become a public
health crisis. The danger of childhood
obesity is far greater than any other
health-related emergency we have seen
in the past decade. The percentage of
children that are overweight in Amer-
ica has tripled over the last 30 years.
Nearly 25 million children and teens
are considered overweight or obese, a
number that keeps on rising.

The First Lady has recognized the
need to address this epidemic and has
created the ‘‘Let’s Move” initiative.
Her initiative has four key pillars to
achieve the goal of ending childhood
obesity: Getting parents more involved
and informed about nutrition and exer-
cise; making healthy foods more acces-
sible and affordable; increasing atten-
tion to physical activity; and lastly,
improving the quality of food in the
school meal programs.

This legislation touches on many of
those goals, making available impor-
tant information to parents and com-
munities regarding the type of physical
education being provided to students,
encouraging increased physical edu-
cation and activity and promoting the
Healthier U.S. School Challenge, which
recognizes schools that are creating
healthier school environments through
their promotion of good nutrition and
physical activity. The legislation will
also make available best practices for
innovative and successful physical edu-
cation programs and policies at the
State and local level.

Finally, the bill calls for a National
Research Council study to figure out
the best way to incorporate physical
activity into the school day and study
the relationship between physical ac-
tivity and cognitive development and
academic achievement. This study will
build on recent research that has
shown that children’s health has a sta-
tistically significant impact on their
academic achievement and a decline in
physical education may contribute to a
decline in school performance.

I am glad to join the First Lady in
encouraging awareness of the impor-
tance of physical education in our
schools. By investing in our children
and their future, we will be investing
in our country’s future health and
prosperity.
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Mr. Speaker,
Representative
tive WAMP for
ward and urge
port it.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I yield such time as he may con-
sume to a sponsor of this bill, Mr.
WAMP of Tennessee.

Mr. WAMP. I thank the gentlewoman
and the chairman for the time, and I
will commend Representative KIND,
Representative INSLEE, and many oth-
ers for bringing this legislation to the
floor.

But this is just a start of what we
need to do in this country. Mr. Speak-
er, we have 13-year-olds all over this
country on high blood-pressure medica-
tion. We have a type 2 diabetes and
chronic obesity problem in America.

We do have a lot of Federal involve-
ment in education. Now we can debate
how much of that we should have and,
frankly, as someone who seeks to be
the 49th Governor of Tennessee, I don’t
want any more. I want local control
and State control, but we do have,
through the Primary and Secondary
Education Act and now No Child Left
Behind, a lot of Federal involvement.

What we really wanted was in the
multiple measures category, physical
education to be counted as other re-
quirements are, because Thomas Jef-
ferson said 200 years ago a child who is
not physically well struggles with
learning.

I would like to thank
KIND and Representa-
bringing this bill for-
my colleagues to sup-
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We now know that is true and more
true today than it was then because of
these afflictions, because of poor nutri-
tion. We know in my home State, with
research from Dr. Mark Houston, that
healthy doses of fresh fruits and vege-
tables can lower the cancer rate in
your State by 40 percent. Nutrition is
incredibly important.

Physical activity is how children per-
form better. All the research shows if a
child gets a good healthy dose of car-
diovascular exercise, their brain func-
tions much better, they test much bet-
ter, they sleep better, their quality of
life increases. Children who are phys-
ically well do much better. We have got
to recognize that.

Now, No Child Left Behind has
squeezed out a couple of things from
public education: one is PE, the other
is arts education. That is really unfor-
tunate because arts education is a left
brain thing that broadens a child’s di-
mension of education and learning, and
physical activity is essential to a child
learning and growing and becoming
productive, let alone the consequences
of type 2 diabetes and obesity and hy-
pertension among young people, which
can be a life sentence. So this is a mat-
ter of life or death.

So if we are going to have Federal in-
volvement in education decisions, we
better have PE as part of the mix. We
better have the best research for the
States, which is what this bill gets to,
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on how to incorporate physical edu-
cation into the curriculum and the
daily regimen of children in school.

Now, moms and dads need to know
this early, but every fourth grader in
America needs to know this is not
about how big God made you. Some of
us have big bones, small bones, wide,
thin, tall, short, dark, light; this is
about knowing that there is a dial in
your life that must be adjusted if you
want to live a high quality of life and
you want to be physically well. The
dial means you’ve got to get a certain
amount of exercise.

PE has been squeezed out of our
schools; it needs to be welcomed back
in with open arms. We need healthier
children. This is a chronic problem. We
tried to get President Bush to make
this a centerpiece issue. We weren’t
able, even though he was very phys-
ically active and a great model for the
country. We need to do all that we can.
This is a minor first step.

We took out all the mandates of this
bill so that people couldn’t complain
about that, but let us at least come to-
gether and say accurate information,
helping schools and States better un-
derstand what works, what doesn’t
work, what is the most effective way to
incorporate physical education in edu-
cation. Mind, body, and spirit is a ho-
listic way to live a high quality of life.
Out of this body we know this; we have
the information. Share it with parents,
teachers, directors of schools and, most
importantly, the next generation. We
will be a better country for it.

I urge passage of this bill and I thank
the authors.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to recognize the gentleman
from Washington (Mr. INSLEE) for 1
minute.

Mr. INSLEE. I commend this bill.
This is a bipartisan bill to attempt to
prevent a bipartisan epidemic of diabe-
tes from swallowing the next genera-
tion. And as Mr. WAMP, who has done a
great job, and Mr. KIND, who has done
a great job on this bill, know, we have
had No Child Left Behind. And as a PE
teacher who helped develop this bill
said, now we need a ‘‘leave no child on
their behind” bill. This will help our
parents work with their children to
make sure that that is the case.

I am particularly appreciative of
what a little physical activity can do
for students in their academic pursuits.
We are not talking about necessarily
growing Olympic champions here.
We’re trying to get kids who are active
to help their academic performance.
My dad is an old PE teacher. I have
seen up front and personal the benefit
of getting kids active. And this is a
very reasonable means to make sure
parents have information of how active
their children are because we intend, in
a bipartisan way, to stop a bipartisan
diabetes epidemic. This is a great bill;
let’s pass it.

Mrs. BIGGERT. At this time, I would
like to yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP).
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Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Two hundred
years ago, James Madison, on the
House floor, gave the following speech,
and he said: ‘“If Congress can employ
money indefinitely to the general wel-
fare and are the soul and supreme
judges of the general welfare, they may
appoint teachers in every State, coun-
ty and parish, they may take into their
own hands the education of children,
establishing in like manner schools
throughout the Nation.”

What Madison said sarcastically 200
years ago is actually before us in bill
form today. Madison concluded by say-
ing: “Were the power of Congress to be
established in the latitude contended
for, it would subvert the foundations
and transmute the very nature of lim-
ited government established by the
people of America.”

Now, are the sponsors of this bill sin-
cere? Yes. Are the goals of this pro-
gram good? Yes. Would this program be
beneficial for kids? Yes. Should the
Federal Government take the initia-
tive to introduce it? No. If we view the
different responsibility levels of gov-
ernment, someone has to stand up and
say, stop, we are not a school board.

There is also a practical reality of
this legislation. The most common re-
sponse to top-down mandates of teach-
ers who have to implement it is, this
too shall pass, which simply means the
potential grants in the future may be
good, but a buy-in has to come at a
local level, which means the advocates
of this program should be taking their
initiative to every local district where
they can get that buy-in from those
who have to implement it. It will take
a lot more time and work, but it is
much more effective in the long run be-
cause the reporting requirements that
will be mandated on every district in
this Nation by this bill will produce
more resentment than reform.

This bill is well-intentioned, it has
all sorts of good motives; but because
of that, it is too important to allow it
to remain at the Federal level. It must
be done in the districts where it will
actually have some impact.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to recognize the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND) for 4 min-
utes.

(Mr. KIND asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIND. I thank my friend for
yielding me time.

In response to my good friend from
Utah, I know his belief is sincere, but
just to be clear with this legislation be-
fore us, we are not mandating that
schools and school districts have to
offer physical education, merely in-
forming parents and the community
what physical activity and what phys-
ical education courses are being pro-
vided today. And we are very careful in
that.

But there is a very simple concept
behind the FIT Kids legislation before
us today, and that is this: studies have
shown that it is hard to develop a
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healthy mind without a healthy body.
And as my good friend from Tennessee
(Mr. WAMP) has been fond of saying,
one of the best antidepressants ever in-
vented in the entire world is just good
old-fashioned sweat. That is what we
are up against with the childhood obe-
sity epidemic that is ravaging our
country and our youth today, the onset
of early childhood type 2 juvenile dia-
betes, cardiovascular disease.

Close to 75 percent of kids today are
on the verge of being overweight. We
know that 80 percent of them will be
overweight in adult life if something
isn’t done to preempt that at a much
sooner level. That is what’s behind the
movement towards the FIT Kids legis-
lation. It is an attempt to try to em-
phasize physical activity and physical
education courses back in our schools
today.

Why is this important? Again, part of
the reason, as Mr. WAMP pointed out, is
that with the advent of No Child Left
Behind, various courses that were of-
fered in the past are being squeezed.
Arts is being dropped, and physical
education, especially, is one of those
courses that is viewed more and more
as a discretionary item rather than
something that is necessary to enhance
our own child’s performance in the
classroom. We know that when kids are
more physically active, they tend to
perform better in schools, test scores
go up, there is less disciplinary pro-
grams, graduation rates go up, and
their overall health improves—all wor-
thy goals that we need to be encour-
aging and supporting more of through-
out the Nation.

But today, only 4 percent of elemen-
tary schools, 8 percent of middle
schools, 2 percent of high schools even
provide daily physical education in
their schools. Twenty-two percent of
schools don’t require students to take
physical education at all, and that
number is growing. Sixty-two percent
of children don’t receive any physical
activity outside of school hours, and
schools are providing less and fewer
physical activity opportunities.

What FIT Kids will do is work to en-
sure that kids are active during the
school day and are taught from an
early age the benefits of living an ac-
tive and healthy lifestyle. The bill will
have schools make information avail-
able to parents and communities about
the type of physical education being
provided to students for each grade in
relation to the recommended amounts
established by the CDC, as well as in-
formation on the importance of living
healthy and active lifestyles.

It will enact a National Resources
Council study through the National
Academy of Sciences to figure out the
best way to incorporate physical activ-
ity in the school day and study the re-
lationship between physical activity
and cognitive development and aca-
demic achievement where there is a
dearth of research being provided
today. And it will make available best
practices for innovative and successful
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physical education programs and poli-
cies at the State and local levels so
schools and school districts are not
being asked to recreate the wheel try-
ing to figure out what works and what
doesn’t. There are many model pro-
grams that already exist that we can
help share through the modeling of
best practices and get that information
out to empower more schools and
therefore more families.

Ultimately, and I would agree with
my friend from Utah, it really does
come down to personal responsibility,
for us to take more personal control
over our own healthy lifestyle deci-
sions. We all know what we all need to
be doing a Dbetter job of—eating
healthier, exercising more, not smok-
ing, and especially for us parents, to
work much closer and earlier with our
children at the earliest possible age to
help them develop the good lifestyle
decisions that will continue through-
out their life. And that will mean, from
time to time, unplugging them from
the technology that so many of our
kids are addicted to. I have two little
boys at home myself.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time has expired.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman 1 additional minute.

Mr. KIND. I know the power that
technology holds over our kids today
from XBoxes and TiVos and cell phones
and BlackBerrys and all, but it is also
leading to a more sedentary lifestyle,
increasing the childhood obesity epi-
demic. It is up to us parents working in
the home, providing a good model of
care and working with our kids to es-
tablish these good practices.

Again, I want to thank my col-
leagues, Mr. WAMP and Mr. INSLEE, for
being original sponsors of the legisla-
tion, the gentlelady from Illinois (Mrs.
BIGGERT), who is also a cosponsor of
this bill. I want to thank Chairman
MILLER and the members of the Edu-
cation and Labor Committee for the
hearings and the attention brought to
it. I also want to thank the over 50 or-
ganizations that have endorsed this
legislation, such as the American
Heart Association, the NFL Players
Association with their Play 60 cam-

paign, the National Association of
Sport and Physical Education, the
American Diabetes Association, the

Sporting Goods Manufacturers Associa-
tion; the first lady, Michele Obama,
along with the President, that has ele-
vated the cause of children’s health to
new levels and new attention in this
country; my own staff person, Shannon
Glynn, who has worked tirelessly on
this bill; and not least, Richard Sim-
mons, who has been a tireless advocate
promoting FIT Kids throughout the
Nation, testifying here in Congress, ap-
pearing before press conferences, on
Jay Leno, on David Letterman, and
visiting hundreds and hundreds of
schools every year for his life mission
of promoting healthy living habits for
not just adults, but especially the chil-
dren in our lives. I thank Richard Sim-
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mons for his leadership and his tireless
advocacy on FIT Kids.

I ask my colleagues to support it. It’s
the right thing to do, it’s the right
step, more needs to be done. This is a
good place to start.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1585, the Fitness Integrated
with Teaching Kids Act, or the FIT
Kids Act. I want to thank my good
friends, Congressman RON KIND of Wis-
consin and Congressman ZACH WAMP of
Tennessee, for sponsoring this piece of
legislation and for their tireless work
to reduce childhood obesity.

Childhood obesity is an issue that
has now reached epidemic proportions
in the United States. In 2008, 17 percent
of children between the ages of 2 and 19
were obese and approximately 70 to 80
percent of overweight or obese children
remain obese in adulthood. Unfortu-
nately, these obese children are more
likely to develop diseases such as high
blood pressure and type 2 diabetes.

As we all know, both diet and exer-
cise are important to the maintenance
of a healthy weight. Unfortunately,
most of today’s children live sedentary
lifestyles; in fact, less than one-third of
high school students currently meet
recommended levels of physical activ-
ity. The FIT Kids Act requires States
and localities to provide information
to parents and families on the impor-
tance of a healthy lifestyle, including
eating habits, physical education, and
physical activity. It does not require
physical education in schools.

School districts would also collect
information on how schools are pro-
moting good nutrition and physical ac-
tivity, whether the school has an age-
appropriate physical education cur-
riculum, the amount of time that stu-
dents spend in physical education, a de-
scription of the facilities available for
PE, and information on any local
health and wellness councils. And, fi-
nally, the bill would authorize the Na-
tional Research Council and the De-
partment of Education to conduct two
important studies on physical activity.

As a cosponsor of H.R. 15685, I believe
that physical education will play an
important role in attacking the child-
hood obesity crisis that is negatively
impacting our young people. And we
will also learn, as we are learning more
about the brain, how PE in school real-
1y helps to develop that brain.
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When I was in the Illinois General
Assembly, I worked really hard to en-
sure that the schools in the State of I1-
linois had access to daily physical edu-
cation. I am proud to say that Illinois
still has a mandatory PE requirement
for all elementary and secondary stu-
dents in school, and it really is the
only State that has mandatory PE.

I have also had the privilege of work-
ing with the local Naperville, Illinois,
chapter of the nonprofit organization
PE4life, whose mission it is to inspire
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active, healthy living by advancing the
development of daily health- and
wellness-based physical education pro-
grams for all children, not just for
those who are athletically inclined.

Now, I went over there, and I rode a
bicycle, racing against these kids—the
kind of bicycles where you see this
road before you, and you’ve got to stay
on it, and these kids are whipping
along, and I'm falling off the edge of
the road; but this is the kind of thing
that’s fun for kids to do in order to
learn a healthy lifestyle.

The other thing that something like
PE4life does is it tracks their fitness
from the time they get on those bicy-
cles in September to the time they get
off a lot of these machines in order to
see how they have become personally
more fit, and it inspires them to care
about their nutrition and everything.
So it is my hope that other States will
follow Illinois’ lead by making physical
education a priority in all of their
schools.

So, once again, I want to highlight
the excellent work of Congressman
KIND and Congressman WAMP on this
important piece of legislation, and I
hope that we will begin the work of
dramatically reducing childhood obe-
sity.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
H.R. 1585, the FIT Kids Act, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, again, 1
am very happy to join the First Lady
in encouraging awareness of the impor-
tance of physical education in our
schools. T ask all of our colleagues to
join us in supporting H.R. 1585, as
amended.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in
support of H.R. 1585, the “Fitness Integrated
with Teaching Kids Act.” This legislation will
help combat the obesity epidemic facing our
youth by promoting physical education for stu-
dents by providing grants to schools, requiring
State and local officials to report the progress
on these initiatives, and improving teacher
training.

Let me be frank, we are facing a childhood
obesity epidemic in our country. Recently, the
Centers for Disease Control found that obesity
rate for children ages 12 to 19 is 17.6 percent
and we can not allow this to continue. Today’s
legislation is a first step in correcting this dis-
turbing trend by acknowledging that the whole
community must actively participate in pro-
moting healthy lifestyles for children. First, it
requires all schools, districts and States to re-
port on quantity and quality of physical edu-
cation. In addition, grants are provided to sup-
port school counseling and community learn-
ing centers in order to boost children’s nutri-
tional and physical education. It also revises
the professional development program for
teachers and principals to include training for
physical and health education.

Mr. Speaker, just a few weeks ago, this
Congress passed historic health care reform
legislation. The new law will change the lives
of millions of Americans who could not get ac-
cess to health care. While | believe this was
a necessary law, we must also provide our
children with the resources to live long and
healthy lives. | urge my colleagues to support
the bill.
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Mr. SABLAN. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands (Mr. SABLAN) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 1585, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title was amended so as to read:
““A bill to increase awareness of phys-
ical activity opportunities at school,
and for other purposes.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

MATHEMATICS AWARENESS
MONTH

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1270) expressing support
for Mathematics Awareness Month.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1270

Whereas current educational and economic
trends indicate that the demand for employ-
ees with a high-quality mathematics edu-
cation could exceed the supply of individuals
with such an education;

Whereas students who pursue a postsec-
ondary education in mathematics have a
broad range of career choices upon gradua-
tion;

Whereas Mathematics Awareness Month
began in 1986 as Mathematics Awareness
Week;

Whereas April 2010, is recognized as Mathe-
matics Awareness Month;

Whereas the theme for Mathematics
Awareness Month 2010, ‘‘Mathematics and
Sports’’, highlights uses for an education in
mathematics across a broad range of sub-
jects and helps to show students the role of
mathematics in their everyday lives and in-
terests;

Whereas mathematics is found in sports in
the forms of measurement, time, computa-
tion, fractions, statistics, and probability;
and

Whereas Mathematics Awareness Month
encourages colleges, universities, and other
organizations to hold events that draw and
retain students to the field of mathematics:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Mathe-
matics Awareness Month;

(2) encourages colleges, universities, and
other organizations to hold events to honor
Mathematics Awareness Month; and

(3) supports increased public awareness and
appreciation for the importance of mathe-
matics at all levels of the educational sys-
tem in the United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from the
Northern Mariana Islands (Mr. SABLAN)
and the gentlewoman from Illinois
(Mrs. BIGGERT) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from the Northern Mariana Islands.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I request

5 legislative days during which Mem-
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bers may revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous material
on House Resolution 1270 into the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands?

There was no objection.

Mr. SABLAN. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 1270, which recog-
nizes the important role of mathe-
matics in our schools and in our coun-
try.

Family members, as children’s first
teachers, are crucial to student suc-
cess. The more adults become engaged
in their children’s education, the great-
er the chances that children will suc-
ceed. Parents teach children academic
fundamentals by reading to them and
by counting with them.

Mathematics Awareness Month pro-
vides a venue for students from kinder-
garten through high school and their
families to celebrate and learn math.
Institutes of higher education and pro-
fessional organizations organize com-
munity events that highlight math
problem-solving and how math is used
in a variety of careers.

To succeed in tomorrow’s world, stu-
dents must understand algebra, geom-
etry, statistics, and probability. Busi-
ness and industry demand workers who
can solve real-world problems, who can
explain their thinking to others, who
can identify and analyze trends from
data, and who can use modern tech-
nology.

Our Nation’s economic competitive-
ness depends upon rich math knowl-
edge that can fuel industry by our citi-
zenry. Tackling prominent social and
health challenges will require profes-
sionals skilled in mathematics.

Mathematics Awareness Month
began in 1986 as Mathematics Aware-
ness Week, and it became a monthlong
celebration in 1999. Math has been com-
memorated this way every April for al-
most 25 years.

The theme of this year’s Mathe-
matics Awareness Month is ‘“‘Sports.”
All over the country, students and
their families can attend community
events to learn about math in baseball,
basketball, football, golf, soccer, track
and field, tennis, and, actually, car rac-
ing. Additionally, the Mathematics
Awareness Month Web site provides
videos and links to other resources.

Mathematics Awareness Month also
provides an opportunity for us all to
recognize the dedication of our Na-
tion’s math educators and to purpose-
fully look for ways to increase mathe-
matical excellence for all of our chil-
dren.

I commend the colleges, universities,
and organizations which hold events to
draw and retain students into the field
of mathematics.

Mr. Speaker, once again, I express
my support for Mathematics Aware-
ness Month, and I hope this resolution
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serves to inspire our Nation’s citizenry
to seek out events near them.

I want to thank Representative
MCMORRIS RODGERS for bringing this
resolution to the floor, and I urge my
colleagues to pass this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
as much time as she may consume to
the gentlewoman from Washington,
CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS, the sponsor
of this bill.

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in strong support of H.
Res. 1270, a resolution expressing sup-
port for Mathematics Awareness
Month.

Over the last several decades, there
has been a growing concern with the
low number of students who are grad-
uating with a degree in mathematics.
A 2002 report issued by the National
Science Foundation found that the
number of math degrees represented 1
percent of all bachelor’s degrees in
1998, which was down from 1% percent
in 1985. Our concern is that the demand
for those with mathematics degrees
has and will continue to significantly
exceed the available number of individ-
uals qualified to meet our Nation’s em-
ployment needs in the areas requiring
math backgrounds.

Mathematics Awareness Month is in-
tended to raise public awareness and
the appreciation for mathematics.
First recognized as Mathematics
Awareness Week by President Ronald
Reagan in 1986, the need for increased
outreach was recognized. In 1999, Math-
ematics Awareness Month was estab-
lished, and it has been recognized every
year since by the Federal Government
and by interested stakeholders to in-
crease vVvisibility and to highlight
math’s relevancy and importance to
our economic future.

This month, Mathematics Awareness
Month will focus on the relationship
between math and sports, emphasizing
the role that math plays in sports, such
as time and measurement and statis-
tics and probability.

I think what’s interesting is that a
2005 GAO report found that teacher ef-
fectiveness between grades Kkinder-
garten and 12th was critical to a stu-
dent’s ongoing interest in mathe-
matics. As we move forward with the
reauthorization of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act, we should be
cognizant of what is resonating with
students and what is not, particularly
in the areas of mathematics, science,
engineering, and technology. Mathe-
matics Awareness Month is one exam-
ple of how we can help teachers make
that important practical connection
with students in needed areas of study.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mrs. BIGGERT. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as a longtime advocate
of science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics—or STEM—edu-
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cation during my tenure here in Con-
gress, I rise today in strong support of
House Resolution 1270, expressing sup-
port for Mathematics Awareness
Month.

In our increasingly global and tech-
nology-based economy, math education
has become even more important to en-
suring our Nation’s continued eco-
nomic competitiveness. Learning math
is financially beneficial for both our
Nation’s economy and for our students.

In 2010, the top 10 highest paying col-
lege majors were all related to math,
science, and engineering. TUnfortu-
nately, recent National Association of
Educational Progress—NAEP—test
scores has shown little or no progress
among our fourth and eighth grade stu-
dents since 2007. Despite the best ef-
forts of many, this data demonstrate
that much more must be done to im-
prove mathematics education and to
demonstrate its relevance to our Na-
tion’s students.

That is why the Joint Policy Board
of Mathematics has chosen the 2010
theme ‘‘Mathematics and Sports’ for
this year’s Mathematics Awareness
Month. It will highlight the intersec-
tion of the sports world with the wide
world of mathematics, a universal lan-
guage which is used to investigate
questions ranging from the trajectory
of a baseball to the weight of a star.

Sports offer a variety of data, strate-
gies, and probabilities which are each
uniquely suited to mathematical anal-
ysis. Beyond its obvious use in evalu-
ating baseball players and football
quarterbacks, mathematics is nec-
essary to design the dimple patterns on
golf balls and the composition of racing
tires. Today’s baseball and basketball
teams are even utilizing complex, new
mathematical formulas to assemble
the best teams at the lowest cost. This
sports theme will provide students
with countless opportunities to apply a
range of math skills on real-life issues
they encounter every day.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support
Mathematics Awareness Month, and I
urge my colleagues to join me in en-
couraging all schools, colleges, univer-
sities, and other organizations to rec-
ognize the importance of mathematics
in their own curricula.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today in support of H. Res.
1270 to express support for Mathematics
Awareness Month. This year, Mathematics
Awareness Month will take place in April with
the theme of “Mathematics and Sports.”
Events and demonstrations will take place
across the country and include a variety of
workshops, exhibits, competitions, and lec-
tures to both educate people and encourage
the study of mathematics.

As our society becomes increasingly de-
pendent on technology, professionals who
have a deep understanding of math and
science are going to be in high demand. For
this reason it is imperative that we educate the
coming generation to truly understand mathe-
matics and how it can be applied to everyday
life. Simply put, our economy is going to de-
mand an understanding of mathematics, and it
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is imperative that we rise to the challenge and
teach our young people the mathematics skills
they need.

Mr. Speaker, throughout my years in Con-
gress, | have been an avid supporter of math-
ematics, engineering, and other related fields.
| fully believe that we have to hold mathe-
matics education in higher regard as innova-
tion is a direct byproduct of a deep under-
standing of this field. For this reason, Mathe-
matics Awareness Month is incredibly impor-
tant, and | encourage my fellow colleagues to
join me today in supporting this resolution for
both our students and the future of our coun-
try.
Mrs. BIGGERT. Seeing that I have no
further requests for time, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to urge my colleagues to support
House Resolution 1270, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands (Mr. SABLAN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 1270.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE
OF VOLUNTEERISM

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1276) recognizing the
continued importance of volunteerism
and national service and the anniver-
sary of the signing of the landmark
service legislation, the Edward M. Ken-
nedy Serve America Act.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1276

Whereas April 21, 2010, marks the first an-
niversary of the signing of the Edward M.
Kennedy Serve America Act;

Whereas the Edward M. Kennedy Serve
America Act reauthorized the Corporation
for National and Community Service and its
programs through 2014, expanding opportuni-
ties for millions of people in the United
States to serve the Nation;

Whereas the country is experiencing a
wave of new innovation and collaboration to
increase volunteerism; as social entre-
preneurs try new approaches, technology in-
creases access and expands service, and cor-
porate volunteers provide pro bono skills to
nonprofit organizations;

Whereas the Edward M. Kennedy Serve
America Act increases volunteer opportuni-
ties for people in the United States of all
ages, with a focus on disadvantaged youth,
seniors, and veterans;

Whereas the Edward M. Kennedy Serve
America Act promotes social innovation by
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supporting and expanding proven programs
and builds capacity of individuals, non-
profits, and communities to volunteer; and

Whereas the legislation leverages service
to assist in meeting challenges in the areas
of education, health, clean energy, veterans,
and economic opportunity: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes that service is of significant
value to the United States; and

(2) recognizes the first anniversary of the
Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act, and
encourages every citizen of the United
States to continue to answer the call to
serve.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from the
Northern Mariana Islands (Mr. SABLAN)
and the gentlewoman from Illinois
(Mrs. BIGGERT) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from the Northern Mariana Islands.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I request
5 legislative days during which Mem-
bers may revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous material
on House Resolution 1276 into the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from the Northern Mariana Is-
lands?

There was no objection.

Mr. SABLAN. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 1276, which recog-
nizes the anniversary of the signing of
the landmark service legislation,
which is the Edward M. Kennedy Serve
America Act, and the continued impor-
tance of volunteerism and national
service to our country.

For many Americans, including my
constituents in the Northern Mariana
Islands, service is the most valuable
way for them to contribute to their
communities. The Serve America Act
encourages all Americans—from at-
risk youth in inner cities, to people in
rural communities, to people in the
middle of the Pacific Ocean, to seniors
and veterans—to unite in service to
their communities. This is the uni-
versal quality of service that Martin
Luther King spoke about when he said,
“Everyone can be great because anyone
can serve.”’

The Serve America Act expands
many of the current service programs,
including AmeriCorps, which is on a
path to increasing its volunteer force
from 75,000 to 250,000 by 2014. These new
initiatives will specifically focus on
key areas that are the foundation of
our Nation’s growth and prosperity,
such as education, health care, energy,
and veterans.
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Young adults who join AmeriCorps
VISTA commit to serve full time for a
year at a nonprofit organization or
local government agency, working to
fight illiteracy, improve health serv-
ices, create businesses, and strengthen

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

community groups. Programs like
these are valuable teaching tools for
students to apply real-world experi-
ences to issues they may encounter in
the classroom and to grow as individ-
uals while giving back.

Most importantly, the act seeks to
revitalize our Nation’s commitment to,
and engagement in, service, especially
among our Nation’s youth. I strongly
believe that our people are our most
important and best resource, and en-
gaging them in service puts that re-
source to work for the good of the com-
munity as a whole. I have seen the ben-
efits, in my home in the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, to the recipient of service
and the volunteer alike, and I know
that it is a rewarding experience for
both, one that strengthens the ties of
our community.

This week also marks the 37th An-
nual National Volunteer Week. Estab-
lished in 1974, National Volunteer Week
celebrates the spirit of service that has
been so important to bringing Ameri-
cans together, especially in times of
economic hardship. According to the
Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service, 61.8 million Americans, or
26 percent of adults, took time to con-
tribute some volunteer service in 2008.
Those volunteers donated 8 billion
hours, worth $162 billion.

Finally, I want to recognize the per-
son for whom this Serve America Act
is named, the late Senator Edward M.
Kennedy. Senator Kennedy spent his
life serving his country, never forget-
ting the words spoken by his brother
President John F. Kennedy in 1961: ‘‘Of
those to whom much is given, much is
required.”” I am proud that we can
honor Senator Kennedy’s memory by
encouraging Americans to offer service
to their fellow citizens.

Mr. Speaker, once again I express my
support for this resolution commemo-
rating the Edward M. Kennedy Serve
America Act, and I urge my colleagues
to join me in support of this resolution
celebrating its 1 year anniversary.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of House Resolution 1276, recognizing
the continued importance of vol-
unteerism and national service and
commemorating the anniversary of the
signing of this landmark service legis-
lation, the Edward M. Kennedy Serve
America Act.

Albert Einstein once said, ‘‘A person
starts to live when he can live outside
himself.”” Regardless of one’s age or
background, education or interests, ex-
perience or abilities, every American
should have the chance to serve be-
cause all have something to contribute
to the greater good.

The Serve America Act increases op-
portunities for Americans of all ages to
serve; supports innovation in the non-
profit sector; and ensures good man-
agement, cost-effectiveness, and ac-
countability in organizations receiving
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tax dollars. The Serve America Act es-
tablished a Summer of Service pro-
gram to provide education awards for
rising sixth through 12th graders, a Se-
mester of Service program for high
school students to engage in service
learning, and Youth Empowerment
Zones for secondary students and out-
of-school youth. It authorizes Non-
profit Capacity Building grants to pro-
vide organizational development as-
sistance to small and mid-size non-
profit organizations. In addition, it en-
sures that programs receiving assist-
ance under national service laws are
accountable by continuously evalu-
ating them for effectiveness in achiev-
ing performance and cost goals.

Today we recognize the anniversary
of the signing of this legislation and
encourage Americans to continue to
answer the call to serve. I support this
resolution and urge my colleagues to
do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, again 1
express my support for this resolution,
and I encourage all my colleagues to
join me in their support.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H. Res. 1276, which commemorates
the anniversary of the Edward M. Kennedy
Serve America Act and calls on the American
people to consider volunteering in their com-
munities. The Serve America Act, which was
signed into law by President Obama on April
21, 2009, created additional service and vol-
unteer opportunities for Americans by expand-
ing and strengthening existing federal grants
and programs that provide community service.

The Serve America Act provides 175,000
new service opportunities, which more than tri-
ples the number of nationwide volunteers in-
volved in these programs. This legislation in-
cludes initiatives to increase energy conserva-
tion, improve the health status of economically
disadvantaged individuals, and enhance eco-
nomic opportunity for economically disadvan-
taged individuals. Additionally, the Serve
America Act enhanced the existing learning
programs of the National and Community
Service Act of 1990 and the Domestic Volun-
teer Service Act of 1973, by providing year
round opportunities to improve the education
of children and youth. The volunteers involved
in these programs should be applauded for
working to address some of the grave prob-
lems that impact many of their fellow Ameri-
cans.

My friend, Senator Edward M. Kennedy,
came from a family with a long legacy of serv-
ing our country. Today, we take time to honor
his memory, his outstanding commitment to
the public service, and this final legislative tri-
umph. | encourage my colleagues to support
this resolution.

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from the Northern Mar-
iana Islands (Mr. SABLAN) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 1276.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.
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A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

S. 1963, by the yeas and nays;

H. Res. 1104, by the yeas and nays;

H. Res. 1216, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———

CAREGIVERS AND VETERANS
OMNIBUS HEALTH SERVICES ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill, S. 1963, as amended, on which the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
FILNER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1963, as
amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 419, nays 0,
not voting 11, as follows:

[Roll No. 214]

YEAS—419
Ackerman Brown-Waite, Davis (IL)
Aderholt Ginny Davis (KY)
Adler (NJ) Buchanan Dayvis (TN)
Akin Burgess DeFazio
Alexander Burton (IN) DeGette
Altmire Butterfield Delahunt
Andrews Buyer DeLauro
Arcuri Calvert Dent
Austria Camp Deutch
Baca Campbell Diaz-Balart, L.
Bachmann Cantor Diaz-Balart, M.
Bachus Cao Dicks
Baird Capito Dingell
Baldwin Capps Doggett
Barrow Capuano Donnelly (IN)
Bartlett Cardoza Doyle
Barton (TX) Carnahan Dreier
Bean Carney Driehaus
Becerra Carson (IN) Duncan
Berkley Carter Edwards (MD)
Berman Cassidy Edwards (TX)
Berry Castle Ehlers
Biggert Castor (FL) Ellison
Bilbray Chaffetz Ellsworth
Bilirakis Chandler Emerson
Bishop (GA) Childers Engel
Bishop (NY) Chu Eshoo
Bishop (UT) Clarke Etheridge
Blackburn Clay Fallin
Blumenauer Cleaver Farr
Blunt Clyburn Fattah
Boccieri Coble Filner
Boehner Coffman (CO) Flake
Bonner Cole Fleming
Bono Mack Conaway Forbes
Boozman Connolly (VA) Fortenberry
Boren Cooper Foster
Boswell Costa Foxx
Boucher Costello Frank (MA)
Boustany Courtney Franks (AZ)
Boyd Crenshaw Frelinghuysen
Brady (PA) Crowley Fudge
Brady (TX) Cuellar Gallegly
Braley (IA) Culberson Garamendi
Bright Cummings Garrett (NJ)
Broun (GA) Dahlkemper Gerlach
Brown (SC) Davis (CA) Giffords

Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goodlatte
Gordon (TN)
Granger
Graves
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Guthrie
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Halvorson
Hare
Harman
Harper
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heinrich
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hodes
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan (OH)
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.

Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neugebauer
Nunes
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
Olson
Olver
Ortiz
Owens
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paul
Paulsen
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Putnam
Quigley
Radanovich
Rahall
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
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Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt
Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuler
Shuster
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Souder
Space
Speier
Spratt
Stark
Stearns
Stupak
Sullivan
Sutton
Tanner
Taylor
Teague
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Tierney
Titus
Tonko
Towns
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walden
Walz
Wamp
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Wilson (OH)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Yarmuth
Young (AK)
Young (FL)
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NOT VOTING—I11

Barrett (SC) Davis (AL) Neal (MA)
Brown, Corrine Hoekstra Ruppersberger
Cohen Johnson, E. B. Smith (TX)
Conyers Lewis (GA)

O 1543

Mr. DEFAZIO changed his vote from
“‘nay’ to “‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SUPPORTING THE MISSION AND
GOALS OF 2010 NATIONAL CRIME
VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 1104, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
COHEN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1104.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 417, nays 0,
not voting 13, as follows:

[Roll No. 215]

YEAS—417
Ackerman Brown-Waite, Davis (TN)
Aderholt Ginny DeFazio
Adler (NJ) Buchanan DeGette
Akin Burgess Delahunt
Alexander Burton (IN) DeLauro
Altmire Butterfield Dent
Andrews Buyer Deutch
Arcuri Calvert Diaz-Balart, L.
Austria Camp Diaz-Balart, M.
Baca Campbell Dicks
Bachmann Cantor Dingell
Cao Doggett
Eiggm Capito Donnelly (IN)
Baldwin Capps Doyle
Capuano Dreier
Eiiifgzt gardoia griehaus
arnahan uncan
Eg;flon TX) Carney Edwards (MD)
N Carson (IN) Edwards (TX)
Ee?le{?a Carter Ehlers
B:‘maeﬁ Cassidy Ellison
Castle Ellsworth
Bgrry Castor (FL) Emerson
B?ggert Chaffetz Engel
Bilbray Chandler Eshoo
Bilirakis Childers Etheridge
Bishop (GA) Chu Fallin
Bishop (NY) Clarke Farr
Bishop (UT) Clay Fattah
Eackburn Clyburn Filner
umenauer Coble Flake
Blunt Coffman (CO) Fleming
Boccieri Cole Forbes
Boehner Conaway Fortenberry
Bonner Connolly (VA) Foster
Bono Mack Cooper Foxx
Boozman Costa Frank (MA)
Boren Costello Franks (AZ)
Boswell Courtney Frelinghuysen
Boucher Crenshaw Fudge
Boustany Crowley Gallegly
Boyd Cuellar Garamendi
Brady (PA) Culberson Garrett (NJ)
Brady (TX) Cummings Gerlach
Braley (IA) Dahlkemper Giffords
Bright Davis (CA) Gingrey (GA)
Broun (GA) Davis (IL) Gohmert
Brown (SC) Davis (KY) Gonzalez
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Goodlatte
Gordon (TN)
Granger
Graves
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Guthrie
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Halvorson
Hare
Harman
Harper
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heinrich
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hodes
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan (OH)
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack

Barrett (SC)
Brown, Corrine
Cleaver

Maffei
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
MecClintock
McCollum
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McIntyre
McKeon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Patrick
Murphy, Tim
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neugebauer
Nunes
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
Olson
Olver
Ortiz
Owens
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paul
Paulsen
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Putnam
Quigley
Radanovich
Rahall
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen

Cohen
Conyers
Davis (AL)
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Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt
Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuler
Shuster
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Souder
Space
Speier
Spratt
Stark
Stearns
Stupak
Sullivan
Sutton
Tanner
Taylor
Teague
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Tierney
Titus
Tonko
Towns
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walden
Walz
Wamp
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Wilson (OH)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Yarmuth
Young (AK)
Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—13

Hoekstra

McMahon
Neal (MA)

Johnson, E. B.
Lewis (GA)

Ruppersberger
Smith (TX)
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). Members have 2 minutes to
vote.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Nos. 214 and 215,
had | been present, | would have voted “yea.”

————

HONORING HOUSE CHAPLAIN
DANIEL P. COUGHLIN

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, my col-
leagues, earlier today in the House, a
resolution was brought onto the floor
honoring the 10 years that Father
Coughlin has served us as the Chaplain
of the House of Representatives.

We recognize that 10 years ago under
the leadership of then-Speaker Dennis
Hastert, he reached back to Illinois and
named a parish priest, Father Cough-
lin, as the Chaplain of the House of
Representatives. For those of us who
are Roman Catholic, it was an honor
because it was the first time a Catholic
was the Chaplain of the House.

Five years after that, Father Cough-
lin took us to Rome for the funeral for
Pope John Paul II, and in doing so, he
was visiting Vatican City where he had
participated in his priesthood. Before
he came here, he was a parish priest.
Before he came here, he had lived in a
Trappist monastery in Kentucky and
deepened his faith there. Before he
came here, he had served the poor in
Calcutta, India.

My own patron saint of the City of
San Francisco, as I said earlier, he used
to say, Preach the gospel; sometimes
use words. That is what Father Cough-
lin did. He preached the gospel by min-
istering to the needs of the poor fol-
lowing the message of the gospel, and
he also then served as a parish priest
and came here to this House of Rep-
resentatives.

In the meantime, last Sunday, as
these two events converged—it’s quite
a coincidence—in Chicago, he was hon-
ored at a celebration of the 50th anni-
versary of his becoming a priest. The
50th anniversary. We all know Father
Coughlin as a modest man, but in a
moment of immodesty he told me ear-
lier that 35 priests concelebrated the
mass, the celebration of his ordination.

And there in the church to see was
his mother, Lucille, 95 years old. Mr.
LIPINSKI, the presenter of the resolu-
tion, was there as well, as well as Mr.
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SENSENBRENNER and his wife, Cheryl.
And I'm almost jealous of them for
having that opportunity to be at that
church to see that celebration, because
every single day here we see his holi-
ness, his goodness. We see him lead us
in prayer at the beginning of the day
under the engraving “In God We
Trust.” When he is not presenting that
inspiration to us, he has invited other
faith leaders to present at the invita-
tion of Members of Congress.

But his goodness shines through. His
inspiration to us is endless. The debt of
gratitude that we have to him and to
Lucille for what he has brought to us is
endless. His service here has indeed
been a blessing to this House of Rep-
resentatives, and I am so pleased that
we are all going to unanimously sup-
port the resolution honoring his 10
years of service here and recognizing
his 50 years as a priest.

Thank you, Father Coughlin,
serving us so well.

I am pleased to yield to Leader
BOEHNER.

Mr. BOEHNER. I thank the Speaker
for yielding.

Let me associate myself with the
Speaker’s remarks about Father
Coughlin. He really is quite an indi-
vidual, and he is there for all of us. And
I think that over the 10 years that he
has served us, he has done a really,
really marvelous job, and I think all of
the Members would agree.

In the resolution that was on the
floor earlier today celebrating his 10
years of service to the House, it men-
tioned that he is in his seventies. Now,
he looks pretty good for a guy in his
seventies. Mr. HOYER is jealous because
he is in his seventies as well. I remem-
ber what it took to be ordained a priest
back in Father Coughlin’s era, and so I
am sure he is beyond just 70, Mr.
HOYER, but I think he looks awfully
good for a man in his seventies.

I think all of us realize that while
Father Coughlin is here to lead us in
the opening prayer or to work with
other ministers who come, he is also
there for our spiritual guidance—days
when we’re sad and, frankly, days when
we’re happy.

But to celebrate 50 years in the
priesthood, that is 50 years of a lot of
service to a lot of people. And on behalf
of all of us, Father Coughlin, we thank
you for your service and wish you a
hearty congratulations.

for

CONGRATULATING REVEREND
DANIEL P. COUGHLIN ON 10TH
YEAR OF SERVICE AS HOUSE
CHAPLAIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, 5-minute voting will con-
tinue.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 1216, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. CAPUANO) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 1216.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 412, nays 0,

not voting 19, as follows:

[Roll No. 216]

YEAS—412

Ackerman Costello Hill
Aderholt Courtney Himes
Adler (NJ) Crenshaw Hinchey
Akin Crowley Hinojosa
Alexander Cuellar Hirono
Altmire Culberson Hodes
Andrews Cummings Holden
Arcuri Dahlkemper Holt
Austria Davis (CA) Honda
Baca Davis (IL) Hoyer
Bachmann Davis (KY) Hunter
Bachus Davis (TN) Inglis
Baldwin DeFazio Inslee
Barrow DeGette Israel
Bartlett Delahunt Issa
Barton (TX) DeLauro Jackson (IL)
Bean Dent Jackson Lee
Becerra Deutch (TX)
Berkley Diaz-Balart, L. Jenkins
Berman Diaz-Balart, M. Johnson (GA)
Berry Dicks Johnson (IL)
Biggert Dingell Johnson, E. B.
Bilbray Doggett Johnson, Sam
Bilirakis Donnelly (IN) Jones
Bishop (GA) Doyle Jordan (OH)
Bishop (NY) Dreier Kagen
Bishop (UT) Driehaus Kanjorski
Blackburn Duncan Kaptur
Blumenauer Edwards (MD) Kennedy
Blunt Edwards (TX) Kildee
Boccieri Ehlers Kilpatrick (MI)
Boehner Ellison Kilroy
Bonner Ellsworth Kind
Bono Mack Emerson King (IA)
Boozman Engel King (NY)
Boswell Eshoo Kingston
Boucher Etheridge Kirk
Boustany Fallin Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Boyd Farr Kissell
Brady (PA) Fattah Klein (FL)
Brady (TX) Filner Kline (MN)
Braley (IA) Flake Kosmas
Bright Fleming Kratovil
Broun (GA) Forbes Kucinich
Brown (SC) Fortenberry Lamborn
Brown-Waite, Foster Lance

Ginny Foxx Langevin
Buchanan Frank (MA) Larsen (WA)
Burgess Franks (AZ) Larson (CT)
Burton (IN) Frelinghuysen Latham
Butterfield Fudge LaTourette
Buyer Gallegly Latta
Calvert Garamendi Lee (CA)
Camp Garrett (NJ) Lee (NY)
Campbell Gerlach Levin
Cantor Giffords Lewis (CA)
Cao Gingrey (GA) Linder
Capito Gohmert Lipinski
Capps Gonzalez LoBiondo
Capuano Goodlatte Loebsack
Cardoza Gordon (TN) Lofgren, Zoe
Carnahan Granger Lowey
Carney Graves Lucas
Carson (IN) Grayson Luetkemeyer
Carter Green, Al Lujan
Cassidy Green, Gene Lummis
Castle Griffith Lungren, Daniel
Castor (FL) Grijalva E.
Chaffetz Guthrie Lynch
Chandler Gutierrez Mack
Childers Hall (NY) Maffei
Chu Hall (TX) Maloney
Clarke Halvorson Manzullo
Clay Hare Marchant
Cleaver Harman Markey (CO)
Clyburn Harper Markey (MA)
Coble Hastings (FL) Marshall
Coffman (CO) Hastings (WA) Matheson
Cole Heinrich Matsui
Conaway Heller McCarthy (CA)
Connolly (VA) Hensarling McCarthy (NY)
Cooper Herseth Sandlin ~ McCaul
Costa Higgins McClintock
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McCollum Pitts Sires
McCotter Platts Skelton
McDermott Poe (TX) Slaughter
McGovern Pomeroy Smith (NE)
McHenry Posey Smith (NJ)
McIntyre Price (GA) Snyder
McKeon Price (NC) Souder
McMorris Putnam Space
Rodgers Quigley Speier
McNerney Radanovich Spratt
Meek (FL) Rahall Stark
Meeks (NY) Rangel Stearns
Melancon Rehberg Stupak
Mica Reichert Sullivan
Michaud Reyes
Miller (FL) Richardson Sutton
Miller (MI) Rodriguez Tanner
Miller (NC) Roe (TN) Taylor
Miller, Gary Rogers (AL) Teague
Miller, George Rogers (KY) Terry

Minnick Rogers (MI) Thompson (CA)
Mitchell Rohrabacher Thompson (MS)
Mollohan Rooney Thompson (PA)
Moore (KS) Ros-Lehtinen Thornberry
Moore (WI) Roskam Tiahrt
Moran (KS) Ross Tiberi
Moran (VA) Rothman (NJ) Tierney
Murphy (CT) Roybal-Allard Titus
Murphy (NY) Royce Tonko
Murphy, Patrick Rush Towns
Murphy, Tim Ryan (OH) Tsongas
Myrick Ryan (WI) Turner
Nadlex_" (NY) Saitlazar ) Upton
gzggiﬁ:gsr Sarlr‘lchez, Linda Van Hollen
Nunes Sanchez, Loretta Xglazquez
isclosky
Nye Sarbanes Walden
Oberstar Scalise Walz
Obey Schakowsky Wam
Olson Schauer P
Olver Schiff Wasserman
Ortiz Schmidt Schultz
Owens Schock Watson
Pallone Schwartz Watt
Pascrell Scott (GA) Wa?(man
Pastor (AZ) Scott (VA) Weiner
Paul Sensenbrenner Westmoreland
Paulsen Serrano Whitfield
Payne Sessions Wilson (OH)
Pelosi Sestak Wilson (SC)
Pence Shadegg Wittman
Perlmutter Shea-Porter Wolf
Perriello Sherman Woolsey
Peters Shimkus Wu
Peterson Shuler Yarmuth
Petri Shuster Young (AK)
Pingree (ME) Simpson Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—19

Baird Herger Schrader
Barrett (SC) Hoekstra Smith (TX)
Boren Lewis (GA) Smith (WA)
Brown, Corrine McMahon Waters
Cohen Neal (MA) Welch
Conyers Polis (CO)
Davis (AL) Ruppersberger
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the

resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

Stated for:

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, this
afternoon, on Wednesday, April 21, 2010, |
was unable to be present for rollcall vote No.
216 (on the motion to suspend the rules and
agree to H. Res. 1216). Had | been present,
| would have voted “yes.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, on April 21,
2010, | regret that | was not present to vote
on S. 1963, H. Res. 1104, and H. Res. 1216.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on all votes.
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REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 3936

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that my name be with-
drawn as a cosponsor of H.R. 3936.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NYE). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Indiana?

There was no objection.

———

GIVING BACK TO OUR VETERANS
AND THEIR FAMILIES

(Mr. SCHIFF asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of the Caregivers and
Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act.
Day in and day out our soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, marines and the Coast
Guard put their lives on the line to
protect our own.

Our men and women in uniform are
the bravest among us, making unparal-
leled sacrifices to protect our precious
liberties and freedoms, and we must do
everything in our power to support
them. This legislation is an important
component of our ongoing effort to
give back to our veterans and their
families.

It will provide long overdue support
to those who care for the disabled, ill
and injured veterans. It will enhance
health services for 1.8 million women
veterans, including care for newborns
for the first time in history. It will ex-
pand mental health services for vet-
erans and health care access for vet-
erans in rural areas. It will end co-pays
for veterans who are catastrophically
disabled.

Today we have an opportunity to
provide for our veterans and families
the valuable benefits they need, have
earned and deserve. On behalf of our
brave men and women in uniform, as
well as their friends and family, I join
my colleagues in strong support of the
bill.

———————

CONGRATULATING RAQUEL EGOZI
BEHAR ON BEING RECOGNIZED
AS THE 2010 MOTHER OF THE
YEAR BY MIAMI JEWISH HEALTH
SYSTEMS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to congratulate Raquel
Egozi Behar, a great member of the
South Florida community and a dear
friend.

Next month Raquel will be recog-
nized by the Miami Jewish Health Sys-
tems as the 2010 Mother of the Year.
Her dedication and selfless service to
the Latin Auxiliary and the Miami
Jewish Health Systems have been ex-
ceptional. It is a testament to her
character and her sense of community.

Raquel has also worked with the
Miami Jewish Health Systems music
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therapy program. Despite all of her
community service and engagement,
the role she cherishes most of all is
that of being a mother and a grand-
mother. Her values and her principles
have inspired her loved ones.

Her daughter, Luisa, has become an
active member of the Latin Auxiliary,
serving on its board and her grandson,
Max, has also become involved with the
Auxiliary and the Miami Jewish Health
Systems.

Raquel and her wonderful family are
truly examples of L’dor V’dor, from
generation to generation. I am proud
to call Raquel a friend and South Flor-
ida is fortunate to have her.

Congratulations, Raquel,
award.

on this

ADDRESSING ALL TERRORIST
THREATS

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor our military forces
who have fought valiantly to strength-
en our counterterrorism strategy. My
top priority as chairwoman of the
House Armed Services Subcommittee
on Terrorism, Unconventional Threats,
and Capabilities is to provide all the
necessary resources to our military in
order to protect our country from ter-
rorist threats.

I would like to especially recognize
our U.S. Special Operations Forces,
who have been an integral part of our
counterterrorism strategy. The TU.S.
Special Operation Forces have been
successful in developing valuable rela-
tionships with the governments in
Pakistan and Afghanistan, ultimately
leading to the capture of hundreds of al
Qaeda fighters and affiliates.

However, terrorism is not limited to
Iraq and Afghanistan. Currently, our
forces are also in regions such as
Yemen to root out terrorists and send
a loud message to those who seek to do
us harm that we will not let them oper-
ate freely like that.

Congress must be proactive about ad-
dressing all terrorist threats to our

country through intelligence, diplo-

macy and with our Armed Forces.
——

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MUST

PAY SECURITY COSTS FOR DE-
TROIT TERROR TRIAL

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, since the attempted terrorist
attack on Northwest Flight 253 on
Christmas Day, I have been arguing
that the terrorist at Detroit Metro Air-
port that was arrested there is an un-
lawful enemy combatant who should be
tried in a military commission.

The decision to try this terrorist in
civilian court, to give him the right to
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remain silent, as well as giving him
three taxpayer-funded attorneys, is ab-
solutely wrong, in my opinion.

Mr. Speaker, as well, this trial will
place undue costs and manpower bur-
dens on the City of Detroit and the
State of Michigan, neither of which is
in a position to absorb additional secu-
rity-related costs. It is wrong, Mr.
Speaker, to ask hard-pressed commu-
nities, local communities, to pay these
costs simply because we were the tar-
gets of this attack while we played no
role in the decision to hold this trial in
the City of Detroit.

It was the decision of Eric Holder and
the Federal Government to try this
terrorist in civilian court in Detroit, so
I think that the additional costs to
local and State government should be
borne by the Federal Government. The
Department of Homeland Security
must stand up and guarantee to fund
any cost to the City of Detroit or the
County of Wayne or the State of Michi-
gan that they would not normally
incur.

0 1615
EQUAL PAY DAY

(Ms. CHU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. CHU. Imagine going to work
every day for decades and giving your
blood, sweat and tears to a company
and then finding out your male col-
leagues were getting higher raises and
making more money for years. That’s
what happened to Lilly Ledbetter, and
she is one of the lucky ones because
she was able to prove that she was paid
less because she was a woman. The ef-
fect of lesser pay is immense. For a sin-
gle woman, it can mean the loss of up
to $2 million over a career, not to men-
tion lower pension and Social Security
payments for the rest of her life.

Today, more women are graduating
from college than men, yet full-time
working women with the same major
and same degree earn only 80 percent
compared to their male colleagues.
That is unacceptable. At this rate, my
three young nieces will be receiving
Social Security before they get the
equal pay they deserve.

But I refuse to wait that long. That
is why the Senate must pass the Pay-
check Fairness Act which stiffens pen-
alties for employers who discriminate
based on gender. I stand today to urge
the Senate to support the women of
America. There must be equal pay for
equal work.

————

RECOGNIZING PETE JOENKS FOR
HIS COMMITMENT TO STUDENTS
AND EDUCATION IN THE STATE
OF ARKANSAS

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Mr. Pete Joenks for
the honor and recognition of being
named Assistant Principal of the Year
for the State of Arkansas.

Mr. Joenks earned his masters in
education from the University of Ar-
kansas in Fayetteville and went on to
teach physics and chemistry for 15
years prior to becoming assistant prin-
cipal at Springdale High School. The
innovative programs he created like
The Sophomore Center at Springdale
High School which 1led to higher
achievement and less absenteeism
among students is a testament to his
character and passion to educate. This
program truly helped those at-risk stu-
dents at Springdale High School to per-
form better in school and to make
more of their education. Mr. Joenks
also created Adopt-A-Pup, which as-
signs every at-risk student with a men-
tor to help them achieve better in
school.

I am proud of Mr. Pete Joenks for his
commitment to education and his ef-
forts to improve the lives of students
in Arkansas, and this is a well-deserved
honor.

————

IRAN SANCTIONS

(Mrs. HALVORSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. HALVORSON. Mr. Speaker, the
House will soon take an important step
by approving a motion to go to con-
ference on H.R. 2194, the Comprehen-
sive Iran Sanctions, Accountability
and Divestment Act. Last December,
the House voted overwhelmingly in
support of this bipartisan legislation.
Now we need to act quickly on the con-
ference report so that we can send a
bill to the President. Every day we
delay is another day that Iran grows
closer to acquiring a nuclear weapon.

A nuclear Iran is an unacceptable
scenario that would be a threat to the
State of Israel, our trusted ally, and
could destabilize the entire Middle
East. It would also be a threat to our
own national security. Enacting
strong, crippling sanctions on the Ira-
nian regime will send a clear signal to
the international community that we
need to work together to prevent a nu-
clear Iran. I look forward to working
with my colleagues and the adminis-
tration to make this happen.

———

CONGRATULATING MCcKAY-DEE
HOSPITAL FOR 100 YEARS OF
SERVICE

(Mr. BISHOP of Utah asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize one of Utah’s
great medical institutions, McKay-Dee
Hospital, as it celebrates 100 years of
service.

Founded by Annie Taylor Dee in
Ogden, Utah, its goal was to bring med-
ical services to underserved areas. In
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1915, the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter Day Saints assumed ownership of
the Dee Hospital, and under the leader-
ship of David O. McKay expanded serv-
ices for even more residents. In 1976,
the LDS church relinquished control of
the McKay-Dee Hospital network to
the not-for-profit Intermountain
Healthcare, leaving it with the charge
to become a model of health care excel-
lence.

Taking this charge of excellence to
heart, tens of thousands of hard-
working individuals have devoted their
lives to healing patients at the three
hospitals that have become the Inter-
mountain McKay-Dee Hospital and
Medical Center, and their efforts have
been recognized as a national model for
providing quality and affordable health
care.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating
the Intermountain McKay-Dee Hos-
pital for its 100 years of dedicated serv-
ice.

——

ISRAEL

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, 62 years
ago, Israel declared its independence
and established a nation founded on
the principles of justice, freedom, and
peace. These founding tenets are not
unlike those on which the TUnited
States was built, and these mutual be-
liefs spurred a resilient relationship be-
tween Israel and the U.S., a friendship
of six decades which remains strong
today.

The United States was the first Na-
tion to recognize Israel, and with that
recognition came a promise, a promise
to help ensure Israel’s security, a
promise to stand behind the only de-
mocracy in the Middle East, and a
promise to always uphold Israel’s right
to exist. On this anniversary let us cel-
ebrate, as the Israeli folk song goes,
Am Yisrael Chai—the people of Israel
live—and may they have the land of
Israel to call home today, tomorrow,
and always.

————
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, inscribed on the Jefferson
Memorial is a quotation from Thomas
Jefferson that reads, in part: ‘“No man
shall be compelled to frequent or sup-
port any religious worship or ministry
or shall otherwise suffer on account of
his religious opinions or belief, but all
men shall be free to profess and by ar-
gument to maintain their opinions in
matter of religion.”

There is nothing about the National
Day of Prayer that compels anyone to
support any religious worship or min-
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istry. There are no ‘‘prayer police.” In
fact, we who support the National Day
of Prayer wish it were more successful,
but in no way do we seek to impose it.
Yet all men are free to maintain their
religion through prayer and other
means.

What threatens some people about a
still small moment of silence for con-
templation or a prayer to a higher
being in whatever form? Nothing about
the National Day of Prayer requires
any person to do anything. So I ask
those who are threatened by this,
Where is the harm to them? The
Founding Fathers gave us freedom of
religion, not freedom from religion.
The court decision declaring the day
unconstitutional cannot stand.

RECOGNIZING THE ARMENIAN
GENOCIDE

(Mr. SARBANES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my strong support for
official U.S. recognition of the Arme-
nian genocide. Notable scholars and
historians who recognize the Armenian
genocide include the International As-
sociation of Genocide Scholars and the
Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity
whose findings are supported by 53
Nobel Laureates. Yet, in the face of all
the evidence, Turkey presses on, ex-
porting a legacy of genocide denial, a
legacy it continues to enforce within
its own borders.

Many of my colleagues express sym-
pathy for the genocide victims but are
hesitant to vote for recognition. Tur-
key’s relentless lobbying campaign,
which threatens retaliation should the
U.S. recognize this historical reality,
has had its intended effect. Some Mem-
bers of Congress worry that recogni-
tion will cause irreparable harm to
U.S.-Turkish relations and therefore
undermine the United States’ strategic
interests. “It’s just not a good time” is
a common refrain. That excuse is al-
ways available, but it is a wholly inad-
equate excuse.

For the sake of its core values and in
true furtherance of its strategic inter-
ests, the United States must take a
deep breath, look its ally, Turkey, in
the eye and recognize this tragic epi-
sode of the modern era to be an unam-
biguous fact of history.

———

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF
TOASTMASTERS CLUB 767

(Mr. BOCCIERI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOCCIERI. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise in recognition of the recent 60th
anniversary of the Toastmasters Club
767 located in Alliance, Ohio, where I
live.

The Toastmasters, now an inter-
national club with members in China
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and India, has given some 250,000 Amer-
icans the opportunity to overcome
their fear of public speaking, become
better listeners, and gain confidence in
community relations. Alliance Toast-
masters has given that opportunity to
people in my community for some 60
years now, having grown from just four
members at its inception to now doz-
ens.

In Alliance, Ohio, and elsewhere,
there are politicians, administrators
and teachers who have gained much of
their confidence and ability to commu-
nicate from their experience in the
Toastmasters Club; but more than any-
thing Toastmasters presents an oppor-
tunity for people to engage with their
neighbor, learn from one another, and
to develop their thoughts about our
world.

In an age of 24-hour news, Internet
surfing and texting, Toastmasters is a
reminder of just how important it is
that we maintain face-to-face commu-
nication with one another. I commend
Alliance Club 767 for helping people in
my community gain confidence in
doing just that for 60 memorable years,
and I thank them for their service to
our community.

HONORING JOSHUA MCMACKLE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, on a number of occasions
many Members have had to rise to
speak of a very sad and tragic incident
that has occurred in their congres-
sional district. Today, sadly, I rise as
well to speak to the terrible loss of
Joshua McMackle, a young freshman
student at Texas Southern University
in Houston, Texas.

Meeting his parents and sister,
Tracy, Moriah, and Bruce McMackle,
his grandmother and aunt, many of
whom were in the service of this coun-
try being Federal employees and law
enforcement employees, it was so sad
to be able to speak about this senseless
and untimely death.

I would say to you that this was a
fine young man, a freshman who had
come to Texas Southern University be-
cause of its special and exclusive music
program. He was a high school grad-
uate of the Randolph-Macon Military
Academy, and he had traveled around
the world with his mom and his par-
ents.

His tragic death occurred as any stu-
dent might have it happen to them.
Unfortunately, when parents send their
children away to learn, some person,
some unfortunate tragic individual
would take a life by gunfire. And so it
was for Joshua a week ago Saturday
when he was with his friends at an
event that should have been joyous, a
fun time, a party, which is perfectly all
right for college students, and along
came outsiders who attempted, if you
will, to turn this into the devastating
tragedy that it was.
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In tribute to Joshua—we memorialize
him this coming Saturday—but more
importantly, in tribute to him we will
say ‘‘Never on our watch again.” I join
with his family and the memorial fund-
ing that they will have to say to young
people across America, enough is
enough, and to be able to enforce the
laws that are necessary, along with the
freedom that we have, that gets rid of
those who think it is okay to take a
senseless life, to beat up a fellow stu-
dent, or to cause the death of someone
they do not know.

May this fine young man rest in
peace. Joshua McMackle, we honor you
for your contributions to America.

———
O 1630
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

GOING GREEN AND SAVING
ENERGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, Congresswoman  DEBBIE
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and my fellow
Members of Congress—MARIO DIAZ-
BALART and TED DEUTCH—and I held a
great press conference with DAN
BEARD, the Chief Administrative Offi-
cer of the House of Representatives, on
how to make our offices more energy
efficient.

Representing such natural wonders
like the Florida Keys National Marine
Sanctuary, I am extremely sensitive to
the impact of our daily routine on the
environment. I am a supporter of the
green proposals, such as increasing the
fuel efficiency of our cars and pro-
moting the use of clean alternative en-
ergy.

However, as we all know, green living
begins at home and in the workplace.
Whether it’s by turning off the lights
when exiting a room, carpooling to the
office, or recycling on a regular basis,
we can all work to improve our envi-
ronments. The buildings of the Capitol
complex, including my congressional
office, are now utilizing the latest in
energy- and water-saving technologies.
For example, the simple action of in-
stalling energy-saving lighting
throughout the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives has saved U.S. taxpayers
more than $175,000 annually. House of-
fices have also increased their partici-
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pation in the recycling of paper and of
other raw materials. Last year, the
House of Representatives recycled
more than 1,800 tons of paper, 46 tons of
bottles and cans, and 1 ton of leather.

In the days ahead, my district office
in Miami will be implementing addi-
tional electricity- and resource-saving
measures. At a time when our Nation
is struggling with high unemployment
and with an unsustainable deficit, we
should be doing all that we can to
eliminate government inefficiencies,
waste, fraud, and abuse.

This week, in celebration of Earth
Day, south Florida families can attend
Miami’s Goin’ Green Celebration to
learn more about how you can protect
our environment, how you can support
green technologies, and how you can
save money on your energy and water
bills. I encourage south Floridians to
attend this important event, which is
scheduled to take place on Saturday
from 10 to 6 p.m. in Miami’s Bayfront
Park. Individuals and families attend-
ing this event can participate in semi-
nars on energy-efficient home improve-
ments, on how to save on your water
bills, and on several other informative
exhibitions. In particular, I encourage
you to register for many of the eco-
friendly services provided by Miami-
Dade County, such as recycling pickups
and the Adopt-a-Tree program. By im-
plementing individual changes, we can
all make positive differences on our en-
vironment.

I will continue to work in Congress
to support policies that encourage fam-
ilies and businesses to be more energy
efficient and less reliant on expensive
foreign fuel. At the same time, I will
continue to be a staunch advocate for
green initiatives that will not put a fi-
nancial burden on working families and
small businesses.

Once again, I urge all of my south
Florida constituents to attend Miami’s
Goin’ Green Celebration this Saturday
in Bayfront Park, which is in my con-
gressional district, to learn more about
living more environmentally friendly
lives. We all have roles to play as we
endeavor to preserve south Florida’s
natural beauty and to improve our
communities’ environments for our-
selves, our children, and our grand-
children.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HOYER addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

—————

COMMENDING AND THANKING OUR
BRAVE MEN AND WOMEN IN UNI-
FORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend and to thank our
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brave men and women in uniform who
risk their lives every single day to pro-
tect America and to keep our families
safe.

We have the very best warfighters in
the world who are led by the very best
commanders, and under President
Obama, our military servicemembers
are experiencing even greater success
in keeping our Nation safe from those
who seek to do us harm.

Earlier this week, a joint raid by U.S.
and Iraqi forces delivered what General
Odierno, the top military commander
in Iraq, identified as ‘‘potentially the
most significant blow to al Qaeda in
Iraq since the beginning of the insur-
gency.” During this raid, two of al
Qaeda’s top leaders were killed, includ-
ing al Qaeda in Iraq’s top leader. This
news was not only a sign of our contin-
ued progress against al Qaeda in Iraq
and its affiliates but of our progress
overall in our fight to quell terrorism
and to keep America and our allies
safe.

Our increased success in killing and
capturing terrorists isn’t limited just
to Iraq. Under President Obama, we
have stepped up the fight against ter-
rorists, and we have strengthened stra-
tegic partnerships in places like Paki-
stan and Yemen. With the help of these
partners, we are finally making signifi-
cant progress in the war against al
Qaeda terrorists and their allies.

We are capturing terrorist leaders
every week, and we are seeing much
greater success in getting our allies
and other countries in the region to
root out terrorists and to send a loud
message that those who seek to do us
harm will not be able to operate freely.
This increased progress is markedly
noticeable in Afghanistan, which for
many years under the Bush adminis-
tration was, frankly, the forgotten
war.

Mr. Speaker, Afghanistan is an epi-
center of terrorism. We cannot afford
to forget that it was the genesis of
multiple attacks that have killed thou-
sands of Americans: our children, our
parents, our spouses, our friends, and
our neighbors. After nearly a decade
with no real plan in Afghanistan, we
now have a strategy for success under
this President.

While we build an Afghan Govern-
ment capable of keeping al Qaeda from
using Afghanistan as a safe haven, we
are striking ever harder at al Qaeda
and at their allies as they hide in the
mountains of Pakistan. Using special
operations forces and Predator planes
and in cooperating with the govern-
ments of Pakistan and Afghanistan, we
have captured or killed hundreds of al
Qaeda’s fighters and affiliates since
2009, far more than in 2008. In fact, dur-
ing this administration, more than 600
terrorists have been killed by drone
strikes. That is more than triple the
amount from 2004-2008 combined.

The President’s new strategy in Af-
ghanistan and in Pakistan, in coopera-
tion with Pakistani forces, also helped
lead to the capture of the Taliban’s
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second-in-command, a former Taliban
finance minister and two Taliban shad-
ow governors. These were the most sig-
nificant captures of Afghan Taliban
leaders since the start of the war in Af-
ghanistan. Building the capacity and
reinforcing the will of other countries
to strike at al Qaeda will, I believe, be
critical toward eliminating this threat
forever. President Obama’s administra-
tion deserves to be congratulated for
its progress on both fronts.

Importantly, this administration un-
derstands that we need a comprehen-
sive strategy to prevent terrorism.
Just as you cannot effectively rid your
backyard of poison ivy by just cutting
off all the leaves, we cannot effectively
destroy terrorist cells unless we take
them out by the roots, cutting off the
supply of recruits that feeds them. So,
in addition to ramping up our missions
to capture and kill terrorists, we are
also now placing a greater emphasis on
taking the necessary measures to pre-
vent the recruitment of violent ex-
tremists.

Mr. Speaker, with the responsible
new steps being taken by our Com-
mander in Chief, with the outstanding
leadership by our commanders on the
ground, and with the unrivaled dedica-
tion and courage of all of our men and
women in uniform, I have no doubt
that our Nation is safer today than it
was 3 years ago. We have come a long
way in keeping America safe from fu-
ture terrorist attacks.

————

UNDERSTANDING THE BUDGET
SURPLUS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. BARTLETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BARTLETT. Mr. Speaker, during
the Clinton years, Washington was tell-
ing the American people that we had a
budget surplus and that we were pay-
ing down the debt. After a number of
months of bragging about this budget
surplus we had and about how much we
were paying down the debt, we had to
raise the debt limit ceiling.

Now, I asked our leadership, Isn’t it
going to be a little difficult to explain
to the American people why we have to
raise the debt limit ceiling if for these
many months we have been paying
down the debt? Why would you have to
raise the debt limit ceiling if you’ve
lowered the debt?

Well, you may not be surprised that
what comes out of Washington is not
always altogether truthful.

I have a little chart here that helps
to explain what happened and why we
had to raise the debt limit ceiling when
we had a so-called ‘‘budget surplus’
and were telling the American people
that we were paying down the debt.

Now, we had surpluses in Social Se-
curity and we had surpluses in Medi-
care, and we had a lockbox. You may
remember the lockbox. We had a
lockbox on Social Security and Medi-
care surpluses. The lockbox said that
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you couldn’t transfer those moneys to
the general Treasury, that you had to
pay down the public debt with those
moneys. So what we did was take the
surpluses from the Social Security
trust fund and the Medicare trust
fund—and there were surpluses there—
and we paid down the public debt; but
for every dollar we paid down on the
public debt, we incurred another dollar
debt in the trust funds.

You see, the national debt, the debt
that really counts, is the sum of the
public debt and the trust fund debt. So,
if you simply decrease the public debt
by increasing the trust fund debt,
you’ve done nothing to the national
debt. It’s a little bit like taking money
from your right-hand pocket and put-
ting it into your left-hand pocket. Ob-
viously, if you do that, you are neither
richer nor poorer after you’ve taken
money from your right-hand pocket
and put it in your left-hand pocket.
That is what we were doing.

Now, very few people know that
there is a difference between the pub-
lic—oh, the public debt is the Wall
Street debt. That’s all those instru-
ments that we give to people when
they loan us money. The trust fund
debts, of course, are debts that we owe
to our trust funds because, for many
years, we’ve been taking moneys from
the American people for Social Secu-
rity, for Medicare, and for about 50
other trust funds—the Highway Trust
Fund and so forth—and we presumably
are taking that money and putting it
into trust for them.

Is that what happens? No, that is not
what happens.

What happens is we take that money,
and if we have any surplus money after
meeting our Social Security and Medi-
care obligations, we then take that
money and immediately convert it into
a nonnegotiable U.S. security. We
move it over to the general trust fund
and we spend it. So there is, in fact, no
money in the Social Security trust
fund or in the Medicare trust fund.
That is really a misnomer. It is not a
trust fund. I guess you might call it a
“trust debt’” because there is nothing
there but I0Us.

Now, this year, for the first time,
we’ve spent more money on Social Se-
curity than we took in in Social Secu-
rity. We didn’t expect that to happen
for several years, but we still have
about, I think, $2.5 trillion of surpluses
in the Social Security trust fund, so
we’ll be paying Social Security for a
while if we can collect or can borrow
enough money from other places to
make up for the money that we took
from the Social Security trust fund
and spent.

So, for those months and a couple of
years, we were telling people we were
paying down the debt. I talked to the
CBO, and I think there was never a mo-
ment in time, if we kept our books on
the accrual method—which, by the
way, we require every small business to
do—when the national debt went down.

Now, another thing: The debt will al-
ways g0 up more than the advertised
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deficit. How can the debt go up more
than the advertised deficit? The debt
goes up more than the deficit because
we make the silly statement that the
Social Security surplus and the Medi-
care surplus offset the debt. Of course,
if you take that surplus and spend it, it
simply incurs another kind of debt.

Well, I hope this helps you to under-
stand. I just thought you’d like to
know.

————

PRAISING THE OUTSTANDING
WORK OF OUR FIGHTING MEN
AND WOMEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. BRIGHT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to praise the outstanding work
of our fighting men and women sta-
tioned overseas. Too often, their work
goes unnoticed, but our safety and se-
curity is contingent upon their success.
On Monday, however, the entire world
took notice of their excellent work.

Two of al Qaeda’s top leaders were
killed in a joint effort between Iraqi
and U.S. forces. General Odierno said it
was ‘‘potentially the most significant
blow to al Qaeda since the beginning of
the insurgency.”

Their success has not been by acci-
dent nor has it been limited to Iraq.
Our allies across the region are begin-
ning to actively engage in the fight
against terrorism, and it is yielding
successful results. We must send a loud
message that those who seek to do us
harm will pay the ultimate price. I an-
ticipate our progress will continue in
the months ahead because we have a
strategy and clear-cut goals in Afghan-
istan.

The administration and the com-
manders on the ground know we must
root out the terrorists who still reside
in the same country from which the 9/
11 terror attacks originated. As a re-
sult, terrorist leaders are being cap-
tured and Kkilled on a regular basis.
Special forces and Predator drones, in
coordination with the governments in
Pakistan and Afghanistan, have cap-
tured or killed more than 600 of al
Qaeda’s fighters and associates in 2009
alone, far more than in 2008. This is
more than triple the amount from the
period of 2004-2008 combined.

The new counterinsurgency strategy
in Afghanistan helped lead to the cap-
ture of, among others, the Taliban’s
second in command, a former Taliban
finance minister, and two shadow gov-
ernors of Afghan provinces. These are
the most significant captures of the Af-
ghan Taliban leaders since the start of
the war in Afghanistan.
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However, as we continue to move for-
ward in Iraq and Afghanistan, we must
never forget about our number one tar-
get. That’s Osama bin Laden. The man
who was behind the 9/11 attacks must
be brought to justice in order to send a
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clear message that no act of terror will
be able to go unpunished.

Last year I twice visited Afghanistan
as part of a congressional delegation to
the regions. We received briefings from
both American and Afghani political
leaders and their military leaders. The
question I asked nearly everyone who
would listen to us was, Where is Osama
bin Laden, and what are we doing to
capture or kill this man?

Our recent success in killing and cap-
turing his allies gives me confidence
that the appropriate steps are being
taken to bring this murderer to justice.
In fact, Commander of U.S. and NATO
forces in Afghanistan, General Stanley
McChrystal, recently confirmed that
the military is actively trying to find
and kill bin Laden. I was very pleased
to hear General McChrystal confirm
his commitment as he continues his ex-
cellent service in Afghanistan.

The strategy in Afghanistan and Iraq
is two-pronged and not only a military
endeavor. In addition to wrapping up
our missions to capture and kill terror-
ists, we are also now placing a greater
emphasis on preventing the recruit-
ment of violent extremists by pre-
venting these countries from returning
to the conditions that fueled such hate
in the past.

In fact, just a couple of hours ago, I
participated in a video teleconference
with the 3rd Heavy Brigade Combat
Team in the 3rd Infantry Division of
the U.S. Army. The ‘‘sledgehammer
brigade,”” as they are nicknamed, told
me about over 120 projects they have
completed or will soon be completed in
a five-province region in Iraq. Their ef-
forts are a big reason we have seen sig-
nificant progress and stabilization in
Iraq over the past 2 years.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues to continue to support our
forces in these two endeavors.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SAN JACINTO DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today is April 21, and when I grew up in
Texas April 21 was a holiday. We didn’t
g0 to school, and the reason I thought
we didn’t go to school was because
April 21 is my mother’s birthday and
she always led me to believe that
school was out because it was her
birthday.

Later I learned that wasn’t actually
correct, that we had celebrated April 21
as a State holiday in Texas because it
is one of the most, if not the most im-
portant day in Texas history. Because
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on April 21, 1836, 174 years ago, Texas
gained complete independence from
Mexico and became a free and inde-
pendent nation for over 9 years.

A little history is due, I think. It all
started when Mexico was a republic, a
democracy, similar to the United
States. Texas belonged to Mexico. But
a person by the name of Santa Ana be-
came President of Mexico. When he be-
came President, he abolished the Mexi-
can constitution and became dictator.
And once he became dictator, he elimi-
nated civil rights for everybody that
lived in Mexico, including what is now
Texas. So Texas sought independence,
and on March 2, 1836, Texas declared
independence from Mexico and cited
the reasons, because of the dictator,
the tyrant who had denied civil rights
to all those living in Texas.

At the same time a group of 187 vol-
unteers, of all races from all the States
in the Union and many foreign coun-
tries, assembled at a beat-up old Span-
ish church in central Texas called the
Alamo. That’s right, 187 volunteers
stood in defiance of Santa Ana’s army,
who invaded Texas. Several thousand
enemy soldiers came in. We all know
the history, that after 13 days of fight-
ing those battles, the Alamo fell and
all the defenders were killed.

However, that battle allowed for Gen-
eral Sam Houston, who was com-
mander of the Texas army, to build an
army to fight back. As William Barrett
Travis said at the Alamo, who was the
commander, a 26-year-old individual
from South Carolina, that victory will
cost the enemy more dearly than de-
feat. And he was right. Because of the
massive losses of Santa Ana’s forces at
the Alamo, he had to regroup. He start-
ed then chasing Sam Houston.

Sam Houston was moving east. He
was headed toward the Sabine-Neches
area, the Sabine-Neches River, which is
next to the United States. We call that
Louisiana. He had yet to fight a battle.
Santa Ana’s armies had been very suc-
cessful in defeating the Texas armies
in almost every battle. And Sam Hous-
ton had yet to fight, but he found him-
self, on April 21, 1836, between the Buf-
falo Bayou and the San Jacinto River
in a marshy land called San Jacinto.
There he stood to fight.

Most battles are fought in the morn-
ing after sunrise, but on April 21 the
Texas army was so eager to fight that
at 3 o’clock in the afternoon they de-
cided to march on Santa Ana’s forces,
which outnumbered the Texans over
two to one.

The Texas army was an odd-looking
bunch. They were volunteers, but they
were from, once again, all over the
country. They were frontiersmen. They
were shopkeepers. They were lawyers
and doctors. They were made up of
Texans and of Hispanic dissent. We call
those Tejanos. They were led by Cap-
tain Juan Seguin, and his Tejanos were
part of the calvary. So as not to be
mistaken for the Mexican army, be-
cause the Texans had no uniforms,
Juan Seguin’s troops wore a playing

April 21, 2010

card in their hat band to make sure
that the Texans knew who they were.

So the Texans marched on Santa
Ana’s forces completely by surprise
and defeated them, an overwhelming
defeat, one of the biggest upsets in
military history. Half of Santa Ana’s
forces were killed; the other half were
captured. The battle lasted 18 minutes,
and one-third of the land in the United
States, which is now the United States,
switched hands.

This is a map of the way Texas
looked after April 21, 1836. Texas
claimed all of the land, which is part of
Texas, part of Oklahoma, New Mexico,
Colorado, Wyoming, and Kansas.

Texas became a free and independent
nation that day, stayed a republic for 9
years, and then joined the TUnited
States. Texas only got into the United
States by one vote when a Louisiana
Senator finally changed his mind and
allowed Texas to come into the United
States.

I mention this, April 21, because it’s
an important day not only for Texas
but for all people who believe in free-
dom. That these freedom fighters,
these volunteers in 1836, many of them
gave their lives for that word ¢lib-
erty.”” A word that we still fight for
today. In our history a lot of people
fought for that word and died for inde-
pendence, both for Texas and for the
United States.

So we honor those brave Texans on
this April 21, the anniversary of San
Jacinto Day.

And that’s just the way it is.

————

HONORING ISRAELI
INDEPENDENCE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, as the
Nation’s newest Member of Congress, it
is truly an honor to have my first re-
marks on the floor be in commemora-
tion of Israel’s 62nd anniversary.

Today I proudly rise in support of
House Concurrent Resolution 260,
which recognizes the independence of
the Jewish state of Israel and reaffirms
the unyielding friendship and
unshakable alliance between our two
great nations.

As Israelis and Jewish communities
throughout the world celebrate Yom
Ha’atzmaut, this resolution holds a
special significance for me and my con-
stituents in Florida’s 19th District. I
proudly represent a district with one of
the Nation’s largest number of Jewish
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Americans, as well as Holocaust sur-
vivors.

So many of my constituents remem-
ber when the promise of Israel was only
an unlikely possibility, and over the
years they watched the amazing real-
ization of this dream and the establish-
ment of this great nation.

For so many of my constituents and
to so many Americans, that day in 1948
when Israel declared its independence
was the day that a promise was ful-
filled to the Jewish people who for so
long struggled to find a place they
could call home. Sixty-two years later,
Israel has grown into a thriving demo-
cratic state with a technologically ad-
vanced economy and a rich, democratic
culture.

The people of Israel embrace free-
dom, and through art and literature,
music and business, the entire globe
has benefited from Israel’s existence
and success. Throughout these 62 years,
the people of Israel have shown an
open-hearted desire to live in peace and
a fierce resolve to protect the security
of their citizens no matter what the
cost. This nation and these citizens
have shown incredible determination
and fortitude in the face of terrorism
and threats from those who deny and
threaten Israel’s very existence.
Whether they be attacks from terrorist
groups like Hamas and Hezbollah or
the continued financial sponsorship of
terrorism by Syria and Iran, the people
of Israel should know that the United
States will always, unequivocally
stand in support of Israel’s right to
self-defense.

The relationship between the United
States and Israel is unbreakable. The
relationship is one between two peo-
ples, our common values, the history
we share, our commitment to freedom,
and our joint vision of a secure and
peaceful Middle East.

From the recognition of the new
state of Israel by President Harry Tru-
man in 1948 through today, let me
make this clear: The United States
stands with Israel and the TUnited
States will always stand with Israel.
The relationship is secure and the rela-
tionship is strong.

This resolution not only reaffirms
Israel’s right to self-defense but recog-
nizes that the single most serious
threat facing Israel’s security is that of
a nuclear-armed Iran. Iran’s illicit
quest for nuclear weapons poses an ex-
istential threat to the state of Israel
and an unacceptable threat towards
the United States. The importance of
this issue cannot be understated.

Just this week, the very week we cel-
ebrate Israel’s independence, news or-
ganizations have reported that Presi-
dent Ahmadinejad has approved new
uranium enrichment plans in Iran.
This threat is real and it is unaccept-
able. Congress and the administration
must work together and use every tool
at our disposal to prevent Iran from de-
veloping nuclear weapons. The United
States must take immediate aggressive
action to ratchet up economic pressure
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on Iran, which I am hopeful the House
will continue to work on tomorrow,
and we must continue to demand that
the international community join with
us in this critical effort.

As a new Member of Congress, I look
forward to working with my new col-
leagues from both sides of the aisle on
initiatives that will strengthen our
bond with Israel, enhance Israel’s de-
fense capabilities, and thwart Iran’s
nuclear weapons program.

America and Israel share a commit-
ment not just to confronting terrorism
and extremism but to bolstering free-
dom, human rights, and democracy
across the globe.

The generosity and kindness of the
Israeli people could not have been more
evident than the days following the
devastating earthquake in Haiti. It was
Israel that arrived on the scene first
and began rescuing men, women, and
children trapped in the rubble. It was
Israel that built the first field hospital
in Haiti and began offering immediate
medical care to the injured. And it was
Israel that stood with those most in
need because of a simple belief in uni-
versal human dignity.

Let us stand with Israel today by
passing House Concurrent Resolution
260 and by expressing our most sincere
hope that our dear ally Israel achieves
the lasting peace it has long deserved.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to congratulate our
friend and ally, the State of Israel, on the 62nd
anniversary of her founding.

A week ago, | had the honor of attending
the National Days of Remembrance ceremony
in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda. | was joined by
3 of my constituents, Marlboro residents Toby
Shylit Mack, Community Relations Committee
Chair of the Jewish Federation of Monmouth
County, and her husband Bob Mack, and
North Brunswick resident Lee Livingston,
President of the Jewish Federation of Greater
Middlesex County.

As always, it was a very moving ceremony.
Sitting in the Rotunda, amidst survivors and
liberators from the U.S. Armed Forces, | was
reminded that even in 1945—out of the ashes
of the most unimaginable tragedy in human
history—there was nothing pre-ordained about
the founding of the State of Israel. When he
was President, Dwight Eisenhower said, “Our
forces saved the remnants of the Jewish peo-
ple of Europe for a new life and a new hope
in the reborn land of Israel.”

However, it took three years of tireless work
of leaders like David Ben Gurion, Chaim
Weitzmann, and Golda Meir—coupled with the
dedicated support of Jews in the U.S. and
throughout the world—to make the dream of a
reborn land of Israel become a reality. Even
upon its founding 62 years ago, there was
nothing pre-ordained about Israel’s survival.

The State of Israel was created with great
courage, and it is from this courage that Israel
continues to maintain its vibrant and strong
democracy today. Israel's achievements over
the last 62 years—in areas ranging from edu-
cation and economics to science and agri-
culture—far surpass what could reasonably be
expected of such a young nation. During my
trips to Israel, | have witnessed the ingenuity
and entrepreneurship of Israelis firsthand.
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The United States always should be proud
that our nation was the first country to recog-
nize officially the new nation. In doing so
President Truman confidently said, “I believe it
has a glorious future before it—not just an-
other sovereign nation, but as an embodiment
of the great ideals of our civilization.”

Our strong commitment to Israel’s existence
and prosperity remain steadfast today. Our na-
tions’ special relationship extends beyond
friendship. It is built on the common values of
equality and opportunity for all and our shared
commitment to freedom, justice, and peace.
Israel is more than just an ally; Israel is an in-
spiration.

Yet this outpost of democratic ideals in the
Middle East continues to face external threats
to her very existence. | have seen Israeli fami-
lies terrorized by rocket attacks, and my visits
have only strengthened my conviction that the
United States must be unwavering in our sup-
port for the right and responsibility of Israel to
protect her citizens from legitimate threats.
While serving in Congress, | have voted for
over $35 billion in economic and military as-
sistance for Israel, and | will continue to sup-
port such measures in the future.

Ultimately, the only way to achieve lasting
peace and security for the citizens of Israel is
to secure a just, permanent, and peaceful set-
tlement between Israelis and Palestinians. |
believe that the greatest service the United
States can provide to Israelis is as a facilitator
in negotiations among the parties. It is my
deepest hope that Israeli and Palestinian lead-
ers soon will join each other at the negotiating
table, with the support of the U.S. administra-
tion, to make swift progress toward an endur-
ing peace agreement.

On Israel’s 62nd anniversary, | believe more
than ever that the future of Israel and the Mid-
dle East is one of peace, cooperation, secu-
rity, and prosperity. | am pleased to join the
Jewish community of New Jersey and all
Americans in celebrating Israel’s national suc-
cesses, her great contributions to the inter-
national community, and her continued exist-
ence as an inspiration for us all.

Mr. GRAYSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 62nd Anniversary of Israel’'s
Independence. Yom Ha’atzmaut, as it is called
in Hebrew, allows us in the American Jewish
Community to pay tribute to Israel by reflecting
on its past achievements, while simultaneously
realizing its capacity to contribute further to
the global community and the advancement of
human knowledge. As a member of the House
Science and Technology Committee, | would
like to pay tribute to Israel’s Independence by
highlighting some of its many accomplish-
ments in the fields of science and technology.

The aspiration of Israeli pioneers to trans-
form a country, which is 60 percent desert and
lacks an abundance of natural resources, into
a modern state, led to strategic investments in
the fields of science and technology, which
are now among Israel’s most developed sec-
tors. Today, Israeli scientists have contributed
to advancements in the fields of agriculture,
computer sciences, electronics, genetics, med-
icine, optics, solar energy, health sciences,
and various fields of engineering. Israel is also
home to many groundbreaking companies in
the high-tech industry, such as Symantec and
Allot. Symantec helped develop cloud com-
puting which secures and manages informa-
tion on the internet, and Allot produces the
broadband pipes needed for smart phones.
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Israel has over 3,850 start-ups that have been
established in Israel, and has the largest num-
ber of NASDAQ-listed companies outside of
North America. Most NASDAQ Israeli firms
are high-tech companies, and over a dozen
have market capitalizations of over $500 mil-
lion.

Proportionally to its size, Israel's contribu-
tions to science and technology over the past
decades have been significant. Israel has
made important contributions in a number of
areas in space research, including laser com-
munication, research into embryo develop-
ment, and osteoporosis, pollution monitoring,
mapping geology, and soil and vegetation in
semi-arid environments. Israel’s lack of con-
ventional energy sources has propelled exten-
sive research and development of alternative
energy sources—specifically innovative tech-
nologies in the solar energy field. For exam-
ple, Israel has become the world’s largest per
capita user of solar water heaters in the home.
A new, high-efficiency receiver to collect con-
centrated sunlight has been developed, which
will enhance the use of solar energy in indus-
try as well.

One of the major problems confronting the
global water supply today is pipe leakage. For
Israel, which is two-thirds desert, water-saving
technologies are of critical importance. The
International Water Association has cited
Israel as one of the leaders in innovative
methods to reduce non-revenue water, which
is water lost in the system before reaching the
customer. Additionally, Israel has surpassed
many countries in the fields of computer engi-
neering and computer science. Israel’s
Weizmann Institute of Science and the
Technion, Israel Institute of Technology are
ranked among the top 20 academic institutions
in the world in computer science.

Israel began research and development in
space exploration after establishing the Israel
Space Agency to coordinate and supervise a
national space program. Israel launched its
first satellite, Ofeqg-1, in 1998, and has since
made major contributions in space research,
including in areas of laser communication and
pollution monitoring. llan Ramon became the
first Israeli astronaut in space when he was
chosen as a Payload Specialist on the Space
Shuttle Columbia.

Israeli companies have excelled in computer
security technologies, semiconductors and
communications. Intel and Microsoft both built
their first overseas research and development
centers in Israel, and other high-tech multi-na-
tional corporations, such as IBM, Cisco Sys-
tems, and Motorola, have opened facilities in
the country. An Israeli, CEO and president of
M-Systems, Dov Moran, invented the first
flash drive in 1998.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that | cel-
ebrate the accomplishments of the State of
Israel on the 62nd anniversary of her found-
ing. Israel’'s successes are a reflection of their
commitment to education and innovation, and
a tribute to the future of the Jewish State and
its people. Our shared dedication to these
matters only further strengthens the bond be-
tween our two countries. For these and many
other reasons, | join with my colleagues in
celebration of Israel’s anniversary—and as an
ally for the protection and advancement of
Israel’s future.

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize and commemorate the
62 anniversary the State of Israel.
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At the same time we celebrate this occa-
sion, we also are recollecting the 65th anniver-
sary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration
camps and celebrating the annual Days of Re-
membrance commemorating the 6 million
Jews murdered in the Holocaust as well as
the millions of other victims of Nazi persecu-
tion. It was out of this torturous past that this
new nation was formed.

On May 14, 1948, the people of Israel pro-
claimed the establishment of the sovereign
and independent State of Israel. Literally, with-
in minutes, the United States recognized the
modern nation of Israel and welcomed it into
the international community. That was the be-
ginning of a longstanding and cherished
friendship between the two nations that en-
dures to this day.

The State of Israel remains one of the
United States’ strongest allies and its endur-
ance is a testament to the ideals of freedom
and democracy. Our nations share the com-
mon goals of peace, freedom, security, and
prosperity for their citizens and for the region.
It is this commonality that allows this relation-
ship to endure despite changes in Administra-
tions, of Congresses, and even disagreements
that emerge from time to time.

Despite many difficulties and challenges,
thanks to its greatest resource—its people—
and the help of supporters throughout the
world—Israel has built a vibrant democracy
and a thriving economy and society.

We must continue to strongly support
Israel’s right to exist, its prosperity, and secu-
rity. One of the best ways to ensure this is for
the United States to continue to work to bring
life to the peace process between Israel and
its neighbors.

While recognizing that success ultimately
depends on the parties themselves finding
compromises and agreements, active U.S. en-
gagement as an honest broker and mediator
remains critical.

This will not be easy. Neither was estab-
lishing the State of Israel. Nor has it been
easy to create a democratic state in a region
where many of these tenets remain largely un-
known and if known, unpracticed. Yet, 62
years later, Israel stands firm.

Again, | want to extend my congratulations
and best wishes to the people of Israel as
they celebrate the 62nd anniversary of its
independence.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, today, not
only do we celebrate the 62nd anniversary of
the founding of the State of Israel, we also
celebrate the strong bonds of friendship and
cooperation between the United States and
Israel. Our country, under the leadership of
President Harry Truman, was the first country
to recognize the State of Israel. And he later
said, “I had faith in Israel before it was estab-
lished. | have faith in it now. | believe it has
a glorious future before it, not just as another
sovereign nation but as the embodiment of the
great ideals of our civilization.” President Tru-
man was right and we need to maintain the
special relationship we have with Israel based
on shared values, common strategic interests,
and moral bonds of friendship. Today, we
honor not only that country’s independence
but the significance of what Israel stands for.

It represents the centuries-long yearnings of
the Jewish people for a homeland of their own
in the land of their forebears. The pogroms in
tsarist Russia in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries and the Holocaust under the Nazi
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regime in the 1930s and 1940s made the idea
of a Jewish people having a state of their own
where they could feel secure and never again
be subjected to such horrors and brutality
even more compelling and necessary.

After many years of struggle, Israel
emerged as an independent state. It gave ref-
uge to tens of thousands of Holocaust sur-
vivors, many of whom had been languishing in
temporary resettlement camps in Europe.
Israel also became the home for Jews from
scores of countries around the world and con-
tinues to provide a refuge to those who face
anti-Semitic persecution.

In 62 years, Israel has transformed itself
from chiefly an agricultural exporter to an
international high-tech superpower, and it has
used its wealth and power to come to the aid
of others in times of need. | want to especially
commend the people of Israel, its defense
forces, and the team of 250 Israeli doctors,
nurses and relief workers who worked tire-
lessly to bring aid and comfort to the victims
of the devastating earthquake that struck Haiti
on January 12, 2010.

Since its creation, Israel has continually
confronted hostile forces that threaten its ex-
istence, and the United States must remain
steadfast in ensuring the security of Israel.
With the assistance of the United States,
Israel was able to achieve peace treaties with
Egypt and Jordan in the 1970s and 1990s, re-
spectively. These agreements made Israel
more secure and greatly lessened the
chances for another Arab-Israeli war with
those two countries. Despite the threats it con-
tinues to face from hostile neighbors and vio-
lent militants, the people of Israel have estab-
lished a vibrant, pluralistic democracy that in-
corporates the freedoms cherished by all
Americans.

It is my sincere wish that peace negotiations
between Israel and its neighbors will succeed,
and that the Israeli people and all peoples of
that troubled region will be able to live in a
lasting peace.

On the occasion of its 62nd anniversary, |
wish the people of Israel continued growth and
prosperity. | will continue working with my col-
leagues in Congress, with the Administration
and with the American people to ensure that
the enduring bond that unites our two peoples
endures for the years and centuries to come.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, on this, the
62nd anniversary of the founding of Israel, |
want to extend my warmest regards to the
people of Israel and all those who made the
Middle East’s first democracy possible.

In the wake of one of the most horrific
crimes against humanity ever perpetrated,
Jews from across the globe sought to form
their own homeland, one that enshrined in
their constitution ‘freedom of religion, con-
science, language, education and culture.’

President Harry Truman was the first inter-
national leader to recognize the state of Israel,
and we’ve been proud allies ever since.

In Israel, Americans can see much to be ad-
mired, and we share common goals and de-
sires. We are both home to countless
innovators, entrepreneurs, scholars, thinkers,
activists, immigrants, and democrats. We both
strive for peace and a more just and stable
world. And we are both familiar with
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the hard trials, tribulations, and triumphs that
come to define a people and a culture.

Let’s continue our strong and hopeful rela-
tionship as we work toward peace across the
globe.

Mr. NYE. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Dr.
Israel Zoberman, founding rabbi of Congrega-
tion Beth Chaverim in Virginia Beach, Virginia,
this passage shall be recorded in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD of the United States of
America:

“The 62nd anniversary of the State of Israel
is a genuine cause for celebration. It is sadly
not a given having a sovereign Jewish state
following a long history of denial, and current
attempts to delegitimize. Israel is both the ful-
fillment and unfolding quest of two millennia of
prayerful persistence and unyielding faith.
From Inquisition to pogroms to finally a con-
suming Holocaust designed to seal the anti-
Semitic rejection of Jewish insistence to live in
fidelity to its own Biblical covenant with God—
Israel’s triumph of survival is thus a statement
of hope in the human potential to endure mon-
umental hardships.

“Yet what is a people to do if destined to
experience the miracle of rebirth in a region as
problematic as today’s Middle East? That stra-
tegic geo-political gateway to continents has
always enticed the appetite of empires for
control, gaining access to resources, expan-
sion and power. Colonialism took its toll, mate-
rially and psychologically, and forced the erup-
tion of conflict between Jews and Arabs.

“The Palestinian national identity, on the soil
that had been the setting for centuries of Jew-
ish life and creativity, brought the two into
tragic and perpetual conflict whose full resolu-
tion still eludes us though progress has been
made. However, the reason for guarded opti-
mism is rooted in the ultimate interests of the
wider Arab and Muslim world, whose tacit rec-
ognition of Israel’s factual and future existence
through Egypt's and Jordan’s breakthrough
diplomatic ties is positive. Let all the Arab and
Muslim states reach out to formally join and
reassure Israel of their intentions at this critical
juncture.

“What has replaced much of the anti-Israel
ideology is the even more potent power of an
extreme Iran, whose leaders’ political plan of
regional domination and world influence is
cloaked in religious absolutism that loathes
compromise, seeking total victory over its ad-
versary. Consequently, Iran has been fanning
and financing the dangerous turmoil produced
by their proxies of Hamas and Hezbollah
whose goal is to foil an Israel-Palestinian
peace settlement while engaging Israel in a
war of attrition on two fronts. Iran’s nuclear
drive is geared toward neutralizing Israel’s es-
sential deterrence, dominating the Arabs and
establishing Iran as a prestigious arbiter in
world affairs, while offering its Ayatollahs crit-
ical hegemony of imperialistic magnitude.

“The United States is bound to Israel
through a special relationship born of compel-
ling legacies of both countries, the common
democratic ethos of free nations and shared
security concerns to combat religious fun-
damentalism, including radical Islam.

“Overall, Israel has achieved much that is
exemplary given constricting conditions. It has
absorbed and saved millions of Jewish refu-
gees. It has reached out to offer professional
expertise and economic aid to many devel-
oping countries across continents. And Israel
has revived the Hebrew language and culture
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and its higher learning institutions rank among
the best with a flourishing top notch hi-tech in-
dustry. Israel has proven that for peace sake
it is ready to compromise, as with the painful
Gaza Disengagement that Hamas failed to ap-
preciate. Hamas is yet to release Israeli sol-
dier Gilad Shalit. A united Palestinian front,
free from Iran’s and Syria’s menacing involve-
ment, and one eager to live peacefully as
Israel’s neighbor will not be disappointed in
Israel’s response.

“As the only democratic state, the West’s
canary, in the Middle East celebrates a hard-
won milestone and heroically maintained inde-
pendence, its fondest dream and secret weap-
on remains an undying attachment to the
promise of shalom’s blessings, and its con-
secrated mission of an historic people to con-
tinue inspiring the human family to bring out
the best within it.”

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
honor that | rise today to celebrate the 62nd
anniversary of a great democracy and our
close friend and important ally, Israel.

The United States and Israel share a unique
and unbreakable bond. This bond is based
upon friendship, common values, and a strong
interest in a peaceful future for the Middle
East. From its first breaths in 1948 until today,
Israel has stood as the foremost beacon of
democracy in the Middle East.

As the sole democracy in the region, Israel
is the United States’ most strategic ally in the
Middle East, and | have supported policies
that strengthen its safety, security and welfare.
Israel must be able to rely on the friendship of
the United States as it takes the bold steps
necessary towards peace in the Middle East.

Some of this reliance comes in the form of
U.S. foreign assistance. Providing foreign as-
sistance to Israel is important as Israel faces
legitimate, external threats to its survival—
Hamas, Hezbollah, and Iran.

We must also provide Israel diplomatic sup-
port in the form of sanctions against the lIra-
nian government, before it is too late. Iran’s
pursuit of a nuclear weapon is a real and im-
mediate threat to the existence of Israel, and
a serious and troubling threat to the security of
the entire Middle East and the U.S. A nuclear
Iran is simply unacceptable, and we must do
what we can to deter this threat.

The Iranian government, and the inter-
national community, must recognize the Jew-
ish, democratic state of Israel’s legitimacy and
right to exist, given the Jewish people’s three
millennia of history in the land of Israel. Israel
is Jewish land, and this must be recognized.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, | congratulate
Israel on its 62nd anniversary. It is imperative
that we continue to remain firmly behind our
friends in Israel. As our strongest ally in one
of the most volatile regions in the world, our
country’s first priority must be to be a true
friend a partner with Israel.

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of the 62nd anniversary of the founding of the
State of Israel.

Americans stand beside the Israeli people in
commemoration of Israel’s independence, and
we celebrate the vision of the 37 Israelis who
established the founding declaration on April
20, 1948, in order to secure a free, just, and
peaceful new nation.

Shortly after Israel was founded, President
Harry Truman became the first national leader
to recognize Israel as a friend and partner of
the United States. Since that time, Congres-
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sional support for the State of Israel has not
wavered, and ties between our two countries
remain inextricably linked.

Last August, | was fortunate enough to visit
Israel with a number of my Congressional col-
leagues. That visit left an indelible impression
on me. It is one thing to read of Israel’s history
and about that region of the world, but it is
quite another to walk through the streets in Je-
rusalem, see Israel from the Golan Heights,
and spend time at Yad Vashem and at
Masada. While there, | also visited Ramallah
and met with Palestinians who are engaged in
the peace process.

Along with my colleagues in Congress and
my constituents back home in Hawaii, | look
forward to the day when the Middle East is a
region at peace. | am confident that our gov-
ernments will continue to work together as al-
lies to ensure that the goal of achieving a
comprehensive peace in the region becomes
a not-so-distant reality.

Congress must also work with the Obama
administration to make certain that Israel’s se-
curity remains intact. On April 15, 2010, a
number of my colleagues from both sides of
the aisle sent a letter to President Obama as-
suring him of bipartisan support to prevent
Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons capability
using the tools we have at our disposal, in-
cluding engagement with the Iranian regime
and targeted sanctions. Although | was in Ha-
waii and did not have an opportunity to sign it,
| would like to go on record in support of this
letter, which reiterates congressional support
for President Obama to do what is necessary
to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weap-
on. Late last year, | voted in support of H.R.
2194, a bill that amends the existing Iran
Sanctions Act of 1996 and imposes additional
sanctions that would curb energy investments
in Iran. Soon the House and Senate will vote
on a conference measure, and | hope that
passage of this legislation will further deter the
security threat that Iran’s regime poses to
Israel.

| join my colleagues in wishing the Israeli
people a happy Independence Day and reaf-
firm Congress’s commitment to our relation-
ship with the Israeli state.

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and celebrate the 62nd anniversary
of Israel Independence Day.

| was fortunate to travel to Israel in 1982
and still have strong memories of my visit to
that tiny strip of land that holds so much
meaning for so many. Much has changed
since that time, and | have heard repeatedly
that it is like a whole new country worth vis-
iting again, which | intend to do.

Israel has developed a vibrant and diverse
democratic society. It is home to an innovative
technology sector with more start-ups than
any other country except the United States. |
am proud to say that many of these organiza-
tions have strong research and development
relationships with organizations throughout my
home State of Massachusetts and that these
relationships continue to create jobs for both
Americans and Israelis.

Israel has been a place of refuge and op-
portunity for thousands coming from countries
as diverse as Ethiopia and the former Soviet
Union. And lIsrael has provided relief around
the world for victims of natural disasters in
Haiti, Southeast Asia and elsewhere.

It has done all this while being surrounded
by enemies. In this environment, Israel has
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forged hard won peace with both Egypt and
Jordan, and despite tragic setbacks, the Israeli
people continue to yearn for peace with their
neighbors.

The strong bonds that exist between Israel
and the United States are based on our
shared ideals—democracy, opportunity, free-
dom, and peace—and the mutually beneficial
cooperation between our two countries will
continue long into the future.

Again, | rise to celebrate the 62nd anniver-
sary of Israel’s independence and to recognize
the lasting friendship between our two coun-
tries.

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Israel’s 62nd Independence Day.

Israel is not just a vitally important ally to
the United States, it is a beacon of democracy
in a part of the world where democracies are
few and far between.

Sadly, all too often, Israel is forced to de-
fend these democratic values against count-
less who wish to wipe Israel off the map.

The threat of rocket attacks is nearly con-
stant for Israelis. | had the opportunity to visit
Israel last year, and | witnessed firsthand
some of the damage caused by rocket attacks
by Hamas from Gaza. | am amazed at the de-
termination of the Israelis to continue to lead
normal lives despite the constant threats and
reminders of terrorism. It was particularly evi-
dent during a trip to Sderot, at an indoor play-
ground that also functions as a bomb shelter.

The threat from Iran is even more ominous.
Between the Holocaust denials, the arms ship-
ments to terrorists, and the quest for nuclear
weapons, Iran is not only a threat to Israel, it
is a threat to the United States.

That's why, as we commemorate lIsrael’s
Independence Day, | can think of no more ap-
propriate action for those of us here in Con-
gress than to finish our work on Iran sanctions
legislation, and to deliver a final bill to Presi-
dent Obama as quickly as possible.

Last year, the House passed H.R. 1327, the
Iran Sanctions Enabling Act by a vote of 414
to 6, as well as H.R. 2194, the Iran Refined
Petroleum Act by a vote of 412 to 12. In Janu-
ary, the Senate approved S. 2799, the Com-
prehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and
Divestment Act of 2009 by voice vote.

There is clearly broad, bipartisan support for
this legislation, and | believe we must act with-
out further delay.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, this week,
Israel marks the 62nd anniversary of the his-
toric date in the Hebrew calendar when the
British Mandate over Palestine expired and a
modern Jewish state was reborn.

Each year, Israel Independence Day, Yom
Ha’atzmaut, is an opportunity to catalogue the
remarkable accomplishments of a nation built
on the hopes of generations. And it is an op-
portunity for us to reiterate the enduring sup-
port and friendship of the United States gov-
ernment and the American people.

This year, we celebrate a country that has
engineered immense economic prosperity,
even in the face of the worst economic chal-
lenge since the Great Depression. Today,
Israel has the second largest number of tech-
nology startup companies in the world, after
the United States. As we mark the 25th anni-
versary of the 1984 U.S. Free Trade Agree-
ment, Israel boasts the largest number of
NASDAQ-listed companies outside of North
America. Considering Israeli leadership in bio-
medical, alternative energy, and defense re-
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search, it is no surprise that Israeli GDP now
rivals countries in Europe.

Military and intelligence cooperation be-
tween the United States and Israel has
reached unprecedented levels with operations
like the joint missile defense exercise Juniper
Cobra, approved sales of sensitive military
technology, and regular Israeli participation in
NATO patrols of the Mediterranean.

In November, | had the honor of attending
the dedication of the 9/11 Living Memorial, a
monument established by the Jewish National
Fund in the foothills of Jerusalem beside a for-
est planted in the memory of those who per-
ished on 9/11. It is the only memorial outside
the United States that names all of the victims
and a powerful example of the enduring and
emotional connection between our nations.

This year, Yom Ha’atzmaut also comes at a
moment of great anxiety. Iran is ramping up
efforts to obtain nuclear weapons capability
which poses an existential threat to the coun-
try’s survival. Hezbollah is arming itself with
Scud missiles. Gilad Shalit remains in cap-
tivity. Gaza remains unstable and in the com-
ing months the United Nations General As-
sembly will again seek action on the flawed,
inaccurate, and biased Goldstone Report on
the war in Gaza.

In the face of all these issues, it is clear that
the United States is working side-by-side with
Israel to meet and resolve all of these chal-
lenges.

In the past few weeks, there have been ten-
sions and arguments among good friends.
Emotions were high after Vice President
BIDEN’s recent visit to Israel. It was distressing
that the mishandling of a housing planning an-
nouncement tarnished a concrete peace initia-
tive to launch proximity talks designed to facili-
tate the return to direct negotiations between
Israel and the Palestinian Authority. But Israel
is not retreating from the road of diplomacy,
and neither is the United States. The Pales-
tinian Authority should also stay the course.

What is more significant, are the exception-
ally strong statements of support for Israel, its
security and our alliance by the President, the
Vice President, and the Secretary of State’s
and Prime Minister Netanyahu’s reiteration of
his commitment to participate in talks, prox-
imity or direct, without pre-conditions.

Although Israel’'s enemies want to portray
an atmosphere of crisis, there is nothing for
them to exploit. The one-state solution they
advocate to eradicate the Jewish state is
transparently a policy of genocide not peace.

When peace is finally achieved, Jerusalem
will remain, as it is today, the eternal capital
of Israel. And this will be embraced by the
United States in spirit and in law, just as it is
today.

The most resounding answer to Israeli’s crit-
ics is the strength and vibrancy of its democ-
racy, its commitment to live in peace with its
neighbors, and its dedication to promoting sta-
bility and security in the region.

The United States and Israel have much
common ground to celebrate this year as al-
ways and we stand proud to do so.

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, since the found-
ing of the State of Israel sixty two years ago,
the United States has had no greater friend in
the Middle East. The U.S.-Israeli friendship is
based on shared democratic values, progress,
and our hope for peace between nations. This
friendship is buttressed by our nation’s
unshakeable commitment to Israel’s security.
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Since its founding in 1948, Israel has
spurned the authoritarian model that domi-
nates its region and has built a world-class
civilization: a vibrant democracy, a thriving
economy, and a culturally and academically
rich society.

Israel produces more scientific papers per
capita than any other nation. Nearly a quarter
of the Israeli workforce holds university de-
grees, ranking lIsrael third in that category in
the industrialized world, after the United States
and Holland. Israel also claims one of the
world’s highest numbers of books and muse-
ums per capita.

Over the last sixty two years Israel has be-
come a global leader in medicine and tech-
nology. Israeli medicine and medical equip-
ment is exported world wide. And Israeli tech-
nologies are protecting and assisting U.S. mili-
tary personnel deployed around the globe.

High-tech companies are rushing to get an
Israeli presence. In addition to boasting the
highest density of start-ups in the world (a
total of 3,850 start-ups, one for every 1,844
Israelis), more Israeli companies are listed on
the NASDAQ exchange than all companies
from the entire European continent.

Moreover, Israel is leading a green revolu-
tion with its high-tech companies and Israel is
the only country in the world that entered the
21st century with a net gain in its number of
trees.

The American people—and particularly the
United States Congress—have contributed
mightily to Israel's sustenance and security
over the years. Of that we are justifiably
proud.

Still, despite its strength, Israel faces incred-
ible challenges to its existence. The Islamic-
militant group Hamas, which is determined to
bring about Israel’s destruction, remains in
control of the Gaza strip and continues to plot
against Israel. Hamas is actively working to
disrupt the return to peace negotiations be-
tween Israelis and Palestinians.

Hezbollah, which is sustained by Iran and
supported by Syria, remains perched on
Israel’s northern border. As The New York
Times recently noted, it is believed that Syria
has delivered accurate long-distance Scud
missiles to Hezbollah, placing cities deep in
Israel’s heartland, including Tel Aviv, within
range.

Furthermore, the Islamic Republic of Iran, a
theologically-based state whose President has
threatened to “wipe Israel off the map”, is rap-
idly developing nuclear weapons and long-
range missiles.

In my view, there is no greater threat to
Israel, the United States, and the world than
the prospect of a nuclear Iran. For this reason,
in the coming weeks the Congress will send
President Obama legislation designed to
strongly sanction Iran in order to cripple its nu-
clear weapons program. | am proud to be the
sponsor of that legislation.

In closing, | congratulate Israel on its 62nd
anniversary of independence. Today we reaf-
firm our nation’s pledge to Israel: that we will
stand in solidarity with Israel against all violent
assaults on its security and well-being. Israel’s
security is America’s security, Israel’'s hopes
for peace are America’s hopes for peace, and
we will always stand side by side.

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, | recognize
the sixty-second anniversary of Yom
Ha’atzmaut, to congratulate the State of Israel
on its Independence Day, and to celebrate the
unshakeable U.S.-Israel relationship.
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As the daughter of a Holocaust survivor, |
understand personally how important Israel is
for all Jews everywhere. On May 14, 1948,
Israel declared independence, providing a new
safe haven for Holocaust survivors and for Di-
aspora Jews before and since the Holocaust,
who experienced a millennium of anti-Semi-
tism.

In honor of Israeli Independence Day and in
recognition of the close relationship between
Israel and the United States, we will continue
to work with our trusted ally to pursue a se-
cure and peaceful Middle East, assuring lib-
erty, economic prosperity, and security for
Israel and its neighbors. While Hamas,
Hezbollah and Iran threaten this security with
words and missiles, the U.S. Congress stands
committed to work towards a secure lIsrael
where all of its citizens can live, prosper, and
dream in security.

In its 62 years of nationhood, Israel exempli-
fies freedom, opportunity, and democratic val-
ues. Its unfettered elections, transparent
press, and vital economy distinguish it as a
leader in the Middle East. It is our closest ally
in the region. As such, | welcome the oppor-
tunity to acknowledge and celebrate its inde-
pendence and our shared efforts to ensure its
safe and secure future.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. BERKLEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

HONORING ISRAELI
INDEPENDENCE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. KLEIN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to support House Concurrent
Resolution 260 and acknowledge both
the sacrifices and the celebrations of
the Israeli people on their Independ-
ence Day, Yom Ha’atzmaut.

Sixty-two years ago, the founders of
the Jewish state gathered together in
Tel Aviv to declare: ‘‘Exiled from the
land of Israel, the Jewish people re-
main faithful to it in all the countries
of their dispersion, never ceasing to
pray and hope for their return and the
restoration of their national freedom.”

In every turn of Jewish history, ex-
pulsion after expulsion, pogrom after
pogrom, the vision and the dream of
the return to Israel would keep the
Jewish people going. It was this hope
that fueled the establishment of the
state of Israel, and through every bat-
tle and every war, the words of the
Israeli Proclamation of Independence
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continued to hold true. The people of
Israel’s connection to the land keeps
them faithful to the ideals of the state
that was established 62 years ago.
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I feel this commitment every time I
visit Israel and see the unshakeable
dedication to improving the Jewish
homeland. Since its founding 62 years
ago, Israel has become a modern state,
a beacon of democracy, and a hub of
technological advancement. And the
world has benefited from Israel’s con-
tributions.

Israel is the world’s largest per cap-
ita user of solar water heaters in their
homes. Israel will be launching the
world’s first electric car network
throughout the country, reducing their
dependence on foreign oil, and serving
as a model to the rest of the world.
Israel’s experience on the front lines of
terrorism have allowed them to use
their first responder skills when hu-
manitarian crises occur around the
world, not just in Israel. Just a few
months ago, Israel dispatched a team
to Haiti, setting up a field hospital, de-
livering medical care, and saving lives.
They were the first ones on the ground.

Finally, Israel has taken painful
steps toward peace, making sacrifices,
sometimes unilaterally, toward the
goal of reaching an agreement with its
Arab neighbors. Israelis live under con-
stant threat from Hamas’s barrage of
rocket attacks from Gaza, from the
dangerous and genocidal words of a dic-
tator in Iran, from a buildup of weap-
ons on its northern border, from a des-
picable campaign to delegitimize Israel
on the international stage.

While the threats against the United
States and Israel grow and strengthen,
50 too must our joint resolve to con-
front them. I am proud to be a sup-
porter of a strong U.S.-Israel relation-
ship. We are stronger together through
our friendship. We are safer together
through our cooperation. And in this
uncertain world, the United States and
Israel need each other.

On this Israeli Independence Day, I
acknowledge the brave men and women
and their families who have sacrificed
so much for the Jewish homeland, and
I look forward to the day when Israel
can celebrate independence in peace
and security.

———

HONORING FIRST LIEUTENANT
ROBERT COLLINS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
it is with a heavy heart and a humble
spirit that I come today to this Peo-
ple’s House, to this floor of the Peo-
ple’s House to honor an American hero.

Mr. Speaker, First Lieutenant Rob-
ert Collins answered his Nation’s call
to duty after graduating from West
Point Military Academy in 2008. And
earlier this month he made the ulti-
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mate sacrifice on behalf of his fellow
countrymen. Lieutenant Collins was
deployed to Iraq only last fall, and was
based with his unit in the northern
part of the country.

Lieutenant Collins recently wrote
that he was working to improve secu-
rity conditions and the quality of life
for the Iraqi people. In this year’s na-
tional elections in Iraq, his platoon
helped provide security for a free and
fair election process, and I know that
he took great pride in that.

He was a man willing and ready to
serve his country. As a dedicated sol-
dier, he wanted to help spread far and
wide the same freedom we love and
cherish here in the United States.
Lieutenant Collins’ willingness to help
others came as no surprise to anyone
who knew him. A native of Tyrone,
Georgia, and a graduate of Sandy
Creek High School, he was well re-
spected among his peers. In fact, one
former classmate wrote that Collins
“was compassionate and at the same
time had a great sense of humor that
could not be matched. Robert would al-
ways be there for people when they
needed help.”

His parents, Deacon and Sharon, are
both retired lieutenant colonels. They
proudly served our Nation, and they
proudly supported their son’s decision
to serve our country. While we honor
Lieutenant Collins, we should also
think of Deacon and Sharon. Lieuten-
ant Collins was also blessed to have Ni-
cole, his fiancee, and childhood sweet-
heart.

Last week Lieutenant Collins came
home to Georgia for the last time, and
his community came out to honor him.
From local veterans to ordinary citi-
zens, the procession route was lined
with people waving American flags and
paying their great respect to this hero.
One gentleman summed it up best
when he said, ‘I am a patriot. Anyone
who gives up their life for my freedom,
well, this is the least I can do.”

Today I stand here to honor First
Lieutenant Robert Collins because it
was the least I could do. He stood for
me and all Americans by serving and
sacrificing to our Nation, and he is an
American hero. I want to thank him
from me and my family and the genera-
tions to come. And I also want to
thank his loving parents for the sac-
rifice that they have given to this
great Nation.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ENGEL addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

—————

ISRAEL’S 62ND INDEPENDENCE
DAY
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. CHU) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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Ms. CHU. Sixty-two years ago on
Monday, the State of Israel was born,
and on that day many did not believe
Israel could withstand the impending
struggle and remain a beacon of hope
and democracy for the world. Despite
decades of terror and threats to its ex-
istence, the nation still stands today,
proud and defiant to those who would
wish her harm.

Sixty-two years ago, just minutes
after David Ben-Gurion announced the
establishment of a home for the Jewish
people, the United States was the first
Nation to recognize its independence.
Our unwavering support for the secu-
rity and prosperity of Israel continues
to this day because of the core ideals
our two countries share, ideals of per-
severance, democracy, and innovation.
I am proud to stand here today to con-
gratulate the State and people of Israel
on the anniversary of their independ-
ence, and to pledge that we will con-
tinue to work together to achieve glob-
al security, peace, and prosperity.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ISRAEL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ISRAEL addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

HONORING THE 62ND ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ) is recognized for 6 minutes.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Yom
HaAtzmaut, the 62nd anniversary of
the independence of the State of Israel,
and to reaffirm the unbreakable bond
between our two democratic nations.

Sixty-two years ago, on May 14, 1948,
the State of Israel declared sovereignty
and independence as a homeland for
the Jewish people. With little resources
and seemingly insurmountable obsta-
cles, Israel has become a thriving and
prosperous democracy, and has made
worldwide contributions in technology,

medicine, agriculture, and environ-
mental innovation. Despite this
progress, Israel continues to face

threats from hostile actors such as
Iran, Hamas, and Hezbollah.

This was strikingly clear when I led
a congressional delegation to Israel
this past January. Meeting after meet-
ing we heard from strong and resilient
Israelis who have lived their lives
under the constant showering of rock-
ets and continued suicide bombing at-
tacks. Put simply, we would not allow
our government to stand idly by as
hundreds of rockets and mortars came
crashing down on the heads of our citi-
zens, and we cannot expect Israel to sit
idly by either. I believe the Govern-
ment of Israel has not only a right, but
also an obligation to protect its citi-
zens. And I firmly stand by this right
and obligation.
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Israel’s commitment to democracy,
freedom of religion, and human rights
is a testament to the world view it
shares with the United States. We face
the same threats in an unstable region.
But above all, we share a deep commit-
ment to stand by each other and face
the challenges ahead.

One of those challenges that we faced
together was the devastating earth-
quake in Haiti. I commend the efforts
and generosity of the Israeli people
who worked on the ground in Haiti, the
State of Israel, the Israel Defense
Forces, and the Israeli people for their
outstanding contributions to earth-
quake relief in Haiti.

In a world of great uncertainty,
Israel has been a key partner, ally, and
friend of the United States, and I look
forward to our continued work to-
gether based on these shared values.

Before I close, I would like to take a
moment to recognize the Jewish com-
munity of South Florida, where I call
my home. These inspiring men and
women continue to work tirelessly
with me so that we can be sure the
Jewish State of Israel is secure and
prosperous. And it is with them in
mind that I say these next three words
with gratitude, passion, and resolve:
Am Yisrael Chai! The Nation of Israel
lives!

———

HONORING THE 62ND ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to honor the 62nd anniversary of
the founding of the Jewish State of
Israel. Israel has weathered decades of
war and terrorism, but it remains a
thriving democracy and America’s
closest friend and ally in the Middle
East.

As a very young child, I remember
the immense pride and joy my family
felt when the Jewish state became a re-
ality. I had the privilege of traveling
once again to Israel earlier this month.
And again I was struck by the resil-
ience, the courage, and innovation of
the Israeli people, as well as their pride
in the beautifully lush country they
had built in the desert.

I thought about my childhood again
and the number of times that I had
saved my nickels and dimes to buy
trees and tree certificates that we used
for birthdays and anniversaries to
plant trees in Israel and to turn that
desert and make it bloom.

No longer just a longing of the Jew-
ish people, Israel today is a leader in
technology, and energy, and scientific
innovation, including medical innova-
tions. It is also the only democratic
state in the Middle East, and our stead-
fast friend and ally and partner. Today
we mark the 62nd anniversary of the
State of Israel and celebrate the un-
breakable bonds between our two coun-
tries, the unbreakable bonds between
our two countries.
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Sixty-two years after the United
States became the first country to rec-
ognize the new State of Israel, we still
share common dreams and continue to
strengthen our critical relationship.
Just minutes after the declaration of
the founding of the State of Israel,
President Harry Truman recognized
that country, and it began a 62-year
long commitment, nonpartisan, bipar-
tisan, universal throughout our coun-
try recognizing the importance of our
relationship with the State of Israel.

I believe that this Congress of the
United States maintains that dedica-
tion and will forevermore.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. ROTH-
MAN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. WEINER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WEINER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

62ND ANNIVERSARY OF ISRAEL
INDEPENDENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
ETHERIDGE) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the 62nd anniversary
of the founding of the State of Israel
and join with the Israeli people in hon-
oring the country’s founders and mark-
ing its great achievements and suc-
cesses.

On May 14, 1948, Israel’s founders de-
clared that the country would be not
only a Jewish State, but also a demo-
cratic one, where all citizens, regard-
less of religion, ethnicity, race or gen-
der, would live in peace with equal
civil rights. Since that day, Americans
have stood side by side with Israel to
form a strong bond of friendship. Even
as we celebrate, we also look forward
to the next 62 years and beyond.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to again
congratulate the Israeli Government,
its people, and others on this, their
62nd year of independence.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to congratulate
Israel on her 62nd anniversary of independ-
ence.

On May 14, 1948 the day the British Man-
date expired, the new Jewish state—the State
of Israel—was formally established in parts of
what was known as the British Mandate for
Palestine. With the establishment of the State
of Israel in 1948, Jewish independence, lost
two thousand years earlier, was restored.
When Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion read
the Declaration of Independence, 11 minutes
later when those words had traveled halfway
around the world, they were endorsed by
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United States President Harry Truman, the
first to recognize a new member of the com-
munity of nations, and a new friend. President
Truman said “I had faith in Israel before it was
created. | believe it has a glorious future be-
fore it—not just another sovereign nation, but
as an embodiment of the great ideals of our
civilization.”

The United States and Israel are close allies
whose people share a deep and abiding
friendship based on a shared commitment to
core values including democracy, human
rights and freedom of the press and religion.
Israel stood by America in spirit and in action
after the tragic events of 9-11. Israel has
been the only democratic ally of the United
States in the Middle East, as both our great
nations fight the same scourge of terrorism
and Islamic extremism. Like all North Caro-
linians, | stand united with our allies, like
Israel, as we engage in this campaign to hunt
down and punish the terrorist perpetrators. We
must ensure that those who mean us harm
can never again threaten innocent American
men, women and children. A strong Israel is
an asset to the national security of the United
States and brings stability to the Middle East.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to again congratu-
late the Israeli government and people on their
62nd year of independence.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. MAR-
KEY) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms.
SCHWARTZ) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. SCHWARTZ addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SCHIFF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LORETTA
SANCHEZ) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia addressed the House. Her re-
marks will appear hereafter in the Ex-
tensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. MARSHALL)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MARSHALL addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

—————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from California (Mr.
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. GARAMENDI addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. QUIGLEY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. SMITH) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. SMITH of Washington addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

E—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
THE STATE OF THE ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. AKIN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mr. AKIN. Mr. Speaker, it’s a treat
to join you and my colleagues once
again this evening and talk about a
subject that has been troublesome to
all of us for some number of months
now, that is the state of the economy,
the problem with unemployment, and
the various causes and factors that
caused some of the tremendous level of
distress economically which we have
been experiencing.

Sometimes it’s helpful as we wade
into a rather broad subject such as the
problem of jobs and the economy, it is
helpful to take a look back a little bit,
see what we can learn from some of the
lessons of history and how we got into
the mess in the first place.

Some of the first rather troubling
signs of the condition which brought
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on the recession go back to September
11, 2003, as recorded by the New York
Times, not exactly a Republican or
conservative oracle. The particular
news article here says that there is a
new agency proposed to oversee
Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae. This is
being proposed by the Bush administra-
tion, and it said that it today rec-
ommended the most significant regu-
latory overhaul in the housing finance
industry since the savings and loan cri-
sis a decade ago.
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Apparently, we did not learn a lot
from the savings and loan crisis. But
the Bush administration was trying.
And so they were requesting to Con-
gress that there be an overhaul of
Freddie and Fannie because they saw
problems coming. Why was that? Be-
cause Freddie and Fannie had had a
few billion dollars here and there that
they couldn’t really account for. And
things weren’t going so well for them.
And so this is back in September 11,
2003, the middle of the Bush adminis-
tration, Bush asking for greater au-
thority to oversee Freddie and Fannie.

Well, what was the result of that re-
quest?

Well, the result of the request was
that the Republicans in the House
passed legislation to do that and sent
it to the Senate. Now, at that time, we
have the congressional Democrats
weighing in. At that time the Demo-
crats were in the minority in the
House. And we had now-chairman, he
wasn’t at that time, but he is now-
Chairman BARNEY FRANK in the New
York Times, same article, September
11, 2003. This is what BARNEY FRANK
says: these two entities, Fannie Mae
and Freddie Mac, are not facing any
kind of financial crisis.

Now, this is a Democrat that’s sup-
posed to know what’s going on with
Freddie and Fannie. He’s a chairman
now of that committee, the committee
that looks over these things.

He says, they’re not facing any kind
of financial crisis. The more people ex-
aggerate these problems, the more
pressure is on these companies, the less
we will see in terms of affordable hous-
ing.

Well, it’s always easy to look back in
hindsight. Hindsight, people say, is 20/
20. Congressman BARNEY FRANK was
obviously wrong, not just somewhat
wrong, he was way wrong. He had pre-
viously been quoted as saying, we're
going to roll the dice and make sure
that anybody who wants to get a home
loan can get it. And yet here he says
there’s no real problem with Freddie
and Fannie. Of course what we find is
there is a big problem with Freddie and
Fannie.

And so the Republicans, seeing this
coming, passed a bill in the House. And
as you know, when you pass a bill in
the House, the next thing you do is
send it to the Senate. Now people are
much more aware today as to how
things work in the Senate. It’s not suf-
ficient in the Senate just to have a ma-
jority of votes. You’d think, now there
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are 100 Senators. You’d think, well, if
you get 50-plus votes, you ought to be
able to pass something in the Senate.
The Senate is a very weird place.
That’s not how it works.

It takes 60 votes in the Senate to
bring something up for a vote. And
once you bring it up for a vote, then
you can pass it with 50-plus votes.

So what happened then, the Repub-
licans passed this bill to regulate
Freddie and Fannie. It went to the Sen-
ate, and it died over there, along with
a whole lot of other bills that the Re-
publicans in the House passed, and it
died because it did not have 60 votes.

Why did it not?

Well, the Republicans had 50-some
Senators, but they would have to get
five or six Democrats to go along. None
of the Democrats went along with fur-
ther regulation of Freddie and Fannie,
and so the bill died in the Senate.

So Freddie and Fannie cruise along
happily through the night, and no con-
cern about icebergs or bad weather
ahead, and as we see, and as we saw,
come to grief, and then require a major
Federal bailout to try to protect them.

Now, what Freddie and Fannie had
been doing was this: for many years be-
fore this, even before 2003, there had
been Federal policies saying that you
have to—the different banks in dif-
ferent cities have to give loans to peo-
ple, even though it may seem like the
job that they have or the place where
they want to buy a house is not a good
bet financially. In other words, what
you’re saying to people is, yeah, you
don’t have too good a job, and we’re
not so sure you can pay this loan off,
but the Federal Government was de-
manding that banks make these loans
to people who were what the banks
would call poor risks. And so we have
more and more of these banks.

Now, over time, Freddie and Fannie
had carried some loans that were bad
risks over time; and particularly under
Clinton’s last year, those percentages
were kicked up, forcing Freddie and
Fannie, effectively, because these loans
all ended in Freddie and Fannie, to ac-
cept more and more loans that were
very marginal.

Now, for a time period, through the
Bush years, things worked pretty well,
because house prices, housing prices, as
a lot of people remember, really start-
ed to go up. In fact, when I came down
here as a Congressman in 2001, and I
take a look back at about 2006 or 2007,
I'm kicking myself. I'm saying, what
was wrong with me? I must be really
stupid because if I'd bought a house
when I first came to Congress, it would
be worth twice as much now because
housing prices were shooting up be-
cause all kinds of people were dumping
money into the liquidity that had been
created which was being dumped into
this housing market.

So what happens?

As long as that housing market goes
up, up, up, up, up, people think this is
a good deal. And so we don’t have too
big a problem. But all of a sudden, pop,
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the bubble bursts. Housing prices start
to come down, and now all of these
lousy loans are coming home to roost.
The loans by Wall Street were then
chopped into all sorts of little pieces
and packaged up with all kinds of other
loans and sold all over the world. So
this created one whale of an economic
mess.

What was the start of it? The start of
it was the fact that we had these lib-
eral programs trying to suspend the
rules of mathematics and saying you
can make loans to people who can’t af-
ford to pay their loans, and you can
just keep doing it and doing it, and no-
body is ever going to have to pay.

Guess who had to pay? You got it
right. The U.S. taxpayer had to pay.

And we come back again, now, we
have this chairman, BARNEY FRANK,
who’s now in charge of fixing this prob-
lem, which he was very comfortable
with. Freddie and Fannie are not fac-
ing any kind of financial crisis. The
more Dpeople exaggerate these prob-
lems, the more pressure is on the com-
panies, the less we’ll see in terms of af-
fordable housing.

It turns out that he was just wrong,
and now his job is to try and fix it.
Well, now we’ve got ourselves a good
economic mess on our hands, and we’re
starting to have problems with the
economy. And we’re going to get into
what happened next in just a minute.
This is a regular whodunit. I hope
you’ll stay seated and ready to go. But
I have my good friend from Louisiana
joining me. And, STEVE, please.

Mr. SCALISE. I want to thank my
friend and colleague from Missouri for
leading this hour. And I know we’ve
continued to have this conversation
and talked about this months ago,
back when the original bill came
through to do the stimulus package
and, you know, President Obama said
that he’s got to spend more money to
get the economy back on track. And I
know you’re getting ready to talk
about Henry Morgenthau, who was
Treasury Secretary under Franklin
Roosevelt. And he warned back then
that spending and spending money and
acquiring more debt doesn’t get the
economy back on track when you’re
growing the size of government. And it
didn’t work then and it’s not working
now.

But of course now we’ve got this bail-
out bill, this permanent bailout bill by
Chairman BARNEY FRANK, who, as you
pointed out, was defending Fannie and
Freddie when they helped create this
mess, and Chris Dodd. And they’ve got
this bill that creates a permanent bail-
out fund.

And then it also taxes a lot of our
banks who didn’t have anything to do
with creating this problem in the first
place. And, in fact, this bill not only
will create this permanent bailout fund
and will enshrine this whole concept of
too big to fail, but it’s going to hurt
our local banks, the folks that actually
played by the rules, that didn’t do any-
thing wrong. And now they’re going to
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be at a disadvantage. It’s going to be
harder for them to give loans to our
small businesses and middle class fami-
lies who are trying to get by, because
now they’re going to actually create a
two-tiered system that favors those big
Wall Street fat cats that helped create
this problem that are now permanently
too big to fail and get a permanent
bailout fund at the expense of our local
banks who didn’t do anything wrong
and played by the rules. And so it’s
really frustrating when you see this
bill moving through.

And they’re trying to call it a re-
form. Really, all it does is it lets the
SEC off the hook for their failures to
actually do their jobs as regulators
when they let Bernie Madoff off, and
they had a Ponzi scheme similarly in
south Louisiana by this guy called
Stanford. Once again, a report just
came out the other day that the SEC
knew about this back in the 1990s and
did nothing. And the SEC’s been dere-
lict in their responsibility so they’re
going to try to go create some new
Federal agency to do the job that the
SEC was supposed to do but didn’t do.
What we ought to do is hold those folks
accountable, like the folks at SEC and
the folks that propped up Fannie and
Freddie that created this mess, instead
of trying to blame somebody else and
punishing our local banks who didn’t
do anything wrong, and now making it
harder for them to give loans to our
small businesses and middle class fami-
lies.

Mr. AKIN. Congressman, as I hear
you speak, I'm just reminded that I
probably didn’t do you justice to intro-
ducing you, because, to some degree,
you’re an economic wizard because you
stood here on the floor a year ago, just
before we were going to pass this cap-
and-tax bill, and actually, I guess I'm
thinking about the—I called it the
porkulus bill. Some people called it the
stimulus bill. And you told, on this
floor, and this is nationally recorded
for anybody who wants to look at it,
you said that stimulus bill is not going
to work.

Now, the Democrats were saying, if
you don’t pass the stimulus bill, you're
going to have more than 8 percent un-
employment, so you guys better pass
the stimulus bill. And you stood here
on this floor, I remember you doing it,
saying, it won’t work.

Well, now, a year and a couple of
months later, you’re a regular eco-
nomic genius because you saw that it
wasn’t going to work. You understood
the principle of why it wouldn’t work.
They went ahead on a one-party rule,
without any Republican support,
passed a bill that we knew wouldn’t
work, and now it hasn’t worked. And
now we’ve got over 10 percent unem-
ployment. And they said, if you don’t
pass a bill, you’ll have 8. I wish we had
just stuck with 8, I suppose.

But $700 billion of supposed stimulus.
Now, we do have the Chief of Staff for
the President, a former Member of the
House, who said that every time one of
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these economic crises come along,
you’ve got to milk it for everything
you can get. And so they loaded into
this $700 billion bill all kinds of expan-
sions of welfare and all kinds of gov-
ernment programs and hiring a bunch
of people by the Federal Government.
And of course it wasn’t going to work.

You didn’t have to be really an eco-
nomic genius, although you are. All
you really had to do was to read a lit-
tle bit of history.

Mr. SCALISE. And
would yield.

Mr. AKIN. I do yield.

Mr. SCALISE. You’re too generous in
your praise. I don’t think it’s much of
being an economic whiz as it is being a
student of history. And as you were
saying, we’ve studied history. And you
don’t need to figure out and reinvent
the wheel here.

Our country has cyclically gone
through good times and bad. You know,
sometimes we’re up, sometimes we’re
down. A typical recession lasts about
18 months, and our country was in a re-
cession, and it was starting to taper
off. And we were in the sevens, 7% per-
cent unemployment, which was too
high. But the President was saying,
you’ve got to pass that $787 billion
stimulus bill or else unemployment
might go over 8 percent. Basically,
they said unemployment won’t go over
8 percent if you pass the bill. And of
course we knew that wouldn’t work be-
cause, as history shows us, it’s never
worked before. It’s only created even
more problems. And sure enough, just
like history’s always shown, and just
as we predicted over a year ago, when
they spent all of that money growing
the size of the Federal Government,
not creating jobs in the private sector,
it actually created more problems to
the point where unemployment is now
hovering over 10 percent.

Mr. AKIN. What amazes me, Con-
gressman, is if you looked out at the
average guy in America that runs a
family, okay, there’s all these families
all over the place, all over America.
How many of them would be dumb
enough to think when they’re in hard
economic times that what they’re
going to do is they’re going to increase
their level of spending. They’re going
to go out and spend a whole lot of
money in order to make the fact
they’re in hard economic times better.
You know, I don’t think there are that
many dumb people in this country that
really believe something like that.

And yet somehow or other a majority
of legislators in the Federal Govern-
ment fell for that scam. I think a lot of
times people fall for something because
they want to, not because it makes any
logical or rational sense.

But these weren’t the only legisla-
tors that have been sucked in. You
know, you go back to the days of FDR.
There was a recession going, and he
managed to come up with just the
right policies to turn it into the Great
Depression because he wasn’t any ge-
nius on economic matters. And so at

if my friend
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the end of 8 years of the Federal Gov-
ernment spending money like mad, his
Secretary of the Treasury, Morgenthau
comes back to the House here, to the
Ways and Means Committee, and he
makes a statement. We’ve tried spend-
ing money. I guess we’ve heard this be-
fore. We’re spending more than we’ve
ever spent. They spent nothing com-
pared to what we’re spending before.
And it doesn’t work. I say, after 8 years
of the administration, we have just as
much unemployment as when we start-
ed, and an enormous debt to boot.
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Now, this obviously proves that we
learned nothing from history. Cer-
tainly the Democrats learned nothing
from history because that is exactly
what we just did a year ago. We spent
$787 billion. It wasn’t even good old
Keynesian stuff. It wasn’t hydroplants.
It wasn’t building big ships for the
Navy, putting people back to work
with the government getting manufac-
turing jobs on the street. No. It’s all
this more food stamps, welfare checks,
bailouts for States that hadn’t man-
aged their budgets responsibly. So here
we go.

So you said, gentlemen, this isn’t
going to work. You knew because Mor-
genthau told us. The Democrat that
worked for FDR told us it wouldn’t
work. And we tried it again, and it still
didn’t work. That is how we got start-
ed.

Then after that, of course, we intro-
duced some other factors in the econ-
omy which, just like FDR, we’re going
to take a bad situation and make it
worse. I love these cartoons.

Now give me one good reason why
you’re not hiring. We see the President
here talking to some guy who owns the
china shop and he’s got a couple bulls
coming in the door. Health care re-
form, cap-and-tax, and then the war
tax. So we’ve got all of these taxes, and
these bulls are coming in, and this guy
is a little concerned about hiring these
bulls to help his china shop.

So, anyway, here we go. We're start-
ing to get into the first part of last
year. We're seeing unemployment
going up. We’re seeing the solution is
government spending, and things have
not gotten a whole lot better.

I yield to my friend.

Mr. SCALISE. The frustrating thing
about all of this, and of course there’s
a saying that if you don’t learn from
history, then you’re doomed to repeat
it. And it seems like we’re repeating
history now. But what’s frustrating is,
really, starting back in January of last
year, over a year ago, what the Amer-
ican people said, what many of us here
in Congress said back then was we need
to be focusing on creating jobs and get-
ting the economy back on track. And,
in fact, there are tried-and-true ways
of doing that that have been proven
every time they’ve been tried. And one
sure proven way of getting the econ-
omy going again is cutting taxes.

Mr. AKIN. Wait a minute. You just
cussed on the floor of the House. I
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didn’t think you were allowed to say
that. Horrible world. Cutting taxes. Oh,
no. You’re going to get accused of a

hate crime, gentleman, if you Kkeep
that up.
Mr. SCALISE. I know President

Obama and Speaker PELOSI and her lib-
eral lieutenants don’t like the concept
of cutting taxes. And, in fact, they
have got a lot myths going around out
there that cutting taxes are what cre-
ated this problem instead of what we
know created the problem, and that is
like groups like Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac giving loans to people who
had no ability to pay.

But cutting taxes, if you go back in
history, and you can go back to John
F. Kennedy. You can go back to Ronald
Reagan. When they cut taxes, Federal
revenues grew because the economy
got going again. People were spending
money much wiser than government
spends money, but they were spending
money to create jobs. And jobs were
being created, and the economy got
going again because taxes were cut.
And those tax cuts yielded in more rev-
enues coming in to the government.

Mr. AKIN. I would like to slow you
down just a minute because you are
smart in this stuff, and what you’re
saying is historically accurate. But I
would like to take that apart, slow it
down just a little bit so people can see
the logic of why this works the way it
does. Because what we know from
Henry Morgenthau—if nothing else, the
Democrats should be able to learn from
Democrats, but they’re not. They
refuse to, and the reason they refuse to
is because they don’t like the answer
that Morgenthau said, which is they
can spend money like it’s going out of
style.

Now, what Democrat could you learn
from? You just mentioned his name. It
was JFK. He understood enough about
economics to know that if you back off
the taxes, you can actually get the
economy going. Well, how does that
work? Well, when you back off the
taxes, it leaves more money out there
for small businesses to hire people. And
if small businesses have more money to
invest, they invest in a new wing on a
building and a new machine tool and
they invest in their own business, and
those people then, as they invest, cre-
ate jobs.

So what you’ve said is this isn’t
rocket science. This is something that
JFK understood. Ronald Reagan did
the same thing. He cut taxes, and the
economy grew. And Bush did the same
thing. But here’s sort of a weird thing.
They call that supply-side economy.
Democrats call it trickle-down eco-
nomics. Whatever you want to call it,
it works.

But the thing that strikes me is that
logically, how is it, because it seems
like you’re making water run uphill.
What you’re saying is that the Federal
Government is going to lower their tax
rate, and yet they’re going to get more
money back. That seems counterintu-
itive. So I'm thinking about it like
Congressman SCALISE.
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Let’s say you’re king for the day and
the only thing you can tax is a loaf of
bread. So you’re thinking in your
mind, How much tax am I going to put
on one loaf of bread? You’re thinking,
If I put a penny on it, nobody’s going to
notice, and I can collect a penny on all
of these loaves of bread. Then you
think, Hey, how about if I put 5 bucks
tax on the loaf of bread? Then I'd real-
ly get a lot of money every time some-
body buys a loaf of bread. But then
you’d think, But maybe people
wouldn’t buy as much bread if you’ve
got to pay 5 bucks just to try to get the
bread.

And so you’re going back and forth in
your mind, and pretty soon you say,
commonsense says there is some opti-
mum tax on that loaf of bread where
you can get the most possible money.
If you go too high, you get less revenue
for the government. If you go too low,
you left money on the table. So there’s
some sort of an optimum point.

And I think that’s what Ronald
Reagan and the other Presidents un-
derstood, that when you tax the econ-
omy too much, it basically drives it
into the ground, which is exactly
what’s going on here. And so what
you’re saying about the fact that we
drop taxes and that helps get the econ-
omy going, that’s the logic of it. You
actually drop the taxes and you get
more money into the government. So
the result was we dropped taxes, and
what we saw was the government got a
whole lot more money, and we started
to pay off the debt.

And so I thought it would be good to
take that apart and explain the logic of
it, because what you’re saying histori-
cally is right, but it seems odd that the
government drops taxes and they get
more money back.

Mr. SCALISE.
would yield?

Mr. AKIN. I do yield.

Mr. SCALISE. History can teach us
good lessons and bad lessons. There
have been good things that have hap-
pened through our history and bad
things. And clearly during the depres-
sion, that was a bad time in our Na-
tion, but there were telltale signs and
things that government did that made
things worse that we should be learn-
ing from and, unfortunately, the folks
running Congress right now haven’t
learned from.

But there’s also good things that
have happened over the years, just as
when President Reagan cut taxes and
you just saw this robust economy take
off for over 20 years and job creation
that no one’s ever seen in the world.
And yet that is another part of history
that’s not being followed that we ought
to follow. And Congress, over its time,
has spent more money than it’s taken
in, too, and that’s another lessen to
learn.

But I think what’s so frustrating to
people across the country, they want
us to be focusing on creating jobs and
getting the economy back on track,
and that’s something that I want us to

If the gentleman
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focus on, too, but what they’ve seen is
just the opposite—policies like this
health care bill that’s going to run jobs
out and these other policies that you
talked about.

And now this permanent bank bail-
out fund that’s moving through Con-
gress, it’s a top priority of the Presi-
dent, and the American people are say-
ing, once again, Enough already. We
don’t want any more bailouts. We
didn’t want the first one. We voted
against that first bailout because we
knew it would fail, and it failed. And so
here the President is again not learn-
ing from history but repeating the mis-
takes of history by trying to create
this permanent bailout fund estab-
lishing more of this concept of ‘‘too big
to fail.”

Mr. AKIN. That permanent bailout
concept, isn’t that a dangerous kind of
thing? Because what we’ve seen is more
and more of the government wanting
to get into all of these different busi-
nesses, and that certainly is a scary
kind of thing. And the other thing
we’re seeing a whole lot of, which is
making people tremendously frus-
trated and angry, is seeing one thing
being said and opposite things being
done.

The true engine of job creation in
this country will always be America’s
businesses, but government can create
the conditions necessary for businesses
to expand and hire new workers. This
statement is completely true. Unlike a
lot of statements that are made, this
statement is completely true. The true
engine for job creation in this country
will always be America’s businesses.

Let’s put a little bit sharper point on
it. What businesses? Well, 80 percent of
the jobs in America come from what
are small businesses or businesses with
500 or fewer employees. So the busi-
nesses with 500 or fewer employees in
America hire 80 percent of the employ-
ees in America.

Now, the true engine of job creation
in this country will always be, in
America, as we say, smaller businesses,
but government can create the condi-
tions necessary for business to expand
and hire new workers. That’s abso-
lutely true. The government cannot
create a job no matter what it does,
but it can create conditions which
allow the small businesses to prosper
and hire a lot of people. So this state-
ment is entirely true. The President is
right in this. The conditions can be
created.

Well, what are those conditions?
Well, let’s take a look at it. Does it
mean $2 trillion in tax increases over 10
years? No, it sure doesn’t. What hap-
pens when the government takes a
whole lot of tax money out of the econ-
omy? It’s taking it out of the pockets
of the people who own the small busi-
nesses. Guess what tax category the
people who are running those small
businesses, guess what tax category
they’re in? They’re in the exact brack-
et that President Obama said he wants
to take tax from, people making over
$250,000.
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People say, My goodness. If some-
body’s making $250,000, they ought to
pay a little more taxes. Fine. Keep tax-
ing them. What happens? If you keep
taxing these guys, they won’t invest in
their businesses. If they don’t invest in
their businesses, where are the jobs
going to come from? You can’t have it
both ways.

And yet it seems that the adminis-
tration wants to talk, saying that
we’ve got to create the right condi-
tions, and they’re doing precisely the
things that destroy jobs in America,
worst of which is excessive taxation on
the people that own the small busi-
nesses. So that’s certainly the wrong
thing to do. It’s creating the exact
wrong conditions. It is driving unem-
ployment, making it even worse, which
is what FDR did to take a recession
and magically turn it into the Great
Depression.

One of the pieces of legislation that
the President in his last State of the
Union urged Members of Congress to
support, the job-killing cap-and-tax
legislation. What’s this? Well, this is a
tax on energy. Well, wasn’t there a
promise that said, unless you make
$250,000, we’re not going to raise taxes?
Yeah, unless you flip a light switch,
and then you’re going to get taxed be-
cause he is pushing a tax on energy.
Everything uses energy, particularly
small businesses.

So if you put this cap-and-tax bill
into place, you’re doing another thing
that makes it harder for creating jobs.
That’s why this cartoon has got a lot of
truth when it says that you’ve got this
health care and the cap-and-tax. These
are things that are destructive to jobs.

New taxes on employers who don’t
offer a government health insurance
plan. Of course, the new socialized
medicine bill is going to be brutal in
terms of creating unemployment, be-
cause what are you doing? You’re, first
of all, trying to balance the cost of giv-
ing everybody Cadillac health care, and
you’re going to try to balance that on
the back of small business owners.
What are they going to do? They’re
going to say, Hey, I don’t want any
more employees than I could possibly
have because I've got to buy health in-
surance for all of them, and it’s ter-
ribly expensive. So I'm going to work
my employees as many hours as I can
just to make sure I don’t have a single
employee more than I need. So you’'re
creating a tremendous economic pres-
sure to get rid of jobs by passing this
socialized medicine bill.

So let’s take a look standing back a
little further.

What is it, what are the things that
are Kkilling jobs? Because obviously
something is killing jobs in America.
What are the different factors that are
killing jobs?

Well, here is a whole list of them. If
you want to Kill jobs, this is the thing
to do, and this is just what the admin-
istration has been doing for a year and
a half. This isn’t rocket science. This is
very common sense. It’s about as com-
mon sense as a lemonade stand.
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The first thing is economic uncer-
tainty. If you're a small business man
and you don’t have a clue what the
government is going to do to you next,
what do you do? In Missouri, we call it
hunkering down. You don’t make deci-
sions. You don’t hire people. You don’t
buy expensive new machine tools. You
hunker down when there is economic
uncertainty.

So that’s first of all when you have
things out there such as cap-and-tax,
which is going to tax energy.

You’'ve got a new socialized medicine
bill that nobody understands how it’s
going to be implemented. But we know
it has been loaded with taxes. They
have even got wheelchair taxes. I don’t
know what poor mind thought of the
idea of taxing wheelchairs, but it seems
kind of perverse to me. Maybe that
should be a hate crime, too. I don’t
know.

Economic uncertainty. This is a job
killer. You want a steady economic cli-
mate if you want to keep jobs running
forward.

Consumption reduction. That’s just
talking about the economy slowing
down. When you have the economy
slowing down, it hurts everybody. Just
as a rising tide floats boats, a tide
that’s going down, you end up sitting
on the rocks. So the poor economy also
is a job killer.
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Excessive taxation is probably, prob-
ably the biggest factor which is going
to kill jobs, and that’s why it is that
the Democrats should have learned
from JFK. I don’t expect them to learn
anything from Ronald Reagan, but
they could learn from JFK. They did
the same thing Reagan did, and that is
cut taxes so that the businessman has
money to invest and create jobs. But
instead what we have been doing is tax
after tax after tax, all these new taxes.
What’s that do to the guy that owns
the business?

Well, to start with, he doesn’t hire
anybody. To start with, he reduces any
kind of expansion to his business. But
after a while, just like your body, if
you keep cutting off your food pretty
soon you start to get skinnier and
skinnier and eventually guess what
happens to that little business, it goes
out of business and now there is no
longer a little engine there to create
jobs because that business is gone.

And that’s what FDR did, he drove
the taxes so hard that the businesses
started to shut down from excessive
taxation. In a temporary sense, the
business just doesn’t hire. In a longer-
term siege, what happens is the busi-
ness goes bankrupt, and now there is
no one there to start to create the jobs
in the first place. Excessive taxation is
deadly as a job Kkiller.

Insufficient liquidity is another prob-
lem that seems a little complicated but
it makes a lot of sense. If you own a
small business, one of the things that
you have to have is liquidity. That is
you have to have some money to be
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able to borrow to get going on different
projects.

There is a company in my district
out in the $St. Louis area called
Innoventer. Innoventer is obviously an
idea coming from inventions. They are
inventive sorts of people, and one of
their latest inventions is something
that people that live in the Midwest
would be tickled to know there is a use
for, and that is pig manure. When you
get out in the country, and you smell
something that smells a little funny,
you know you are near a hog farm.

And pig manure is not one of those
things that people will go out of their
way to try to obtain, it’s considered
something of very low value and some-
thing you would just as soon not smell.
Well, Innoventer has come up with a
way of taking pig manure and putting
it into essentially what is a glorified
pressure cooker, they put it at pressure
and under a certain temperature. And
they break that pig manure into sort of
like the oil that is pumped out of the
ground, sort of a primordial kind of goo
which they have found they can then
use to make asphalt with.

So what do you need in order to
make this little business go? This is
not as pretty as making lemonade, but
you are going to create these furnaces,
electric furnaces with pressure and
these containers and eventually it
makes this stuff which you then can
turn into asphalt. And we have a sec-
tion of road in the St. Louis area paved
with this asphalt made from, you got
it, pig manure.

But you have got to have some
money to build the equipment to do
this. Well, where do you get the money
from? Well, you get loans from banks,
okay. So a lot of small businessmen,
they will take a 3- or a 6-year loan, and
they have to pay a pretty good interest
rate for it because small businesses can
make a mistake and go bankrupt.

And so they get a loan from the
banks, and the local banks underwrite
the small businesses and, as they con-
vert pig manure to asphalt, you will
see people getting hired.

The trouble, though, is this: You
have got to have liquidity. And so what
has the administration done in order to
make it so banks have liquidity? Well,
they started one way with the crack
cocaine in the Federal system, that is
they released tons of money into this,
they used to call it printing money. So
at the high level in the big banks there
is lots and lots of easy money that’s
created by the Federal Government.

Usually that creates bubbles and
then they blow up, but now what’s hap-
pened is that easy money is not coming
down through the arteries to the small
businesses because the banking regu-
lators are so tough with small busi-
ness, the small banks are afraid to loan
any money. And so now you have got
guys that have imagination that would
be creating jobs because there is insuf-
ficient liquidity. Now they are being
choked out.

Now this particular innovator has
found maybe a way around it to get
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some money, but a lot of problems are
in this liquidity are. What’s the biggest
culprit? Probably excessive taxation.
Second biggest may be this liquidity,
certainly the economic uncertainty.
All of these things are factoring into
that 10 percent unemployment.

Excessive government spending is a
job killer, but it does it sort of slowly
and it does it on a rebound. It’s not a
direct effect.

What happens is when the govern-
ment spends too much money, then the
problem is there isn’t the liquidity in
the economy and so the money is not
invested in the businesses, therefore
they don’t create jobs. So that’s how
that works.

And then, of course, excessive gov-
ernment mandates and red tape. Obvi-
ously if you are a small business per-
son, and you have got to fill out pages
and pages and reams of red tape, which
small businessmen have to do in Amer-
ica, that takes away from your effi-
ciency. If you are a great big company,
you have got a couple of bureaucrats
and, boy, they are experts at every red
tape that comes along. You can get
some efficiency in a big company deal-
ing with red tape. But for small busi-
nesses, red tape is a real, real job Kkill-
er. And so that’s who the thing that we
don’t want.

So, now, if you take a look at the
logic of where jobs come from and what
you don’t want to be doing, and you
take a look at what we are doing, you
are saying hey, Congressman AKIN, you
are creating a perfect storm. About ev-
erything that creates unemployment,
you are doing it all. And we have a
statement from the President saying,
hey, I understand. He says, I under-
stand that the government, the govern-
ment can create the conditions nec-
essary for business to expand and hire
new workers.

He understands that principle, and
yet we are doing everything wrong. Ev-
erything he has told us to do is going
to affect the jobs.

And so what are some of these little
treasures? Well, first of all, this health
care reform that we just passed, boy, is
this a humdinger. I have been here 10
years—I hate to admit how old I am—
I have been here 10 years, and I have
seen some lousy bills in my day. But
this health care, this socialized medi-
cine that we just passed is two or three
times worse than any other bill I have
ever seen.

This is going to have terrible con-
sequences for unemployment and for
just hammering small businesses, and
it’s going to create not only that, of
course, it will create lousy health care,
it will probably bust the Federal budg-
et. But I am mostly on the subject of
what are we doing about jobs?

And this thing here is a job killer.
This is a real job killer. You have got
basically, just like we are talking
about with Congressman SCALISE, what
we are doing is the Federal Govern-
ment wants to take everything over.
This is taking over a sixth of the econ-
omy. The government just going to
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take over health care. It’s not a matter
of fixing something broken in health
care, it’s a matter of scrapping it and
having the government take it over,
not instantly, but over time.

The cap-and-trade, they call it cap-
and-trade, it’s really cap-and-tax. This
is that energy tax that the House
passed, people were so mad about it.
That was the one where they had 300
pages of amendments passed at 3
o’clock in the morning, and the bill
was here from the floor and there
wasn’t even a copy of the bill when
they passed the thing, the House
passed it. And people got so mad that
the Senate refused to take it up.

But this is a big tax, of course, and,
of course, that’s not a good thing for
small businesses. You have got other
miscellaneous taxes coming, many of
them associated with this health care
reform. That’s where some of those
taxes are coming from.

So we are doing, we are really doing
all the wrong things, and it shouldn’t
surprise us that we are getting prob-
lems with unemployment. Obviously,
there are other problems that are going
on, too, pretty serious ones, and I
would just like to talk a little bit
about some of these other taxes.

These are tax increases, tax in-
creases. This is really fine print, isn’t
it? Look, there are 16 of them on this
sheet. If Congress takes no action,
these are the tax increases we are tak-
ing a look at in 2010. And so what hap-
pens when you increase taxes? Busi-
nessmen don’t have the money to in-
vest in companies, and you pull the
economy down. Is that all we have got?

Oh, no, you have got to remember we
have got 2011 coming. These are tax in-
creases, if Congress takes no action in
2011.

Look at that, we have got another
bunch of these. The marginal income
tax rates will increase as follows.
These are not small things, these are
big deals. The 35 percent bracket will
increase to 39.6. The 33 percent bracket
will increase to 36 percent. The 10 per-
cent bracket will increase to 15, and
the 25 is going to go to 28. So, first of
all, all the marginal tax increases on
everybody’s income taxes are going to
go up if the Congress doesn’t take any
action. This is 2011. This is 2010 down
here. Look at all these taxes.

Now, we are having a tax party,
aren’t we, and it’s going to give a tax
to our economy. Dividends will no
longer be taxed at the capital gains
rate for individuals, thereby increasing
the double taxation and dividends as
much as 164 percent.

Guess what kind of people have these
dividends and have money invested in
these things? People who own small
businesses, of course.

So you are going to tax those people.
Guess what’s going to happen? They
are not going to expand the business,
you got it.

The personal capital gains tax will
increase to 20 percent and 10 percent
from 15 and 5, and the child tax will de-
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crease, so the standard deduction for
couples, all of these things, there will
be more and more tax increases. Is that
it? Oh, no. No, there are more tax in-
creases too. In 2012, the adoption of a
tax credit will decrease from 13 to 5,000.
The credit for electric drive motor-
cycles, plug-in electric vehicles will ex-
pire, all these things, tax increases.

And so is this the right direction? No,
of course it’s not the right direction.
What we are doing is we are doing pre-
cisely what you would do if you are
trying to crash the economy.

Now, let’s talk a little bit, I don’t
have charts on this, I want to talk a
little bit about what’s happening on
the spending side. Is it because there
are just so many demands on the Fed-
eral Government that we just have to
keep spending money on all these
things? Is it the Federal Government is
just getting so expensive?

Well, let’s take a look. If you go back
to President Bush, he was criticized for
spending and the Republicans that
were with him, myself included, were
criticized for spending too much
money. And you know what, that criti-
cism was just. We spent too much
money. And 2008 was the worst year in
terms of Bush spending too much
money; he had a deficit that year of
about $450 billion. That’s too much def-
icit.

As you take a look at that, you say,
by golly, I don’t know how much $450
billion is, that’s a little bit outside of
my normal family budget.

Well, one way to look at it is as a
percent of our overall gross domestic
product, the GDP. That’s 3.1 percent,
which is about common for a lot of
Presidents in various years to have a
deficit at about 3 percent or so, that’s
not uncommon. And that was his worst
year in 2008 under a Pelosi Congress. So
the Democrats were running this insti-
tution, you had President Bush in the
White House, worst deficit, $350 billion.

Well, what happened in 2009? That
deficit, under President Obama, went
from 450, went up to 1.4 trillion, that is
more than three times Bush’s worst
deficit spending in 2009.

So how does that relate to gross do-
mestic product? Well, instead of 3.1
percent, it jumps all the way to 99.9
percent of gross domestic product.
That’s the highest level of deficit since
World War II, and that was 2010.

What do you think 2011 is going to be
like? Well, you have got it right, 2011 is
worse. It takes it over 10 percent of
GDP and so we are spending tons of
money, that’s part of the reason for
these tax increases, but the tax in-
creases aren’t beginning to be able to
keep up with our high level of Federal
spending.

And so what you got to the point now
is when the Federal Government
spends a dollar, 41 cents of that dollar
that they are spending is borrowed
money, it’s not the Federal dollar. So
they spend a dollar, but 41 percent of it
is borrowed. What would happen, what
would happen if the American family
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ran its budget that way, that you could
go out and spend $1.40 but you didn’t
really have a dollar, you really only
had, you know, 59 cents.

I mean, I just can’t imagine us put-
ting ourselves into that kind of a situa-
tion. So a whole lot of Americans, not
necessarily just Republicans, there’s a
whole lot of Americans saying this has
got to stop, this is not the way to run
a company.

Yes, the President said something
truthful here. He said something truth-
ful. He said the true engine of job cre-
ation in this country will be Ameri-
cans’ businesses, but government can
create the conditions necessary for
business to expand and hire workers.

What he forgot to add was govern-
ments can also create the conditions to
put people in the poorhouse, drive
every job out of this country, and put
America’s finances in a horrible mess.
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We can also do that. That’s what we
are doing, and it’s time for people to
start pulling the alarm button and say-
ing enough of this stuff.

I am joined by my good friend from
Texas, Congressman GOHMERT, and I
hope you will rescue me because I'm
starting to get a little hot under the
collar.

Mr. GOHMERT.
friend yielding.

The other alternative to getting hot
under the collar is just to have your
heart broken. Part of it is anger. When
you go through and read these provi-
sions like I'm afraid so many peobple
did not do, you know the impact it is
going to have. And yet, you know,
AARP got their deal negotiated, you
find that in different places, the big
pharmaceuticals got their deal nego-
tiated, the insurance companies got
something in there in a number of
places. You got Plaintiffs Bar got some
things negotiated. And you think, who
in the world was negotiating for the
people of America? Everybody else was
getting their deals, unions got their
deals, but when you read through this,
you knew who it was going to hurt. On
the one hand, we had people across the
aisle saying they’re going to help the
working poor. If you read the bill, you
knew what it was going to do. You
can’t increase that amount of taxes,
just as my friend from Missouri was
talking about, you can’t increase taxes
like that and not cause some people to
lose jobs or have their income cut or
have their salaries cut, which means
cut income.

I've talked to other people who say
that because that passed they are
winding down their business and people
will be out of work at the end. It will
take probably 1% years, one fellow was
telling me last weekend. So you know
people are losing their jobs and how
devastating that is to lose your job. A
career is gone because somebody got
overzealous here and passed bills with
increased taxes.

The working poor didn’t get the help
they were looking for. If you make 133

I appreciate my
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percent or less of the poverty level, oh,
yeah, those were the people they were
going to really help with this. They’re
going to get ultimately shoved into
Medicaid that so many doctors aren’t
going to take anymore. Walgreen’s, I
read they weren’t going to take any
more prescriptions. That’s not helping
people in America. It doesn’t help them
to lose their jobs. It just is heart-
breaking to see what is happening to
people now because of this poorly con-
ceived health care bill.

I yield back to my friend.

Mr. AKIN. You know, sometimes we
use words, and you’re talking about
being heartbroken because you can
connect the policy with how it’s going
to hurt people.

Mr. GOHMERT. Already has hurt
them.

Mr. AKIN. And you say people are
losing jobs. Sometimes I think it’s
helpful to put a picture in your mind.
When I think about losing jobs—and
maybe this is one of my worst fears—I
picture a house and a family that’s not
in the house and a big sofa sitting on a
sidewalk next to a garbage can where
all of the possessions of this family has
been dumped out of the house because
they can’t live there anymore. That’s
what happens when you don’t have a
job.

As a guy, I grew up in the era where
the guy makes the income and provides
for his family; that’s what our job is to
do. I think there are a lot of American
men that are real men and they care
about their family. They carry that
pressure quietly. They don’t complain
about it, but in the back of their mind
they’re thinking about someday 1
might not have a job, and I don’t ever
want to get in a position where I'm sit-
ting on that sofa on a sidewalk with
my family saying where are we going
to go next. A lot of people feel that
pressure. And what we’re doing is we’re
basically dumping people out of their
homes.

Another thing I don’t get is how do
you call it compassion to give a family
a loan that they can’t afford to pay for
a house and then they get kicked out
of their house. I mean, I'm hearing lib-
erals saying they’re compassionate.
There isn’t anything compassionate
about that, it seems like to me. We’re
destroying the economy through bad
economics. And the thing we’re seeing
is when you destroy the quality of
health care, you’re talking about peo-
ple dying. That is the reason why this
is so frustrating.

I yield to my friend from Texas.

Mr. GOHMERT. You are exactly
right. The last person I heard from is a
woman who is losing her job, heart-
breaking because there is no need for
these people to lose their jobs. We had
over 4 million people lose their job
since the so-called stimulus was
passed. And now we passed a health
care bill under the guise of ensuring 30
million more. I'm hearing now this
past weekend people that have been
told that because ultimately the owner
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is going to have a choice between $2,000
per employee or paying for the Cadillac
health care that the government is
going to require, they’re going to drop
the health insurance. So it seems pret-
ty clear there is going to be a lot more
than 30 million people that lose their
insurance because of the added taxes
that are put in here.

Oh, and I love the provision—talk
about helping the working poor—if you
are not able to afford the level of insur-
ance required by this bill and by the
Federal Government—and I guess
that’s the 15 people that are on this
board that are going to make all these
great determinations for everybody’s
health care that the President will ap-
point—Dbut if you can’t afford that level
insurance, then we’re going to help
you. We're going to tax you an addi-
tional 2.5 percent on your income, an
additional income tax for the working
poor that can’t—as I had somebody tell
me 2 days ago, if I could afford the in-
surance, I would buy it. I can’t. Now
I'm going to get hit with an extra in-
come tax on top of that? Because peo-
ple are leaving, they’re finding out.
Employers are finding out they are ei-
ther going to let people go, cut their
salaries, cut back the workforce. It is
just so unnecessary. And yet this thing
got rammed through and real people
are now hurting because of the
thoughtlessness of this Congress.

Mr. AKIN. You know, the thing that
was interesting to me, about December
of last year there was a guy who is one
cool businessman, he is the CEO of
Emerson Electric—which is not a big
household name to a lot of people, but
Emerson is a gigantic manufacturing
company headquartered in St. Louis
with operations in countries all over
the globe. And this guy was a little
bit—I won’t say it was a rant, but he
was fired up. He said, Look, I think I
know something about job creation.
And he went back over the record of
that company and all of the jobs that
had been created and how profitable
they were and what they were doing in
manufacturing. They have all kinds of
really high-tech kinds of things like
the electronic controls that control dif-
ferent businesses and huge complicated
process industry and things like that, a
lot of very sophisticated stuff. They
have all of these jobs they have created
through all of these years.

So this guy is the CEO of this place.
He has come up through the ranks. He
is an engineer; he knows what it takes
to make a company work. And he says,
T'll tell you what, with what’s being
done in this country I can guarantee
you we won’t be creating jobs in Amer-
ica. We’ll create jobs—we’re going to
create them in foreign countries be-
cause the foreign countries aren’t
doing this crazy stuff. We can put the
jobs there and make a decent profit.
Essentially what he’s saying is the U.S.
Government is forcing us not to make
jobs and to do all our job creation over-
seas.

Now, that’s a tragedy; that’s a trag-
edy. And he was shook up about it. He
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was upset about it because he’s an
American; he loves this country. He
wants the jobs to be made here. But,
no, we’re going to do this socialized
medicine gig, which has never worked
in any country of the world. I mean, at
a minimum, we could learn from the
former Soviet Union. They had the the-
ory that the government should pro-
vide you a job and health care and an
education and food and a place to live.
That’s what their theory was, and it
didn’t work worth a crud and the So-
viet Union collapsed. And so what are
we doing? Well, the government is
going to provide you now with edu-
cation and food and housing—and
health care, of course.

I yield.

Mr. GOHMERT. And of course we
know where that all led. Ultimately, it
led to the Soviet Union borrowing
money, printing money as fast as they
could and then ultimately coming to
the day of reckoning. And when they
realized we can’t borrow enough, we
can’t print enough, and they have to
announce we’re out of business as a
country, all of these states that made
up the USSR, they’re on their own.
We’re out of business; we can’t borrow
enough; we can’t print enough.

You know, another tragedy out of
this health care bill—and not in terms
of human suffering, but still a trag-
edy—was the media and the light that
was cast from the media through this
bill. Because you think back through
the years, both Democratic Presidents
and Republican Presidents, I don’t re-
call in my lifetime a media being so ob-
livious to truth. I can’t imagine under
George W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George
H.W. Bush, Ronald Reagan, Carter,
Ford, Nixon, going on back, I can’t
imagine the media ever allowing any
governmental entity to stand up and
say we are going to save $1.3 trillion
with this bill starting 11 years from
now and going 20 years from now.

Obviously, for the next 10 years we’re
going to cut Medicare $500 billion, and
we’re going to raise taxes by $500 bil-
lion. We’re going to do this for 10 years
and then that will pay for 6 years of
health care. And the mainstream
media didn’t utter a whimper. I just
can’t imagine the media letting that go
without saying, excuse me, did you say
it won’t start saving money until 11
years from now when you’re gone and
out of office? But this is what we’ve
come to; the media just let it go.

Mr. AKIN. The thing that got me
was, think of the logic: they have to
come up with a bill and they wanted to
come underneath $1 trillion. So how do
they do it? Well, what they do is they
say we’re going to tax people over 10
years, but we’re really going to start
the benefits of the bill 4 years into
that. So in other words, we’re only
going to do benefits for 6 years, but we
are going to tax for 10, and therefore it
all comes out to be less than $1 trillion.

I mean, it is such bizarre math that
it’s laughable. If you said I'm going to
start a lemonade stand and the first 4
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years I'm going to collect money for
lemonade and then I will start giving
people lemonade at the end of the
fourth year in order to make this thing
come out, people would say you're
crazy. You know, they would say this
is bizarre.

The other deal that was cut for the
insurance companies—I mean, I just
can’t imagine why that didn’t get more
attention—you’re a doctor and I'm a
sick patient and you and I talk to-
gether about the fact that, Todd, you
need to get your appendix out or some-
thing like that, and an insurance com-
pany comes in and they’re going to sec-
ond guess it. Well, if you make the
wrong decision, you get sued as the
doctor. But now here’s a deal: you can
make a decision, I make a decision, the
insurance company comes in and says
you don’t need your appendix out, and
then I drop dead and my wife says,
well, the insurance company made a
medical decision, they said AKIN
shouldn’t get his appendix out. I want
to sue the insurance company. Check
the fine print, you can’t sue them. You
can sue your doctor, but when an insur-
ance company makes a health care de-
cision, they have no liability whatso-
ever. Now, why would the national
media not pick up on something like
that?

You know, we ought to talk about
something cheerful. We’ve only got a
couple more minutes to go. Do you
know one thing that’s cheerful for me
to think about? Repealing this piece of
junk. That would make me happy. If
we could repeal this piece of junk and
we could go into health care and sys-
tematically fix the things that need to
be fixed, that would be a very positive
thing and it would put the economy on
track.

I would yield to my friend.

Mr. GOHMERT. Just very quickly,
not only should we repeal it com-
pletely, but all of these wonderful al-
ternatives we have ought to be in the
same bill. Not only are we ripping out
this bad bill, but here fixes the system.
We’ve got those bills, we just couldn’t
get them to the floor. I look forward to
getting them to the floor.

Mr. AKIN. Well, gentleman, you had
some of those bills, and hats off to you
because in spite of the fact that the
President said we didn’t have any bills,
then later on he claimed that he had
read all of our bills, which seems a lit-
tle hard to understand——

Mr. GOHMERT. And let me add, if I
might, CBO sat on them since last
summer and wouldn’t even give us a
score. Shame on them.

Mr. AKIN. Yeah. Well,
number of the bills.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for allow-
ing us to just talk about unemploy-
ment and what’s going on with the
economy.

you had a

———
O 1815

THE DYNAMICS OF EARTH DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LUJAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
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nounced policy of January 6, 2009, the
gentleman from New York (Mr. TONKO)
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. TONKO. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er.
Well, this evening, we are going to be
speaking about those advancements in
public policy terms that allow us to go
forward with a very meaningful agenda
to continually respond as an American
public to the dynamics of Earth Day.

It is hard to imagine that it takes us
back to 1970 when we first ushered in
Earth Day, a time when Americans
were working to focus on the steward-
ship that is our responsibility to grow
a stronger environment and a better
environmental response to enable us to
improve outcomes out there, outcomes
such as the air that we breathe. Obvi-
ously, as stewards of the environment,
we have the responsibility, yes, to en-
hance the outcome in the present, but
it also much more relevantly speaks to
what we will do for future generations
to make certain that our actions today
will begin the process of a stronger
outcome for generations to come.

So efforts on improving the quality
of air that we breathe and the efforts
to improve the water that we drink are
two of those driving forces that have
ushered in this celebration annually of
Earth Day where we recommit with
each and every year to continue the ef-
forts to grow the progressive agenda.

Now, four decades later plus, we
know that the climate crises that
gripped this Nation and this globe are
real. We know that the efforts to ad-
dress our planet in peril are absolutely
critical and that we have experienced
now the challenges that behoove us to
move forward as a nation and as a
world to respond not only to those
challenges but to see them also as op-
portunities that are waiting out there
for all of us because, as we’ll discuss in
the ensuing hour, there are those bene-
fits that come with embracing this
clean-energy economy, this clean-en-
ergy thinking, the green-energy think-
ing, that will allow us to shape the job
market of the future, and that requires
us to prepare the skill sets that will be
required in our workforce. It will en-
able us to establish jobs not yet ap-
pearing on the radar. It will enable us
to move forward with this innovation
economy, which will, I think, speak to
energy security for us, as Americans,
to energy independence and therefore
to national security, which is a loom-
ing, looming dynamic out there that
oftentimes is not discussed.

So, Mr. Speaker, with your permis-
sion here this evening, we are going to
talk about some of those things, those
items, that really were embraced by
the Democratic leadership, by the
Democratic leadership in this House,
on this Hill in Washington, and cer-
tainly now in the White House with
this new administration’s speaking to
the empowerment that can come to
this Nation, yes, with the results that
can be achieved but, yes, also with the
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corresponding opportunities that will
be packaged into the outcomes that we
will enjoy.

Our country has been moving in a
new direction, I believe, in the last
couple of years, understanding that
there are a number of benefits that can
come to all of us, to all sectors of this
country, and certainly there are ways
to speak to middle-income American
families from coast to coast in a way
that provides positive change for them
at home. There are issues that will
allow us to launch this clean-energy
economy that will create millions of
jobs associated with that sort of think-
ing. These are jobs, I will posit, which
will not be outsourced. These will be
jobs that will be stationed here in the
United States which will enable us to
again be the masters of our destiny,
which will allow us to be the architects
of new programmatic efforts of induc-
ing all sorts of beneficial sorts of con-
cepts and programs which will enable
us to showcase the American pioneer
spirit.

You know, I represent a district in
upstate New York that was the birth-
place to the westward movement. My
district houses the confluence of two
historic water channels—the Mohawk
River and the Hudson River—and the
confluence of those two rivers is the
edge of that westward movement that
created a port out of a town called New
York City, which then gave birth to a
necklace of communities which became
the epicenters of invention and innova-
tion, which then created the pathway
to a westward movement that devel-
oped not only New York as a State but
the entire country as a nation, which
then impacted with its discoveries the
quality of life of people around the
world.

That same pioneer spirit that drove
the Industrial Revolution and that
drove the first energy revolution can
also now be that inspiration that al-
lows us to move forward in a way that
creates this green energy revolution
that will respond to the absolute sym-
bolism and spirit of Earth Day, which,
as I said, started some four decades
ago, over 40 years ago, when the first
celebration occurred.

In embracing this sort of agenda, it
also will enable us to lower energy
costs for American businesses and cer-
tainly for American households. It is
such an important factor as people
have learned through these very dif-
ficult economic times that we need to
be able to control those costs. We will
talk a bit tonight, I imagine, about a
smart grid, about smart meters, about
smart thermostats, all of which put
control and responsibility, but then
also provide opportunities for Amer-
ica’s energy consumers—large and
small, businesses and households—with
all of us prospering from that sort of
activity.

So, in lowering those energy costs,
which sometimes can be a very signifi-
cant price to pay, it can be a signifi-
cant wedge of a business pie chart for
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costs of that particular business or for
that particular industry. It also can be
a very painful and growing wedge of
the household pie chart for its fi-
nances, especially for some of our
lower income strata families, working
families, who, when impacted by these
growing energy costs, are paying more
and more of a percentage of their
household incomes, disproportionately
represented for their households, com-
pared to other households that may be
living in better energy environments
and that may be living in situations
which don’t extract as much pain, re-
quire as much pain, due to those en-
ergy costs as they do for other fami-
lies.

Also, with this agenda of progress,
with this progressive nature of policy
reforms, I think it will allow us to re-
duce that growing gluttonous depend-
ence on foreign imports, on fossil-based
fuels that are still our heavy reliance.
That dependence on foreign oil is of-
tentimes associated with unstable
countries, yes, but more critically with
unfriendly nations to America as a
country. Certainly, leaders of our coun-
try have had difficult times with those
unfriendly nations, and we continue to
move forward with this gluttonous de-
pendency on that foreign import of oil.

Then, finally, there is the oppor-
tunity for us to speak in meaningful
measure about reducing our carbon
pollution that is now causing climate
change, global warming. This increas-
ing carbon footprint threatens not only
the Nation’s environment but the
world’s environment, the global envi-
ronment. These efforts, these benefits,
that can be realized simply through the
investment of resources, through the
development of public policy, through
the resolve of taking on an agenda that
can really grow a positive outcome and
that can provide a more optimistic fla-
vor for all of us here in this Nation are
doable items, and they should be com-
mitted to with a strong sense of resolve
as we celebrate Earth Day tomorrow
on April 22 across this country.

Americans cannot afford, Mr. Speak-
er, to return to some of the failed poli-
cies of the past where people have asso-
ciated a partnership as a tradition with
Big Oil. Big Oil has been demanding of
us to continually send those billions of
dollars, which I made mention of, over-
seas for foreign oil. It is putting dic-
tators who, perhaps, tolerate terrorism
or who, more dreadfully, engineer that
terrorism in ways that put them in
charge of our energy supplies. That
should be a no-brainer. That should be
a challenge to all of us to escape the
woes of that sort of dependency to en-
able us again to be in charge of our en-
ergy decisions and in charge of our en-
ergy resources and supplies.

Also, we are lavishing those subsidies
on oil companies which have been earn-
ing continually—and especially in re-
cent history—record profits, record
profits that should behoove us to refor-
mulate our thinking, enabling us to
move forward in a way that doesn’t
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have us furthering our dependence on
foreign imports of oil but rather has us
escaping the crippling impact that this
expensive, dirty, and dangerous 19th
century thinking, as it relates to fuel
sources, continues to bear on the out-
comes for so many Americans.

So I believe, on Earth Day, we should
step back and recommit, as we move
forward, to go forward with this green
thinking, with this green Earth think-
ing of outcomes that can be very real
in our lives here as Americans, a think-
ing that enables us to commit with a
high degree of passion to R&D, to re-
search and development, to basic re-
search through our universities and
through our private sector to enable us
to continue to build upon those active
qualities of growing shelf opportunities
that can be reached in terms of energy
efficiency issues and in terms of retro-
fits for homes and businesses, which
will enable us to look at not just the
supply side of the equation but will en-
able us to reach over to the other side
of that equation, the demand outcome.
That demand side of the equation is
one that can find us prospering simply
by addressing a reduction in the
amount of energy supplies that we uti-
lize, in energy supplies that are mean-
ingful and in energy supplies that
should be seen, accompanied by a
strong commitment, a resolve, to ad-
dress energy efficiencies as a fuel of
choice.

That energy efficiency outcome
should be a very high priority of fuels
to which we reach. It should be seen as
that quantity out there, as that com-
modity that is mined and drilled, just
as we actively mine for coal or drill for
oil, and we should again do the mining
and drilling operation with energy effi-
ciency, our fuel of choice, to reduce
that mountain of electrons that is re-
quired, that is depended upon. We can
deal with that in very meaningful
measure by moving forward with op-
portunities in research and develop-
ment and certainly in the practical
outlay of resources where we measure
up by retrofitting our businesses, our
communities, and our households with
energy efficiency.

Let me just speak to some practical
measures that are very much akin to
the 21st Congressional District, which I
represent in upstate New York. While I
served in the State legislature for
many years, just shy of 25 years in the
New York State Assembly, I served as
energy chair for the last 15 years. We
had put together some novel opportuni-
ties, experiments, that would provide
for a greener thinking of energy policy.

What we had done in our efforts was
to, for example, work with threatened
economies, with the ag economy. I hap-
pen to represent a number of agri-
culture-related industries and busi-
nesses within upstate New York. Chief
amongst them was the dairy sector, a
sector that, until this day, has always
been threatened by an inappropriate
response for the pricing mechanism
that is required to enable our dairy
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farmers to be justly responded to for
the hard work, 24/7, that they do at
their businesses, oftentimes family
business-related, that brings food to
the table.

In order to respond to that agenda
where their costs of production were
oftentimes not covered and were not
met by the price of milk that was de-
livered to them for the produce, for the
product they delivered to the market,
we set upon a course, an agenda, to re-
spond in favorable and in sensitive
measure to our dairy farmers.

Well, we put together a commitment
with a partnership—with ESCOs, En-
ergy Services Companies; with
NYSERDA, the New York State Energy
Research and Development Authority;
with farm organizations; with local
utilities; and with the State of New
York, the assembly—working with
some legislative resources that it
would apply towards this experiment.

[ 1830

We were able to reach out to the
farming community. We got two volun-
teer farms to enter into a demonstra-
tion project. And here they are dealing
with milk as a commodity. That is a
very perishable product that is highly
regulated, that deals with the pumping
and cooling process, that deals with
many energy issues that are unique.
They can’t go off peak. Mother Nature
calls. Their milking process is one that
is governed by nature, not by human
decision to go off peak or on peak.

So with the uniqueness, we addressed
their concerns. We came forward with
an energy efficiency retrofit for these
dairy farms that introduced double-
digit percentage reduction in the
amount of energy supplies that were
required at that farm, without even ad-
dressing the tariff rate that they were
charged. Simply by reducing the moun-
tains of electrons required at those two
dairy farm operations, we were able to
reduce their cost of production signifi-
cantly simply through energy terms.

Now, that is one small example in
one sector of one important industry in
upstate New York, throughout New
York State, and a very meaningful,
meaningful industry because they are
dealing with nutritional needs. They
are placing those nutrition needs onto
the table, the dinner tables of families
across this country. That is one exam-
ple of how we are able to relate energy
efficiency to a struggling industry, to
one that needed greater respect in pub-
lic policy measure. That is inspiration
to all of us. And certainly for just the
dairy sector, it was inspiration to then
reach out and do a much larger pro-
gram with time where we dealt with
about 70 farms that were equally sur-
prised with their outcomes, that came
with energy efficiency operations, that
enabled us to have a much stronger
outcome. The response of that, the re-
sult of all of that was that people are
now looking and expanding through
the Public Service Commission some
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greater opportunities that would per-
haps allow for statewide programs to
take hold.

The point of mentioning this, Mr.
Speaker, is that we have it within our
grasp—we certainly have it within our
intellect—to make these sorts of suc-
cess stories more and more relevant,
more and more visible, and more and
more numerous across the industry
types and business types of our State
and our country. I think it’s important
for us to see that as an investment that
is very sound, no matter what the sup-
ply mix, no matter where the power
and how the power is generated, and
hopefully we move toward an American
self-sufficiency, growing self-suffi-
ciency. No matter what that mix, we
need to be less gluttonous in the usage.
And I think we can. I think we will.
And it takes that resolve to move for-
ward and provide the incentives, pro-
vide the focus, provide the terms of leg-
islation that will take us to that new
era of innovation within the energy
cycle.

In 2009, this very House was a leader
as it passed clean energy jobs legisla-
tion that reduced at the same time car-
bon emissions in this country, the car-
bon emissions that would be reduced by
some 17 percent by the year 2020. A sig-
nificant amount of improvement there,
keeping America number one in terms
of making our country a world leader
in new energy technologies, a new lead-
er in making certain that we preserve
our American manufacturing base,
while protecting consumers. And I
think some of the multi-faceted quali-
ties of the outcomes of the driving
forces to do a number of these formats
for reform sometimes are underesti-
mated and not clearly communicated
to the consuming public, to those
around this country who are looking
for job creation.

HEspecially as we recover from this
very long and deep and painful reces-
sion, it is important for us to be the
masters of this comeback of the Amer-
ican economy. The way we do it and do
it best is to make certain that we ad-
vance the notions of progressive re-
forms that will enable us to create jobs
not yet, as I made mention, on the
radar and put together a responsive-
ness to the energy needs of people of
this country.

Through the Recovery Act of 2009,
much talked about, oftentimes much
focused on and perhaps misinforming
what really happened, our Nation made
in that Recovery Act an historic in-
vestment in job creation, investments
that would lead to a clean, more vi-
brant energy future. And it’s estimated
that we can create with those dollars
more than 700,000 jobs, nearly doubling
our renewable efforts here in this coun-
try for electricity and saving con-
sumers on an ongoing annual basis;
making certain that operating costs at
home, operating costs at businesses
and industries are reduced simply by
putting together a solid mix of energy
opportunities within that Recovery
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Act of 2009. Again, if we are moving
with smart grids, smart meters, smart
thermostats, a better controlled des-
tiny, and more architected opportunity
to be creative in our usage, to look off
peak and to move to issues like ad-
vanced battery manufacturing, which
is the linchpin to taking us to a new
era in energy, we can do it. It takes
leadership. It takes focus. It takes in-
centives that take us down this new
pathway that is greener than the past
and in a way that looks in a new direc-
tion, that really embraces what still
happens in this country.

We are robust in our patent develop-
ment. We are strong in our higher ed
investments. We are strong in our incu-
bator programs, in our R&D opportuni-
ties. We need simply to then deploy
those success stories that have been
prototyped and tested and then ad-
vance somehow an agenda that part-
ners with the Angel Network and with
the venture capital community the
success stories that can then be trans-
lated through deployment into the
commercialization networks, the busi-
ness creation that is essential that
then translates to the outpouring of
jobs that are then available to Ameri-
cans as we securitize that effort, as we
grow our energy independence and
grow our security as not only con-
sumers but generators of the energy
supplies that we require.

In 2009, this House also passed the
clean energy jobs legislation that re-
duced those carbon emissions, as I said,
by some 17 percent. But also in 2007, be-
fore my time here because I entered in
this past term as a freshman, Congress
enacted a landmark energy law that
would increase vehicle fuel efficiency
for the first time in more than three
decades so that the outcome would be
35 miles per gallon, a much more effi-
cient outcome for the industry in this
country, and that threshold year of
2020 would be the benchmark, so that
by 2020 we would be achieving 35 miles
per gallon, a very much increased and
improved-upon measurement for fuel
efficiency in our auto fleets in this
country. These are actions that re-
spond to and underscore the historic
commitment to a clean homegrown
American agenda. And I think that
those biofuels that we’ve embraced
through renewables, with wind and
solar, the efforts for geothermal as en-
ergy supplies and advanced vehicle
technology are just the beginning of
progress, the exploration of new fron-
tiers, new pioneer efforts to take us to
this new realm of energy creation and
energy responsiveness.

I think that with this ACES legisla-
tion, the American Clean Energy and
Security Act of 2009, it was a landmark
opportunity for us to now debate in
this House the merits of moving for-
ward with an investment in greener
thinking. The historic legislation to
launch a new and clean energy econ-
omy holds great potential. These,
again, are jobs that will not be
offshored. They will not be outsourced.
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We will be working to create 1.7 mil-
lion American jobs with this measure
and would help to reduce, again, the
dangerous dependence on foreign sup-
plies, so much so that we reduce that
dangerous dependence on foreign oil by
some 5 million barrels per day, keeping
energy costs low for Americans and
protecting American consumers from
the ravages of costs and price controls
that have gone beyond their pocket-
book. The impact of all of this is done
without any increase to the deficit,
which I believe is a very strong out-
come for all of us.

We talk about the advancements. We
talk about scientists. We talk about
technology and engineering. It is im-
portant for all of us to understand that
there is great potential here in growing
the jobs as we address the progressive
agenda, and there are those who have
led the discussion, led the debate be-
cause of their experience as scientists,
those who have been there. They un-
derstand the value added of these tech-
nical-related fields and professions.
They know the potential. They know
the commitment. They know the pas-
sion that these professionals embrace
to change our thinking, to bring us to
a newer, higher realm of outcome that
is within our grasp. We have seen it
through the decades. We have seen it in
a way that has inspired progress for the
entire world well beyond the bound-
aries of this country. We need to bring
back that sort of commitment, that
sort of encouragement that enables all
of us to work together as a society.

One of those outspoken voices, the
informed voices speaking with a full-
ness, with a depth, comes from sci-
entists like RUSH HOLT. Representative
HOLT represents a congressional dis-
trict in New Jersey, and it has been his
passion, it has been his advocacy, as we
dealt with policy like ACES, the Amer-
ican Clean Energy and Security Act,
issues like the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, which, again, his-
torically made large down payments to
take us to this new thinking—it has
been people like Representative RUSH
HovLT that have delivered and have
brought us to this discussion and have
forged a positive outcome.

Tonight we are pleased to be joined
by Representative HOLT as he adds his
voice to tonight’s discussion, cele-
brating Earth Day tomorrow in a way
that takes us to this green energy
economy, this innovation economy.

Representative HoLT, it’s great to
have you join us.

Mr. HOLT. I thank my friend from
New York. If he would yield, I would be
pleased to contribute to this discus-
sion.

Mr. TONKO. I would be happy to
yield.

Mr. HOLT. Remembering 40 years
ago, you and I are old enough to re-
member when tens of millions of Amer-
icans joined together in what was at
the time a very visionary day, Earth
Day, where Wisconsin Senator Gaylord
Nelson, drawing from Wisconsin’s own
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Aldo Leopold, who had developed an
ethic of the land, and he said, ‘“‘Earth
Day is a dramatic evidence of a broad
new national concern that cuts across
generations and ideologies. Our goal is
not just an environment of clean air
and water and scenic beauty. The ob-
ject is an environment of decency,
quality, and mutual respect for other
human beings and living creatures.”

It was really very visionary. But
what resulted from that were specific
bills, solid legislation, these bills that
have moved the country along. So it is
not just soft-headed, warm-hearted em-
bracing of the wilderness. It was sci-
entific engineering expertise brought
to cleaning up the land and the water.
And since Earth Day in 1970, laws have
been passed such as the National Envi-
ronmental Protection Act, the Clean
Air Act, the Endangered Species Act,
to mention a few. And Earth Day is no
longer just a day. This ethic has been
taken to heart, and we continue to
move along with the solid science-
based efforts to preserve our environ-
ment.
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Now certainly the number one insult
to planet Earth is the way we produce
and use energy. My friend from New
York has been talking about not only
the costs, the costs facing us, which
are in dollars and lives, if we do not
confront the problems created by the
way we produce and use energy. It’s
not just an average rise in temperature
where spring might come a little bit
earlier; it is not just that sea level
might be up a few inches or a few feet.
It is that tropical diseases will appear
where they haven’t appeared before. We
see that happening now. It is not just
that we lose the scenery of glaciers in
the mountains, we actually lose
groundwater; we lose habitat for those
things that we depend on for our well-
being. So we need comprehensive en-
ergy reform to stop using dirty fuels.

It is fortunate that the efforts to deal
with the dirty fuels could also relieve
our trade imbalance, could also con-
tribute to our national security by
making us less dependent on foreign
sources of fossil fuels, and in fact it
could not only save us money; it could
make us money.

Mr. TONKO. Representative HoOLT, if
you’ll suffer a disruption, if you will
yield, you triggered a thought.

Just recently my district hosted the
only stop in New York State, actually
in Schenectady, of the Operation Free
Tour. As you know, it’s a bus tour
being conducted by veterans for Amer-
ican power and they are doing a coast-
to-coast tour, hitting all of the States.
It was so impressive. We invited vet-
erans from all vintages, from World
War II, from the Korean War, from the
Vietnam conflict and up to the present
day, more present-day veterans that
have committed in uniform and have
fought on foreign soils in defense of
this nation. Very impressive, very im-
pressive visits by these folks.
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They, at our stop in Schenectady,
New York, had three spokespersons:
one veteran from the State of Arkan-
sas, who has done two tours of duty as
a marine in Iraq, spoke to the crowd,
spoke to those assembled. We had a vis-
itor, a veteran from the State of Wis-
consin. She drove a truck, I believe,
with the Army in Iraq. And then fi-
nally a veteran from the State of New
Hampshire who as an Army officer did
a tour of duty in Iraq and a tour of
duty in Afghanistan. He is now at Yale
Law School.

To a person, each of these veterans
spoke of the wisdom, the no-brainer, as
we might call it, of moving to energy
independence for Americans; energy se-
curity. They witnessed the outright de-
struction of troops, the threat to the
troops, the supreme sacrifice often-
times made simply by forces of Taliban
that they believed are fed by the treas-
uries of these unfriendly nations to
which we feed over $400 billion a year;
unstable but, more importantly, un-
friendly governments to the U.S., using
those dollars from their treasury to
work against our operations for free-
dom-loving people around the world.

They also spoke to—and it’s what
your comments triggered in me—the
concerns for global warming, for cli-
mate change. They said, this is an
issue of national security. Beyond our
domestic programming for energy se-
curity and energy independence, it’s a
national security issue. Because what
they believe is happening is that with
drought, with floods, with famine,
you’re creating the perfect storm that
finds people weakened by famine and a
much more robust competition for
available land around the world. It’s a
breeding ground for terrorist activity.
The veterans who were there, many of
whom had fought in the Second World
War, walked away from that saying,
what an interesting way to approach
the issue. They were impacted by the
thought process that was inspired by
each of these three veterans, recent
veterans, to the honor roll of American
history, but to a person these two men
and one woman spoke in very relevant
terms about what our energy policy
can mean to our troops and to the
goals of our military into the future.

It just makes so much sense, from a
national security, energy independ-
ence, energy security concept and per-
spective if we move forward with clean
energy thinking and an innovation
economy that can be inspired by that
thinking. I think that their comments
are very relevant to today’s eve of cele-
bration of Earth Day.

Mr. HOLT. As my friend points out,
the way we are producing and using en-
ergy not only costs lives and dollars
through the climate change but it ex-
acerbates our security problems. And
by addressing the energy problems, we
will indeed increase our national secu-
rity, saving lives. And if we really
make a commitment to investing in re-
liable energy solutions for the United
States, the United States, the historic
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leader in innovation in the world, the
country whose economy has been built
on invention and innovation, can lead
the world and benefit economically big
time through addressing these energy
problems, through new clean, sustain-
able energy, starting first with the
low-hanging fruit of efficiency, of wind
and geothermal and other readily
available sources; moving on to things,
some of which are not yet developed
but with the American powers of inno-
vation, we can master these things and
sell them to the rest of the world.

So the advantages in addressing the
energy problem are not just in avoiding
catastrophe, it is really to have a posi-
tive economic and social future. Waste
is never good economics and the United
States’ attitude toward energy is real-
ly profligate. So there is a lot of low-
hanging fruit to be gained and money
to be saved that way, and then a lot of
money to be earned through innovative
solutions to the problems.

Mr. TONKO. I certainly think that
this move to innovation, which can be
a job growth factor, if that’s being de-
nied simply because of an association,
a Kkinship, a partnership with Big Oil,
with industries out there as an indus-
try, with big oil companies, then that
is a detrimental outcome, one that
really needs to be exposed for what it
is. To continue with tradition, to con-
tinue with that comfortable, cozy rela-
tionship, to be able to do the subsidies,
to be able to reach out, to empower
those traditional sources in a way that
has been advocated because there are
friendships out there, people enjoy that
partnership continuing, that needs to
be refocused. It needs to be brought to
the attention of the American public,
to the consuming public.

And I think that the innovation that
can be inspired here, and it’s part of
the value added that I believe you
bring to this House, Representative
HoLT. I have been with you in many
discussions and I enjoy your passionate
plea to really invest in research and de-
velopment, basic research. You are ab-
solutely right. When we do that, we
need to see R&D investments equal to
economic development, to job growth.
They’re not just investments made
with no jobs growing from them but
we’re developing very sound jobs, very
good-paying outcomes.

You talked about the innovation.
One of the impacts out there of the
American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act, one of the stalwart efforts of the
ACES with R&D investment is to look
at the battery as the linchpin, that’s
that linkage that takes us to this new
era of energy thinking. We have seen
many of these opportunities, invest-
ments made over the last couple of
months through the Recovery Act into
lithium ion as an advanced battery
production out there and the concept
of some of the sodium-based. For me in
my area with GE and the sodium-based
outcome, these are the cornerstone,
the building block to the future. If we
develop that mastery of innovation in
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the battery concepts, we then unleash
untold stories of success in the energy-
related areas.

Mr. HOLT. The lithium ion battery is
a good example. In the ARRA, the bill
that many in America know as the
stimulus bill, there is a significant in-
vestment in development and manufac-
turing for lithium ion batteries and we
are well on our way to capturing
maybe a third or more of the world
market in producing these lithium bat-
teries; where previously we had a
small, tiny percent of the production.
So it shows that with the commitment,
we really can move ahead, we really
can seize, earn, a large part of the
world market. That’s just one example.

We can do the same thing in building
technologies. We can do the same thing
in other transportation technologies.
We can do the same thing in electricity
generation; and on and on and on. In
fact, we have led the world in tech-
nologies for electricity generation,
whether it be nuclear or combined
cycle turbines, but that is now based
on an unsustainable fossil fuel model,
the way we had developed electricity
generation in the United States.

Mr. TONKO. And I think there’s such
a coupling here. I think if we can speak
to the focus, the vision, that the Demo-
cratic majority in the House embraces,
it’s pushing efforts the way of small
business. So many of these entrepre-
neurial efforts, the innovation that is
driven by these whiz-kid ideas, are sub-
stantiated by investments in their
prototyping, their testing; and then we
need to further commit to deploying
these to the commercial networks.

While I was at NYSERDA, the New
York State Energy Research and De-
velopment Authority, we were involved
with a demonstration project on Kki-
netic hydro, utilizing the turbulence of
the East River along the edge of the is-
land of Manhattan to create energy
simply through the movement of water
with a turbine sub the surface of that
water and relying on the turbulence.
We disassembled that demo, sent it to
the labs in Colorado for DOE, found out
the improvements that were required
for the blade design, the fin design, the
assembly itself of the gearbox, made
those improvements, and now there is
expectation that perhaps 1100
megawatts worth of power can be real-
ized in one State like New York alone
simply through the motion of water.

These are things that should be in-
vested in. These are the opportunities
that are growing jobs out there and
that can respond in much more envi-
ronmentally friendly outcomes for our
energy needs and energy needs around
the world. That pioneer spirit should
not be denied and that breaking of, the
departure here, our thinking is far re-
moved from that partnership that was,
I think, hurtful to us where we’re rely-
ing on those oil industries, this major-
ity has said, ‘“‘Look, let’s make that
break, let’s go into a new energy
arena.”’

And now you look at the accounts in
Newsweek, in Business Week of late,
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they’re talking about the wonderful
growth that is coming to the economy
because of the Recovery Act, because
of that stimulus bill that you talked
of. That is providing a lot of impetus
for reform, for growth, for change, for
recovery. At the same time we’re re-
sponding to the needs of our energy
and our environment, and that needs to
be recognized on this eve of Earth Day.
I think we can take a great bit of en-
thusiasm and encouragement from that
latest bit of news.

But as a scientist that you are and as
one who’s an engineer here in the
arena, I think that we can continue to
push the emphasis on technology that’s
so important as we just made mention
with batteries. I'll talk about that. I
think you want to share something
here.

Mr. HOLT. I would like to talk about
another aspect of Earth Day, where
over the years now, the same level of
hardheaded analysis that we are begin-
ning to bring to the energy problem
has been brought to ecology, the rela-
tionship between life forms and the en-
vironment.
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Earth Day is not only about pro-
tecting the planet’s atmosphere. One of
the lessons of the last 40 or 50 years
now is that we are a seamless web and
that protection of wildlife is not just
for aesthetics or humane reasons. Real-
ly, protecting the whole environment
is important for human quality of life
as well.

And I wanted to talk a little bit
about wildlife because today I intro-
duced legislation with my colleague
and fellow Sustainable Energy Coali-
tion member JARED PoLIS. This is leg-
islation that will create a program to
protect and preserve wildlife corridors.
Wildlife corridors are connected strips
of land in which a wide range of ani-
mals can migrate, can propagate. One
professor has called these ‘‘sidewalks
for animals.”

They are really necessary in every
State. And as we have paved America,
as we have bisected it and trisected it
and cut it up with roads, we have found
that we have moved wildlife into
smaller and smaller spaces, where it is
now unsustainable. So these corridors
will help support the economy of hunt-
ing and wildlife watching, but it also
will keep the web of life intact.

Our bill, the Wildlife Corridors Con-
servation Act, would establish a Wild-
life Corridor Stewardship and Protec-
tion Fund to provide grants to Federal
agencies, State and local governments,
nonprofits, and corporations for cre-
ating these essential wildlife corridors.
And the Department of Agriculture,
the Department of the Interior, the De-
partment of Transportation are all
part of this; and dozens and dozens of
organizations that study and that ad-
vocate for environmental protection
have endorsed this. I commend it to my
colleagues, and I hope we can move
along with that so that it will be law
by next Earth Day.
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Mr. TONKO. I think it is interesting,
as you pointed out, this whole Earth
Day celebration covers a multitude of
needs, but a multitude of opportunities
that transcends a number, just travels
over so many dynamics out there, from
agriculture, to wildlife, to the eco-
system, to water supplies, water usage,
air quality, environment, energy re-
quirements and needs. And all of that
brought into a compilation of a bigger
picture, a thoughtfulness, a planning
that enables us to have these strong
and measurably improved programs, all
while creating job opportunities and
developing a strategy that places the
environment in the hands of the next
generations in a much better outcome
than we inherited.

That is acting with responsibility. It
is acting with tremendous engagement
in an issue area and issues that are so
correlated and so important to the out-
comes here not just in these United
States but around the world.

And as a leader in the world, I think
it is important for us to show by exam-
ple and to teach by this sort of flavor
and provide the inspiration that will
lead to progress around the world.

You know, you talk about the im-
pacts that are made with the wildlife
and with the ecosystem that you just
described, with perhaps a threatening
situation out there with lesser area of
space available. The same is true in our
ag economy when we look at opportu-
nities that need to respond to agscape
around the country. We need to be able
to partner with our friends in agri-
culture in a way that enables them to
deal with their concerns in a way that
is transitioned into an opportunity.

Just recently we announced, in the
last several months, the opportunity
for yet another grant that is going to
SUNY Cobleskill that I represent, part
of the State University of New York
system. And they are an ag and tech
campus. They are working on a
biowaste to bioenergy project that will
enable them to create a fuel source and
enable us to keep our water streams
cleaner, reduce our dependency on
landfills, and enable us to go forward
and respond to an energy supply in
terms of a newly formulated gas that is
now part and parcel of this.

And they start talking about what
this demo means to the outcome and
where you can overlay this opportunity
on several municipalities out there.
And there is absolutely opportunity for
our troops. When you look at how you
are developing this fuel supply, you can
avoid transportation through war
zones that is very, very dangerous. I
mean, in talking to this veteran who
was part of Operation Free who trav-
eled to my district to speak on behalf
of Veterans for American Power, she
spoke of the danger zone when she
drove trucks through some of these
enemy territories that are responded to
by situations like this with new devel-
opments that come our way.

So there are ample needs that are ad-
dressed simply in very academic terms
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that are science and tech applications.
I serve on the Science and Technology
Committee. It is a wonderful assign-
ment to be able to witness day in and
day out what is happening to the aus-
pices of that committee in a way that
builds progress based on the invest-
ment and research. And that R&D op-
portunity for this country, a willing-
ness for us to produce those invest-
ments that then translate into success
stories that then further translate into
business opportunities and job growth
are what it’s all about.

And it is a recommitment to that
agenda on this eve of Earth Day that I
think is so essential and so much a
framework of what’s driving this ma-
jority in the House of Representatives
to build that new day, that new out-
come, and working with the new ad-
ministration to take what was placed
on the back burner. When you think of
that Recovery Act, when you think of
what was taken from that back burner
in terms of smart grids, smart thermo-
stats, smart meters, investment in re-
newables and R&D, in battery develop-
ment, in energy-efficiency opportuni-
ties, along with broadband for our com-
munities and wiring for a new day for
our neighborhoods that are perhaps
distressed, and for areas that are very
remote or very rural, these are ample
opportunities that should have been
embraced a long time ago. But we are
breaking away from some of that de-
pendency on those big industries that
were the tail wagging the dog.

Mr. HOLT. And we call these green
because they are sustainable.

Mr. TONKO. Exactly.

Mr. HOLT. Stripping the environ-
ment without replenishment is not sus-
tainable. Ultimately, we will fail; we
will perish if that’s the way we are
going to approach our globe. We must
do it differently if we are going to pre-
vail. With Earth Day 30 years ago, now
40 years ago——

Mr. TONKO. 1970, yes.
quickly.

Mr. HOLT. We had that vision, we
had that vision of a sustainable Earth.
And a number of things have followed.
Now it’s time to really regenerate that
vision. And in all of these areas of en-
ergy, of agriculture, of transportation,
of wildlife management, of oceanog-
raphy, we need to bring the hard
science to bear in ways to make our
use and our place on the planet sus-
tainable. That’s part of the name of
this caucus we have here, the Sustain-
able Energy and Environmental Cau-
cus, because, as I said before, waste is
never good economics. And stripping
things without replenishment will only
leave us with a bare Earth.

Mr. TONKO. I think both you and I
see the merit that is brought forth by
working through SEEC as a coalition
to provide that green outspokenness
and to work with our partners in gov-
ernment to make sure we respond to
their, perhaps, district concerns or

It goes by
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some of the efforts of folks to hold you
back, to walk through that, talk
through it, and policy through it.

And we are visited today also by one
of the co-chairs of that awesome coali-
tion, JAY INSLEE from the State of
Washington, who is yet another out-
spoken voice for green thinking here in
the House of Representatives.

Welcome, Representative INSLEE, to
sort of bring us to a close on our hour
of discussion about Earth Day tomor-
TOow.

Mr. INSLEE. Well, I appreciate the
opportunity. Thanks for carrying the
load here. I just want to, in closing,
note tomorrow the actress Sigourney
Weaver will be hosting a movie, a docu-
mentary called ‘‘Acid Test.” And it’s a
very interesting movie with some very
disturbing news about our oceans, and
that is that our oceans are becoming
more acidic. And what this movie dis-
closes is that our oceans are actually
30 percent more acidic than they were
before we started to burn coal and oil
in the industrial age.

And the way this works, the way this
movie that Ms. Weaver narrates, car-
bon goes up out of our smokestacks,
out of our tailpipes, goes into the at-
mosphere, then falls into the ocean,
goes into solution in the ocean, and
creates acidic conditions. And I don’t
think probably many people know that
our oceans are becoming actually more
acidic.

And the concern of course is that
when you change the acidity level of
the ocean what it does to life forms.
And we had Jane Lubchenco, who is Dr.
Jane Lubchenco, who heads NOAA, our
National Oceanographic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, the other day
she showed us some time-lapse photog-
raphy of what happens when you put a
shell, like a clam shell, in ocean water
that will be as acidic as our oceans will
be by the end of the century. And it es-
sentially melts.

What we are finding is the oceans are
becoming so acidic that if this trend
continues, it will actually dissolve lit-
tle creatures that form calcium car-
bonate shells. Shells are made out of
calcium carbonate. They take the cal-
cium that precipitates out of a solution
and they make a shell. And this isn’t
just crabs or clams or oysters or coral;
it’s the little pteropods, the very small
creatures that form 40 percent of the
bottom of the food chain in the oceans.
Of course it’s the bottom. And the evi-
dence is showing this may prevent
these creatures from having a healthy
ability to precipitate calcium to make
their body form.

So the long and the short of it is that
the actor who gave us ‘‘Alien,” which
was pretty scary, tomorrow will be
showing in Congress a movie that I
think is maybe at least equally as
scary as ‘‘Alien’ because this acidifica-
tion of the oceans that is caused by
carbon pollution has already possibly
disrupted some life forms.
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In the State of Washington we
haven’t been able to grow a baby oys-
ter for 2 years in our oyster industry.
And we are not sure yet whether that’s
because of an infection process or be-
cause of acidification or both. But it’s
an example of the kind of thing that
can happen if we don’t stop ocean
acidification.

So the point I want to make tonight
is the U.S. Senate is now considering a
bill to deal with carbon pollution that
will also jump-start the economy by
creating thousands of green collar jobs.
But to succeed in both those things,
they need some Ilimitation on the
amount of carbon pollution that’s
going into the atmosphere. And they
need that because that’s the only way
we are going to compete with China to
drive investment in these green collar
jobs, but also because it’s the only way
we are going to keep our oceans from
becoming fatally acidic for large parts
of the biosphere.

We get a lot of our human protein
from the oceans. I think it is 10 or 20
percent of the human protein comes
out of the oceans. So I am hopeful they
will do this. And I hope they will know,
too, they need some limitation on car-
bon pollution, because we have a way
to do that right now through the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency that is
going to do it. They have been ordered
by the courts to do this. And we are
going to either have a good carbon pol-
lution protection system in this bill or
we are going to have the EPA do it. We
think it’s better if Congress designs it.

Mr. TONKO. Absolutely.

Mr. INSLEE. But if Congress does
not design it, the EPA is going to do
that. And we are not going to vote for
bills that do not solve this problem
that would strip the EPA of their au-
thority to solve this problem. So we
need the Senate to step up to the plate,
have some system to reduce carbon
pollution so that we can move forward.

I want to thank Mr. ToNKO for his
leadership here tonight.

Mr. TONKO. Thank you, Chairman
INSLEE, and thank you for your leader-
ship with SEEC, the Sustainable En-
ergy and Environmental Coalition.

I think as we reference our comments
this evening to Earth Day as a celebra-
tion tomorrow, we think back to 1970.
And it was about the commitment to a
better outcome, to addressing business
that needed to be accomplished. To-
night we resolved that it’s about unfin-
ished business, but yet about untold
opportunity. And we can accomplish
both by continuing our commitments
to a much stronger development and
responsiveness to our environment
which comes through all sorts of pol-
icy, including energy.

So, Mr. Speaker, we thank you this
evening for the opportunity to share
the thoughts of the majority here. And
it is onward with progressive policy to
be sensitive to those next generations
that will inherit from us the out-
standing work we can do if we commit.
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IN HONOR OF CONGRESSMAN BOB
FRANKS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2009, the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SMITH) is recognized for 60
minutes.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to join my col-
leagues in mourning the passing of
Congressman Bob Franks and to cele-
brate a life well lived.

I would like to yield to my good
friend and colleague, LEONARD LANCE,
for as much time as he may consume.

Mr. LANCE. Thank you, Congress-
man SMITH.

Mr. Speaker, I join several of my col-
leagues this evening to pay tribute to
Robert D. Franks, a former New Jersey
Member of the House of Representa-
tives whose compassion rightfully
earned him praise and respect from
both sides of the political aisle. Bob
died late in the evening on Friday,
April 9. He was 58 years old.

Bob’s death at Memorial Sloan-Ket-
tering Cancer Center in Manhattan was
caused by an aggressive sarcoma which
was diagnosed in February. He was sur-
rounded by his wonderful wife, Fran;
their three young and beautiful daugh-
ters, Sara, Kelly, and Abigail; his
mother, June; his sister, Judy; brother-
in-law, Jeremy; and niece, Mary Han-
nah.

Bob was a brilliant political tacti-
cian and a natural candidate.

Born in Hackensack, he had been
deeply involved in politics since his
youth serving as State chairman of the
New Jersey Teenage Republicans and
going door-to-door as a 13-year-old in
1964 in suburban Chicago, where his
family was then living, for Charles H.
Percy’s campaign for Governor.

Mr. Franks was graduated from
DePauw University in Indiana in 1973.
And after receiving a law degree from
Southern Methodist University in Dal-
las, he directed campaigns for Gov-
ernor and Congress in New Jersey be-
fore being elected as a State assembly-
man in 1979, representing Union Coun-
ty for 13 years.

Congressman Bob Franks served
twice as Republican State committee
chairman and helped bring the Repub-
lican Party to veto-proof majorities in
both Houses of our State legislature.

Elected to Congress in November
1992, Bob Franks was a fiscal conserv-
ative who served on the House Trans-
portation Committee and was known
as a tireless advocate for New Jersey’s
transportation sector. In the fall of
1994, Bob helped bring Republicans into
the majority by championing congres-
sional reform measures.

But while Bob Franks relished the
game of politics, he was also respected
for his willingness to work with the op-
posing party. Former New Jersey Gov-
ernor Tom Kean said, ‘“‘He loved the
sport of politics, but he also thought
politics was there for better govern-
ment.”’
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Bob was pragmatic, but he stood on
principle. I think that State Senator
Kevin O’Toole may have said it best
when he said of Bob Franks that he
‘“‘combined being a policy wonk and a
politician, that resulted in one incred-
ibly well-armed and extraordinarily ef-
fective elected official.”

Bob lost a close United States Senate
race in 2000 but won the hearts of all
Jerseyans with the tenacity of his cam-
paign. He was serving as president of
the Health Care Institute of New Jer-
sey at the time of his death, and he was
a relentless and compassionate cham-
pion for New Jersey’s health care in-
dustry and the patients it served.

Bob was a good friend to me, a trust-
ed colleague, and a mentor. He dedi-
cated his entire public life to making
New Jersey a better place for all of its
residents. His work ethic, his values,
his relentless optimism, and his
unshakable good humor will be greatly
missed by all of us who knew him. And
he stands as a shining example of pub-
lic service not only in the State of New
Jersey my colleagues and I represent,
but across the United States.

As we mourn his loss, we celebrate
his great life; and to his beloved wife,
Fran, and their beautiful daughters we
extend our deepest sympathy. A per-
son, really, who furthered the Amer-
ican tradition of public service and cer-
tainly known and loved by the resi-
dents of New Jersey.

Thank you, Congressman.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank
my friend for his very powerful testi-
monial to our late colleague.

Mr. Speaker, for Bob’s surviving wife,
Fran and their three daughters, Kelly,
Sara, and Abigail, his mother, June;
and sister, Judy; and the rest of the
family, this is a tragic season of excru-
ciating loss and bereavement. While
Bob Franks was a politician’s politi-
cian in the best sense of that concept,
he was husband, father, son, and broth-
er first. Nothing compared to his love
for and devotion to his family.

For everyone who has ever had the
privilege of knowing him and calling
him ‘‘friend,”” Bob epitomized noble
public service. He was honest, hard-
working, extraordinarily effective, and
absolutely determined to make a posi-
tive difference for his constituents, the
State, and the Nation. An indomitable
optimist, Bob was ever gracious and
stubbornly kind to all, even with those
with whom he disagreed. He treated all
with respect, civility, and empathy.

I know my colleagues on the floor
today will attest to the fact that Bob
Franks was enthusiastic almost to a
fault and always greeted you with a
great big smile, firm handshake, and
warm greeting—a reflection of his
great big heart. You usually left any
conversation with Bob, well, smiling.

Bob Franks devoted 21 years of his
life to elected public service—13 years
in the New Jersey Assembly, 8 years as
a Member of Congress, and he served 4
years as State GOP chairman. In both
Trenton and Washington, Bob was a
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consistent, powerful voice for a limited
government and reduced taxes.

In the assembly, he was elected twice
by his peers to serve as conference
leader. Among his notable achieve-
ments, he wrote the State law creating
the transportation trust fund.

In Congress, he served with distinc-
tion as chairman of the Economic De-
velopment, Public Buildings, Haz-
ardous Materials, and Pipeline Trans-
portation Subcommittee.

A master strategist, Bob pushed hard
to expand the economy, create jobs in
the private sector, pass tax cuts, enact
welfare reform, and ensure that our
military was second to none.

As cochair of the Missing and Ex-
ploited Children Caucus, Bob helped
win passage of legislation to protect
our children from Internet predators
and impose life imprisonment for per-
sons convicted of killing a child. A true
friend of law enforcement, Bob took
the lead in 1998 and won passage of a
congressional resolution demanding
the Clinton administration undertake
the extradition of cop killer Joanne
Chesimard, a fugitive who fled to Cuba
after being convicted of murdering New
Jersey State Trooper Werner Foerster
in May of 1973.

Bob helped create the bipartisan
Northeast-Midwest Congressional Coa-
lition to maximize both regions’ polit-
ical clout in Congress and played the
leading role in promoting fair elec-
trical power policy in New Jersey.

As my colleague, LEONARD, noted a
moment ago, he ran for the United
States Senate. He lost. He ran for Gov-
ernor, and he lost that, too. But you
would never know that from talking to
Bob. He was always upbeat and very
positive.

After leaving the Hill, Bob served as
the president of the Health Care Insti-
tute of New Jersey, a trade association
for the research-based pharmaceutical
and medical technology industry in the
State of New Jersey.

Mr. Speaker, at the Basilica of the
Sacred Heart in Newark, New Jersey,
on Saturday, Governor Chris Christie
was joined in moving remembrance by
several former Governors, including
Governor Jon Corzine, Christie Todd
Whitman, and Tom Kean, as well as the
three godfathers to Bob and Fran’s
kids, Roger Bodman, Alfred Fasola,
and Congressman John Kasich.

Governor Chris Christie spoke elo-
quently at the memorial service and
told those assembled, ‘‘Bob Franks’ life
was grand and glorious. As Fran and
his daughters know better than any-
one, what Bob cared first and foremost
about, despite all of the passions in his
life, was family . . . no matter whether
we were talking about politics or busi-
ness, because it was something he
knew full well: the demands of a public
life, the demands of a private life, and
the rewards of paying attention to
both.”

Governor Christie went on to say,
“Bob Franks was enthusiastic in every-
thing I saw him do. Whether it was
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rooting for the Indianapolis Colts—
something that I still do not fully un-
derstand from a guy from New Jersey—
whether it was some of the deepest and
most significant policy issues that
have faced our country for over the
last 25 years, or whether it was coun-
seling and encouraging even the small-
est of potential leaders for our State.”
Always that enthusiastic Bob Franks.

The Governor went on to say, ‘“The
loss that each of us feel from Bob’s
death is significant in the life of our
State, significant in the life of our
country, because he served so ably and
so well . . . In the end, I think, that’s
what we all hope for out of our public
officials: that they care deeply, that
they think deeply, that they act pas-
sionately with the ability to inspire.
He checked all the boxes.”

Governor Corzine said, in brief part,
that this was a ‘‘celebration of a great
life, a good man, a very good man,
someone that all of us, as you have
heard, believed in, learned from, and
grew from.

“A man of credible character, convic-
tion, courage, but probably the most
defining thing that any of us can say
about Bob is he was a man who loved.
He 1loved politics, loved all of his
friends, the folks who are here, but
most of all, most notably he loved his
family.”

Governor Tom Kean said, ‘‘Politics
for Bob was an honorable profession
which meant responsibility and oppor-
tunity for achievement and very much
an exciting adventure. After all, what
is the use of living,” Governor Kean
went on to say, ‘‘if not to strive for
great causes and perhaps make this
muddled world of ours a little better
place. Bob did that. He cared about
that.”

“We are all better people for having
known Bob,” he went on. ‘I think of
him smiling. I think of his cheerful-
ness. I think of his enthusiasm, and
today,” Governor Kean concluded, ‘I
envy the angels.”

Governor Christie Todd Whitman
said, ‘““You know a lot of people who
are involved in the rough-and-tumble
of politics get characterized as either
being really good at the political side
of it, the background, the fierce fight-
ing, or they’re the policy wonks, that’s
what they care about. Bob was both. He
was a fierce, fierce partisan. He was a
Republican. He never made it personal,
because he always knew it was about
policy, about doing right by the people
of the State. And that’s what made
him such a special person.”

Our former Budget Committee chair-
man here in the House, John Kasich,
who was godfather to one of Bob and
Fran’s children, summed it up well
when he said, “‘Our friendship was
forged in the battles of trying to im-
prove America. That’s what it’s all
about. It was never about politics. It
was always about what we could do to
make the world a better place for our
children and their children . . . I don’t
think I've ever met a more insightful
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man than Bob Franks. He could look at
something that everybody else saw and
he would see it differently. He could
see twists in it. He could take advan-
tage of it and move the ball forward.

“How about his cutting-edge humor?
Always a little cutting-edge humor no
matter where you were. Sometimes
Bob was even good at gallows humor.
You know, when there was not even a
speck of light shining in the room, Bob
could make us all laugh. He’d remove
the pressure. He’d have a little quip,
and we’d all get the belly laugh going.
It would happen when there was no
humor in sight.”

And on loyalty, John said, ‘“You
know what the kids today say, 'You
got my back.” Well, Bob Franks had
your back. He didn’t care if you were a
Republican or a Democrat, a liberal or
a conservative. It didn’t mean any-
thing. When you were his friend, he had
your back.”

John Kasich concluded, ‘I would like
to call him a foxhole guy. And I meas-
ure people, ‘Are they a foxhole guy.’ In
other words, can I get into a foxhole
with this guy in the middle of the
worst battle you can imagine and know
not only would he not jump out of that
foxhole to run and preserve himself,
but he would jump outta that foxhole
and fight to help you. Oh, he was a
great foxhole guy,” he said.

John said, ‘‘In all of the years that
I’'ve known him, I've never heard him
say a bad thing about anybody,” and I
know Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN and others in
our delegation can back that up a hun-
dred percent. And finally Kasich said,
“There is no question he left the world
a better place.”

So, Mr. Speaker, there is no question
Bob Franks left New Jersey, he left the
Nation and the world a better place,
and we will deeply miss him.

I would like to yield to my good
friend and colleague, Mr. FRELING-
HUYSEN.
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I thank the
gentleman, the dean of the New Jersey
congressional delegation, for yielding
to me.

Mr. Speaker, last Saturday morning I
joined the New Jersey family at the
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart
in Newark as we honored the life of
former Congressman Bob Franks and
comforted his wife, Fran, and their
three young daughters.

As others did last Saturday, I rise in
tribute to my longtime friend and our
colleague, Bob Franks. New Jersey is a
better place to live, work and raise a
family, because for nearly his entire
adult life, Bob Franks selflessly served
our beloved State. It was a pleasure to
serve with him for many years in the
New Jersey State Assembly in Trenton
and then in this very Chamber in the
House of Representatives.

From those shared experiences, and
there were many, I know the people in
New Jersey have lost an energetic and
intelligent advocate, and I have lost a
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dear and trusted friend. It’s a tragic
fact of life that many of us in New Jer-
sey have spent a great deal of time of
late talking about Bob Franks these
past few days. I am struck that in
those conversations certain common
themes recur.

Bob Franks was authentic. He was
patriotic. He was keen. Bob Franks was
always optimistic. He was astute in
every way. He was humorous. He was
honorable, a true son of New Jersey.

Bob Franks always built others up,
mentored to young people, always en-
couraging them to enter public service.

Bob Franks was trusted and never
would break his word. He was always
warm and sincere. He absolutely loved
politics. And even in this rough and
tumble world he always had a good
word for men and women in the polit-
ical arena, whether they were Repub-
licans or Democrats or none of the
above.

Bob Franks was tireless with unbri-
dled enthusiasm. You were lucky to be
on his team or on his side, that broad
trademark smile, a good and decent
man, irrepressible, full of life and love
for his family, first and foremost.
That’s why we all were shocked 12 days
ago when the news came that God had
called him home at such a young age.

Mr. Speaker, Bob Franks loved public
service. He loved the New Jersey As-
sembly and his service in Congress. He
loved his family, our Nation, New Jer-
sey and his constituents in that order,
and he loved all these things with a
passion that exceeded the most ener-
getic enthusiasts.

I will never forget his work ethic, his
valuable service, and his enduring
friendship. We have lost a great man
who stood for principles and who lived
a life in which we could all learn.

May the tributes and prayers of so
many of our colleagues here today be a
source of strength with wife Fran and
their daughters, Kelly, Sara and Abi-
gail. Our hearts break, along with
theirs, but our memories will always
remain bright.

And when we recall that trademark
smile, we will all remember this favor-
ite son of New Jersey, Bobby Franks.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. I thank
my good friend for his very eloquent
statement, and we will all miss Bobby
Franks.

Remarks from current and present elected
officials who spoke at the April 17, 2010 me-
morial service for former U.S. Congressman
and former N.J. Assemblyman Bob Franks,
who died April 9, 2010. The service took place
at the Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart
in Newark NJ.:

NEW JERSEY GOV. CHRIS CHRISTIE

Bob Franks’ life was grand and glorious as
Fran and his daughters know better than
anyone, what Bob cared first and foremost
about despite all of the passions in his life
was family.

This summer as I had many discussion
with Bob about lots of different topics he
would always end each of those conversa-
tions we had whether it was in person or over
the telephone, by asking me, in fact implor-
ing me, ‘You’re spending time with Mary
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Pat, right?’ have you gone to some of the
kids baseball games?’ It was the way he
ended each and everyone of those conversa-
tions, no matter whether we were talking
about politics or business because it was
something he knew full well: the demands of
a public life, the demands of a private life,
and the rewards of paying attention to both.

Bob Franks’ smile is the thing I will re-
member most, about him. When he saw you
his face immediately lit up, and in turn he
lit up the room. His enthusiasm was men-
tioned just before. And he was enthusiastic
in everything I saw him do. Whether it was
rooting for the Indianapolis Colts—some-
thing that still do not fully understand, from
a guy from NJ—whether it was some of the
deepest and most significant policy issues
that have faced our country over the last 25
years, or whether it was counseling and en-
couraging even the smallest of potential
leaders for our state, I speak about that last
part from personal experience. I met Bob
Franks in July of 1995 I was a first-term
Freeholder who had just run for the General
Assembly, and had come in sixth out of six.
And in the aftermath of that primary, I re-
ceived a call from Congressman Franks’ of-
fice. And the person on the staff said, ‘The
Congressman would like to know if you’d
like to come by his district office Friday for
lunch. He’d like to speak to you.’

And I immediately said yes, of course. I
thought to myself ‘It must be losers’ week at
Bob Franks’ office. And I went there that
day to have lunch with Bob Franks. I had no
idea what the agenda was and I had no idea
why I was going there. For an hour and 45
minutes Bob Franks sat with me to dissect
why I had lost the race, why I had done so
poorly, what I wanted to do with my future
and how he thought was the best way to get
there. I want to emphasis with you: I had
never met him. He saw something in me in
that campaign that obviously no one who
voted did. And he implored me at the end of
the meeting to not give up, not give up on a
public life. He encouraged me to continue to
fight. It will be the enduring gift that Bob
Franks gave to me. And if you look around
this cathedral today, there are literally hun-
dreds of people who can say exactly the same
thing. It’s just a different date and a dif-
ferent time and a different challenge that
was before them in that stage of their life.
And it was Bob Franks who patted them on
the back. It was Bob Franks who got in their
face and told them not to quit. It was Bob
Franks who by his example showed them
that in fact anything was possible if you
were willing to work hard enough, listen
enough, and care deeply enough about mak-
ing your community a better place.

The loss that each of us will feel from
Bob’s death is significant—significant in the
life of our state, significant in the life of our
country, because he served so ably and so
well because of that enthusiasm, that fire
and that ability to inspire others. In the end,
I think, that’s what we all hope for out of
our public officials: that they care deeply,
that they think deeply, that they act pas-
sionately with the ability to inspire. He
checked all the boxes. And the loss we feel is
miniscule compared to the loss that his fam-
ily feels. Because for all that he did for us,
he was much, much more for them. This
summer, the last time I met with Bob before
I became governor, he said to me as I was
leaving the meeting, ‘Don’t worry about
what happens—whether you win or you lose.
Winning would be great, but even if you lose,
I can tell you from personal experience. Life
will get better.” He told me ‘I have felt that
the last couple of years out of public life, be-
cause it has allowed me to get even closer to
Fran and to the girls. And so Bob provided
hope from either end of the spectrum for
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whatever was going to happen to you and
your life. I know that the legacy he leaves is
sitting here in this cathedral this morning
and the circles that go out from here, be-
cause Bob Franks did what every leader as-
pires to do: and this is to inspire others.

He has certainly inspired me. God bless
you, Fran and the girls. And God Bless Bob
for a life well spent.

FORMER GOV. JON CORZINE

I feel like a little loner up here. I'm not
just sure how I identify, but I am thrilled to
be here.

Fran, I could not be more privileged or
honored, to stand and say some words in
celebration of a great life, of a good man, a
very good man, someone that all of us, as
you have heard, believed in, learned from,
grew from.

A man of credible character, conviction,
courage, but probably the most defining
thing that I think any of us can say about
Bob is that he is a man who loved. He loved
politics, loved all of his friends, the folks
who are here, but most of all, most notably
he loved his family. Fran, Sara, Abby and
Kelly—a remarkable, remarkable testimony
to his humanity and care. There was no pure,
nor more poignant view of love than to have
a conversation with Bob about his wife and
his daughters.

Others have spoken about that smile, but
the thought and site of those girls, all those
girls brought a joy and a light that I don’t
think I've seen in the passions that I've seen
in other people anytime in life. You know,
I'm probably like a lot of you. I have more
pictures of Bob Franks’ girls than I have of
my own grandkids, because you couldn’t
have a meeting, a breakfast, a beer or any-
thing else with Bob where he didn’t share a
picture and a posting on how the girls were
doing. It meant so much to him. A special
part of when you had that posting was that
smile that was there as he talked about it. It
was always, always there. Everybody else
has said it. It was the most winning smile
anyone could imagine. And almost never saw
him not smile, except for a couple of occa-
sions. Anytime the Giants were playing the
Colts he had his game face on. I'm like Gov.
Christie; I don’t know where in the heck he
got that view from, but that’s the way it is.

And then there were the days when we
were running against each other for the
United States Senate.

It wasn’t always smiles. Neither of us were
smiling while the ads were running. In fact,
I remember sitting on stage one night down
at Rider College, I think it was, before a de-
bate, we were getting mic-ed up. And he did
smile, and we laughed, and we teased each
other about the theater and maybe even a
little bit about the B.S. that comes as you go
through that process. And then he proceeded
over the next 90 minutes to absolutely take
me apart on healthcare, early childhood edu-
cation and anything else, and the only time
I saw him smile was when he dubbed me ‘Mr.
Universal’ in that night. Some of you re-
member that. It stuck, and I definitely re-
member him smiling at me that night. I ac-
tually was frowning.

Anyone who followed Bob’s career knew
that once he found a winning argument, he
knew how to stick with it. I must have heard
that phrase, ‘Mr. Universal’ a million times
over the next six weeks. Message, message,
message. When it came to politics, Bob knew
it as well or better than anyone. And he
demonstrated a remarkable talent in that
campaign, because he took $6 million and
made it something that was worth a lot
more. And he showed what a pro could do.

There was also something about that cam-
paign that he and I actually grew to respect
each other. You heard Congressman Kasich
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say that mutual respect is an important in-
gredient in our public life. Bob really be-
lieved that two people could be of prin-
ciples—sometimes of different views but
principled—but they didn’t have to be dis-
agreeable, as we often hear.

And after that campaign and over the
years, we grew into an easy friendship based
on that perspective, developed over time. We
are occasional parishioners at Chuck’s
church, we were commiseraters over break-
fast or over a beer. I did a lot with him as we
supported the NJ National Guard. He did so
much to support our troops that were in
Iraq. And he fought for the things he be-
lieved in in political life in a lot of ways, but
most of all even for a Democrat he became
one of those people who offered guidance, of-
fered perspective, offered counsel. He was
true to the words that he would be a friend.
Of course we had to sneak him in and out of
Drumthwacket, and then we had to meet in
the wine cellar for breakfast in Summit,
Grand Summit Hotel. I was never sure whose
reputation we were defending, his or mine.

And then there were those moments at
Christ’s Church when we both showed up at
the same time. Bob and his family on the
right side. Of course, I was on the left side.
We both fell into a pattern of rolling our
eyes when Chuck would tell some miserable
jokes about politics, which was all too fre-
quent.

It was almost a paradox because Bob was
such a wonderful human being. You always
wonder sometimes why he was in politics.
People always trump politics in his life. He
was a happy warrior. He had a passion for
service and a strong sense of responsibility
for community. But most importantly, as
you heard others say, he loved his family. I
know this is an unspeakable time for the
Franks family, for Fran and the girls. There
is nothing fair or right about losing Bob.

I was reminded of a Winston Churchill
phrase upon hearing of the death of Harry
Hopkins. He said ‘‘a strong, bright fierce
flame has burned out of a frail body.”
Churchill was making clear we should never
confuse the body and the soul. The strong,
bright, fierce flame of Bob’s soul lives in
those three beautiful, beautiful girls, Abby,
Sara and Kelly. His generosity and spirit, his
love of people and life, his sense of purpose,
justice, and oh, that smile, always that
smile, will be with his girls, always. And
with all of us as well.

God bless Bob, his family and thank you
for the life he has lived.

GOV. CHRISTIE TODD WHITMAN

Fran, Kelly, Sara, Abby, I hope you get a
chance at some point to stand up and just
absorb this room.

Everyone here is a friend, or an admirer, a
support of someone Bob mentored. They are
here out of love. They are here out of love
for Bob and what he stood for, and here for
you, for the family. You know a lot of people
who are involved in the rough-and-tumble of
politics get characterized as either being
really good at the political side of it, the
background, the fierce fighting, or they’re
the policy wonks, that’s what they care
about. Bob was both. He was a fierce, fierce
partisan. He was a Republican. He never
made it personal, because he always knew it
was about policy, about doing right by the
people of the state. And that’s what made
him such a special person.

He was a true gentleman, in every sense of
the word. He honored the profession. He
loved it. He had that smile. He lit up a room.
But because he really cared. There was noth-
ing fake about it. He wasn’t putting it on. He
loved and cared about everything. Of course
we know he loved and cared most about his
family. I can remember, Kelly, how many
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times did we get together at events. Your fa-
ther and I would be talking about strategy
or something and then all of the sudden your
mom and you would walk into the room and
then that was it. Forget the rest of it. It was
his girls, the people he cared about the most.
It was always first and foremost. But it was
because he cared about all of it, all of us,
what he was doing.

His legacy, the people he mentored, all of
that is important. We are remembering it
here today and people care about it. But his
real legacy is his family. And while each of
you might not be able to turn around and see
him sitting next to you with that sparkle in
his eyes, he’s there. He’s in your hearts, he’s
the angels on your shoulder. He will always
be there with you and for you. And he set an
example, that is unmatched, and you are
very very lucky to have had him. We are all
very lucky to have had him, but though for
all too short a period. It just reminds us all
to take those special people and special mo-
ments and bring them close to our heart and
never let that flame die. You know, Bob’s
flame is going to live on forever.

Thank you for letting me be part of today.

GOVERNOR TOM KEAN

This has been quite a week. I have not been
to an event all week long, of any kind, where
Bob hasn’t been mentioned. Where there
hasn’t been some remarks, where there
hasn’t been some longing, been some discus-
sion, public and private. And now to cul-
minate in this.

I think I counted seven former governors
here today. I see our two United States Sen-
ators, I see the Congressional delegation. I
see the legislature out there members of
county government, and all of you who Bob
touched in some way or another. But Fran,
for you and your girls, June, for that re-
markable young man that you brought up,
we are here today. We come to pound on
your heart with love.

I remember that first time that I met Bob.
There were two of us running, myself, a fel-
low called Phil Cottonbacker, and we’re both
in our early thirties. And in some ways we
really didn’t know what we were doing, but
we were doing our best, knocking on doors,
trying to meet people. And then one day,
Bob came, out of Summit High School. And
I remember because that’s the first time I
saw that smile we’re all talking about.
That’s when I saw the cheerfulness. That’s
when I saw the optimism. He already knew
as much about politics as I did, maybe more.
I learned something else about Bob. Bob was
a pied piper, because first Bob came to vol-
unteer, then he brought a friend, then he
brought two friends, then three and four
friends. Soon we had 10 people from Bob’s
class, knocking on doors, going to super-
markets, passing out literature, pressing en-
velopes, whatever we needed, because Bob
made it fun. Bob made it fun for other peo-
ple. Bob was sometimes, I think, you know,
meeting Bob was like opening a bottle of fine
champagne. Everything, everything was
good at that point.

Well, we won that election and Bob and I
stayed in touch. And it came a number of
years later—I'm going to talk about three
basic incidents in my life Bob touched. I was
trying to decide whether to run for governor.
I’d lost once already in a primary. My family
was not terribly enthusiastic about the pros-
pect. I knew there were other strong can-
didates in the field. I knew that one of them
had much more money then we would ever be
able to spend. I knew that another one had
much more party support than I would ever
get. And so the serious question was whether
to take this one on. Well it wasn’t a serious
question to Bob. Not at all. Bob was on the
phone. Bob was there in person. Bob was run-
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ning around the state. Bob was doing what-
ever it took, and he would never let me for
a minute even consider the possibility, that
I wasn’t going to run. He basically beat on
my door until I finally declared. And once I
declared, the campaign was basically run out
of Bob’s car for a while. I mean he became
my first campaign manager. People would
call me from different parts of the state who
I'd never heard of, saying ‘You know, I'd like
to support you for governor.” I'd say ‘That’s
wonderful. You like my ideas?’ They’d say
‘No, I like Bob Franks.’

And, of course, Bob brought a number of
assets, because not only did he bring that
wonderful enthusiasm and excitement and
all of that, he brought Al Fasola and Roger
Bodman. And once you had Al Fasola, and
Roger Bodman and Bob Franks, it didn’t
matter who had the money, it didn’t matter
who had the political support—I think we
ended up with four county chairmen out of
21. It didn’t matter. You were going to win,
because you had the best. And Bob was such
an important part of that and our whole
campaign with that enthusiasm. He got peo-
ple in the legislature to defy their own coun-
ty organizations and their own county par-
ties and come out and endorse me, and those
of you in politics know how tough that is for
anybody to do. He was a remarkable. And I'll
say it here: I don’t know if I would have run
or not, but I certainly would not have been
elected if it were not for the efforts of Bob
Franks.

When I got there, there were a lot of prob-
lems. We were in a debt point, in a recession
as we are now. We had a billion dollar def-
icit, had a legislature of the other party,
both houses, and it was difficult. It was very,
very difficult. But there in my office, would
be Bob. And Bob would come it, with that
smile, that cheerfulness and that optimism,
showing me how we could do it, how we
could get something done. He would bring in
not only Republicans but Democrats. He
would tell me ‘Have you talked to this as-
semblyman, or that senator? You know he’s
the other party, but he’s really a good per-
son, and you can talk to them about issues.’
And we did that.

We put together some of those coalitions.
But always, always in the background was
Bob, who cared so much, who wanted to see
it done right, who did it himself, always the
right way. You know he was always positive.
He was never down. He loved his colleagues
in both his parties. He could be partisan, but
never negative, never nasty in any way at
all. He cared so much. The bottom line I
think, that not only did he love politics, but
he cared so much about people. He loved
them: individuals, peoples who touched his
life and he came back and touched theirs in
a very, very important way.

Politics for Bob was an honorable profes-
sion which meant responsibility and oppor-
tunity for achievement and very much an ex-
citing adventure. After all, what is the use of
living, if not to strive for great causes and
perhaps make this muddled world of ours a
little better place. Bob did that. He cared
about that.

The Reverend mentioned St. Paul, when he
was in that prison. He wrote something else.
He wrote to his best friend, he wrote a note.
He wrote to Timothy. He wrote these letters,
these words, I think most of you know, to
Timothy. He said:

‘T have fought the good fight. I have fin-
ished my course. I have kept the faith.’

Bob could have spoken those words. Fran,
you and the girls ought to be so proud, June
you ought to be so very proud. We are all
better people for having known Bob. I think
of him smiling, I think of his cheerfulness, I
think of his enthusiasm, and today, I envy
the angels.
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FORMER CONGRESSMAN JOHN KASICH

Look around. It’s amazing today, isn’t it?
You know, on the wall of Bob’s house is a
poster of Bobby Kennedy who would be sur-
prised? He was a man of great passion, just
like Bob. I remember as a young man, one
young girl holding a sign as Bobby Kennedy
passed by, and the sign said: ‘‘Bring Us To-
gether.”” Bob Franks has brought us to-
gether, hasn’t he? And not just the people at
the top. He’s brought so many of his young
protégeés here today who have grown from
young into almost middle-aged men. Bob was
a truly remarkable man and our friendship
was forged in the battles of trying to im-
prove America. That’s what it was all about.
It was never about the politics. It was always
about what we could do to make the world a
little better place for our children and their
children.

Last week I sat down with some of the peo-
ple who were on this team. We went through
thick and thin, through government shut-
downs, and criticisms and blowups and
yelling and all wonderful debate that some-
times accompanies politics when it isn’t per-
sonal. It’s part of life, it’s part of what
makes this republic special. And we listed a
couple of things that we wanted to think
about Bob, and I wanted to tell you about
Bob.

First of all, insightful. I don’t think I ever
met a more insightful man than Bob Franks.
He could look at something that everybody
else saw and he would always see it dif-
ferently. He could see the twist in it. He
could take advantage of it to move the ball
downfield. How about his cutting-edge
humor? Always a little cutting-edge humor
no matter where you were. Sometimes Bob
was even good at gallows humor. You know
when there was not even a speck of light
shining in the room, Bob could make us all
laugh. He’d remove the pressure. He’d have
the little quip, and we’d all get the belly
laugh going. It would happen when there was
no humor in sight.

Loyalty. You know Kkids today say ‘You
got my back?’ Bob Franks had your back. He
didn’t care if you were a Republican or a
Democrat, a liberal or a conservative. It
didn’t mean anything. When You were his
friend, he had your back. And he exemplified
exactly what we mean by that term.

Friendly. Well he’s known for that smile.
Some said earlier, he walked into a room and
1lit it up. And that was exactly right, because
he had that 100 megawatt smile that sort of
transmitted a sense of strength. He had a
sense that things are going to be OK, things
are going to be good. Things can be really
great.

Bob never attacked anybody else. In all the
yvears I knew him I never heard him say a
bad thing about anybody. He was smart. And
what made him so smart is that he under-
stood that the key to life was not the divi-
sions that exist between people, but the
friendships that potentially could be devel-
oped. And he was a smart of a guy as I ever
met and he transferred on to these three an-
gels down here [gestures to Franks’ daugh-
ters] because they’re as smart as can be.

Great strategist? Didn’t want to be up
against him, did you? Nobody wanted to be
up against Bob when he got into strategy,
and frankly, think about what a great gen-
eral he would have been in the military. He
could have sat in that tent and figured how
to take advantage of every opportunity. And
that’s exactly what he did working with me
to do something that hadn’t been done in
about 40 years.

Oh, he loved his family. Gov. Christie’s
right. My conversations were always ‘Mr.
Chairman, how’s the family. How’s the girls’.
I'd said ‘Chairman, how’s your family?’ It al-
ways started that way. Kinda always ended
that way.
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God, did he love his friends. Roger
Bodman, Al Fasola. Oh, and Laura. Ah, he
just loved you to pieces. And of course he so
loved his family, and so loved Fran and those
sweet girls. Saw Kelly yesterday, that she
gave me a big hug. And through the gate,
they were in the back yard, I got a chance to
see Sara and Abbey really for the first time.
Little angels, and a tribute to Fran and to
Bob.

Of course he loved his Colts. Governor, I
could never figure it our either. I mean that
Colt thing was just unbelievable.

He could give you bad news, couldn’t he
governor? He could give you bad news but in
such a way that you could accept it. He gave
more bad news more of the time than I can
even believe! But I heard it, and I accepted it
because he had that special something. When
he gave you a little bad news, you knew that
he had your back. You knew that he was
right with you.

You could never be mad at Bob Franks.
That was impossible. No matter what he did
to you, you loved him. You never go upset
with him. I guess it was always because you
knew he had your back.

What a listener Bob was. You know, it was
one of the things that many of us have to do
better. Bob could reply and understand be-
cause he listened. He listened intently to
anything you had to say.

I liked to call him a foxhole guy. And I
measure people ‘Are they a foxhole guy.’ In
other words can I get into a foxhole with this
guy in the middle of the worst battle you can
imagine and know not only would he not
jump out of that foxhole to run and preserve
himself, but he would jump out of that fox-
hole and fight to help you. Oh, he was a great
foxhole guy.

Friendship. Today in the age of a media
culture, fleeting, situational, conditional,
tattered—not with Bob. His friendship had
nothing to do with situations and conditions,
he would be friend to you through thick and
thin. And frankly when we think about it we
can learn so much about what character and
principle and tenacity is when we study the
life of Bob Franks.

There is no question he left the world a
better place. Earlier today in the private
ceremony, I wish you all could have heard
the testimonies to Bob. And under all of
them was a deep and abiding love and a sense
that he made everybody better because he
believed in them. He made this world a much
better place. He inspires us. And I was in-
spired this morning listening to the testi-
mony of his dearest friends and family and
the young people that he raised. They’re
going to leave their mark on the world and
they’re leaving it right now as one of the top
aides to the governor of the State of New
Jersey. Yeah, I'm going to miss Bob. I'm
going to miss those calls. But you know I'm
going to remember this day, the testimonies
this morning, and this crowd, which is all
about how great his life was and about how
many lives he impacted and affected in a
real way.

You know, Reverend, the Lord gives us a
big promise. I've never known the Lord, as
I've studied it, to break his promises. Fran,
he promises in the next life, no more tears,
no more heartache, no more broken relation-
ships, no more war, no more death, and only
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happiness and fulfillment to be put under the
wings of the Lord.

I believe it. That’s where Bob’s today. God,
Bless you Bob. We love you, we miss you.
We’ll see you soon.

————

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the subject of my special
order today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

——————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas
(at the request of Mr. HOYER) for today
until 4 p.m.

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DEUTCH) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. HOYER, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. SKELTON, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. DEUTCH, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Ms. BERKLEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. ENGEL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. KLEIN of Florida, for 5 minutes,

today.

Mr. ISRAEL, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey, for 5
minutes, today.

Mr. WEINER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts, for 5
minutes, today.

Ms. SCHWARTZ, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. ScHIFF, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California,
for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BRIGHT, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. MARSHALL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GARAMENDI, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. QUIGLEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. CHU, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. SMITH of Washington, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.
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Ms. KAPTUR, for 56 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BARTLETT) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. POE of Texas, for 5 minutes, April
28.

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, April 28.

Mr. WESTMORELAND, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes,
April 28.

Mr. FORBES, for 5 minutes, April 22.

Mr. BARTLETT, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Member (at his own
request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. ETHERIDGE, for 5 minutes, today.

————

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

Mr. FILNER, and to include therein
extraneous material, notwithstanding
the fact that it exceeds two pages of
the RECORD and is estimated by the
Public Printer to cost $2,533.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title, which was thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 4360. An act to designate the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs blind rehabilitation
center in Long Beach, California, as the
“Major Charles Robert Soltes, Jr., O.D. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Blind Rehabili-
tation Center’.

—————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 34 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, April 22, 2010, at 10
a.m.

———

BUDGETARY EFFECTS OF PAYGO
LEGISLATION

Pursuant to Public Law 111-139, Mr.
SPRATT hereby submits, prior to the
vote on passage, the attached estimate
of the costs of the House amendment to
S. 1963, the Caregivers and Veterans
Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010,
for printing in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.

ESTIMATE OF THE STATUTORY PAY-AS-YOU-GO EFFECTS FOR THE AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE TO S. 1963

[By fiscal year, in millions of dollars]

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

2015

2010-
2015

2010—

2016 2020

2017 2018 2019 2020

NET INCREASE OR DECREASE (—) IN THE DEFICIT
0 0 0 0 0

Statutory Pay-As-You-Go Impact

Source: Congressional Budget Office.
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

7112. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Department of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s Annual Report for FY 2009 re-
garding the training, and its associated ex-
penses, of U.S. Special Operations Forces
(SOF) with friendly foreign forces, pursuant
to 10 U.S.C. 2011; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

7113. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Financial Institutions Examination Council,
transmitting the Council’s Annual Report
for 2009; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

7114. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Housing Finance Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule — Federal Home
Loan Bank Directors’ Eligibility, Elections,
Compensation and Expenses (RIN: 2590-AA03,
2590-AA31, and 2590-AA34) received April 8,
2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

7115. A letter from the Acting Director,
Pension Benefit Guaranty Coporation, trans-
mitting the Corporation’s final rule — Allo-
cation of Assets in Single-Employer Plans;
Benefits Payable in Terminated Single-Em-
ployer Plans; Interest Assumptions for Val-
uing and Paying Benefits received April 8,
2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Education and Labor.

7116. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting renewal of the December 28, 2009 de-
termination of a public health emergency ex-
isting nationwide involving Swine Influenza
A (now called 2009 — HIN1 flu), pursuant to
42 U.S.C. 247d(a) Public Law 107-188, section
144(a); to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

T117. A letter from the Program Analyst,
Department of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Federal Motor
Vehicle Safety Standards; Side Impact Pro-
tection; Fuel System Integrity; Electric-
Powered Vehicles: Electrolyte Spillage and
Electrical Shock Protection [Docket No.:
NHTSA-2010-0032] (RIN: 2127-AK48) received
March 25, 2010, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

T7118. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Export Administration, Department of
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Revisions to the Export Admin-
istration Regulations to Enhance U.S. Home-
land Security: Addition of Three Export Con-
trol Classification Numbers (ECCNs) and Li-
cense Review Policy [Docket No.: 0906041008-
91452-01] (RIN: 0694-AE64) received March 23,
2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

7119. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting draft leg-
islation to provide for the issuance of coins
to commemorate the 100th anniversary of
the National Park Service; to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.

7120. A letter from the Associate Attorney
General, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting the Department’s 2009 annual report on
certain activities pertaining to the Freedom
of Information Act, as amended; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

7121. A letter from the Director, EEO and
Diversity Programs, National Archives and
Records Administration, transmitting a copy
of the Administration’s Fiscal Year 2009 No-
tification and Federal Employee Anti-Dis-
crimination and Retaliation (No FEAR) Act
Annual Report; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.
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7122. A letter from the Chairman, Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s annual report for FY 2009 pre-
pared in accordance with the Notification
and Federal Employee Antidiscrimination
and Retaliation Act of 2002 (No FEAR Act),
Pub. L. 107-174; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

7123. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Director for Management and Administra-
tion and Designated Reporting Official, Of-
fice of National Drug Control Policy, trans-
mitting a report pursuant to the Federal Va-
cancies Reform Act of 1998; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

7124. A letter from the Chief Administra-
tive Officer, Patent and Trademark Office,
transmitting the Office’s annual report for
fiscal year 2009, in accordance with Section
203 of the Notification and Federal Employee
Antidiscrimination and Retaliation Act of
2002 (No FEAR Act), Public Law 107-174; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

7125. A letter from the Acting EEO Direc-
tor, Securities and Exchange Commission,
transmitting a report about the Commis-
sion’s activities in FY 2009 to ensure ac-
countability for antidiscrimination and
whistleblower laws related to employment;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

7126. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Estab-
lishment of Class D and E Airspace; Panama
City, FL [Docket No.: FAA-2009-0710; Air-
space Docket No. 09-AS0O-16] received March
25, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

7127. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment of Restricted Area R-2204 High
and R-2204 Low; Oliktok Point, AK [Docket
No.: FAA-2009-0693; Airspace Docket No. 09-
AAL-14] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received March 25,
2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

7128. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Estab-
lishment of Class E Airspace; West Bend, WI
[Docket No.: FAA-2009-1149; Airspace Docket
No. 09-AGL-33] received March 25, 2010, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

7129. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment of Class E Airspace;
Huntingburg, IN [Docket No.: FAA-2009-0736;
Airspace Docket No. 09-AGL-21] received
March 25, 2010, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

7130. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment of Class E Airspace; Rawlins,
WY [Docket No.: FAA-2009-0880; Airspace
Docket No. 09-ANM-14] received March 25,
2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

7131. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment of Class E Airspace; Cedar Rap-
ids, IA [Docket No.: FAA-2009-0916; Airspace
Docket No. 09-ACE-12] received March 25,
2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.
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7132. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Pratt & Whitney
JT8D-209, -217, -217C, and -219 Turbofan En-
gines [Docket No.: FAA-2009-0883; Direc-
torate Identifier 97-ANE-08; Amendment 39-
16237; AD 97-17-04R1] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re-
ceived March 25, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

7133. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment of Class E Airspace; Dumas, TX
[Docket No.: FAA-2009-1151; Airspace Docket
No. 09-ASW-30] received March 25, 2010, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

7134. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment of Class E Airspace; Gadsden,
AL [Docket No.:. FAA-2009-0955; Airspace
Docket No. 09-ASO0-28] received March 25,
2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

7135. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Dam-
age Tolerance Data for Repairs and Alter-
ations [Docket No.: FAA-2005-21693; Amend-
ment No. 26-4] (RIN: 2120-AI32) received
March 25, 2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

7136. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Airbus Model A300 B2-
1C, B2-203, B2K-3C, B4-103, B4-203, B4-2C Air-
planes; Model A310 Series Airplanes; and
Model A300 B4-601, B4-603, B4-605R, B4-620,
B4-622, and B4-622R Airplanes [Docket No.:
FAA-2009-0789; Directorate Identifier 2008-
NM-185-AD; Amendment 39-16228; AD 2010-06-
04] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received March 25, 2010,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

7T137. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment of Class E Airspace; Battle
Mountain, NV [Docket No.: FAA-2009-1057;
Airspace Docket No. 09-AWP-9] received
March 25, 2010, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

7138. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule —
Amendment of Class E Airspace; Gunnison,
CO [Docket No.: FAA-2009-0949; Airspace
Docket No. 09-ANM-12] received March 25,
2010, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

7139. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Airbus Model A300 B4-
2C, B4-103, and B4-203 Airplanes; and Model
A300 B4-601, B4-603, B4-620, B4-622, B4-605R,
and B4-622R Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-
2009-0993; Directorate Identifier 2009-NM-089-
AD; Amendment 39-16229; AD 2010-06-05] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received March 25, 2010, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

7140. A letter from the Paralegal Spe-
cialist, Department of Transportation, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Air-
worthiness Directives; Airbus Model A319,
A320, and A321 Series Airplanes [Docket No.:
FAA-2009-0649; Directorate Identifier 2008-
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NM-218-AD; Amendment 39-16225; AD 2010-06-
01] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received March 25, 2010,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

7141. A letter from the Assistant Chief
Counsel for Hazardous Materials Safety, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Hazardous Ma-
terials: Risk-Based Adjustment of Transpor-
tation Security Plan Requirements [Docket
No.: PHMSA-06-25885 (HM-232F)] (RIN: 2137-
AE22) received March 25, 2010, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California: Com-
mittee on Standards of Official Conduct. In
the Matter of Randy Vogel (Rept. 111-464).
Referred to the House Calendar.

——————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. OBERSTAR (for himself, Mr.
DINGELL, and Mr. EHLERS):

H.R. 5088. A bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act to reaffirm the
jurisdiction of the United States over waters
of the United States; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. RYAN of Ohio (for himself, Mr.
BOUCHER, and Ms. SUTTON):

H.R. 5089. A bill to amend the Public
Works and Economic Development Act of
1965 to modify the period used to calculate
certain unemployment rates, to encourage
the development of business incubators, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, and in
addition to the Committee on Financial
Services, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. POLIS (for himself, Mr. BER-
MAN, Ms. FUDGE, Mr. KAGEN, Ms. KIL-
PATRICK of Michigan, and Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY):

H.R. 5090. A bill to amend the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act to pro-
mote the health and well-being of school-
children in the United States through effec-
tive local wellness policies, technical assist-
ance, training, and support for healthy
school foods, nutrition promotion and edu-
cation, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on the Budget, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. COHEN (for himself, Mr.
GRIJALVA, Ms. NORTON, and Ms. JACK-
SON LEE of Texas):

H.R. 5091. A bill to authorize public aware-
ness campaigns to promote the persistent
quest for knowledge and increased education
among youth; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and Labor.

By Mr. GALLEGLY (for himself, Mr.
MORAN of Virginia, Mr. WHITFIELD,
Mr. FARR, Mr. CAMPBELL, Mr. BURTON
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of Indiana, Mr. GARY G. MILLER of
California, Mr. LEWIS of California,
Mr. MCKEON, Mr. LINDER, Mr.
BLUMENAUER, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona,
Mr. BROWN of South Carolina, Mr.
UPTON, Mr. FORBES, Mr. MILLER of
Florida, Mr. BARTLETT, Mr. WILSON
of South Carolina, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN,
Mr. BRADY of Texas, Mr. WOLF, Mr.
ROYCE, Ms. SUTTON, Mr. DELAHUNT,
Mr. CASTLE, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin,
Mr. HARE, Mr. COHEN, Mr. GERLACH,
Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California,
Mr. OLVER, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. HALL of
New York, Mr. FILNER, Mr. WEINER,
Ms. WATSON, Mr. DOYLE, Mr. SHER-
MAN, Mrs. DAVIS of California, Mrs.
CAPITO, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. KING of New
York, Mr. KUCINICH, Mr. LOBIONDO,
Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California,
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. ROTHMAN of
New Jersey, Mrs. BoNO MACK, Mr.
COBLE, Mr. SCHOCK, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr.
ISRAEL, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mrs.
EMERSON, Mr. HOLT, and Mr. SMITH of
Texas):

H.R. 5092. A bill to amend section 48 (relat-
ing to depiction of animal cruelty) of title 18,
United States Code, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. KOSMAS (for herself, Ms.
CORRINE BROWN of Florida, Mr. KLEIN
of Florida, Ms. CASTOR of Florida,
Ms. FUDGE, Ms. RICHARDSON, Mr. WIL-
SON of Ohio, Mr. ROTHMAN of New
Jersey, Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas,
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, and Ms. GIF-
FORDS):

H.R. 5093. A bill to authorize the Secretary
of Education to establish a program for dis-
placed aerospace professionals to become
certified elementary, secondary, or voca-
tional school teachers; to the Committee on
Education and Labor.

By Mr. LIPINSKI (for himself and Mr.
WOLF):

H.R. 5094. A bill to authorize the National
Science Foundation to carry out a pilot pro-
gram to award innovation inducement cash
prizes in areas of research funded by the Na-
tional Science Foundation; to the Com-
mittee on Science and Technology.

By Mr. PAULSEN (for himself, Mrs.
BACHMANN, Mr. DENT, Mr. GERLACH,
Mr. LANCE, Mr. MARCHANT, Mr. PRICE
of Georgia, Mr. BROWN of South Caro-
lina, Mr. ROYCE, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr.
CHAFFETZ, Mr. LATTA, Mr. BARTLETT,
Mr. GOODLATTE, Mr. PITTS, Mr. AKIN,
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr.
FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. CONAWAY, Mr.
MCcCLINTOCK, Mr. GINGREY of Georgia,
Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin, Mr. MAN-
ZULLO, Mr. PLATTS, Mr. UPTON, and
Mr. LEE of New York):

H.R. 5095. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the excise tax on
medical devices; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Mrs. DAVIS of California (for her-
self, Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland, and
Mr. HONDA):

H.R. 5096. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to au-
thorize the Secretary of Education to make
grants for recruiting, training, and retaining
individuals from underrepresented groups as
teachers at public elementary and secondary
schools, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Labor.

By Ms. MARKEY of Colorado:

H.R. 5097. A bill to amend title 23, United
States Code, to reduce the amount of funding
available to States that do not enact a law
prohibiting an individual from using a wire-
less communication device while operating a
motor vehicle in a school zone, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.
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By Mr. ELLISON:

H.R. 5098. A bill to delay the implementa-
tion of the licensing requirements under the
S.A.F.E. Mortgage Licensing Act of 2008; to
the Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts (for
himself, Mr. MARKEY of Massachu-
setts, Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts,
Mr. OLVER, Mr. DELAHUNT, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Mr. TIERNEY, Mr.
CAPUANO, Mr. LYNCH, and Ms. TSON-
GAS):

H.R. 5099. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
15 South Main Street in Sharon, Massachu-
setts, as the ‘‘Michael C. Rothberg Post Of-
fice’’; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

By Mr. GRIJALVA:

H.R. 5100. A bill to provide for the convey-
ance of certain Federal lands in Yuma Coun-
ty, Arizona; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

By Mr. HOLT (for himself, Mr. POLIS,
Mr. HINCHEY, and Mr. GEORGE MILLER
of California):

H.R. 5101. A bill to expand the science and
stewardship of America’s most important
wildlife corridors; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, and Agriculture, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts (for
himself, Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts,
Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. HIN-
CHEY, Mr. HODES, Mr. YARMUTH, Mr.
WELCH, and Ms. SUTTON):

H.R. 5102. A bill to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to establish an annual produc-
tion incentive fee with respect to Federal on-
shore and offshore lands that are subject to
a lease for production of oil or natural gas
under which production is not occurring, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 5103. A bill to authorize improvements
in the operation of the government of the
District of Columbia, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Natural Resources, and Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. POMEROY (for himself and Mr.
NUNES):

H.R. 5104. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow for the deduction
for domestic oil related production activities
of companies which are not major integrated
0il companies; to the Committee on Ways
and Means.

By Mr. ROGERS of Alabama (for him-
self, Ms. KILROY, Mr. KING of New
York, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi,
Mr. McCAUL, Ms. CLARKE, and Mr.
CARNEY):

H.R. 5105. A bill to establish a Chief Veteri-
nary Officer in the Department of Homeland
Security, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Agriculture, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. SPACE (for himself and Ms.
SHEA-PORTER):

H.R. 5106. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Defense to establish a commission on
urotrauma; to the Committee on Armed
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Services, and in addition to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Ms. NORTON (for herself, Mr.
MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida, Mr.
HOYER, Mr. WOLF, Mr. MORAN of Vir-
ginia, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland,
and Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia):

H. Con. Res. 263. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for
the District of Columbia Special Olympics
Law Enforcement Torch Run; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Ms. NORTON (for herself, Mr.
MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida, Mr.
HOYER, Mr. WOLF, Mr. MORAN of Vir-
ginia, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland,
and Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia):

H. Con. Res. 264. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for
the National Peace Officers’ Memorial Serv-
ice; to the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure.

By Mr. LAMBORN (for himself, Mr.
SMITH of Texas, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN,
Mr. MCCOTTER, Mr. GARRETT of New
Jersey, Mr. JONES, Mr. BURTON of In-
diana, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, Mr.

CHAFFETZ, Mr. LATTA, Mrs.
BACHMANN, Mr. PITTS, Mr. AKIN, Mr.
KINGSTON, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr.
CONAWAY, Mr. KING of Iowa, Mr.

MCCLINTOCK, Mr. GINGREY of Georgia,
Mr. BURGESS, Mr. MANZULLO, Mr.
MARCHANT, Mr. BROWN of South Caro-
lina, Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. JORDAN of
Ohio, Mr. PoOE of Texas, and Mr. BILI-
RAKIS):

H. Con. Res. 265. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Congress that the
United States should neither become a signa-
tory to the Rome Statute on the Inter-
national Criminal Court nor attend the Re-
view Conference of the Rome Statute in
Kampala, Uganda, commencing on May 31,
2010; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. BERKLEY (for herself, Mr. LIN-
COLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida, Mr.
CoNNOLLY of Virginia, and Mr.
GINGREY of Georgia):

H. Con. Res. 266. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that Taiwan
should be accorded observer status in the
International Civil Aviation Organization
(ICAO); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. FUDGE (for herself, Ms.
CORRINE BROWN of Florida, Mrs.
MALONEY, Mr. ScoTT of Georgia, Mr.
BIsHOP of Georgia, Mrs. NAPOLITANO,
Mr. ELLISON, Ms. LEE of California,
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms.
DELAURO, Ms. NORTON, Ms. RICHARD-
SON, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas, Mr. DAVIS of Alabama, Mr.
BUTTERFIELD, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr.
RUSH, Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Mr.
ScoTT of Virginia, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. CROWLEY, Ms. EDWARDS
of Maryland, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Georgia, Mrs. MCCARTHY of
New York, Mr. STARK, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. CASTLE, Mr. RYAN
of Ohio, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Ms.
KILROY, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. AL GREEN of
Texas, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mrs. DAVIS
of California, Mr. THOMPSON of Penn-
sylvania, Ms. PINGREE of Maine, Ms.
JACKSON LEE of Texas, Mr. DAVIS of
Illinois, Ms. CLARKE, Mr. CAO, Ms.
KILPATRICK of Michigan, Mr. COHEN,
Mr. KISSELL, Mrs. EMERSON, Mr. RAN-
GEL, Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. MOORE of Wis-
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consin, Ms. BORDALLO, Ms. CASTOR of
Florida, Ms. McCoLLUM, Mr. OLVER,
Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. YARMUTH, Mr.
SABLAN, Mr. MARKEY of Massachu-

setts, Ms. SUTTON, Mr. NADLER of
New York, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of
California, Mr. CUMMINGS, Mr.
FATTAH, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. ETHERIDGE, Mr.
SCHAUER, Mr. PERRIELLO, Mr.
RUPPERSBERGER, Mrs. CHRISTENSEN,

Mr. BAcA, Ms. WATSON, Mr. SCHIFF,
Mr. MELANCON, Mr. BISHOP of New
York, Mr. MOORE of Kansas, Mr.
TOWNS, Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN, Mr.
JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. CARSON of In-
diana, Ms. WATERS, Mr. BRADY of
Pennsylvania, Mr. CLAY, Mr. CON-
YERS, Mr. MEEK of Florida, Mr.
MEEKS of New York, Mr. DINGELL,
Mr. HoLT, Mr. HINOJOSA, Mr. ORTIZ,
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms.
TI1TUS, Mr. WATT, Mr. POMEROY, Mr.
PAYNE, Mr. MAFFEI, Mr. LARSON of
Connecticut, Mrs. DAHLKEMPER, Mr.
FILNER, Mr. BERMAN, Ms. DEGETTE,
Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. SMITH of Wash-
ington, Mr. BOCCIERI, Mr. GONZALEZ,
Mr. BARROW, Mr. HINCHEY, Ms. LINDA
T. SANCHEZ of California, Mr. WAX-
MAN, and Ms. SLAUGHTER):

H. Res. 1281. A resolution celebrating the
life and achievements of Dr. Dorothy Irene
Height and recognizing her life-long dedica-
tion and leadership in the struggle for
human rights and equality for all people
until her death at age 98 on April 20, 2010; to
the Committee on the Judiciary; considered
and agreed to.

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Mr. BOREN,
Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin, Mr. MILLER
of Florida, and Mr. ROSS):

H. Res. 1282. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
the promotion of recreational fishing and
boating should be a national priority, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources, and in addition to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. HODES:

H. Res. 1283. A resolution honoring and
thanking Dave Brubeck for his contributions
to American music and cultural diplomacy;
to the Committee on Education and Labor.

By Mr. BOYD (for himself and Mr.
EHLERS):

H. Res. 1284. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of National Learn to Fly
Day, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Mr. ENGEL (for himself and Mr.
KIRK):

H. Res. 1285. A resolution condemning the
Government of Syria for transferring Scud
missiles to the Hizballah terrorist organiza-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. PERLMUTTER (for himself,
Mr. CAPUANO, Mr. HIGGINS, Mr.
HoDES, Mr. KENNEDY, Ms. MARKEY of
Colorado, Mr. MARKEY of Massachu-
setts, Mr. MOORE of Kansas, and Mr.
ROTHMAN of New Jersey):

H. Res. 1286. A resolution commemorating
the 50th anniversary of the inaugural season
of the American Football League; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.
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MEMORIALS

Under clause 4 of rule XXII, memo-
rials were presented and referred as fol-
lows:

260. The SPEAKER presented a memorial
of the Legislature of the State of Wyoming,
relative to House Joint Resolution No. 3 de-
manding Congress to cease and desist from
enacting mandates that are beyond the enu-
merated powers granted to the Congress by
the United States Constitution; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

261. Also, a memorial of the Legislature of
the State of Wyoming, relative to House
Joint Resolution No. 2 demanding Congress
cease and desist from enacting mandates
that are beyond the scope of the enumerated
powers granted to Congress by the Constitu-
tion of the United States; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

——————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions as follows:

H.R. 43: Ms. TSONGAS and Mr. SPACE.
. 147: Mrs. EMERSON.
. 211: Mr. ELLSWORTH and Mr. OWENS.
. 233: Mr. BOUSTANY.
. 293: Mr. WOLF.
. 333: Mr. ALTMIRE.
. 406: Mr. VAN HOLLEN and Mr. LANCE.
. 422: Mr. MAFFEIL
. 426: Ms. SUTTON.
H.R. 442: Mr. PRICE of Georgia, Mr. TEAGUE,
and Mrs. EMERSON.
H.R. 560: Mr. COOPER.
H.R. 571: Mr. FORBES and Mr. NADLER of
New York.
H.R. 615: Ms. SUTTON.
H.R. 618: Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts.
H.R. 853: Mr. CALVERT.
. 1026: Mr. WITTMAN and Mr. BACHUS.
. 1034: Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
. 1079: Mr. MARKEY of Massachusetts.

. 1220: Mr. ALTMIRE.
H.R. 1229: Mr. FORBES.
H.R. 1240: Mr. HIGGINS and Mr. QUIGLEY.
H.R. 1339: Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. VISCLOSKY,

Mr. MATHESON, and Mr. STUPAK.

H.R. 1362: Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia, Mr. MELANCON, and Mr. FRELING-
HUYSEN.

H.R. 1547: Mr. RADANOVICH, Ms. GRANGER,
Mr. LYNCH, Mr. BOSWELL, Mr. JACKSON of Il-
linois, Mr. CONYERS, Ms. WOOLSEY, Ms.
DELAURO, Mr. HARPER, and Mr. ROGERS of
Kentucky.

H.R. 1557: Mr. LOEBSACK.

H.R. 1581: Mr. CARSON of Indiana and Mr.
DAVIS of Tennessee.

H.R. 1587: Mr. BRALEY of Iowa.

H.R. 1600: Mr. TURNER.

H.R. 1822: Mr. COBLE and Mr. ROE of Ten-
nessee.

H.R. 1868: Mr. WALDEN.

H.R. 1923: Mr. FORBES.

H.R. 1925: Mr. TOWNS.

H.R. 1990: Mr. PRICE of North Carolina.

H.R. 2000: Mr. EDWARDS of Texas, Mr. Bos-
WELL, Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, Ms. CHU, Mr.
FORTENBERRY, Mr. PUTNAM, and Mr. COSTA.

H.R. 2136: Mr. CONYERS, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON of Texas, Ms. BERKLEY, Mr. KING of
New York and Mr. BRALEY of Iowa.

H.R. 2156: Mr. MURPHY of New York.
H.R. 2222: Mr. WEINER and Mr. HINCHEY.
H.R. 2298: Mr. STARK.

H.R. 2313: Mr. FORBES.

H.R. 2478: Ms. BERKLEY and Mr. RoSS.
H.R. 2567: Mr. WEINER.

H.R. 2697: Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. SALAZAR,
Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. BOREN, Mr. PETERS, and
Mr. PASTOR of Arizona.
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H.R. 2730: Mr. POMEROY.

H.R. 2737: Mr. TAYLOR, Ms. KILROY, Mr.
COFFMAN of Colorado, and Mr. CARSON of In-
diana.

H.R. 2799:

H.R. 3116:

H.R. 3186:

H.R. 3238:

H.R. 3240:

H.R. 3321:
. 3393:
. 3487
. 3517
. 3554:
. 357T:
. 3582:
. 3630:
. 3734:
. 37562:

Ms.
Mr.

FUDGE.

MCcCOTTER and Mr. KAGEN.
Mr. GARAMENDI.

Ms. FUDGE.

. BLUNT.

. BOREN and Ms. RICHARDSON.
. ATLMIRE and Mr. BARROW.

. WEINER and Ms. WATSON.

. MCGOVERN.

. BLUMENAUER.

. JONES.

. MCCOTTER.

. MOORE of Kansas.

. HINCHEY and Mr. DRIEHAUS.
. BAcA and Mr. MCCLINTOCK.
. 3764: Ms. BALDWIN and Mr. HARE.

H.R. 3799: Mr. AL GREEN of Texas and Mr.
BisHOP of Georgia.

H.R. 3905: Mr. ANDREWS and Mr. HODES.

H.R. 3914: Ms. DEGETTE.

H.R. 3927: Ms. BORDALLO.

H.R. 4014: Mr. FILNER.

H.R. 4132: Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. MEEK of Florida,
and Mr. GALLEGLY.

H.R. 4153: Ms. MARKEY of Colorado.

H.R. 4195: Mr. TONKO, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. POMEROY, Mr. COURTNEY, Mrs.
CAPPS and Ms. SHEA-PORTER.

H.R. 4241: Mr. ARCURI.

H.R. 4264: Mr. FARR and Mr. FILNER.

H.R. 4268: Ms. TSONGAS.

H.R. 4278: Mr. HARE and Mrs. EMERSON.

H.R. 4298: Ms. CHU.

H.R. 4306: Mr. HoLT, Mr. BACHUS, and Mr.
BiIsHOP of Georgia.

H.R. 4325: Ms. CHU and Mr. BRADY of Penn-
sylvania.

H.R. 4376: Ms. WOOLSEY and Mr. AL GREEN
of Texas.

H.R. 4389: Mr. ROE of Tennessee.

H.R. 4398: Mr. BIsHOP of Utah and Mr.
SIMPSON.

H.R. 4399: Mrs. DAVIS of California.

H.R. 4402: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 4440: Mr. MCGOVERN.

H.R. 4477: Mr. KUCINICH and Mr. WITTMAN.

H.R. 4502: Mr. BLUMENAUER.

H.R. 4505: Mr. KAGEN.

H.R. 4509: Mr. HINCHEY.

H.R. 4530: Mr. MEEK of Florida,
TIERNEY, and Mr. BISHOP of Georgia.

H.R. 45644: Mr. PAULSEN and Mr. CAO.

H.R. 4568: Mr. BISHOP of New York.

H.R. 4616: Mr. CLAY and Mr. CUMMINGS.

H.R. 4650: Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. WU, Ms. KAP-
TUR, and Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts.

H.R. 4662: Mr. DOGGETT.

H.R. 4671: Mr. BLUMENAUER.

H.R. 4684: Mr. ScoTT of Virginia, Mr. DUN-
CAN, and Mr. SHULER.

H.R. 4693: Mr. ALEXANDER.

H.R. 4694: Ms. MATSUI.

H.R. 4717: Mr. PETRI.

H.R. 4728: Mrs. BACHMANN.

H.R. 4753: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia.

H.R. 4757 Mr. ToONKO, Mr. WELCH, Mr.
FARR, and Mr. RANGEL.

H.R. 4788: Ms. MARKEY of Colorado and Ms.
SUTTON.

H.R. 4790: Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. FOSTER,
Mr. HINCHEY, and Ms. KILPATRICK of Michi-
gan.

H.R. 4794: Mr. WITTMAN.

H.R. 4812: Mr. PERLMUTTER.

H.R. 4830: Ms. KILROY.

H.R. 4844: Mr. KINGSTON, Mr. PAUL, Mr.
BONNER, Mr. SIMPSON, and Mrs. CAPPS.

H.R. 4850: Mr. CLAY, Mr. ROSKAM, Mr.
CARTER, and Mr. TEAGUE.

H.R. 4856: Ms. MARKEY of Colorado, Mr.
CHANDLER, and Mr. ALTMIRE.

H.R. 4866: Mr. FRANKS of Arizona and Mr.
BARTLETT.

H.R. 4868: Mr. FILNER.

Mr.
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H.R. 4870: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mrs. DAVIS of
California, and Mrs. CAPPS.

H.R. 4871: Mr. ALTMIRE.

H.R. 4876: Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. SCHAUER, and
Mr. CROWLEY.

H.R. 4901: Mr. MACK, Mr. HOEKSTRA, and
Mr. KING of Iowa.

H.R. 4903: Mr. HOEKSTRA.

H.R. 4904: Mr. CALVERT.

H.R. 4918: Mr. BARROW, Mr. BOREN, Mr.
BOYD, Mr. CARNEY, Mr. CHILDERS, Mr. COSTA,
Mrs. DAHLKEMPER, Mr. ELLSWORTH, Mr. GOR-
DON of Tennessee, Ms. HARMAN, Ms. HERSETH
SANDLIN, Mr. HILL, Mr. MATHESON, Mr. McCIN-
TYRE, Mr. MINNICK, Mr. MITCHELL, Mr.
MOORE of Kansas, Mr. NYE, Mr. Ross, Mr.
SALAZAR, Mr. SHULER, Mr. WILSON of Ohio,
Mr. MURPHY of New York, Mr. CARDOZA, Mr.
BERRY, Mr. HOLDEN, and Mr. BRIGHT.

H.R. 4919: Mr. NEUGEBAUER, Mr. GOOD-
LATTE, Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California,
Mr. KING of Iowa, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr.
GOHMERT, Mr. MORAN of Kansas, Mr. BONNER,
Mr. SMITH of Texas, Mr. PENCE, and Mr.
HOEKSTRA.

H.R. 4923: Mr. BOSWELL, Mr. STARK, and
Mr. MILLER of Florida.

H.R. 4925: Mrs. NAPOLITANO and Ms. CHU.

H.R. 4933: Mr. ELLISON, Mr. GARAMENDI,
and Ms. WATSON.

H.R. 4972: Mr. COLE, Mr. MORAN of Kansas,
Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey, Mr. BURGESS,
Mr. SHADEGG, Mr. HOEKSTRA, Mr. HALL of
Texas, Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, Mr. POSEY,
Ms. FALLIN, Mr. JORDAN of Ohio, Mr. ROE of
Tennessee, and Mr. RADANOVICH.

H.R. 4974: Ms. RICHARDSON, Mr. MILLER of
Florida, Mr. CARNAHAN, and Mr. PETERSON.

H.R. 4985: Mr. MORAN of Kansas.

H.R. 4995: Mr. POsSEY, Mr. HALL of Texas,
Mr. McCLINTOCK, Mr. HOEKSTRA, and Mr. AL-
EXANDER.

H.R. 5000: Mr. SIRES and Ms. RICHARDSON.

H.R. 5013: Mr. LARSEN of Washington.

H.R. 5015: Mr. COSTELLO and Mr. GRAYSON.

H.R. 5020: Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas and
Ms. SUTTON.

H.R. 5022: Mr. BOSWELL.

H.R. 5027: Mr. COURTNEY.

H.R. 5029: Mr. ROONEY.

H.R. 5031: Mr. LOEBSACK.

H.R. 5032: Mr. WEINER and Mr. HALL of New
York.

H.R. 5034: Mr. MITCHELL, Mr. THOMPSON of
Mississippi, Mr. CUELLAR, and Mr.
NEUGEBAUER.

H.R. 5040: Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. GONZALEZ,
and Mr. COURTNEY.

H.R. 5041: Mr. TIERNEY and Mr. JACKSON of
Illinois.

H.R. 5064: Mr. FILNER.

H.R. 5068: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska.

H.R. 5079: Mr. BisHOP of New York.

H. Con. Res. 98: Mr. KENNEDY.

H. Con. Res. 137: Mr. PAYNE.

H. Res. 173: Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. McGoOV-
ERN, Mr. ELLSWORTH, Mr. FOSTER, Mr.
WHITFIELD, and Mrs. HALVORSON.

H. Res. 213: Mr. KUCINICH.

H. Res. 407: Mrs. BLACKBURN, Ms. GIFFORDS,
Mr. RANGEL, and Mr. ORTIZ.

H. Res. 440: Mr. MURPHY of New York.

H. Res. 551: Ms. KAPTUR and Ms. McCoOL-
LUM.

H. Res. 762: Mr. RANGEL, Mr. GEORGE MIL-
LER of California, Ms. LEE of California, Mr.
RYAN of Ohio, Mr. SIRES, and Mr. OWENS.

H. Res. 764: Mr. BARRETT of South Caro-
lina.

H. Res. 904: Mr. GRAYSON, Ms. HIRONO, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. CUMMINGS, and Ms. BALDWIN.

H. Res. 1026: Ms. FALLIN and Mr. ISSA.

H. Res. 1033: Mr. MCNERNEY, Mr. LARSEN of
Washington, Ms. NORTON, Mr ARCURI, Mr.
BUCHANAN, Mr. BARTON of Texas, Mr. INSLEE,
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, Mr. INGLIS, Mr.
FLEMING, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. BOUSTANY,
Ms. FUDGE, Mr. HINOJOSA, Mr. MURPHY of
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New York, Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey, Mrs.
MYRICK, Mr. PITTS, Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-
BALART of Florida, Mr. MARKEY of Massachu-
setts, Mr. KIND, and Ms. BALDWIN.

H. Res. 1053: Mrs. NAPOLITANO and Mr. CAO.

H. Res. 1078: Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. BRADY of
Pennsylvania, Mr. HoLT, Mr. STARK, Mr.
MCCOTTER, and Mr. NYE.

H. Res. 1116: Mr. SHIMKUS and Mr. CONYERS.

H. Res. 1152: Mr. LOEBSACK.

H. Res. 1153: Mr. LARSEN of Washington,
Mr. BRIGHT, Mr. FILNER, Mr. LATTA, Mr. SHU-
STER, Mr. ORTIZ, Mr. WILSON of South Caro-
lina, Mr. BOREN, Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee, Ms.
SHEA-PORTER, Ms. FUDGE, Mr. SCHAUER, Mr.
HUNTER, Mr. MORAN of Virginia, Mr. SMITH of
Washington, Mrs. LUMMIS, Mr. PETRI, Ms.
LORETTA  SANCHEZ of California, Mr.
LANGEVIN, Mr. SNYDER, Mrs. DAVIS of Cali-
fornia, Mr. GORDON of Tennessee, Mr. NEAL
of Massachusetts, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Mr. PLATTS, Mr. KLINE of Min-
nesota, Mr. LOBIONDO, Mr. JONES, Mr.
CONNOLLY of Virginia, Ms. TSONGAS, Ms. PIN-
GREE of Maine, Mr. SPRATT, Mr. SKELTON,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. OWENS, Mr.
MCINTYRE, Mr. REYES, Mr. KRATOVIL, Mr.
KISSELL, Mr. COOPER, Mr. ELLSWORTH, Mr.
PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania, and Ms.
FALLIN.

H. Res. 1187: Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania
and Mr. SCHIFF.

H. Res. 1196: Mr. HENSARLING.

H. Res. 1197: Mr. POE of Texas.

H. Res. 1208: Mr. KING of New York, Mr.
INSLEE, and Mr. GALLEGLY.

H. Res. 1211: Mr. MEEK of Florida.

H. Res. 1229: Mr. TiM MURPHY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. KING of New York, and Ms. JEN-
KINS.

H. Res. 1240: Mr. PoLiS, Mr. BOSWELL, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. CARSON of Indiana, Mr. TONKO,
and Mr. CAPUANO.

H. Res. 1241: Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, Mr.
KING of Iowa, Mr. SHADEGG, Mr. JORDAN of
Ohio, Ms. FALLIN, Mr. BROUN of Georgia, Mr.
HENSARLING, Mr. CHAFFETZ, Mr. ROONEY,
Mrs. LumMIs, Mr. POSEY, Mr. HERGER, Mr.
BILBRAY, and Mr. CALVERT.

H. Res. 1250: Mr. SERRANO, Mr. MCGOVERN,
and Ms. DELAURO.

H. Res. 1251: Mrs. EMERSON, Mr. WALDEN,
Mr. BROUN of Georgia, Mr. ROHRABACHER, Mr.
McCAUL, Mr. KINGSTON, Mr. POSEY, Mr. BUR-
TON of Indiana, Mr. BONNER, Mr. WALz, Mr.
KiING of New York, Mr. NUNES, Mr. CARTER,
Mr. SNYDER, and Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.

H. Res. 12564: Mr. HERGER, Mrs. LUMMIS,
Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS, Mr. MCCLINTOCK,
Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. BROUN of Georgia, and
Mr. CHAFFETZ.

H. Res. 1256: Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, Mr.
HALL of Texas, Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky, Mr.
PRICE of Georgia, Mr. PENCE, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mr. KUCINICH, Mr. KINGSTON, Mr. TiM MUR-
PHY of Pennsylvania, Mr. BURTON of Indiana,
Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California, Mr.
DUNCAN, Mr. McCARTHY of California, Mr.
ROSKAM, Mr. JORDAN of Ohio, Mr. GUTHRIE,
Mr. WESTMORELAND, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr.
MACK, Mrs. BONO MACK, Mr. HARPER, Mr.
CARTER, Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas, Mr.
CRENSHAW, Mr. CoNNOLLY of Virginia, Mr.
BOEHNER, Mr. BILBRAY, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr.
SHUSTER, Mr. CARNEY, Mr. SHADEGG, Mr.
KLEIN of Florida, Mr. ROONEY, Mr. MILLER of
Florida, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. BROWN of
South Carolina, Mr. BOCCIERI, Mr. SCALISE,
Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, Mr. FORBES, Mr.
B00zMAN, Mr. MORAN of Kansas, Mr. FRANKS
of Arizona, Mr. RADANOVICH, Mr. LEWIS of
California, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. GARY G. MIL-
LER of California, Mr. CAMPBELL, Ms. KAP-
TUR, Mr. JONES, Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, Mr.

YouNG of Florida, Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr.
STEARNS, Mr. HALL of New York, Ms.
WASSERMAN  SCHULTZ, Mr. HODES, Mr.

TEAGUE, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. WELCH, Mr. SCOTT
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of Georgia, Mr. CLAY, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia,
Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mr.
CUELLAR, and Mr. FORTENBERRY.

H. Res. 1263: Mr. CALVERT.

H. Res. 1276: Mr. PLATTS and Mr. RAHALL.

H. Res. 1277: Mr. OWENS, Mr. BISHOP of
Georgia, and Mr. POE of Texas.

H. Res. 1279: Mr. GINGREY of Georgia, Mr.
MCCOTTER, Mr. GARY G. MILLER of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. KING of Iowa.

H. Res. 1280: Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. BAIRD, Ms.
CORRINE BROWN of Florida, Ms. CLARKE, Mr.
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CLYBURN, Mr. CoNNOLLY of Virginia, Mr.
DEFAZIO, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms. DELAURO, Mr.
DOGGETT, Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland, Ms.
ESHOO, Mr. FARR, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. HARE,
Ms. HARMAN, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. HINOJOSA, Ms.

HIRONO, Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas, Mr. JACK-

SON of Illinois, Mr. LARSEN of Washington,
Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. LOEBSACK, Mrs.
LOWEY, Mr. PIERLUISI, Mr. RANGEL, Mr.
SERRANO, Ms. SLAUGHTER, Mr. STARK, Ms.
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SUTTON, Mr. SABLAN, Ms. WATSON, and Mr.
WELCH.

———

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions as follows:

H.R. 3936: Mr. PENCE.
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